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On  till'  '24th  i\n\  of  Mav,  1S74,  the  Amkricav  SrNDAY-ScH<K>ii  Union  com- 
plottui  the  FIFTIETH  VF.AR  ot'  its  work. 

As  n  fitriii«;  ooiiinieinoratidn  of  this  event,  the  Senii-uentenniai  Anniver- 
sary was  liclil  at  the  Aea<lemy  of*  Musi**,  in  Philadelphia.  Tuesday  evening. 
Mav  2r»th.  and  wa**  att«»ndi'ti  h\  a  hirire  and  deeply  interested  audience.  Ad- 
dr<*>sos  worthy  «>f  th»'  ocrasion  an«l  of  the  distin«^uished  speakers  were  made 
by  th«*  Rev.  John  Hall.  D.D.,  and  Ilev.  Stephen  II.  Tyn.ir»  of  Xew  York,  ami 
by  the  Kev.  John  Pfddie  and  (letir^re  II.  Stuart,  of  Philadelphia. 

A  .lubilee  Missionarv  Mortinjr  was  also  held  at  Broodwav  Tabernacrle,  in 
New  Vork,  Thursday  eveniiijf.  May  29th.  when  the  veteran  missionaries. 
Rev.  B.  AV.  Chidlaw.  of  Ohio.  Kev.  John  M«'(.'ulhi«:h,  of  Kentucky,  Stephen 
Paxson,  i}i'  MisMHiri.  and  also  Martin  B.  Lewii*.  of  Minnesota,  and  F.  G. 
Kn.'*iun.  of  (.-hii-aiio.  jrave  interestini:  sketches  of  the  work  and  its  results 
up(m  their  ri'speetive  tiobls.  The  intorestin^r  facts  and  incidents  which 
tln'V  ilri'W  from  tlifir  vi*ars  of  missi»»narv  toil  and  experience,  forcibly 
iiin>trahMl  the  inipi'rative  necessity  of  such  a  work,  the  iula]*tability  of  the 
In'mn"."*  plan  of  operations  to  nifct  this  need,  and  the  blessed  succes.«* 
with  wliifli  <»od  ha-  uniformly  i-rowned  its  clVoris  to  irivc  the  dospel  to  the 
il«"«tituti'  in  our  land. 

'I'll*'  Hi'V.  Wm.  (!)rinisron,  I ).!).,  in  a  fervfut  and  eloi|uent  speech,  re- 
s|M-iMb'd  ill  behalf  ol'Xcw  Y'jirk,  tn  the  statcnuMits  of  these  mi>sionaries,  a>*- 
surin^  tb«'  Snvicty  of  the  continui'tl  lovinir  sympathy  and  c<»rdial  support 
of  rln'  <-bri.Nti:in'«  «>f  that  city,  and  in  t^onfn'niation  of  it,  extended  to  the 
nii>sionarii's  his  band  in  I'ordia!  ;£n'i'tiii;r,  as  the  hand  of  all  New  York,  the 
au«lie!ice  sponta!i»MMi«ily  risinir  amid  a)iplau>e  and  enthusiasm,  in  hc»arty 
ri'«'.iirnition  of  his  earnest  declaration. 

Kollowiriir  ibesi-.  Semi-eent«*nnial  mcetiii;;s  wen;  held  d!n'in«r  the  month  ol 
July  in  l>«'iroit,  <'bieai;o.  <.«alesbur;r.  Bloomini^ton,  Spriimfii'b.l,.TaekM.»nville. 
Nr.  Louis,  Kenkuk.  I>iirlin«:ton.  Peoria  and  Haveuport.  The  Kev.  John  Hall. 
1  >.!>..  of  New  Vi»rk.  spemliiiHT  a  portion  c»f  bis  summer  va«-ation  in  the  AVest. 
elii'iTfnllv  made  an  «'ll*ectiv«*  address  at  each  of  thc«»e  meetinirs.      lU'side  the 
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FIFTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Thx  Seventh  Report  of  the  Philadelphia  Sunday  and  Adult  School 
Union,  read  at  their  Annual  Meeting,  May  25,  1824,  after  presenting 
t  brief  abstract  of  the  condition  of  SundayHschools  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  France,  Holland  and .  Switzerland,  India,  Ceylon,  New 
Soath  Wales  and  Van  Diemcn's  Land,  South  Sea  Islands,  West  and 
S^>iith  America,  Malta,  Canada,  Nova  Scotia  and  Newfoundland,  and 
the  West  Indies,  proceeds  to  remark : 

"  In  the  United  States  our  information  with  regard  to  the  number 
of  our  Sabbath-schools,  is  too  defective  to  afford  materials  for  a  correct 
statement.  This  is  a  circumstance  which  gives  sincere  regret  to  the 
Managers,  and,  doubtless,  to  all  the  friends  of  Sunday-schools.  The 
inquiry  has  been  made,  *  How  shall  this  obstacle  be  surmounted  V  It 
is  known  that  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  necessary  information  on  this 
tubjcct  arises  from  the  diversity  of  the  IJnions  and  schools  in  our  vast 
torritorv,  and  their  want  of  one  common  bond.  If  all  these  could  bo 
uiiittd.  and  their  information  concentrated,  it  is  obvious  that  the  diffi- 
culty cfimplained  of  would  be  overcome.  This  consideration  has  induced 
the  Managers  to  unite  in  the  sentiment  expressed  to  them  by  many 
in-lividuals  residing  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  with 
thtiu  to  recommend  the  formation  of  a  National  Society,  tj  be  called 
The  American  Sunday-School  Union.  They  conceive  that  a  Na- 
tiMnal  Institution  will  be  eminently  useful,  not  only  to  combine  the 
effort?  (>f  the  Sabbath-school  societies,  and  produce  a  concert  of  action, 
but  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  friends  of  pious  instruction  on  tho 
bird's  day;  to  disseminate  useful  information;  circulate  moral  and 
r»lii:ious  publications  in  every  part  of  the  land;  to  make  the  liberty  of 
th<.*  press  conducive  to  the  *  liberty  of  the  gospel ;'  and  to  plant  Sabbath- 
schwls  wherever  there  is  a  population." 

After  the  reading  of  this  Report : 

'•On  the  motion  of  Thomas  Bradford,  Esq.,  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  Philadelphia,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Gardiner  Spring,  I). I)., 
of  >ew  York, 

•  }yh€rcaA,  The  great  and   progressing  increase  of  Sabbath-schools 
throughout  our  country,  exerting  a  powerful  and  most  beneficial  influ- 


ence  over  all  classes  of  society,  calls  loudly  for  union  and  orfjantzed 
action;  and  the  prosperity  of  this  society  shows  clearly  the  efficiency 
of  such  union ;  and  whereas  the  Constitution  of  the  American  Sun- 
day-School Union  has  been  approved  by  the  Sunday  and  Adult 
School  Union  of  Philadelphia,  and  other  Unions,  therefore 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union  be  adopted.     .     .     . 

"  On  motion  of  Mr.  Joseph  H.  Dulles,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ambrose 
White,  Managers  of  the  Sunday  and  Adult  School  Union, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  meeting  now  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Board 
of  Managers  for  the  American  Sunday-School  Union." 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  ailer  the  expiration  of  a  half  a  century, 
Mr.  Dulles  is  still  a  zealous  labourer  in  the  society  of  which  he  was  one 
of  the  originators,  and  his  colleague^  Ambrose  White,  long  our  Senior 
Vice-President,  continued  with  us  until  his  decease  a  few  months  since 
(Dec.  18,  1873),  in  his  94th  year. 

Whilst  all  portions  of  our  wide-spread  country  were  comprehended 
in  the  field  of  the  Society's  operations,  the  attention  of  the  Managers 
was  especially  directed  to  the  spiritual  destitution  and  the  future  influ- 
ence of  the  great  West — the  social  and  religious  condition  of  which  was 
graphically  depicted  a  few  years  since  in  the  reminiscences  of  Mr.  A. 
W.  Corey,  who  has  been  for  forty-nine  years,  and  still  is,  in  the  service 
of  the  Society,  and  who  was  for  a  long  period  the  faithful  Superin- 
tendent of  Missions  in  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi. 

He  remarks : 

"  In  a  commimication  to  the  Society  in  1845,  the  writer  of  these 
memoranda,  after  having  resided  in  the  West  for  more  than  a  dozen 
years,  and  traversed  it  extensively,  said,  ^  I  am  persuaded  that  there  is 
no  influence  so  much  needed  over  this  vast  West,  as  that  which  your 
Society  is  calculated  to  exert.  In  it  alone,  I  believe,  is  our  salvation. 
While  I  would  have. all  existing  means  vigorously  carried  on  and  multi- 
plied tenfold,  I  would  have  greater  relative  importance  given  to  Sunday- 
schools.  For  it  is  on  them  we  are  chiefly  to  depend,  after  all.  The 
colporteur,  the  Bible  agent,  and  even  the  living  missionary,  have  all 
acknowledged  that  their  labours  among  this  people  in  advance  of 
Simday-schools,  and  without  them,  have  been  comparatively  of  little 
use.  In  the  Sunday-school,  the  Bible,  of  course,  is  read  and  studied. 
The  teacher  is  the  expositor — the  living  minister,  if  you  please ;  and 
the  library  is  the  best,  the  cheapest,  and  the  most  efficient  system  of 
colportage  in  the  world.  A  Sabbath-school  once  formed,  and  there 
is  a  nucleus,  a  centre  of  common  interest  and  labour,  which  will  increase 
and  grow,  and  with  proper  attention  will  result  in  the  establishm^t 
of  other  permanent  gospel  institutions.  This,  it  is  admitted  by  those 
who  have  tried  it,  must  be  the  process  by  which  missionary  stations 


and  ehnrcliefl  are  to  be  established The  field  originally 

aaigned  to  Mr.  Corey's  Bnperrision  embraeed  Illinois,  Missoori,  Ar- 
kansas, Iowa,  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  and  *the  regions  beyond' — ^many 
tunes  the  size  of  all  New  England — with  a  population  composed  of 
natiye-bom  citizens,  aborigines,  and  immigrants  from  every  country  of 
Enrope ;  and  increasing  in  a  ratio  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  the 
kmnan  race.  Among  them  was  to  be  found  every  grade  of  mental  and 
iDoral  eultiyation  and  destitution,  from  the  highest  degree  of  human 
attainment  to  the  most  besotted  ignorance  and  degradation. 

''  The  political  and  religious  character  of  the  people  was  no  less  diver- 
rified.  Here  was  Christianity  and  Infidelity,  Materialism,  and  Spiritu- 
alism, and  Indifferentism ;  Protestant  Christianity  in  all  its  variations, 
and  Romanism  in  its  boasted  unity ;  Democracy  and  Despotism,  Free- 
dom and  Slavery ;  mind  in  conflict  with  mind,  and  party  with  party, 
jostling  each  other,  and  all  striving  for  the  ascendancy,  like  the  agitated 
▼aves  of  the  sea,  lashed  to  fury,  and  ^  casting  up  mire  and  dirt/ 

^  After  an  excursion  into  Southern  Illinois,  formerly  denominated 
*  Egypt,'  I  wrote  to  a  friend  as  follows  :  *  I  have  found  large  sections 
where  the  people  need  light  as  much  as  they  do  in  Burmah  or  Japan — 
where  there  are  scarcely  any  Sunday-schools  or  churches,  and  but  few 
eommon  schools,  and  they  of  an  inferior  grade.  The  Sabbath  is  little 
regarded,  and  intemperance  and  profanity  and  their  kindred  vices  pre- 
Tul  to  an  incredible  degree. 

^^  About  the  same  time  I  heard  a  missionary  of  the  American  Home 
Missionary  Society,  who  had  spent  several  months  in  exploring  the 
southern  counties  of  the  state,  make  a  public  report.  Ailer  a  dark  and 
melancholy  description  of  the  intellectual  and  moral  wants  of  the  people, 
and  the  difficulty  of  doing  anything  for  them,  amounting  to  almost  utter 
hopelessness,  he  said,  with  emphasis  and  with  a  countenance  brightening 
up  with  hope :  *  There  is  one  way  of  reaching  this  people  with  the  gospel, 
and  that  is  by  means  of  the  Sunday-school.  While  they  are  prejudiced 
against  all  other  means  used  for  their  improvement,  they  look  favourably 
upon  Sunday-schools.  And  the  chief  reasons  why  they  are  in  favour 
of  them  are,  that  the  teaching  is  gratuitous — it  will  cost  them  nothing — 
and  it  is  on  the  Sabbath  day,  when  it  will  not  so  much  interfere  with 
their  secular  employments.' " 

After  other  illustrations  of  the  same  character,  Mr.  Corey  thus  con- 
tinnes: 

'*  I  give  the  above  items  to  show  the  intellectual  and  moral  condition 
of  large  sections  of  the  West,  the  destitution  of  Sunday-schools,  and 
something  of  the  public  sentiment  in  regard  to  them  25  years  ago  [i.  e. 
in  1845].  To  every  Christian  patriot  it  was  apparent  then,  as  now, 
that  there  could  be  no  adequate  remedy  for  these  evils  but  in  the 
general  difiusion  of  the  gospel. 

"  And  who  was  to  perform  this  work  of  primary  evangelization,  if  the 
Amkrican  Sunday-School  Union  did  not?  *  How/ it  was  asked, 
'  is  the  gospel  to  be  introduced  into  the  thousands  of  new  settlements 
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that  are  springing  up  all  over  this  new  territory?'  Tho  Christian 
ministry,  pre-eminently  appointed  of  God  to  publish  the  gospel  to  every 
creature,  as  at  present  constituted,  and  in  present  foroe,  is  immeasurably 
inadequate  to  the  work  of  evangelizing  the  West.  Not  one-fourth  of 
the  people  in  these  Western  states  and  territories  now  enjoy  anything 
like  stated  ministerial  instructions.  Our  position  then  is  this:  that 
God,  in  his  most  gracious  providence,  has  in  these  latter  days  raised  up 
in  the  Union  Sunday-school  a  supplementary  ministry,  adapted  to 
the  existing  state  of  society — not  to  supersede  the  established  ministry, 
but  auxiliary  to  it ;  by  which  the  gospel  may,  in  a  single  generation,  be 
preached  to  all  the  people  in  every  village  and  hamlet  of  our  land.  .  .  . 
We  employ  a  missionary  at  a  moderate  compensation.  He  commences 
his  operations  in  a  given  county,  and  confines  his  labours  chiefly  to  that 
county  till  his  work  is  done  in  it.  By  a  little  preliminary  labour  his 
appointments  are  so  arranged  that  he  can  attend  three  or  four  meetings 
in  as  many  neighbourhoods  during  the  week.  At  each  of  these  meet- 
ings, which  usually  emb]:ace  most  of  the  people  of  the  vicinity,  without 
reference  to  denominational  peculiarities,  a  neighbourhood  (union) 
organization  is  formed  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  a  Sunday-school. 
Teachers  and  officers  are  appointed;  funds  are  raised  to  procure  a 
library,  and  everything  is  so  arranged  as  to  commence  a  school  on  the 
ensuing  Sabbath.  When  the  Sabbath  comes,  the  missionary  usually 
attends  two  or  more  of  these  opening  schools,  instructing  them  in  their 
duties  and  encouraging  them.  The  next  week  he  passes  into  other 
neighbourhoods,  performing  a  like  operation,  till,  having  spent  several 
weeks  in  a  county,  he  leaves  it  for  another.  Now  let  us  follow  the 
footsteps  of  this  man  through  the  county,  and  see  what  discoveries  we 
shall  make.  In  each  neighbourhood  where  there  is  a  sufficient  popula- 
tion, we  shall  find  an  organization  consisting  of  from  4  to  10  teachers 
and  25  to  60  or  70  scholars,  who  come  together  every  Sabbath  morning 
or  afternoon  avowedly  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  Scriptures  of 
truth.  Not  unfrequently  we  shall  find  parents  diligently  engaged  with 
their  children  in  studying  the  Bible.  Wo  shall  find  neighbours  of  dif- 
ferent religious  creeds,  who  haye  not  been  accustomed  to  meet  together 
for  any  religious  purpose,  now  mingling  their  exhortations  and  prayers 
and  soncjs  of  praise,  and  gratitude  to  God  that  they  can  forget  their 
petty  differences — which  they  now  discover  they  had  greatly  magnified 
•  — and  love  and  labour  together  as  Christians.  We  shall  also  find  a 
library  of  75  to  200  volumes  of  choice  moral  and  religious  literature, 
in  which  every  one  finds  a  deep  personal  interest,  circulating  actively, 
and  changing  hands  fifty-two  times  in  the  year,  distilling  precious  truth 
into  the  immortal  mind,  and  diff^using  their  influence  through  all  tho 
families  of  the  neighbourhood '  After  the  lapse  of  a  few  months,  if  we 
look  into  this  neighbourhood  again,  we  shall  probably  find  that  the 
places  of  public  Sabbath  amusement  are  less  frequented.  He  that 
puttcth  the  bottle  to  his  neighbour's  mouth  has  lost  many  of  his  cus- 
tomers. The  sound  of  the  hunter's  guns  and  hoimds  no  longer  disturb 
the  quietness  of  the  day ;  visiting  and  places  of  recreation  are  abandoned. 
A  manifest  change  has  come  over  the  neighbourhood.     God's  truth 


Ills  been  inculcated,  ^  line  npon  line,  precept  upon  precept/  till  its  quiet 
bat  resistless  power  has  been  felt  and  ackDowledged.  The  people 
presently  begin  to  feel  the  need  of  gospel  ordinances.  They  talk  about 
I  church  and  a  ministry,  nor  cease  to  agitate  the  question  till  the  desire 
of  their  heart  is  granted/' 

UESXTLTS    or    THE    OPERATIONS   OF    THE   AMERICAN   SUNDAY-SCHOOL 

UNION,  1824-1874. 

For  7  years  (from  1839  to  1845,  inclusive)  no  accurate  statistical 
record  has  been  found.  For  the  remaining  period  (43  years),  termi- 
nating March  1,  1874,  we  report: 

Schools  organized, 57,799 

Containing  teachers, 386,242 

Containing  scholars, 2,545,787 

Estimating  the  7  years  at  an  average  of  500  schools  per  annum,  with 
6  teachers  and  30  scholars  to  each,  which  is  far  below  the  average  of 
the  preceding  and  following  years,  the  total  result  would  be : 

Schools  organized, 61,299 

Containing  teachers, 407,242 

Containing  scholars, 2,650,787 

In  addition  to  the  Sunday-schools  actually  organized,  there  has  been 
mother  and  equally  important  work,  to  wit :  to  nurture  and  sustain 
these  and  other  schools.  The  records  show  that  by  visits  and  words 
of  counsel  and  encouragement,  and  gifts  of  books,  papers,  etc.,  assist- 
ance has  been  extended  in  87,291  cases,  with  a  membership  of  teachers^ 
674,959,  and  scholars,  4,842,768.  Amount  expended  in  missionary 
operations  (1824-1874)  $2,133,264  13,  of  which  about  $517,000  were 
for  books,  papers,  ete.,  furnished  to  needy  Sunday-schools.  Value  of 
books,  papers,  ete.,  circulated  through  sale  and  donation,  (1824-1874,) 
about  $6,000,000. 

We  return  special  thanks  to  the  American  Bible  Society  for  liberal 
appropriations  of  Bibles  and  Testaments ;  to  conductors  of  the  press, 
for  diffusing  information  respecting  our  work ;  and  to  pastors,  churches, 
Sanday-schools,  and  others,  for  their  contributions. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

Section  2  of  the  Constitution  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union 
thus  reads :  "  The  object  of  this  corporation  is  to  establish  and  main- 
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tain  Sunday-schools,  and  to  publish  and  circulate  moral  and  religious 
publications." 

The  Publications  of  the  Union  are  to  be  considered  under  four 
different  aspects : 

I.  As  an  important  branch  of  our  missionary  operations. 
Sunday-schools  cannot  be  profitably  conducted  without  books  for 

teachers  and  scholars.  Interest  is  to  be  maintained,  knowledge  im- 
parted, principles  enforced,  and  truths  illustrated :  and  few,  even  among 
the  well  educated,  are  "  sufficient  for  these  things,"  if  thrown,  week  afler 
week,  on  their  own  mental  resources  alone.  But  where  the  vast  majority 
of  the  teachers  are  themselves  ignorant,  the  necessity  of  the  printed 
page  becomes  still  more  obvious. 

II.  As  furnishing  tea^chers  toith  materials  for  home  study  of  the  les- 
sons. 

How  shall  the  teacher  impart  that  which  he  does  not  possess  7  And 
how  shall  he  possess  that  which  he  takes  no  pains  to  acquire  ?  If  the 
farmer  plant  no  seed,  he  can  look  for  no  crop ;  and  if  he  trust  to  the 
natural  produce  of  his  groimd  for  a  harvest,  he  will  trust  in  vain. 

III.  As  supplying  pastors  and  other  Biblical  students  mith  instnj^ 
m^nts  adapted  to  their  purposes. 

IV.  As  offering  to  individuals  or  to  families  "  moral  and  religious 
works,**  suited  to  different  sexes,  ages  and  capacities. 

Under  these  four  heads  wo  include  all  of  our  own  publications,  which, 
based  upon  those  great  evangelical  doctrines  in  which  we  are  all  agreed, 
yet  profess  to  exclude  every  thing  which,  either  by  way  of  advocacy, 
censure,  or  reference,  appertains  to  denominational  or  sectarian  limits. 

That  the  public  appreciate  the  advantages  thus  offered  of  a  book- 
supplying  institution  whose  imprimatur  obviates  the  necessity  of  per- 
sonal examination  before  purchase,  is  sufficiently  evinced  by  the  com- 
mendations of  many  eminent  authorities,  and  the  active  demand  at  our 
counters. 

As  regards  our  own  books,  the  Committee  of  Publication  have  seen 
no  reason  to  depart  from,  but  much  reason  to  adhere  to,  the  principle 
which  has  guided  them  from  the  beginning,  viz.,  to  limit  their  issues 
according  to  the  character  of  the  works  presented  for  their  acceptance ; 
to  regard  quality  rather  than  quantity ;  to  have  respect  less  to  the  im- 
mediate popularity  than  to  the  permanent  usefulness  of  their  volumes. 
This  course  has  not  been  favourable  to  the  rapid  augmentation,  but  it 
has  secured  the  solid  value,  of  their  catalogue.     It  is  possible  to  add  to 
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the  weakness,  rather  than  to  the  strength,  of  an  army  hy  increasing  its 
numbers ;  and  this  error  in  tactics  we  have  sooght  to  avoid. 

Yet  it  will  be  seen  by  an  examination  of  this  catalogue  that  we  offer 
to  the  public  a  large  list  and  a  great  variety  of  good  books.  Our  pub- 
lications number  more  than  two  thousand,  and  comprise  the  following 
among  other  subjects :  Allegories,  Antiquities,  Biography,  Cards,  Charts, 
Customs  and  Manners,  Domestic  Economy,  Education,  Geography, 
History,  Maps,  Missions,  Natural  History,  TemperaaCe,  Tickets,  Travels, 
and  Voyages. 


PERIODICALS. 

The  Primary  Lesson  Paper,  recently  added  to  our  list  of  Schol- 
ars' Papers,  completes  a  system  of  graded  lesson  helps  for  schools. 
The  Sunday-School  World  continues  to  furnish  explanations  upon 
the  International  Lessons,  in  addition  to  Kevicws,  Concert  Exercises, 
and  a  large  amount  of  material  upon  the  principles  and  methods  of 
teaching.  The  Lesson  Papers  for  Scholars,  of  three  grades,  viz. :  The 
Advanced  Lesson  Paper,  for  advanced  or  Bible  Classes ;  The  In- 
termediate Lesson  Paper,  with  questions ;  The  Primary  Lesson 
Paper,  with  questions,  answers,  and  pictures,  for  the  youngest  classes, 
have  gained  rapidly  in  public  favour  during  the  year.  The  Scholar's 
Hand-Book  on  the  International  Lessons,  prepared  by  Rev.  Edwin 
W.  Rice,  was  also  added  to  the  list  of  helps  during  the  year,  and  has 
been  warmly  commended  as  specially  valuable  in  promoting  more  care- 
fid  study  and  preparation  of  the  lessons  by  scholars.  The  large  cir- 
culation of  The  Child's  World  (semi-monthly  and  monthly)  shows 
that  the  value  of  its  interesting  and  illustrated  articles  is  fully  appre- 
ciated. 

From  the  many  evidences  of  approbation  received  in  the  past  year, 
the  Committee  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  periodicals  now  published 
by  this  Society — which  fifly  years  ago  was  so  prominent  in  securing 
the  introduction  of  popular  Sabbath-school  papers  into  this  country, 
by  issuing  the  illustrated  "  Youth's  Friend,"  for  children,  and  the 
"American  Sunday-School  Magazine,"  for  teachers — are  a  fair 
indication  of  the  great  advancement  made  in  this  special  department 
of  the  Sabbath-school  work,  during  the  past  half  century. 
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aSFO&T   OF  THE  NORMAL  EECRETAKT. 

The  desire  to  do  Snnday^scliool  work  in  the  be»l  way  whorcver  it  is 
attempted,  keeps  ootnmeadable  pace,  in  this  country,  with  the  extension 
of  the  Snoday-Bchool  syetem  into  new  fields  by  pioneer  missionaries  of 
the  American  Sunday-School  Union.  Never  before  was  the  demand  so 
great  in  the  Sunday-school  ephere  for  inatruction  in  wise  methods  of 
working,  and  for  aids  to  teacher- training. 

During  the  last  year  Jhe  Normal  Secretary  of  the  Society  has  prose- 
cuted work  in  this  line  to  the  extent  of  his  strength  and  ability;  at- 
tending and  leading  the  teachers'-meetings  of  particular  schools;  con- 
ducting local  institutes;  aiding  in  the  formation  and  work  of  normal 
classes,  teachers'-associations,  and  superintendents'  councils;  having  a 
share  in  Union  and  denominational  conventions  and  conferences — 
couQty,  state,  or  national ;  and  in  other  ways  giving  help  to  those 
already  active,  and  endeavouring  to  stimulate  those  who  were  yet  indif- 
ferent. In  this  work  he  has  travelled  above  18,000  miles,  in  13  states, 
reaching  more  than  100  Sunday-achools,  with  an  aggregate  member- 
ship of  some  28,000. 

A  small  volume  on  "Keview  Exercises  in  the  Sunday-school,"  pro- 
pared  by  him  during  the  year,  was  published  by  the  Society,  and  re- 
published soon  after  in  England  by  the  London  Sunday-School  Union. 

A  common  interest  in  the  study  of  a  common  Bible  lesson  has  drawn 
into  closer  fellowship  the  Sunday-school  workers  of  the  entire  country, 
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wHDe  it  has  formed  a  new  bond  of  sympathy  with  workers  in  the  same 
cause  in  other  lands.  Indeed,  various  agencies  have  combined  the  last 
year  to  bring  the.  Sunday-school  workers  of  Christendom  into  a  oneness 
of  purpose  and  spirit  quite  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  this  cause. 
A  visit  to  the  United  States  by  Fountain  J.  Hartley,  Esq.,  an  Honorary 
Secretary  of  the  London  Sunday-School  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
coming better  acquainted  with  the  American  Sunday-school  system,  its 
work,  and  its  workers,  served  to  improve  the  mutual  understanding  and 
good  feeling,  and  to  promote  the  co-work  of  Sunday-school  labourers  in 
England  and  America.  The  conference  in  New  York  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Alliance  brought  representative  Sunday-school  men  from  the 
Continent  of  Europe,  as  well  as  from  Great  Britain,  to  be  known  by, 
and  to  know,  their  American  brethren.  The  Committee  of  the  Foreign 
Sunday-School  Association  improved  these  visits  to  advantage  by  spe- 
cial meetings,  at  which  the  foreign  delegates  told  of  what  was  doing  or 
needed  in  their  fields.  The  Normal  Secretary  of  the  Union  was  glad 
also  to  compare  notes  with  these  distinguished  workers  fVom  abroad,  as 
to  plans  and  methods  of  labour,  and  to  aid  them  to  an  understanding 
of  the  actual  condition  of  this  cause  in  America.  To  this  end  he  ac- 
companied  Secretary  Hartley  in  visiting  Sunday-schools,  in  city  and 
country,  from  Boston  to  St.  Louis,  and  was  in  conference  and  co-work 
with  representatives  from  France,  Spain,  and  Ireland.  A  day  of  Uni- 
versal Prayer  for  Sunday-schools,  recommended  by  the  London  Sunday- 
School  Union,  was  widely  observed  in  this  country  in  the  month  of 
October. 

What  has  already  been  attempted  in  the  direction  of  teacher-training 
in  the  Sunday-school,  is  but  a  suggestion  and  an  earnest  of  what  is  yet 
to  be  done,  before  every  Sunday-school  teacher  is  as  he  should  be,  "a 
workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of 
truth." 

NEW   ENGLAND. 

As  hitherto,  Mr.  Trumbull  has  had  the  oversight  of  missionary  work 
in  this  field,  while  giving  his  chief  attention  to  normal  work.  Although 
only  two  permanent  missionaries  have  assisted  him  in  New  England, 
each  of  its  6  states  has  been  reached  by  him  or  his  co-workers 
within  the  year. 

Kev.  S.  U.  Record  has  continued  his  efficient  labours,  doing  mission- 
work  in    Maine,  Massachusetts,  and  Rhode   Island.     He  organized 
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24  new  Sundaj-Bcliools,  rc-organized  2  which  had  suspended,  and 
aided  112  others,  reaching  in  all  about  11,000  teachers  and  scholars. 
He  visited  upwards  of  1300  families,  and  addressed  72  oongr^ations, 
travelling  in  the  line  of  his  work  about  5300  miles. 

Two  new  churches  have  been  organized  within  the  year,  on  the  basis 
of  Sunday-schools  previously  gathered  by  him — 1  in  Maine  and  1  in 
Khode  Island.  The  founder  of  the  settlement  in  Maine,  where  the 
Sunday-school  was  followed  by  the  churchy  had  commenced  a  similar 
settlement  in  another  county  some  years  before,  with  the  avowed  pur- 
pose of  keeping  out  "rum  and  religion/'  He  succeeded  in  almost 
entirely  banishing  religion^  but  rnim  seemed  to  have  so  strong  an  affinity 
with  irreligion  that  it  would  not  stay  out  at  his  bidding.  The  result 
was  a  state  of  society  which  he  could  not  tolerate.  He  withdrew  his 
manufacturing  interests  from  that  community  and  tried  again  in  another 
settlement.  Although  still  disavowing  any  need  of  Christianity  to 
himself  personally,  ho  wanted  religion  in  his  new  colony,  "  because  it 
improved  society"  and  gave  him  "a  better  class  of  help"  in  his  busi- 
ness. He  aided  the  Sunday-school  missionary  in  his  work.  The 
Sunday-school  there  is  now  called  one  of  the  best  in  the  state,  and  the 
community  about  it  is  prospered  in  material  and  spiritual  interests. 

The  Rhode  Island  Sunday-school  which  rejoices  in  the  new  church 
organization,  was  gathered  under  circumstances  of  peculiar  discourage- 
ment. Three  grog  shops  seemed  the  principal  centres  oi  attraction 
when  the  missionary  first  visited  the  neighbourhood.  He  failed  the 
first  year  to  find  a  competent  Christian  man  for  superintendent,  and 
the  second  year  the  school-house  was  at  first  locked  against  him.  But 
the  prayerful  perseverance  of  the  missionary  was  rewarded.  The 
Sunday-school  was  commenced.  Souls  were  led  to  trust  in  Jesus. 
Prayer-meetings  were  held  in  the  ball-room  over  one  of  the  grog  shops. 
Two  of  the  three  liquor-dealers  gave  up  their  evil  business.  And  now 
a  church  has  been  organized  in  that  renovated  neighbourhood. 

Some  50  new  Sunday-schools  have  been  formed  by  Mr.  Record  in 
one  county  of  Massachusetts  since  he  commenced  its  canvass  a  little 
more  than  five  years  ago.  And  one-third  of  that  county  is  yet  to  be 
visited  by  him. 

Under  an  arrangement  of  long  standing  between  the  National  Society 
and  the  State  Association,  Mr.  John  D.  Wattles  is  a  Sunday-school 
missionary  for  Connecticut.  He  has  within  the  year  organized  3  new 
schools  and  aided  34  others,  including  an  aggregate  membership  of 
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6897.  His  principal  work  has  been  with  existing  schools  and  in  con- 
ference with  the  workers  of  different  denominations  throughout  the 
state.  He  has  secured  a  new  statistical  canvass  of  the  Connecticut 
Sunday-school  field,  and  has  aided  in  local  institutes  and  conventions 
tbrougiioiit  the  state,  travelling  nearly  11,000  miles  in  the  prosecution 
of  his  work. 

That  Sunday-school  missionary  effort  is  not  yet  superfluous  in  New 
England,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  in  one  district  where  Mr.  Wattles 
organized  a  new  school  only  3  families  of  its  28  were  in  the  habit  of 
ehoreh  attendance ;  and  of  the  48  children  living  in  that  neighbour-* 
liood  not  one  attended  Sunday-school.  Yet  all  of  these  were  nominally 
Protestant  families,  although  many  of  them  were  so  prejudiced  against 
erangelical  religion  that  the  active  members  of  the  nearest  Christian 
chnrch  were  unable  to  gather  a  Sunday-school  there,  even  if  library 
books  had  been  iiimished  to  any  extent.  But  the  pastor  and  people  of 
that  church  gladly  cooperated  with  the  missionary  in  his  work,  and  the 
new  school  had  their  sympathy  and  assistance  from  its  commencement. 

The  pioneer  missionary  work  of  the  Society  has  been  gaining  steadily 
in  the  confidence  of  New  England  Christians.  Notwithstanding  the 
financial  stress  of  the  last  year  the  contributions  from  this  field  in  aid 
of  this  work  have  been  larger  than  in  any  former  year.  Individual 
givers  are  more  commonly  than  hitherto  providing  for  the  support  of 
particular  missionaries.  The  reports  from  these  representative  workers 
strengthen  the  conviction  of  the  donors,  that  no  outlay  for  pioneer 
evangelism  is  more  richly  remimerative  than  that  which  sustains  the 
missionary  force  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union. 

NEW  YORK. 

F.  H.  Wisewell,  Secretary,  reports : 

Missionary  labour  has  been  prosecuted  as  usual  in  some  of  the  more 
needy  localities  in  this  field,  and  a  number  of  new  Sabbath-schools  have 
been  gathered.  The  work  done  by  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union,  however,  within  the  bounds  of  the  Empire  State,  is  by  no  means 
fully  shown  by  the  statistics  of  new  schools  created.  In  this  depart- 
ment only  fourteen  new  organizations  have  been  set  in  operation  by  the 
direct  missionary  labour  of  this  Society  during  the  year,  but  in  long- 
settled  districts,  the  call  is  not  so  much  for  the  organization  of  new 
schools  as  for  aid,  instruction,  and  encouragement  for  feeble  and  ineffi- 
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cient  ones  already  ezistiDg.  Among  the  poorer  farming  districts  in  the 
open  coimtrj,  where  the  care  of  individual  churches  does  not  reach,  the 
work  of  a  Sunday-school  missionary,  who  is  pastor  and  evangelist  for  a 
whole  region,  fills  a  place  in  promoting  the  interests  of  Christ's  cause 
among  all  people  of  whatever  name,  not  likely  to  be  filled  in  any  other 
way,  and  in  some  such  neighbourhoods  the  recent  labours  of  our  mis- 
sionaries have  been  appreciated  as  highly  useful. 

A  number  of  counties  have  been  explored,  and  personal  visitation  of 
families,  the  seeking  out  of  children  not  in  Sabbath-school,  the  holding 
of  neighbourhood  prayer-meetings,  the  stimulating  and  help  of  Sunday- 
school  conventions,  and  the  elevating  of  Sunday-school  work  in  the  esti- 
mation of  superintendents  and  teachers  who  have  had  hitherto  no  ade- 
quate conception  of  its  scope,  its  duties,  or  its  possibilities,  have  been 
undertaken  with  some  good  degree  of  success.  The  missions  schools 
thus  cared  for  have  not  been  left  untouched  by  the  special  and  gracious 
manifestation  of  Gk)d's  presence  so  thankfully  recognized  among  the 
Sabbath-schools  of  our  State  during  the  year.     A  missionary  writes : 

The  spirit  of  God  has  been  with  us  in  our  labours  and  much  good  has 
been  done  for  the  cause  of  Christ  on  my  field.  The  Lord  is  blessing 
some  of  our  Sunday-schools  so  that  a  number  of  souls  have  come  out 
openly  for  Him.  Most  of  them  are  children,  and  some  of  them  owe 
their  presence  in  the  Sunday-school,  directly  to  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union.  In  one  little  school,  organized  by  me  one  year  ago, 
about  20  have  thus  been  reached. 

The  general  regard  of  the  Christian  public  for  the  missionary  work 
of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  and  the  catholic  principles  on 
which  it  is  done,  is  manifestly  being  strengthened  year  by  year  in  such 
centres  of  wealth  and  influence  as  are  located  on  this  field.  The  ten- 
dency of  the  World's  Evangelical  Alliance  meeting  held  in  New  York 
within  the  past  year,  being  so  exactly  in  accord  with  the  principles  and 
practice  of  this  Society,  was  helpful  to  our  cause  as  to  every  other 
unselfish  Christian  work.  The  material  support  extended  during  the 
year  by  discriminating  and  fair  minded  givers,  has  been  unusually 
•  gratifying.  Renewed  thanks  are  also  due  to  those  generous  helpers  in 
churches  and  Sunday-schools — ^pastors  and  people  in  city  and  country — 
who  have  so  long  and  so  nobly  sustained  this  missionary  service  at  the 
West  and  at  the  South ;  and  on  this  favoured  field  our  eyes  must  still 
turn  to  Christian  men  and  women  of  large  means  and  liberal  aims,  with 
a  further  plea  for  the  multitudes  of  children  yet  untaught  in  God's 
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word.  Our  prayer  of  faith  for  this  Jubilee  Year  is,  that  New  York 
will  send  out  a  sympathetic  and  hearty  God-speed  to  all  tried  workers 
m  the  service,  and  furnish  means  for  commissioning  many  others  like 
them. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

John  K.  F.  Stites,  missionary,  reports : 

In  looking  back  through  another  year  and  reviewing  the  work  on  my 
field,  my  heart  is  filled  with  gratitude  to  Almighty  God.  His  presence 
has  been  granted  me,  and  he  has  been  pleased  to  own  and  bless  my 
unworthy  efforts:  38  schools,  with  over  2000  scholars,  have  been 
organized,  nearly  all  of  which  are  in  successful  operation  and  the  larger 
proportion  increasing  in  both  numbers  and  interest.  These  schools 
nave  already  exerted  a  powerful  influence  for  good,  and  that  influence  is 
being  extended  until  in  some  instances,  whole  neighbourhoods  have 
undergone  a  perfect  moral  transformation.  In  many  of  these  localities, 
nothing  save  a  union  effort  could  possibly  succeed  at  the  start,  and  even 
in  this,  great  labour,  with  patience  and  perseverance,  is  necessary.  And 
without  this,  these  children  and  youth  would  continue  to  grow  up  in  an 
ilmost  heathenish  condition;  our  Union  system  seems  to  meet  the  case, 
and  is  certainly  the  great  pioneer  in  preparing  the  way  among  these 
destitutes  ones,  for  future  good  work.  I  have  ever  been  received  kijidly 
by,  and  warmly  welcomed  among,  all  classes,  in  the  prosecution  of  my 
work.  I  have  visited  and  aided  during  the  year  a  large  number  of 
other  schools  on  my  field,  in  destitute  places  and  in  needy  circumstances, 
relieving  their  wants  so  far  as  possible,  and  encouraging  them  in  the 
good  work.  Besides  my  work  in  the  Pines,  villages  are  springing  up 
along  the  line  of  new  made  railroads,  demanding  my  attention  and  call- 
ing for  help ;  hence,  although  much  has  been  done,  the  work  increases 
and  much  remains  to  be  done.  A  number  of  buildings  have  been 
erected  during  the  year  for  our  school  purposes,  and  arrangements  have 
already  been  made  for  the  erection  of  others  during  the  present  year. 
Three  churches  have  been  organized  and  are  now  in  successful  opera- 
tion, enjoying  preaching  services  each  Sabbath  in  connection  with  a 
flourishing  Sunday-school.  In  one  instance,  the  church  building  is 
nearly  completed ;  the  others  are  worshipping  in  neat  and  commodious 
chapels,  erected  during  the  year.  In  one  of  these  places,  when  a  few 
years  ago  I  first  organized  our  little  Union  School,  it  was  for  some  time 
a  difficult  task  to  keep  things  moving.  The  people  were  both  destitute 
and  ignorant.  We  persevered,  however,  God  smiled  upon  our  efforts, 
and  the  school  became  a  success ;  the  reward  has  come.  A  church  has 
been  organized,  a  neat  building  erected,  and  in  it  a  good  congregation  is 
weekly  gathered  to  listen  to  the  preaching  of  God's  word.  Truly,  God 
hath  wrought  great  things :  to  His  name,  be  all  the  glory !  The  best 
part  of  my  report,  however,  remains  yet  to  be  made.  It  has  pleased 
God  to  bless  the  teachings  in  many  of  our  schools,  and  385  of  the 
ttholars  have  been,  as  I  believe,  hopefully  converted,  and  are  now 
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earnestly  endeayouring  to  the  best  of  their  abilities,  to  follow  the  Saviour. 
In  some  places  the  good  work  still  continues.  One  superintendent 
writes  me  to  come  at  once  to  them,  as  many  of  the  scholara  are  deeply 
anxious  about  their  soul's  salvation.  How  encouraging  all  this,  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  great  work  committed  to  me  I  The  demands  upon 
me  are  of  course  great.  My  ardent  prayer  is,  that  the  Lord  will  con- 
tinue His  presence  with  me,  and  friends  to  aid  me  in  carrying  the  work 
forward. 

I  herewith  present  a  detailed  account  of  the  work  done  on  my  field 
during  the  twelve  years  I  have  been  engaged  in  it : 

Schools.  Teftchen. '  Scbolara. 

Schools  organized,  .        .       >231  1,405  11,947 

Amount  given  schools, $1,287  69 

Amount  sold  schools, $1,129  13 

Bibles  and  Testaments  distributed, 1,256 

Familes  visited, '      14,241 

Miles  travelled,  .  ..'..'.         J      75,407 

Addresses  delivered,  .         .         .         .•       .         .•.       J     /.         2,104 

In  addition  to  the  above,  I  have  extended  aid  in  1248  instances,  the 
aggregate  of  which  represents  a  membership  of  10,177  teachers  and 
75,437  scholars.  The  Lord  has  sustained  me  in  my  work  during  all 
these  past  years :  relying  upon  His  aid,  I  cheerfully  go  forward  in  the 
future. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

J.  6.  Baughman,  missionary  for  York,  Adams,  Cumberland  and 
Franklin  Counties,  reports : 

The  seventh  year  of  my  missionary  work  is  closed  and  not  without 
some  blessed  results.  The  following  is  the  summary  of  my  year's  labours : 
New  schools  organized,  17;  teachers,  162;  scholars,  758;  addresses 
delivered,  63 ;  schools  visited  and  aided,  27 ;  teachers,  128 ;  scholars, 
893;  amount  sold  to  schools,  $122  18;  amoimt  given  to  schools, 
$30  16;  amount  given  to  individuals,  $2  60;  received  for  periodicals, 
$34  00;  Bibles  and  Testaments  given  away,  101;  families  visited, 
290;  collections  received,  $97  12;  miles  travelled,  3021;  missionary 
letters  written,  418. 

York  County. — ^This  county  is  well  organized  in  district  institutes, 
which  are  auxiliaries  to  the  county  organization,  and  are  fourteen  in 
number ;  meet  on  an  average  every  three  months,  and  are  generally  con- 
tinued for  two  days.  One  session  is  devoted  to  the  children,  and  is 
called  a  Children's  Meeting.  Churches  are  frequently  too  small ;  the 
effects  are  good. 

Adams  County. — ^Afler  a  good  deal  of  patience  and  labour,  we 
formed  an  organization  in  the  county.  The  first  session  was  held  in 
January  last;  it  had  a  tendency  to  awaken  a  deep  interest  in  the  minds 
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of  the  people,  and  was  quite  a  success.  The  county  is  also  well  organ- 
iied  in  district  institutes,  and  the  schools  are  in  a  prosperous  condition ; 
a  good  many  are  continued  all  the  year. 

Cumberland  and  Franklin  Counties  are  organized  in  county  associa- 
tioDS,  partly  through  my  personal  effort.  In  Cumberland  County, 
the  Sunday-school  interest  has  wonderfully  increased  during  the  last 
jear.  This  county  is  partly  organized  in  district  institutes.  Our  dis- 
trict institutes  have  been  the  means  of  much  good  in  giving  light  and 
knowledge  to  many  people,  both  in  Sunday-school  and  out  of  Sunday- 
school.  In  a  number  of  places  these  meetings  were  the  means  of  pre- 
paring the  way  for  reyivals  of  religion.  In  the  four  counties  assigned 
to  me,  quite  a  number  of  schools  are  needed,  especially  in  the  mount- 
linous  regions.  We  hope  that  many  of  the  destitute  children  can  be 
brought  under  religious  training. 

Conyersions  have  been  more  general  the  last  year  than  at  any  former 
year  of  my  labours,  especially  among  the  children.  A  little  boy  con- 
Terted,  came  to  the  minister  and  anxiously  inquired,  ^^  May  I  become  a 
member  of  the  church  ?''  The  minister  took  him  by  the  hand  and  said, 
"Johnny,  we  are  not  going  to  reject  you."  A  little  girl  wrote  to  me, 
"I  have  given  my  heart  to  Jesus,  pray  for  me  that  I  may  remain  faith- 
ful" Another  one  said,  ^^  I  am  now  a  Christian  and  love  Jesus  more 
than  anything  else."  These  are  a  few  of  the  many  similar  instances 
of  conversions  during  the  year.  At  a  place  where  I  could  not  find  a 
single  person  willing  to  pray  in  school,  a  little  girl  returned  home  and 
said,  ^'  Papa,  why  don't  you  pray  with  us  and  talk  to  us  about  Jesus,  as 
the  man  does  in  Sunday-school ;"  it  broke  the  father's  heart,  and  ho  is 
DOW  the  superintendent  and  an  earnest  Sunday-school  worker.  Most 
all  ministers  arc  interested  in  the  Sunday-school  work,  and  are  giving 
time  and  attention  to  the  early  training  of  the  children.  Some  preach 
special  sermons  to  the  children,  which  had  been  so  much  neglected  for 
many  years ;  wonderful  has  been  the  change  in  this  respect  within  the 
few  last  years.  The  method  of  teaching  has  been  greatly  improved;  the 
International  Lessons  have  proved  to  be  a  great  help  in  the  Sunday- 
school  cause,  in  making  practical  applications,  &c. 

Rev.  C.  Reimensnyder  reports : 

During  the  past  year  I  organized,  visited,  addressed,  and  otherwise 
aided,  72  Sabbath-schools,  containing  694  teachers  and  4,692  scholars. 
In  the  course  of  my  work  I  visited  298  families,  distributed  194  Bibles 
and  Testaments,  and  travelled  5,992  miles. 

My  work  was  chiefly  confined  to  Lancaster  and  Dauphin  counties. 
New  Sunday-schools  at  important  points  were  organized,  and  I  have 
received  very  cheering  reports  of  their  progress  and  usefulness. 

As  many  of  our  schools  here  are  still  closed  in  winter,  I  have  advised 
meetings  to  be  held  once  a  month  to  keep  up  the  interest  and  to  secure 
an  early  re-opening  in  the  spring.  Some  of  our  schools  have  tried  this 
plan  with  very  favourable  results. 

I  have  also  insisted  upon  the  formation  of  Bible  classes  for  adults, 
and  when  we   have   not  been   able  to   procure   suitable,  permanent 
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teacheni  for  such  classes,  I  have  advised  the  members  of  the  classes  to 
select  ooe  of  their  own  number  to  teach.  In  this  way  we  have  some 
place  for  all  who  are  willing  to  attend  oar  schools,  either  as  scholars  or 
teachers. 

The  schools  in  my  field  are  generally  growing  in  numbers,  interest 
and  usefulness,  and  the  prospect  of  the  work  is,  upon  the  whole,  quite 
encouraging. 


INDIANA  AND  OHIO. 

Annual  Report  (1873-1874)  of  Rev.  B.  W.  CJitdlaw. 

In  presenting  a  brief  report  of  my  thirty-eighth  year  of  missionary 
service  under  the  auspices  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  I  am 
forcibly  reminded  that  I  am  growing  old ;  and,  I  am  thankful  for  such 
prolonged  labours  in  behalf  of  a  Society  whose  efforts  in  the  cause  of 
early  religious  education  and  the  diffusion  of  Bible  knowledge  have 
accrmiplished  so  much  good  and  so  honoured  our  common  Christianity. 

The  remarkable  adaptation  of  the  missionary  work  of  the  American 
Sunday-School  Union  on  the  broad  basis  of  Christian  union,  and  taking 
the  Sunday-school  where  it  is  needed,  commend  its  claims  as  an  evan- 
gelizing agency  to  the  liberal  support  of  all  the  churches  of  our  land. 

The  increase  of  members,  both  children  and  adults,  and  the  elevation 
of  the  standard  and  methods  of  Bible  teaching  in  our  existing  schools, 
is  another  feature  in  our  missionary  work.  For  this  purpose  we  visit 
these  schools,  become  acquainted  with  their  wants,  and  render  Buch 
services  as  may  be  required  to  promote  their  efficiency  and  enlarged  use- 
fulness. Personal  conference  with  the  superintendent  and  officers,  hold- 
ing teachers'  meetings,  and  the  delivery  of  public  addresses,  afford  the 
opportunity  of  performing  this  part  of  our  duty  as  the  representative  of 
the  American  Sunday-School  Union. 

During  the  past  winter  it  was  my  privilege  to  aid  several  pastors  in 
protracted  meetings,  and  to  preach  the  blessed  gospel  of  the  grace  of 
God  in  vacant  churches,  where  God  honoured  his  word,  and  many 
were  added  unto  the  Lord.  In  these  favoured  places  we  hope  for  a 
large  increase  in  power  to  promote  Sunday-school  instruction  the 
coming  year.  The  converts  will  find  a  wide  and  effectual  door  opening 
into  fields  of  Christian  labour,  rich  in  promise  to  themselves  and  to 
those  for  whom  they  toil,  in  teaching  the  words  of  eternal  life. 

As  a  minister  of  the  gospel  and  a  Sunday-School  missionary,  my  own 
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floul  has  been  greatly  refreshed  and  strengthened  by  these  laboors ;  and 
we  hope  they  will  not  be  lost  to  the  interests  of  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union.  The  recorded  results  of  my  direct  Sunday-school  mis- 
nonary  work  are  not  what  I  oould  desire.  Owing  to  feeble  health  in 
the  autumn,  and  afflictions  in  my  dear  family,  my  report  is  quite 
meagre.  Nine  new  schools,  numbering  51  teachers  and  350  scholars 
were  aided ;  also,  6  old  schools  revived.  To  these  I  donated  $65  45  of 
oar  excellent  and  useful  publications. 

During  the  year,  in  the  performance  of  my  duty,  I  travelled  11,190 
miles,  wrote  356  letters,  preached  70  sermons,  and  made  106  Sunday- 
fichool  addresses.  I  also  made  10  visits  to  the  Ohio  Reform  School  for 
Boys,  where  I  enjoyed  special  and  favourable  opportunities  of  labouring 
for  the  spiritual  interests  of  its  450  inmates.  Into  county  jails  and  poor- 
houses,  into  hospitals  and  prisons,  where  the  impoverished,  the  criminal 
aad  the  outcast  needed  the  consolations  of  religion,  the  reforming  and 
saving  power  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  my  feet  were  often  led,  and 
my  voice  heard  in  messages  of  grace  frt)m  the  sinner's  Friend  to  crushed 
human  hearts.  Among  these  sad  wrecks  of  humanity,  the  great  mass 
never  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  Christian  home,  or  a  good  Sun- 
day-school training ;  hence  they  wandered  into  the  paths  of  vice  and 
crime ;  and  within  prison  walls  the  old  Sunday-school  missionary  meets 
them  under  the  pressure  of  very  unfavourable  circumstances.  Far 
better  to  gather  our  neglected  youth  into  our  Bible  schools  and  teach 
them  the  way  of  salvation,  lead  their  young  feet  to  the  paths  of  religion, 
that  they  may  live  in  the  love  and  fear  of  God. 

The  American  Sunday-School  Union,  with  its  past  record  and  future 
prospects,  presents  a  powerful  appeal  to  all  the  friends  of  Christian  edu- 
cation among  our  heterogeneous  and  neglected  masses.  On  this  field, — 
Ohio  and  Indiana, — a  reinforcement  of  missionaries  is  greatly  demand- 
ed. One-half  of  our  juvenile  population  yet  out  of  the  Sunday-school 
is  a  cogent  reason  for  a  speedy  and  large  reinforcement  to  prosecute 
the  organization  of  Sunday-schools  and  the  introduction  of  a  sanctified 
juvenile  literature  throughout  its  length  and  breadth. 

Grateful  for  the  continued  confidence  and  kindness  of  the  officers  of 
the  Society,  the  liberality  of  the  Christian  merchant  in  New  York  who 
sustains  me  in  my  chosen  work,  and,  trusting  in  the  divine  faithfulness 
and  power,  my  best  services  shall  be  bestowed  in  behalf  of  the  Ameri- 
can Sunday-School  Union,  the  Christian  education  and  the  salvation  of 
the  children  of  our  broad  land. 
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SEMI-CENTENNIAL  REVIEW,  BY  REV.  B.  W.  CHEDLAW. 

During  the  past  fifty  years  the  American  Snnday-School  Union  by 
its  missionary  work,  and  sanctified  juvenile  literature,  has  difiused  a 
vast  amount  of  Bible  knowledge,  and  impressed  Divine  truth  upon  the 
intellect  and  heart  of  millions  in  our  broad  land. 

As  one  of  its  missionaries  sent  forth  to  "  organize  a  Sunday-school  where- 
ever  there  is  a  population,"  it  has  been  the  privilege  of  the  writer  to 
labour  in  Ohio  and  Indiana  for  38  years.  His  first  commission, 
dated,  **  Philadelphia,  February  12,  1836,"  signed  by  Alexander 
Henry,  President,  and  John  Hall,  Secretary  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, lies  now  before  me.  It  is  a  printed  foolscap  sheet  containing 
instruction  to  the  missionary, — ^Hhe  peculiarities  in  the  character  and 
proceedings  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union," — ^a  list  of  its 
periodicals,  and  of  tracts  for  gratuitous  distribution.  Under  this 
commission  the  missionary  entered  upon  his  work,  and  found  in  the 
new  settlements  a  wide  and  inviting  field  of  labour.  In  the  earlier 
years  of  this  service,  many  churches  were  found  without  a  Sunday- 
school.  Ministers  and  people  gladly  accepted  his  aid  in  organizing 
schools,  and  supplying  them  with  books  and  periodicals.  In  destitute 
localities,  in  places  where  no  religious  society  existed,  his  efforts  were 
mainly  directed.  His  work  in  planting  a  Sunday-school  consisted  in 
exploration,  visiting  the  scattered  cabins,  holding  public  meetings  to 
give  information,  and  to  awaken  the  interest  of  the  people  in  the 
Christian  education  of  their  children, — ^to  organize  the  school,  and  to 
revisit  the  neighbourhood  as  often  as  possible  in  behalf  of  the  good 
work.  Equipped  with  a  strong  horse,  capacious  saddle  bags,  and  a 
pocket  compass,  following  the  newly-opened  road,  the  ^^  blazed  track,'' 
or,  finding  his  way  through  the  unbroken  forests,  he  traversed  his  field, 
and  found  his  work.  The  settlers  were  generally  very  hospitable,  and 
much  interested  in  his  mission.  This  rendered  his  work  pleasant,  easy, 
and  successful.  He  seldom  failed  to  unite  them  in  the  organization, 
and  support  of  a  Sunday-school.  All  that  could  read  were  supplied 
with  the  Holy  Scriptures, — and,  those  that  could  not,  were  supplied 
with  the  Union  Primer,  or  a  Spelling  Book,  with  its  excellent  religious 
reading  lessons. 

Such  an  organization  became  a  centre  of  educational  power,  reaching 
the  intellect  and  heart  of  all  under  its  influence.  The  Union  Sunday- 
school  calling  out  the  activities  of  the  religious  element  in  the  settlement 
or  village, — the  reading  of  the  word  of  Gk)d,  and  religious  books,  and 
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Divine  truth  operating  on  the  sonl,  a  meeting  for  prayer  and  confer- 
ence woold  soon  follow.  C^od  would  hear  and  answer  prayer — a  rerival 
of  reli^on  would  hless  the  community  and  many  souls  would  be  added 
to  Uie  Lord.  Then  an  itinerant  minister  would  be  attracted  to  a  field 
"  white  for  the  harvest,"  and  a  church  of  Christ  would  be  gathered,  a 
honae  of  worship  erected,  and  Christianity  firmly  planted  in  the 
locality.  Such  has  been  the  history  of  hundreds  of  Sunday-schools 
established,  and  aided  by  the  missionaries  of  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union. 

Recently,  I  visited  Cromer,  Allen  County,  Ohio,  a  thriving  village  in 
a  very  prosperous  agricultural  neighbourhood.  There  is  but  one  church 
in  the  place,  it  numbers  over  three  hundred  communicants,  occupies  a 
commodious  house  of  worship,  has  four  large  and  flourishing  Sunday- 
schools  under  its  care,  and  enjoys  the  faithful  labours  of  an  efficient 
and  devoted  pastor.  In  1837  while  labouring  in  the  new  settlements 
of  North-western  Ohio,  I  found  a  few  pious  settlers  on  "  Pike  Run,"  a 
tributary  of  the  Auglaize  river,  and  established  a  Union  Sunday-school 
among  them.  The  next  year  I  found  the  school  flourishing,  and 
largely  increased  in  numbers,  with  a  prayer  meeting  attached  to  it. 
The  following  year,  1839,  a  church  was  organized,  a  log  chapel  erected, 
and  the  services  of  a  pastor  secured.  This  Union  Sunday-school  was 
the  day  of  small  things  to  the  early  settlers,  but  it  was  the  beginning 
of  days  and  the  germ  out  of  which  grew  the  Congregational  Church 
of  Gomer,  one  of  the  largest  and  most  prosperous  churches  in  that  part 
of  the  state,  a  glorious  testimony  of  the  evangelistic  power  of  the 
missionary  work  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union.  The  lapse  of 
time,  the  extent  of  territory,  and  the  great  changes  constantly  trans- 
piring in  a  new  country,  render  it  almost  impossible  to  collect  the 
information  necessary  to  show  definitely  the  results  of  our  Sunday- 
school  missionary  labors  in  its  relation  to  the  progress  of  religious 
thought,  the  conversion  of  souls,  and  the  organization  of  churches  on 
our  field  of  labour.  In  latter  years,  while  revisiting  the  scenes  of  our 
early  labours,  we  do  not  find  the  Union  Sunday-school  we  established 
maintained  as  such.  Now,  we  find  a  well  organized  church  of  Christ, 
a  house  of  worship,  the  living  ministry,  and  a  community  pervaded 
by  the  elevating  and  saving  power  of  the  gospel.  The  Union  Sunday- 
school  accomplished  its  mission,  and  was  the  dawn  of  the  brighter 
day  in  which  the  people  now  rejoice.  For  many  years,  the  writer,  as 
Superintendent  of  Missions  in  Ohio  and  Indiana,  had  associated  with 
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him  a  large  number  of  co-labourers,  ministers,  theological  students,  and 
laymen  of  various  denominations,  the  record  of  whose  earnest  and 
unwearied  labours  in  Sunday-school  extension  and  improvement,  would 
form  a  bright  page  in  the  history  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union, 
and  atford  reliable  testimony  of  its  adaptation,  power,  economy  and 
usefulness  in  Christian  work  to  bless  and  save  the  rising  generation. 
For  the  want  of  data,  such  a  record  of  labour  and  results  cannot  be 
reduced  to  writing,  but  it  is  found  in  the  general  progress  and  growing 
usefulness  of  the  Sunday-school  work  in  these  two  great  Common- 
wealths,— in  living  stones  in  the  temple  of  Grod  on  earth,  and  bright 
jewels  sparkling  through  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  around  His  throne  in 
heaven. 

MICHIQAN. 

llcv.  Thomas  Wright,  Superintendent,  reports : 

At  the  time  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  was  organized,  in 
1824,  Michigan  was  yet  a  territory,  and  probably  no  portion  of  the 
country  at  the  beginning  of  its  history  suffered  as  much  from  misrepre- 
sentation. According  to  the  report  of  a  survey  ordered  by  Congress 
in  1812  the  soil  of  Michigan  was  pronoimced  worthless. 

From  the  beginning,  this  state  has  taken  great  interest  in  the  educa- 
tion of  its  children.  As  early  as  1827  a  law  was  enacted,  which  or- 
dained that  "the  citizens  of  any  township  having  50  householders 
should  provide  themselves  with  a  school-master  of  good  morals,  to  teach 
the  children  to  read  and  write.  Any  township  with  200  householders 
was  required  to  have  a  school-master  who  could  teach  Latin,  French, 
and  English.  For  neglect  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  law, 
the  town  became  liable  to  a  fine  of  $50  to  ^150."  The  lands  granted 
by  the  General  Grovornment  "for  the  support  of  schools"  contain  about 
1,000,000  of  acres,  and  the  proceeds  are  wholly  devoted  as  "a  perpetual 
fund  for  that  object." 

The  whole  number  of  children  now  in  the  state,  by  the  last  school 
report,  is  421,322.  Nearly  two-thirds  however  of  these  children  and 
youth  live,  in  the  rural  districts  and  new  settlements,  and  so  make  a 
moHt  important  and  promising  field  for  Sunday-scoool  missionary 
labour.  The  northern  portion  of  the  lower  peninsula  is  becoming 
dotted  over  with  the  cabins  of  settlors,  thousands  of  whom  are  drawn 
thither  by  the  homestead  law.  Others  are  attracted  to  these  regions 
by  the  cheapness  of  the  railroad  and  school  lands,  or  by  openings  for 
business  and  professional  life  at  new  commercial  centres.     The  great 
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majoritj  of  these  settlements  in  regard  to  religious  privileges  are  weak 
and  greatly  need  sympatliy  and  help.  The  American  Sunday-School 
Union  has,  especially  for  the  last  ten  years,  pursued  its  work  of  organ- 
izing and  sustaining  Sunday-schools  in  these  destitute  and  needy  com- 
munities with  great  success.  The  visits  and  labours  of  the  Sunday- 
school  missionaries  have  been  most  welcome  to  the  people,  and  many 
of  the  schools  they  have  planted  and  cared  for  have  been  the  source  of 
ever-telling  and  untold  good. 

The  number  of  schools  organized  by  the  missionaries  of  the  Society 
within  the  state  during  the  past  ten  years  is  1062,  with  5659  teachers 
and  30,602  scholars.  A  still  larger  number  of  schools  have  been  visited 
and  many  of  them  aided,  as  their  wants  required,  by  donations  of  the 
Scriptures,  books  and  papers.  Hundreds  of  souls  connected  with  the 
schools  under  our  care  have  been  brought  to  trust  in  Christ,  and  a 
goodly  number  of  organizations  for  Christian  worship  have  been  formed 
from  these  schools.  In  this  work  we  have  had  the  sympathy  and 
patronage  of  prominent  citizens  of  Michigan,  pastors  and  churches, 
Sunday-school  superintendents  and  their  schools,  with  the  friendly  aid 
of  others  in  the  Eastern  states.  The  work  must  still  go  on  ;  the  state 
needs  it :  for  it  is  the  character  of  the  people  more  than  anything  else 
that  makes  the  state;  the  interests  of  education  demand  it,  for  ''the 
Sunday-school  is  the  evangelist  of  the  common  school ;"  the  church  of 
Christ  requires  it,  for  "  the  church  is  in  the  SahhathschooV 

Alvin  Upson,  now  twenty-two  years  in  the  service,  writes : 

In  the  last  ten  years  I  have  travelled  with  a  horse,  30,318  miles; 
have  organized  210  new  Sunday-schools,  haviug  1124  teachers  and 
6068  scholars;  I  have  also  re-organized  59  schools,  with  356  teachers 
and  1869  scholars — a  work  that  is  often  more  difficult  than  a  new 
banning.  I  have  also  put  in  circulation  about  1000  Testaments.  On 
looking  over  the  field  of  my  labours,  embracing  some  twelve  counties  in 
all,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  many  souls  have  been  converted. 
Churches  have  been  planted  and  God  honoured  thereby.  Not  to  occupy 
time  with  incidents  at  length,  I  will  refer  to  one  township  which  was 
without  any  religious  organization,  in  fact  it  seemed  to  be  worse  than 
that,  as  it  appeared  to  be  burned  over  with  *'  no  soul-ism,"  &c. ;  now 
they  have  in  that  township,  three  church  organizations  and  two  respect- 
able houses  of  worship,  and  three  ministers  of  "God  holding  forth  to 
them  the  great  plan  of  salvation  through  a  Redeemer. 

Rev.  W.  D.  Potter  reviews  his  labours  as  Sunday-school  Missionary 

in  the  counties  of  Genesee,  Lapeer,  Tuscola,  Sanilac,  and  Huron : 

TVhen  I  entered  the  service  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union 
on  this  field,  in  March,  1866,  little  had  been  done  to  awaken  general 
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interest  in  Snn day-school  work,  and  nothing  systematically  to  reach  the 
destitute  in  the  new  settlements.  Now,  few  neighboorhoods  are  with- 
out schools  at  least  some  portion  of  the  year ;  ministers  are  doing  far 
more  to  promote  the  work  and  the  people  take  a  deeper  interest;  there 
is  a  growing  sense  of  the  responsibility  and  sacredness  of  the  teacher's 
work.  All  these  are  cheering  signs  of  progress.  I  have  organized  67 
new  Sunday-schools,  having  376  teachers  and  2252  scholars.  That  at 
least  an  equal  number  of  schools  have  directly  resulted  from  my  labours, 
is  certainly  within  the  truth.  I  have  visited  and  aided  by  donations, 
113  schools. 

Revivals  and  Conversions. — ^In  one  instance,  only  a  few  weeks 
passed  before  a  revival,  growing  directly  out  of  the  school,  resulted  in 
the  conversion  of  many  and  the  permanent  establishment  of  the  church 
and  the  means  of  grace .  In  another,  where  the  school  was  started  with 
much  labour  and  some  diflSculty,  a  revival  followed,  a  church  was  organ- 
ized and  a  house  of  worship  built  in  eighteen  months  from  the  opening 
of  the  school.  In  another,  where  much  hard  work  was  necessary  to 
keep  the  school  alive,  a  few  days  labour  of  the  missionary  and  others, 
resulted  in  a  precious  revival  and  a  church  of  between  30  and  40  mem- 
bers was  organized.  In  another,  in  eight  months  from  the  opening  of 
the  school,  a  revival,  originating  in  it  and  the  labours  of  the  missionary, 
brought  most  of  the  older  scholars,  several  little  children  and  many 
others,  to  hope  in  Jesus.  In  many  others,  revivals  of  greater  or  less 
extent  have  been  enjoyed  and  individual  conversions  have  occurred  in 
most  of  the  schools.  From  personal  observation  and  reliable  informa- 
tion, it  is  believed  that  more  than  300  persons  have  thus  been  led  to 
Christ.  Some  25  church  organizations  have  grown  out  of  these  schools 
where  none  existed  when  they  were  organized,  the  school  being,  in  most 
instances,  a  principal  means  of  gaining  this  result. 

Circulation  op  the  Scriptures. — ^When  I  entered  the  work  on 
this  field,  a  tract  of  country,  more  than  50  by  75  miles,  had  no  Bible 
Depository,  and  it  was  often  difficult  for  those  who  desired  it,  to  get 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  and  many  individuals  and  families  were  desti- 
tute. I  have  circulated  2025  copies,  most  of  which  would  have  been 
got  from  no  other  source.  Scores  of  families  have  now  the  Bible  and 
many  hundreds  of  children  each  his  Testament,  who  would  not  have 
had  them  but  for  the  visits  of  the  Sunday-school  missionary. 

The  Sabbath  and  Public  Worship. — Want  of  suitable  Sabbath 
employment  leads  directly  to  Sabbath  breaking.  A  young  man  said  to 
me,  "  We  cannot  lie  around  all  day  and  do  nothing,  so  we  go  and  see 
somebody,  hunt,  fish,  or  take  a  row  on  the  lake;  we  know  it  is  not 
right,  but  we  do  it  for  all  that.  Give  us  something  to  do,  and  some- 
thing to  read,  and  we  shall  not  want  to  do  these  things."  I  have,  by 
personal  effort,  secured  stated  preaching,  more  or  less  frequent,  in  at 
least  thirty  places,  and  the  people  when  awakened  to  it,  have  secured  it 
for  themselves,  in  many  more.  A  minister  said  to  me,  "  You  give  the 
people  such  a  stirring  up,  and  the  Sunday-school  keeps  them  so  stirred 
up,  that  they  feel  as  if  they  must  have  preaching."  Another  minister 
said,  "  You  are  just  working  us  to  death ;  your  Sunday-schools  open  so 
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Bftny  places  and  make  so  many  calls  for  preaching,  we  cannot  meet  the 
half  of  them;"  and  prayer-meetings  sometimes  grow  out  of  the  schools 
aod  do  mach  good. 

Mr.  E.  S.  Ingersoll  says : 

It  is  now  fifteen  years  since  I  entered  the  corps  of  Sunday-school 
workers,  under  the  flag  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union.  I  have 
been  labouring  all  the  time  in  Michigan.  I  have  organized  571  Sun- 
day-schools, with  3413  teachers  and  20,783  scholars,  and  visited  5295 
&miHeB.  This  work  has  been  done  in  niearly  half  the  counties  of  this 
itate.  Many  of  these  schools  have  grown  into  Christian  churches  of 
different  denominations.  I  will  give  a  few  facts  and  incidents  con- 
nected with  this  work,  illustrating  its  adaptation  to  the  wants  of  the 
people. 

In  1860, 1  organized  a  Sunday-school  in  the  county  of  E.,  in  a  set- 
tlement of  five  families.  It  was  on  a  week-day.  All  the  men,  women 
and  Children  had  come  together,  to  pile  the  logs  that  one  man  had  cut 
around  his  shanty.  While  they  were  eating  supper,  I  gave  a  short  ad- 
dress, and  a  Sunday-school  was  organized.  My  closing  counsel  was, 
^  Don't  let  a  family  that  moves  into  your  settlement  live  here  one  Sab- 
bath without  an  invitation  to  attend  your  Sunday-school.''  This  advice 
was  foUowed.  Three  years  after  I  was  invited  to  visit  that  school,  and 
supply  them  with  a  new  library.  The  price  was  $10.  They  took  a 
eoUection.  The  superintendent  gave  one  dollar;  he  was  barefooted, 
said  he  had  not  a  boot  or  shoe.  A  lady  gave  three  shillings,  saying, 
'•  I  have  saved  it  towards  getting  me  some  shoes,  but  I  love  to  give  it 
for  a  Sunday-school  library/'  Her  feet  were  very  poorly  clad.  Others 
made  equally  great  sacrifices  until  they  had  raised  $3  25,  and  I  think 
every  penny  in  the  congregation  was  in.  The  superintendent  asked  if 
I  could  wait  for  the  balance.  I  replied,  "  You  remember  God  accepted 
Abraham  and  spared  the  victim,  so  I  think  he  will  accept  this  offering; 
take  back  your  money.  In  the  name  of  Mrs.  W.,  I  present  you  this 
library."  Five  years  after  this  I  visited  them  again,  and  found  80  or 
90  persons  in  the  school,  and  was  told  that  every  family  within  two 
miles  was  represented.  Now  there  is  a  Presbyterian  Church  there,  and 
regular  preaching  is  sustained. 

In  the  year  1862,  I  canvassed  the  county  of  C.  One  Sabbath,  as  I 
was  going  to  my  appointment,  I  found  about  twenty  boys  playing  ball. 
The  next  day  I  returned  to  that  district,  visited  every  family,  and 
talked  about  a  Sunday-school.  Some  were  anxious,  some  indifferent, 
and  some  made  light  of  it.  I  saw  that  a  certain  individual  must  be 
enlisted,  and  he  was  a  notorious  *'  horse  jockey."  I  went  to  his  house 
for  the  night.  For  a  time  we  chatted  on  politics,  agriculture,  horses, 
&c.  Then  I  introduced  Sunday-schools.  He  was  frank  to  say  they 
were  good,  if  properly  conducted,  "  but  it  is  of  no  use  to  undertake  one 
bere.  Why,  the  boys  play  ball  here  every  Sunday."  "  Why  shouldn't 
they,"  I  asked,  *'  they  have  nothing  else  to  do ;  give  them  a  good  Sun- 
day-school and  a  good  library,  and  they  wont  play  ball."  ''  O  fie,  don't 
talk  to  me ;  and  more,"  said  he,  ''  they  steal  my  watermelons  and  stack 
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the  vines."  "  Just  in  keeping  with  the  propensity  of  all  boys  who  have 
nothing  better  to  do.  1£  yon  will  take  hold  of  the  Sunday-school  here 
and  try  to  make  it  interesting,  I  will  guarantee  your  watermeions,  and 
that  there  will  be  no  more  ball-playing  on  the  Sabbath." 

The  next  Sabbath  we  had  a  good  meeting ;  the  boys  were  there,  and 
voted  to  organize  a  Sunday-school.  Mr.  "  Horse  Jockey"  waa  elected 
librarian.  Afler  the  meeting,  he  invited  me  to  his  home,  and  made  a 
great  many  inquiries  about  his  duties ;  said  he  had  no  idea  there  was 
80  much  to  a  Sunday-school.  He  ordered  books  and  papers  from  me 
from  time  to  time.  Three  years  after  I  called  on  him,  and  asked  about 
the  Sunday-school.  "  It  is  a  perfect  success,"  said  he ;  "  the  boys  have 
not  played  ball  a  single  Sunday  since  you  were  here ;  and  just  come 
and  see  my  watermelons.  I  can  raise  more  than  I  can  eat  or  give 
awaj."  A  Baptist  minister  commenced  preaching  there  soon  after  the 
Sunday-school  was  organized.  Soon  a  church  was  formed,  and  meet- 
ings every  Sabbath. 

In  B.  county  we  organized  a  Sunday-school  in  October,  in  the  cham- 
ber of  a  lumberman's  office,  with  4  teachers  and  26  scholars.  In 
January  I  visited  that  school,  and  found  8  teachers  and  50  or  60 
scholars.  In  January,  I  found  them  in  a  well-finished  school-house. 
In  the  evening,  I  addressed  135  persons  there.  Now  there  is  a  flour- 
ishing Congregational  church;  a  minister  settled,  and  a  very  good 
parsonage  has  been  built. 

In  1870  I  went  to  a  new  field  in  the  northern  part  of  our  state.  In 
the  county  of  C.  I  found  a  heterogeneous  mixture  of  inhabitants,  most 
of  them  under  the  influence  of  Komanism.  I  visited  from  house  to 
house,  and  urged  the  study  of  the  Bible  wherever  I  found  those  who 
oould  understand  my  language.  The  school  was  organized  with  5 
teachers  and  28  scholars.  The  first  Sabbath  I  think  there  were  36 
present,  the  second  over  60,  and  the  fourth  120  persons.  That  school 
lives,  and  a  Methodist  class  is  organized  there,  and  regular  preaching 
is  maintained. 

H.  Densmore  states : 

I  commenced  my  service  eight  years  ago.  The  Lord  gave  me  this 
work  among  the  children,  and  a  host  of  His  warmest  friends  to  support 
and  cheer  me  in  it,  and  promised  Himself  to  preserve  me  while  I  gave 
myself  to  "  consider  the  poor,"  and  take  care  of  "  the  children  of  the 
needy."  All  of  which  He  has  more  than  fulfilled.  Through  the 
trackless  wilderness  He  has  led  me  in  ways  I  knew  not,  directing  me 
to  families  and  settlements  I  could  not  otherwise  have  found ;  and,  bet- 
ter still,  afler  finding  them.  He  has  given  me  blessings  with  which  to 
bless  them.  Through  the  Bible  Society  He  has  given  me  Bibles  and 
Te8tamt3nts  for  these  poor  families ;  and  through  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union  He  has  given  me  over  $1000,  to  furnish  their  children 
with  books  and  papers. 

I  have  found  3747  of  His  stray  lambs  in  the  wilderness,  made  137 
new  folds  for  them,  and  gathered  them  in  imder  the  care  of  647  under- 
shepherds  to  feed  and  watch  over  them;  and,  better  still,  I  have  seen 


29 

ofer  400  of  tliese  lost  Iambs  brought  into  Christ's  fold.  Over  30 
organixatioDS  for  Christian  worship  have  been  the  result  of  these  Union 
Snndaj-schools,  and  a  good  foundation  laid  for  more  in  other  places. 
The  present  year,  especially,  has  been  one  of  great  encouragement  In 
one  district^  where  there  was  not  a  Christian  man,  and  but  two  Chris- 
tian women,  they  got  a  man  from  another  settlement  to  superintend 
their  school,  whose  wife,  imiting  with  the  two  Christian  women,  started 
a  prayer-meeting.  The  Lord  heard  their  prayer,  and  crowned  their 
efibrts  with  abundant  success;  17  souls  were  led  to  Christ,  most 
of  them  heads  of  families.  That  school  is  now  7  years  old,  and 
has  neTer  had  a  vacation.  The  district  is  poor,  but  they  pay  $100 
a  year  for  preaching,  and  $15  to  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union. 

In  another  district,  where  the  people  were  all  divided  by  sectarian 
jealoosiefl,  each  having  tried  to  sustain  a  denominational  school  but 
failed,  I  proposed  to  organize  a  Union  Sunday-school.  They  said  that 
would  certainly  fail,  because  there  was  no  union  there  in  anything. 
But  it  was  my  first  effort,  and  I  was  deeply  in  earnest,  visited  every 
&mily,  and  all  promised  to  come  the  next  Sunday  and  see  what  could 
be  done.  Sunday  came,  and  with  it  the  whole  settlement.  The  school 
was  organized  on  the  union  plan,  which  proved  to  be  just  what  they 
needed.  All  difficulties  were  harmonized  and  settled  by  shaking  hands 
and  promising  to  forget  the  past  and  do  better  in  the  future.  The 
little  log  school-house  soon  gave  way  for  a  frame  house ;  prayer-meetings 
were  started,  preaching  secured,  adjoining  districts  came  in,  and  within 
a  few  years  about  70  souls  were  brought  to  Christ.  Now  they  have  a 
beautiful  meeting-house  just  across  the  road  from  the  little  log  school- 
house,  where  they  have  preaching  every  Sunday.  United  to  Christ 
they  are  united  to  each  other. 

Testimony  of  Rev.  A.  S.  Badger,  a  successful  missionary  of  the 
Society,  on  the  western  border  of  the  state,  for  several  years  during  the 
time  covered  by  this  report : 

There  are  thousands  of  people  entering  upon  our  great  public  domain, 
80  situated  as  not  to  be  reached  by  church  organizations.  How  shall 
a  pe^iple  thus  situated,  and  especially  the  children,  have  the  gospel  ? 
Send  to  them  the  Sunday-school  missionary  and  you  solve  the  problem. 
He  goes  from  house  to  house,  scatters  tracts  and  papers,  calls  the 
people  together  in  some  cabin  or  log  school-house,  or  under  the  branches 
of  a  tree,  and  tells  them  the  "  old,  old  story." 

The  8chf»ol  is  Union,  The  denominational  preferences  of  each  are 
thus  equally  respected.  They  meet  on  a  common  platform — the  Bible. 
From  Sabbath  to  Sabbath  Peter  and  James,  Paul  and  John  preach  to 
the  people  from  the  pages  of  the  sacred  book,  and,  in  thousands  of 
instances,  with  an  effect  like  that  which  attended  their  ministry  eighteen 
centuries  ago. 

Said  a  gentleman  who  called  on  me  a  few  days  since :  "In  a  few 
looDths  after  you  organized  that  Sunday-school  under  the  trees  on  the 
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shore  of  the  lake,  47  persons  were  led  to  the  Saviour."  This  const »- 
tuted  the  whole  community  with  the  exception  of  one  man.  They  now 
have  a  church  organization.  Such  is  the  adaptation  of  the  Sunday- 
school  missionary  work  to  the  wants  of  the  people  of  a  new  country. 
It  opens  the  way,  as  in  this  case,  for  all  the  other  ordinances  of  the 
gospel. 

NORTH-WESTERN    DISTRICT. 
F.    G.    INSIGN,    SUPERINTENDENT,    CHICAGO. 

In  prosecuting  the  Pioneer  Sunday-school  Missionary  work  in  this 
department,  the  past  year,  there  have  been  many  things  to  encourage 
us  and  deepen  the  conviction  that  this  kind  of  service  is  acceptable  and 
well-pleasing  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church. 

We  have  extended  our  labours  far  out  on  the  frontier,  among  the 
homesteads  of  the  newer  States,  not  forgetting,  however,  the  neglected 
settlements  in  the  older  States.  It  has  been  our  purpose  to  seek  out 
and  reach,  fir  fit  ^  those  who  have  no  other  means  of  public  religious 
instruction  than  the  Sunday-schools  we  establish,  and  second,  to  aid  and 
encourage  those  already  in  operation.  We  do  not  consider  our  work 
done,  when  the  now  school  is  organized,  though  it  frequently  occurs 
that  it  will  require  no  aid,  so  far  as  donations  of  books  are  concerned, 
after  the  first  or  second  year  Still  we  watch  over  our  schools,  and  by 
personal  visitation,  correspondence,  and  other  means  seek  to  make  them 
self-sustaining  and  permanent. 

In  this  wo  have  been  more  than  usually  successful.  Extensive  re- 
vivals have  occurred  in  many  of  our  schools — in  some  communities 
reaching  almost  the  entire  population,  children  and  adults.  They  have 
shared  proportionately  in  the  general  religious  awakening  that  has  re- 
freshed so  many  churches  throughout  the  land.  Imost  from  the 
beginning  of  winter  this  work  began,  taxing  our  missionaries  to  the 
utmost  to  respond  to  the  calls  for  special  meetings,  in  localities  where 
the  little  Sunday-school  was  the  first  instrumentality,  through  the  study 
of  the  Bible,  in  awakening  religious  interest.  ' 

The  experience  of  this  year  has  led  me  to  believe  more  firmly  in  the 
pmcer  and  efficacy  of  tlie  Bible  to  reform  men  and  communities,  and 
build  up  professed  Christians  in  faith,  and  quicken  them  to  good  works. 

Last  year  Dr.  Snowden  established  a  Bible-school  in  the  Nebraska 
Penitentiary.  The  object  was  to  study  the  Bible,  and  to  be  conducted 
mainly  by  the  prisoners  themselves.  It  was  my  privilege  to  visit  the 
school  several  months  after  it  was  organized.    A  number  of  the  prisoners 
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were  rejoicing  in  dirist,  and  such  testimony  as  this  came  from  several 
of  them :  "  K  I  had  known  of  the  Bihle  when  I  was  a  child,  I  should 
nerer  have  heen  here." 

Martin  B.  Lewis,  who  has  laboured  for  many  years  in  Central  Min- 
nesota with  marked  ability,  says : 

When  I  see  all  that  has  been  done  by  a  single  person,  I  wonder  how 
it  was  possible,  and  yet,  when  the  time  was  passing,  I  felt  that  more 
should  be  done.  I  have  pushed  new  organizations  of  Sunday-schools 
into  new  settlements.  I  have  aided  workers  in  all  departments  of 
Christian  effort. 

I  haye  been  assured  that  this  work  has  strengthened  the  hands  of 
frontier  ministers.  It  has  encouraged  and  made  stronger,  churches 
whose  strength  and  vitality  were  failing.  It  has  made  glad  our  older 
eebools  in  many  ways.  At  one  time  I  held  meetings  to  create  popular 
enthusiasm  in  the  interests  of  the  children  of  our  Sunday-schools,  for 
twenty-four  consecutive  days  speaking  from  two  to  four  times  each  day. 

The  &11  came,  and  with  it  earnest  pleadings  from  our  new  schools 
for  more  aggressive  work,  and  the  winter  was  commenced  with  precious 
ingatherings. 

Some  say  they  were  brought  to  Christ  by  a  kind  word  of  interest  for 
their  souls,  others  by  the  words  of  earnest  affection  said  to  their 
children. 

And  I  could  tell  of  those  who  have  been  awakened  and  led  to  the 
Saviour  in  great  numbers  in  several  of  our  new  schools. 

I  have  been  able  to  present  the  truths  of  God's  word  in  such  manner 
a*  to  secure  an  earnest,  thoughtful  attention  in  539  families,  gathering 
2336  scholars,  and  on  an  average  their  number  has  been  augmented 
20  per  cent.,  making  it  2800,  or  more;  adding  to  these  359  teachers 
who  were  unemployed  on  the  Sabbath,  and  were  rusting  out  for  want 
of  active  labour,  organizing  for  this  class  59  new  Sunday-schools. 
Besides  this  I  have  aided  60  other  of  our  older  schools,  in  which  there 
were  470  teachers  and  3195  scholars. 

I  have  given  to  the  needy  and  destitute,  233  Bibles  and  Testaments, 
travelled  3850  miles,  and  delivered  183  addresses. 

D.  II.  Mason,  labouring  in  north-western  Minnesota,  states : 

At  the  opening  of  the  new  Sunday-school  year,  it  behooves  us  to 
review  the  past  and  recount  the  signs  of  progress  in  the  work  com- 
mitted to  our  hands.  During  the  past  year  I  have  organized  33  new 
Sunday-schools,  gathered  into  them  105  teachers  and  680  scholars; 
visited  and  otherwise  aided,  96  schools;  inaugurated  4  Sunday-school 
conventions,  in  the  interest  of  the  cause ;  delivered  136  addresses ;  vis- 
iteii  537  families;  distributed  130  Bibles  and  Testaments,  and  travelled 
4323  miles. 

With  the  growth  of  the  country,  my  field  is  enlarged ;  five  new  coun- 
ties have  been  added  this  year.  A  region  on  the  Upper  Mississippi,  long 
aeglected  and  almost  barren,  has  been  visited  and  made  to  blossom  with 
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Sunday-schools.  Several  tours  have  been  made  to  the  border  of  the 
field,  besides  visiting  the  interior  as  much  as  possible.  The  ground  has 
been  explored  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Red  River  of  the  north,  from 
the  Minnesota  River  to  the  line  of  the  North  Pacific  Railroad ;  and  from 
the  regions  beyond  the  cry  is  heard,  "  Come  over  and  help  us." 

Three  years,  save  two  months,  have  elapsed  since  we  came  on  this  new 
field,  making  Alexandria  our  headquarters ;  have  laboured  in  21  differ- 
ent counties,  carrying  the  blessed  Bible  and  establishing  schools  for  its 
study  in  village,  hamlet,  and  waste  places  on  the  extreme  frontier.  The 
summary  results  are  as  follows :  Organized  102  Bible-schools,  engaging 
as  teachers  351  persons,  for  2275  scholars;  families  visited,  1523;  dis- 
tributed 943  volumes  of  the  Word ;  delivered  380  addresses,  and  trav- 
elled, mostly  with  my  own  conveyance,  10,600  miles.  These  schools, 
and  many  others,  have  been  supplied  with  libraries  and  papers,  receiving 
aid  from  the  generous  grants  to  the  cause.  These  schools  bid  fair  to 
become  permanent  institutions,  and  in  twenty  instances  churches  already 
are  planted  upon  their  foundations. 

Within  the  past  year  and  a  half,  God  has  opened  to  us  a  most  im- 
portant field  in  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin,  among  the  Swedes  and  Nor- 
wegians. At  first  the  effort  to  introduce  Union  Sunday-schools,  seemed 
to  be  unsuccessful,  and  for  many  months  the  door  was  to  all  appearance 
closed  to  us.  This  was,  however,  only  the  seed  time,  for  the  past  eight 
months  have  been  full  of  encouragement.  Mr.  William  Gunderson  has 
laboured  with  great  earnestness  and  skill,  and  has  succeeded  in  estab- 
lishing 50  new  Sim  day- schools  for  the  children  and  youth  of  his  people. 
The  work,  however,  has  developed  so  rapidly,  that  we  are  obliged  to 
commission  another  man  to  work  with  Mr.  G.  in  this  most  interesting 
field.  It  seems  white  already  for  the  harvest.  Of  his  personal  work, 
Mr.  Gunderson  says : 

During  last  year  I  have  travelled  through  Minnesota  about  2000 
miles,  reaching  my  countrymen  and  many  other  foreigners,  whom  I 
found  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  church,  religious  instruction,  and  the 
Bible.  The  year  closes  with  organizing  50  Sunday-schools.  Next, 
above  all  things,  acknowledging  the  grace  of  God,  who  always  opened 
the  way  where  the  influence  of  intemperance  and  infidelity  prevailed, 
we  should  remember  that  where  we  could  find  no  man  to  take  the 
charge  of  the  Sunday-school,  we  always  found  faithful  Christian  women 
who  willingly  took  hold  and  are  nobly  working  on.  The  reports  from 
the  Sunday-schools  gives  every  encouragement.  A  very  interesting  re- 
vival has  gone  through  all  the  settlements,  and  there  is  a  general  awak* 
ouing  of  religious  interest  among  the  people. 

L.  Milton  Marsh,  labouring  in  Iowa,  writes : 

Another  year  has  just  closed.  The  full  extent  of  the  labours  of  this 
y^>ttr  aw  known  only  to  our  dear  heavenly  Father,  who,  we  trust,  has  not 
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only  watclied  over  us  with  tender  sympathy,  hut  has  also  directed  our 
steps,  as  wo  have  passed  through  the  land  planting  or  aiding  Bible 
Bchools,  or  holding  out  the  cup  of  salvation  to  perishing  souls. 

My  year's  work  presents  the  following  statistics :  105  Sunday-schools 
organixed  and  aided,  containing  1075  teachers  and  10,960  scholars. 
Have  visited  160  families,  given  101  addresses,  and  travelled  over 
10,000  miles.  Many  hundr^s  of  children  and  youth  are  now  enjoy- 
ing the  privileges  of  the  Sunday-school,  who  would  have  been  destitute 
of  any  religious  instruction  but  for  our  Sunday-school  missionary  work. 

In  four  different  places  I  have  been  called  to  preach  Christ.  The 
number  brought  to  the  Saviour  in  these  meetings  will  reach  sixty  or 
more,  and  included  persons  of  all  ages,  from  the  child  of  a  few  years  to 
one  over  three  score  and  ten. 

Several  churches  have  grown  out  of  the  work  of  the  past  and  former 
years  of  labour.  It  is  doubtless  true  that  in  none  of  the  newer  States 
has  the  Sunday-school  work  been  more  prosperous  than  in  Iowa,  and 
yet,  by  the  report  of  our  State  Sunday-School  Association,  over  240,000 
of  the  half  a  million  of  children  and  youth  within  our  borders  are  still 
without  Sunday-school  instruction.  More  than  one-third  of  this  num- 
ber are  on  the  field  assigned  me. 

G.  S.  Billings,  labouring  in  northern  Iowa,  reports  as  follows : 

My  field  embraces  10  counties,  and  the  northern  half  of  6  others. 
My  labours  for  the  past  seven  and  one-half  months  has  been  confined 
mostly  to  Black  Hawk,  Grundy,  and  Butler  counties.  So  far  as  figures 
can  give  the  result,  they  show  17  new  schools  organized,  with  71 
teachers  and  565  scholars;  other  schools  visited  and  aided,  25, 
with  2013  scholars  and  215  teachers;  400  families  visited,  and  many 
prayed  with ;  64  sermons  and  addresses  delivered,  65  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments distrilautcd,  and  1944  miles  travelled.  Figures,  however,  can 
only  partially  present  the  excellencies  of  the  work.  One  community 
has  been  visited  with  a  work  of  grace;  10  back-sliders  were  reclaimed, 
one  young  man  converted,  family  prayers  were  instituted  in  several 
houses,  while  2  weekly  prayer  meetings  are  well  sustained.  At  a  ser- 
vice in  another  district  recently,  12  arose  for  prayers,  and  3  yielded 
to  Jesus. 

I.  Wayne  Snowden  reports : 

I  planted  this  year  79  Sunday-schools,  and  in  their  wake  258  con- 
versions have  taken  place,  and  18  churches  organized.  In  less  than 
three  years  I  have  organized  234  Sunday-schools;  teachers  in  them, 
1087;  scholars,  7433;  schools  visited  and  aided,  211;  teachers  in 
them,  708 ;  scholars,  5692 ;  Bibles  distributed,  2909 ;  families  visited, 
1334 ;  miles  travelled,  9900 ;  addreases  and  sermons,  492 ;  conversions 
reported,  541 ;  and  37  churches  organized. 

The  work  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  has  done,  and  is  still 
doing,  for  our  beloved  country  for  the  last  fifty  years,  is  indeed  incalcu- 
lable, and  calls  forth  our  profoundest  gratitude  to  Almighty  God. 
Eternity  alone  will  sum  up  the  grand  results. 
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I.  P.  Gage,  whose  field  of  labour  is  in  Nebraska,  north  of  the  Platte, 
says: 

The  following  is  the  summary  of  missionary  services  performed  in 
my  territory  for  the  ten  months,  ending  March  1,  1874 :  Number  of 
new  schools  organized,  22;  officers  and  teachers  in  them,  114;  scholars, 
624 ;  other  schools  visited  and  aided,  21 ;  officers  and  teachers  in  them, 
182 ;  scholars,  1277 ;  Bibles  and  Testaments  distributed,  142 ;  different 
families  visited,  379 ;  essajrs  and  addresses  delivered,  124 ;  miles  travel- 
led, 5362. 

Over  50  conversions  are  reported  already,  a  good  proportion  being 
children  and  youth. 

Rev.  Amasa  Rippetoe  reports : 

My  labours  have  been  mostly  confined  to  the  south-eastern  counties 
of  Nebraska,  viz. :  Johnson,  Pawnee,  Nemaha,  and  Richardson.  I  have 
organized  since  I  entered  the  field  35  Sunday-schools;  have  gathered 
into  them  1125  scholars,  with  158  teachers;  have  travelled  1300  miles; 
visited  225  families ;  given  away  264  copies  of  the  Scriptui'cs  to  desti- 
tute schools  and  individuals.  I  have  also  visited  and  aided  15  other 
schools,  having  665  scholars,  95  teachers,  and  have  assisted  in  quite  a 
number  of  protracted  meetings,  visited  the  sick  and  dying,  and  con- 
versed with  them  about  Jesus  the  Saviour. 

Many  of  the  schools  have  had  precious  revivals  of  religion  this  winter. 
A  great  number  of  the  scholars  in  attendance  have  been  converted.  So 
far  as  heard  from  there  have  been  over  100  conversions,  out  of  which 
7  churches  have  been  organized. 

We  have  before  us  a  very  interesting  review,  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Corey, 
of  the  labours  of  the  Society,  with  some  of  their  results,  in  the  West; 
but  as  we  are  pressed  for  room,  and  have  already  quoted  largely  in  this 
Report  from  the  documents  of  this  excellent  and  energetic  missionary, 
we  omit  the  paper  referred  to. 

REPORT   OF   SOUTH-WESTERN  DISTRICT. 

BBV.  W.  p.  PAXSON,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

It  is  an  impossibility  to  imagine,  much  less  collate  for  publication,  all 
the  good  done  by  any  one  benevolent  Christian  institution  in  one  year, 
much  less  for  50  years,  especially  when  that  institution,  like  the  Ameri- 
can Sunday-School  Union,  has  for  its  especial  object  the  religious  cul- 
ture of  the  children  and  youth  of  the  land  who  are  otherwise  unpro- 
vided for. 

Since  my  superin tendency  of  this  field,  1867, 1  think  it  safe  to  say 
that  200  churches  have  grown  from  our  schools.  In  the  last  50  years 
500  would  not  be  a  large  estimate  in  one  missionary  field.  Sixty  have 
grown  from  our  schools  in  seven  yeaxs. 
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I  have  on  file  reports  from  the  scliools  I  have  organized  since  1865, 
and  the  nnmber  of  conversions  amount  to  2000.  Just  now  a  mighty 
wave  of  rerival  influence  is  penetrating  our  land,  and  we  hear  of  oon- 
Tersions  by  hundreds  this  winter.  God  is  blessing  us  abundantly.  The 
first  report  for  this  year  is  a  semi-centennial  report  from  the  veteran 
Sunday-school  missionary  Stephen  Pazson,  and  speaks  volumes  in  a 
few  words. 

A  Short  History  of  the  Miuionary  Labors  of  Stephen  Paxson,  while 
MiSiionary  of  the  American  Sunday- School  Union,  written  by  him-' 
$el/. 

My  father  died  when  I  was  young.  I  was  raised  by  strangers ;  was 
troubled  with  a  stoppage  in  my  speech,  which  caused  my  education  to 
be  neglected.  Consequently,  I  grew  up  to  manhood  illiterate,  ignorant 
and  wild,  when  I  married  a  good,  religious  girl,  settled  in  Western  Illi- 
nois, and  was  persuaded  to  attend  Sunday-school  by  my  eldest  child,  a 
daughter  in  her  ninth  year.  I  never  had  been  in  Sunday-school  before, 
and  was  greatly  astonished  when  I  found  out  what  a  Sunday-school 
was.  I  became  a  scholar,  and  soon  a  teacher,  and  in  less  than  four 
weeks  after  I  entered  the  school,  I  sought  and  obtained  a  hope  of  eter- 
nal life.  I  then  felt  it  my  duty  to  take  a  class  of  boys,  and  teach  them 
God*8  word  the  best  I  knew  how.  This  I  did  for  nearly  four  years,  at 
the  expiration  of  which  time  I  felt  a  strong  desire  to  gather  in  other 
children,  as  this  was  the  only  Sunday-school  in  the  county  at  this  time. 
My  brethren  in  the  church  discouraged  me  very  much,  telling  me  I 
wanted  to  become  popular  and  run  for  some  office,  when  such  a  thing 
had  never  entered  my  mind.  So  I  cut  loose  from  all  my  advisers 
except  my  Heavenly  Father,  who  always  advises  his  children  right,  and 
started  my  first  Sunday-school  in  what  was  called  "  Egypt,"  some  five 
miles  from  where  I  lived.  I  was  superintendent  for  one  year.  That 
school  has  never  stopped,  although  it  has  been  more  than  thirty  years 
smce  it  was  started,  and  a  large  church  has  grown  out  of  that  school, 
and  at  least  two  ministers  of  the  Gospel  have  gone  out  from 
that  school,  and  are  now  preaching  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation. 
I  soon  after  started  some  eight  or  ten  other  Sunday-schools  that 
are  still  in  existence.  These  schools  are  all  in  Scott  county, 
Illinois.  The  teachers  would  often  come  to  me  for  advice,  and 
wanted  to  know  more  fully  how  to  teach  God's  Iloly  Word:  they 
besought  me  so  earnestly  for  information,  that  after  due  reflection  it 
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occurred  to  me  to  have  them  all  come  to  one  place,  and  there  spend 
one  or  two  days  together  in  talking  and  praying  for  wisdom  to  guide 
and  direct  us.  This  was  the  first  Sunday-school  Teachers'  Gonyention, 
perhaps,  that  was  ever  held  in  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  I  had 
never  heard  of  one  before.  The  convention  did  us  all  good.  I  became 
so  anxious  for  Sunday-school  information  that  I  talked  Sunday-school 
to  all  I  met.  I  was  directed  to  the  venerable  John  Adams,  the  &,ther 
of  Dr.  Adams  of  New  York  City,  and  oh,  what  a  blessed  thing  it  was 
to  meet  with  that  good  man  I  From  him  I  learned  more  Sunday-school 
than  from  all  the  men  I  had  ever  met  before.  He  came  to  my  Sunday- 
school,  and  talked,  lectured,  and  prayed.  He  instructed  parents,  teach- 
ers and  children,  and,  without  my  knowledge,  recommended  me  to  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union  as  a  suitable  person  to  travel  as  a 
Sunday-school  missionary.  After  many  struggles  and  trials,  I  accepted 
my  first  commission,  April  22, 1848,  from  Mr.  A.  W.  Corey,  then  Agent 
of  the  Depository  in  St.  Louis.  I  laboured  with  all  the  power  I  pos- 
sessed from  that  time  up  to  1868,  when  I  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Depository  in  St.  Louis.  Nor  did  my  missionary  labours  stop  there.  I 
still  dbntinued  to  embrace  every  opportunity,  though  not  reported  to 
the  Society. 

Number  of  schools  organized  up  to  1868,  where  none  had  ever  been  : 
In  Missouri,  278 ;  Illinois,  1036 ;  total,  1314.  Number  of  scholars, 
70,125;  teachers,  13,280;  schools  aided,  1747;  schools  organized  and 
aided,  3061;  scholars  in  schools  organized  and  aided,  131,260. 

Many  large  and  flourishing  churches  have  grown  out  of  these  schools : 
Evangelical  churches, — ^for  no  other  churches  grow  out  of  union  schools 
organized  by  missionaries  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  :  and 
I  earnestly  believe  that  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  has  done 
and  is  still  doing  more  to  establish  evangelical  Christianity  in  the  Val- 
ley of  the  Mississippi  than  any  other  society  in  our  country,  and  may 
the  blessing  of  God  rest  on  the  noblest  institution  of  our  country  and 
age. 

Mr.  J.  Hayden,  missionary  for  south-west  Missouri,  reports : 

I  have  been  labouring  in  the  blessed  Sunday-school  work,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  for  seven  years  and  a 
half.  God  has  truly  blessed  my  efibrts.  I  have  by  His  blessing  been 
enabled  to  organize  417  schools,  with  2762  teachers  and  23,486  children ; 
and  have  reorganized,  visited,  and  aided  473  others,  with  4531  teachers, 
and  44,502  scholars.  I  have  sold  to  these  schools,  organized  and 
visited,  $4089  19  worth  of  religious  books,  and  $554  63  worth  of 
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Smidaj-ecliool  periodicals;  hayo  distribated  4900  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments; bave  also  given  religions  Sunday-scbool  books,  Bibles,  and  periodi- 
tab,  to  the  amoxintof  $1958  66.  I  have  averaged,  in  organizing,  more 
than  one  school  each  week,  daring  the  seven  years  and  a  half,  besides 
thoee  visited  and  aided,  &c.  In  performing  this  work,  I  have  travelled 
31,167  mUcB. 

The  next  missionary,  Mr.  Franc  Mitchell,  of  Arrow  Bock,  Mo.,  has 
been  labouring  but  a  short  time.     He  writes : 

In  response  to  your  call  for  a  report  of  my  work  during  the  year,  I 
have  organized  25  schools,  visited  and  assisted  37;  in  all  62,  consisting 
of  2320  scholars,  and  342  teachers.  To  accomplish  this  I  have  trav- 
elled 2202  miles. 

Rev.  Oeo.  S.  Brinkerhoff,  missionary  for  south-east  Missouri,  writes: 

Boring  nine  months  ending  January  1, 1874, 1  organized  42  Sabbath- 
Bchools  containing  147  teachers,  1546  pupils;  visited  and  aided  28 
schools  containing  124  teachers  and  1322  pupils;  donated  of  the 
Society's  fund  to  needy  schools  $87  50  worth  of  literature,  besides  dis- 
tributing t82  50  worth  of  books  and  papers  sold ;  furnished  284  Bibles 
and  Testaments  to  schools  and  individuals  not  able  to  buy ;  visited  249 
Emilias;  delivered  58  lectures,  beside  a  considerable  correspondence 
with  Sabbath-school  officers ;  travelled  2503  miles. 

3Iy  field  of  labour  was  in  Iron,  Madison,  St.  Francis,  Wayne,  and 
Reynolds  counties,  Missouri.  South-east  Missouri  is  truly  a  missionary 
fitld 

John  Cassell,  missionary  for  south-east  Kansas,  writes : 

I  have  been  in  the  mission  work  of  the  American  Sunday-school 
UDion  eighteen  months,  during  that  time  I  have  organized  88  new  Sunday- 
schools;  aided  and  visited,  103;  revisited  and  aided,  147;  number  of 
teachers,  1664;  scholars,  13,351 ;  addresses  delivered,  257  ;  miles  trav- 
elled, 7068 ;  copies  of  Scripture  furnished,  775 ;  of  families  visited, 
563. 

Ahout  200  conversions  are  traceable  to  the  Sunday-school  influence 
in  three  counties,  and  my  labour  has  extended  over  eight 

D.  M.  Alter  of  Arkansas,  writes : 

Since  coming  South  I  am  more  than  ever  convinced  that  the  litera- 
ture and  workings  of  our  Society  form  a  bond  of  union  greatly  needed 
in  the  present  age. 

Summary  of  Sunday-school  work  done  by  D.  M.  Alter,  in  Arkansas, 
|J>r  the  American  Sunday-school  Union,  March  1, 1873 — March  1, 1874 : 
Schools  organized,  39;  teachers  in  these,  160;  scholars  in  these, 
1520;  schools  addressed,  91;  schools  visited,  36;  schools  otherwise 
aided,  27 ;  teachers  in  these,  291 ;  scholars  in  these,  2503 ;  amount 
given  to  schools,  $143  56  ;  amount  sold  to  schools,  $284  61 ;  amount 
*>ld  to  individuals,  $6  72;  amount  given  to  individuals,  $4  50;  amount 
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ree^:iTed  for  periodicds,  S22  80;  Bibles  and  Tfirfamenta  diatribiited, 
150  >  fsunWifHk  Tuited,  672;  collections  receired,  $12  00;  miles  tr»- 
TclU/l,  .KllO;  sddrcsses  delivered,  101.  One  charch  organixation 
f^rowln^  out  of  the  8abbath-flcliooL  Preaching  at  six  points  where  the 
Mchf^A  was  firftt  established.  In  all,  26  conyersions.  Two  temperance 
or^anizationfl:  throogh  these  4  dmnkards,  and  11  cheweis,  smokers, 
and  dippem  have  been  reformed. 

It  now  onlj  remains  to  give  snmmarj  of  work  done  in  the  South- 
w':sU;m  I>istrict  since  September,  1865,  iu>t  including  last  year's  work : 
New  schor>ls  organised,  1466;  containing  teachers,  9063;  containing 
NcholarH,  68,609 ;  schools  visited  and  aided,  2945 ;  containing  teachers, 
25,716;  crmtaining  scholars,  195,563;  total  schools  reached,  4411; 
f^>riUiiriing  teachers,  29,739 ;  containing  scholars,  264,172 ;  families 
viniU'Ay  9638;  oost  of  books  and  publications  distributed*  by  grant  and 
sal^„  $26,376  78. 

SOUTHERN   DISTRICT. 

IhiY,  John  McCullagh,  Henderson,  Ky.,  Superintendent,  reports : 

The  Society  having  completed  the  fiflieth  year  of  its  existence,  a 
retroHp^iCtive  view  will  enable  us  to  realize  more  distinctly  the  magnitude 
and  importance  of  the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged.  Fifty  years  ago 
the  population  of  the  United  States  was  not  quite  eleven  millions ;  now 
it  is  forty-one  mill  ions.  Then  it  was  estimated  that  127,000  scholars 
were  enrolled  in  Sabbath-schools;  note  there  are  about  6,000,000. 
May  wo  not  expect  a  largo  increase  in  the  fifty  years  to  come,  when 
there  are  9,000,000  of  children  and  youth  at  the  present  time  to  be 
yathred  in  f 

Fur  half  a  century  our  missionaries  have  been  cutting  channels  of 
oounnunication  for  the  river  of  the  water  of  life  to  flow  freely  through 
our  broad  land,  thus  opening  springs  in  the  desert,  and  providing  wells 
of  water  in  the  wilderness,  causing  the  solitary  place  to  bo  glad  for 
thoui,  and  the  desert  to  rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose. 

The  following  will  give  a  summary  of  our  work  in  the  South :  9741 
now  Sabbuth-schools  organized,  numbering  67,102  teachers  and  563,142 
scholars;  1SJ87  old  schools  visited,  aided,  and  addressed,  and  the 
foundation  of  700  churches,  numbering  over  40,000  communicants,  are 
now  rvokoned  among  the  results  of  this  work. 

With  glad  hosannas  and  jubilant  thanksgivings  to  Gh)d  for  such 
glorioiut  riHsults,  we  would  here  si»t  up  a  stone,  and  call  it  "  Ebenezer," 
iwying,  **  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us." 
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There  is  not  a  more  inviting  field  for  Christian  effort  in  the  wide 
▼orld  than  is  open  to-day  in  the  destitute  South,  where  millions  are 
starving  for  the  hread  of  life. 

During  the  past  year  our  missionaries  h&ve  organized  374  new 
Sabhath-schools,  numbering  2052  teachers  and  20,046  scholars;  aided 
and  addressed  595  old  schools ;  distributed  4872  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments; visited  2237  families;  travelled  41,281  miles;  and  delivered 
1242  addresses. 

Hundreds  of  facts  might  be  given  showing  the  necessity  and  value 
of  this  work ;  the  following  will  serve  as  samples : 

Rev.  J.  C.  Buchanan  reports  from  Kentucky : 

Very  few  have  any  conception  of  the  trials  and  triumphs  of  a  Sunday- 
school  missionary.  In  1867  I  determined  to  make  a  raid  on  a  Hard- 
shell settlement  in  Russell  county,  Kentucky.  I  was  warned  not  to 
go,  as  that  people  had  never  allowed  a  missionary  to  enter  their  domains ; 
after  a  long  ride  through  the  "  Pine  Woods,"  I  reached  the  school-house, 
where  the  "  master"  was  walking  the  floor  with  a  six-foot  rod  in  hand, 
without  either  coat,  vest,  or  shoes,  and  all  his  scholars,  54  in  number, 
were  also  barefooted, 

I  spent  an  hour  telling  them  about  Sunday-schools.  I  then  asked 
each  separately,  "  Did  you  ever  sing  V*  All  answered  "  No,"  except 
one  boy,  who  said  he  could  sing  Yankee  Doodle.  Here  I  had  a  class 
of  54  boys  and  girls  from  7  to  18,  only  5  of  whom  could  read,  and  not 
one  of  them  had  ever  read  a  verse  of  the  sacred  Scriptures — these  rude 
mountain  children  soon  learned  three  of  our  best  hymns.  I  then  gave 
each  a  Child's  World  and  a  picture-card,  and  promised  to  return  on 
Saturday  week,  and  they  must  ask  everybody  to  come.  I  found  a 
crowd — the  whole  district  had  turned  out.  The  little  parson  was  the 
first  to  meet  me,  and  said :  **  I  s'pose  you're  the  man  that  has  kicked 
up  such  a  fuss  among  the  children."  The  parson  could  not  read, 
neither  could  his  wife  nor  any  of  his  eleven  children.  „ 

We  had  a  very  enthusiastic  meeting  that  day  and  the  next,  and 
organized  a  Sabbath-school  of  75  members,  and  I  gave  them  a  library. 
Thus  the  anti-mission  spirit  gave  way  to  our  glorious  institution,  for  in 
six  months'  time  36  persons  had  learned  to  read  the  best  of  books, 
and  20  had  professed  faith  in  Christ. 

Our  Jubilee  Year  has  been  one  of  unusual  prosperity  in  our  Sabbath- 
school  work  throughout  my  entire  Eeld. 

Rev.  Isaac  Emory  reports  from  Tennessee : 

When  I  commenced  work  here  seven  years  ago  there  were  not  100 
Sabbath-schools  in  the  eastern  half  of  this  State,  now  I  can  count 
1000,  of  which  292  were  organized  by  myself,  and  over  400  others 
helped  into  efficiency  by  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  These 
Bible-schools  are  now  teaching  about  75,000  children  and  youth  the 
old,  old  storv  of  redeeming  love. 
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Our  Jubilee  Tear  has  been  one  of  reyivals  all  oyer  m j  field ;  it  would 
be  a  low  estimate  to  put  the  number  of  conversions  at  1000.  Not  less 
than  60  churches  have  grown  out  of  our  Union  schools  in  Tennessee. 

Bev.  G.  S.  Jones  reports  from  North  Carolina : 

An  ex-governor  of  the  State  says  of  our  work  in  North  Carolina :  "  I 
am  convinced  from  what  I  can  see  and  learn  of  the  benefits  resulting 
from  the  efforts  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  that  one 
missionary  has  done  more  for  the  true  interests  of  our  State,  than  has 
been  accomplished  by  all  the  politicians  in  and  out  of  the  state  legisla- 
ture since  the  close  of  the  war/' 

During  the  past  six  years  I  have  organized  167  new  Sunday-schools, 
aided  and  addressed  216  old  schools;  in  these  schools  over  1130  con- 
versions have  been  reported  and  31  churches  organized  and  revived. 

Bev.  D.  B.  Nelson  reports  from  North  Carolina : 

More  than  25  years  ago  a  missionary  of  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union  working  in  East  Tennessee  crossed  the  line  into  the  mountains 
of  North  Carolina  and  organized  a  Sabbath-school;  it  grew  into  a 
church,  a  house  was  built,  an  academy  was  established,  and  5  other 
Union  schools  have  grown  out  of  the  original  scion. 

I  have  laboured  six  years  in  these  mountain  coimties,  and  found  only 
50  Sabbath-schools  in  14  counties,  now  there  are  over  500 ;  one-third 
of  them  were  organized  by  myself,  and  the  infiuence  of  our  work  pro- 
duced most  of  the  others,  since  four-fiflhs  of  them  are  on  the  Union 
plan  and  claim  connection  with  the  American  Sunday-School  Union. 
About  3000  of  our  scholars  have  been  converted  and  16  churches 
organized,  where  Sabbath-schools  had  been  planted. 

Bev.  T.  H.  Legare  reports  from  South  Carolina : 

In  a  late  tour  I  attended  the  celebrations  of  several  Sabbath-schools 
among  coloured  people,  fruits  of  my  former  labours;  addressed  one 
congregation  of  2000  of  these  people,  and  everywhere  found  encourage- 
ment. During  the  last  three  years  I  have  organized  155  Bible-schools, 
in  this  my  native  State,  and  the  results  are  both  gratifying  and 
encouraging. 

A  missionary  writes  from  Georgia : 

Our  Jubilee  Year  has  been  one  of  rich  blessings  throughout  my  field ; 
great  numbers  have  been  brought  into  the  church  from  our  Bible- 
schools  ;  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  has  accomplished  a  noble 
work  in  the  Empire  State  of  the  South. 

Bev.  J.  J.  Strong  reports  from  Alabama : 

Notwithstanding  the  deep  poverty  and  the  moving  character  of  a 
large  part  of  our  population,  yet  we  have  made  a  good  beginning, 
having  organized  19  new  Sabbath-schools  during  the  winter,  and  hope 
for  grand  results  the  coming  year. 
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J.  0.  Eastman  reports  from  Florida : 

My  field  is  a  hard  one  naturally,  but  it  has  of  late  suffered  greatly 
from  indifference,  poverty,  and  neglect.  The  present  condition  of  the 
people  is  truly  deplorable ;  with  abundance  of  land  heavily  taxed,  but 
unproductive  for  want  of  reliable  labour,  or  robbed  of  a  great  part  of  its 
crop  by  the  dishonesty  of  thieving  neighbours,  so  that  to  be  rich  in  land 
18  to  be  practically  poor. 

Notwithstanding  these  and  other  drawbacks  to  my  work,  I  have  many 
successes  to  report  and  much  of  promise  for  the  future.  I  have  great 
reason  to  rejoice  that  all  the  schools  organized  give  great  promise  of 
success. 

The  freedmen  receive  me  cordially  everywhere,  and  many  of  the 
schools  organized  among  them  report  good  progress  and  continued 
interest.  One  of  the  first  started  grows  more  interesting,  with  an 
iTerage  of  90  scholars  and  10  teachers;  between  40  and  50  of  the 
scholars  have  joined  the  church. 

America  in  1924 — ^What  shall  be  its  Character  ? — ^As  we 
look  over  this  broad  land  of  ours,  with  its  majestic  mountains,  its  mighty 
rivers,  its  extended  prairies,  its  vast  mineral  wealth,  its  far-reaching 
untilled  acres  of  rich  ^il,  inviting  the  agriculturist,  the  artisan,  the 
mechanic,  the  professional  and  the  business  man  from  every  clime ;  and 
as  we  witness  from  year  to  year  the  rapidly  swelling  tide  of  immigration 
pouring  in  from  all  quarters  of  the  earth,  bidding  fair  to  make  it  the 
rendezvous  "  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people,  and  nation ;"  as 
we  reflect  upon  the  influences  for  evil  that  will  be  thus  augmented, 
What,  we  may  well  ask  with  anxious  concern,  is  to  be  the  future  of 
America? 

'"  A$  the  children  of  the  present  day^  such  will  he  the  men  and  women 
of  the  next/*  Those  who  are  to  be  the  prominent  actors  in  the  stirring 
scenes  of  our  country's  history  fifty  years  hence  are,  or  may  be,  now 
within  our  reach,  to  be  influenced  by  our  efforts  and  fashioned  by  our 
example.  The  childrerf  now  gathered  into  our  Sabbath  or  enrolled  in 
our  common  schools — nay  further,  the  neglected  ones  who  are  growing 
up  without  instruction,  save  what  they  get  at  the  corners  of  our  streets 
or  receive  amid  the  squalidness  of  a  place  called  home,  but  not  entitled 
to  that  sacred  name — these,  these  are  to  be  the  men  and  women  of  1 924, 
carrying  on  its  commerce,  engaging  in  its  enterprises,  occupying  the 
benches  of  justice,  controlling  the  halls  of  legislation,  and  pushing  on 
its  plans  of  intellectual,  moral,  and  religious  improvement,  or  inventing 
iniquitous  schemes  of  evil  wherewith  to  curse  the  world.  Can  we  con- 
ceive of  any  sacrifice  too  great  to  be  made  to  secure  so  important  a 
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result  as  the  proper  moulding  and  guiding  of  these  rising  millions, 
when  the  interest,  the  peace,  the  honour,  the  safety,  the  prosperity  of 
the  nation,  all  depend  upon  their  proper  training  7 

Jubilee  Offerings. — "  According  as  the  Lord  thi/  God  hath  blessed 
thee.*'  Can  we  then  as  Christians,  as  Patriots,  as  Philanthropists,  he 
too  diligent  in  our  duties,  too  prayerful  in  our  closets,  or  too  Mheral  in 
our  Jubilee  Offerings  to  this  noble  National  Society,  the  American 
Sunday-School  Union,  when  such  momentous  interests  are  at  stake, 
when  future  America  is  to  be  saved  for  Christ  ^ 

CALIFORNIA. 

Report  of  W.  N.  Meserve,  missionary,  for  1873-1874. 

My  first  school  was  organized  May  18th,  1873,  and  my  last  for  the 
year,  November  2d.  Since  that  time  I  have  been  employed,  in  connec- 
tion with  my  regular  work  of  visiting  and  aiding  schools,  in  organizing 
a  society  in  San  Fraucisco  for  the  benefit  of  a  class  of  children  hitherto 
neglected. 

During  July  and  August  of  1873,  two  young  men  were  employed  as 
missionaries ;  they  organized  14  schools.  In  November,  a  permanent 
co-labourer  was  commissioned,  who  succeeded  in  organizing,  before  the 
rains,  1  school.  In  March,  this  year,  he  organized  3  more,  and  in 
April,  5 ;  these  added  to  my  work  (not  counting  the  society  mentioned 
above),  make  a  total  of  41  schools. 

Altogether,  we  travelled  about  5300.  miles,  visiting  many  families, 
scattering  tracts  and  papers,  and  holding  religious  meetings.  The 
force  of  labourers  should  be  largely  multiplied,  so  that  our  52  counties, 
some  of  them  large  enough  for  states,  might  be  adequately  canvassed. 
We  have  one  labourer  in  Oregon,  none  in  Nevada,  and  two  in  Califor- 
nia, and  the  field  is  '^  white  already  to  harvest." 

FOREIGN   WORK. 

For  a  fuller  account  of  this  interesting  work,  the  usefulness  of 
which  is  largely  owing  to  the  zeal  and  enterprise  of  our  excellent  Vice- 
President,  Albert  Woodruff,  we  refer  to  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Foreign  Sunday-School  Association,  auxiliary  to  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union,  Brooklyn,  October  16th,  1873.  We  present  a  few  brief 
abstracts : 

Spain. — ^In  Barcelona,  Mr.  G.  Lawrence  has  established  10  day- 
schools  and  4  Sunday-schools ;  in  Madrid,  the  feasibility  of  issuing  a 
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Spuilsh  SuBday-Bchool  paper  for  Spain,  Mexico,  and  South  America, 
lias  been  considered;  in  Zacatecas,  Mexico,  there  are  two  Sunday- 
schools  (much  in  want  of  books) ;  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  a  renewed 
effort  to  start  Sunday-schools  is  to  be  made ;  in  Tolucca,  there  are  two 
Bible  classes ;  and  in  Buenos  Ayres  two  eyangelical  schools,  to  be  fol- 
bwed.by  a  Sunday-school.  "  Rules  for  Forming  and  Conducting  Sun- 
day-Schools," and  11,000  copies  of  "Yes,  there  is  a  Saviour," — ^both 
in  Portugese, — have  been  entrusted  to  Mr.  Schneider,  of  Bahia,  for 
distribution. 

Italy. — Sunday-schools  and  other  religious  instrumentalities  are  in 
operation  in  Florence,  Home,  'Milan,  Genoa,  Spezia,  Mczzano,  etc. 
Signers  Bagnoli,  Scianelli,  Colombo,  Bighi,  Bosio,  Martinelli,  and 
others  are  aiding  in  the  good  cause ;  Bev.  Mr.  Malan  is  labouring  at 
Messina;  and  the  Bev.  Mr.  Waite,  favourably  known  for  his  zeal  at 
Rome  and  Oeneva  (where,  in  1873,  he  established  a  new  American 
Church),  has  been  appointed  representative  qf  this  department  at 
Rome.  • 

Germany. — Here  the  good  work  goes  on  "  conquering  and  to  con- 
quer." The  indefatigable  Brockolmann — "  instant  in  season  and  out  of 
season,"  exhorting,  urging,  encouraging,  striving,  preaching,  praying, 
here  to-day,  and  in  a  distant  province  to-morrow — will  not  allow  weak 
hands  or  feeble  knees :  he  knows  no  such  word  as  ^*  fail."  Others,  in- 
spired by  his  zeal,  redouble' their  exertions,  and  by  setting  still  others 
to  work,  multiply  their  efforts.  Mrs.  Koenig,  of  Leipzig,  Miss  Grebe, 
of  Casscl,  Miss  Nupfeld,  of  Halle,  Miss  Loesche,  of  Berlin,  Miss  Krum- 
macher,  of  Potsdam,  and  many  others  like-minded  and  like-aiding 
(which  is  more  to  the  purpose),  deserve  more  praise  than  they  covet  or 
are  ever  likely  to  receive.  Sunday-schools  in  connection  with  the 
Lutheran  church  in  Germany  were  begun  in  18G3.  They  have  now 
four  Sunday-School  Unions,  with  3268  teachers,  and  11,701  scholars. 
Including  schools  of  all  denominations,  there  are  1233  schools,  4720 
teachers,  and  82,533  scholars.  In  Breslau,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Von  Coclln 
commenced  a  Sunday-school  in  a  cellar,  in  1866.  He  has  now  "  a 
building  of  very  imposing  appearance,  for  all  mission  work,  over  one 
door  of  which  is  printed,  in  large  characters,  '  Sunday-Schools,'  to  meet 
the  gaze  of  all  passers-by.  The  Emperor  has  contributed  $1000  for 
its  erection,  and  500  pounds  of  bronze  from  cannons  taken  in  the  late 
French  war,  for  a  bell." 

Holland. — We  are  assured  that  "  the  Dutch  have  never  manifested 
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80  much  interest  in  Sunday-scbools  as  now" — (Jndge  Van  Wyck). 
"  Since  1863,  a  blessed  Sundaj-scbool  era  bas  da¥nied  upon  Holland'' — 
(Mrs.  Van  Scbeltema). 

Mr.  Brockclmann  gives  in  bis  report,  "  in  Netherlands,  461  schools, 
1478  teachers,  and  47,268  scholars." 

Denmark. — Mr.  Dollner  "  before  long  hopes  to  report  1000  children 
in  Sunday-schools  in  Denmark,  which,  in  'a  population  of  less  than  a 
million  and  a  half,  he  thinks  a  good  beginning." 

Norway  and  Sweden. —  *  In  Norway,"  Mr.  Dollner  writes,  "  We 
are  making  good  progress,  and  in  Sweden  are  meeting  with  remarkable 


success." 


Switzerland. — Here  Mr.  Jaulmes-Cook,  the  missionary,  and  Mr. 
W.  Barbey,  formerly  a  resident  of  New  York,  a  native  of  Geneva,  are 
actively  engaged.  They  publish,  for  teachers,  "  Le  Journal  de  I'Edu- 
cation  Chdtienne,"  circulation  over  1500;  and,  for  children,  "Les 
Messages  des  Ecoles  du  Dimanche,"  circulation  over  20,000.  Mr. 
Barbey  is  anxious  to  introduce  Sundd^-school  libraries  into  Switzer- 
land. 

France. — Rev.  Mr.  Weiss,  together  with  Mesdames  Fisch  and  De 
Prcssensd,  of  Paris,  M.  Fargues  in  the  South,  M.  Loutson  in  Brittany, 
the  Committee  at  Nimes,  and  others,  are  extending  Sunday-schools 
in  this  country. 

Japan. — Mrs.  Pruyn  continues  her  Sunday-school  at  Yokohama, 
and  another  school  has  been  commenced. 

Russia. — A  correspondence  with  friends  of  the  cause  in  this  country 
encourages  the  hope  that  good  results  will  follow  the  diffusion  of  light 
upon  the  system  and  advantages  of  Sunday-schools. 


Since  our  last  Annual  Report,  four  gentlemen  long  identified  with  our 
inKtitution,  have  been  removed  by  death.  Ambrose  White,  long  our 
Hcnior  Vice-President,  who  died  December  18,  1873,  in  his  94th  year, 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  in  1824, 
and  in  conjunction  with  John  M.  Atwood,  another  founder,  has  been 
timttn:iiti(\  with  us  since  that  date.  Lewis  R.  Ashhurst,  who  died  May 
ft,  1874,  was  a  manager  from  1839  until  his  death.  His  devotion  to 
i|j<;  int<;restH,  both  of  the  publication  and  the  missionary  operations, 
UA  him  to  give  much  of  his  time  and  largely  of  his  means,  when  such 
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topport  was  greatly  needed.  The  Hon.  Peter  D.  Yroom  was  for  forty- 
one  years  a  vice-president  of  the  Society. 

In  an  historical  review  of  the  annals  of  the  Society,  which  may 
hereafter  he  given  to  the  world,  it  will  he  proper  to  dwell  at  some  length 
Jtpon  the  characters  and  services  of  the  Christian  philanthropists,  who 
through  this  agency  have  done  so  much  for  the  religious  and  moral 
edocation  of  the  American  people.  In  this  place  it  is  sufficient  to 
record  the  names  of  our  four  presidents,  viz.,  Alexander  Henry, 
President  of  the  Philadelphia  Sunday  and  Adult  School  Union  firom  its 
eommencement  in  1817,  until  its  absorption  in  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union,  May  25,  1824,  was  President  of  the  Society,  from  its 
origin  until  his  death,  August  13,  1847,  having  always  presided  at  its 
Annual  Meetings,  excepting  that  immediatly  preceding  his  decease,  when 
he  was  confined  by  sickness. 

Hon.  John  MoLsan,  LL.D.,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  was  President  from  April  10,  1849  (having  been  from  1829  to 
1849  a  Vice-President  of  the  Society),  until  his  death,  April  4,  1861. 

John  A.  Brown,  of  Philadelphia,  was  President  from  May  16, 1861, 
until  his  death,  December  31,  1872. 

Robert  Lenox  Kennedy  was  elected  President  May  15,  1873,  and 
we  trust,  will  long  be  spared  as  a  bright  exemplar  of  the  gentleman,  the 
Christian,  and  the  philanthropist. 

A   CLOSING   APPEAL. 

Fellow  Christians  and  fellow  patriots,  let  us  strive  to  "rise  to  the 
height  of  this  great  argument/'  and  duly  consider  the  responsibilities 
devolving  upon  us  whilst  life,  strength,  and  means  are  granted  for  their 
discharge. 

In  a  few  short  years  a  vast  inheritance — the  government,  the  churches, 
the  colleges,  the  schools,  the  treasures  of  the  earth  and  the  products  of 
the  fields,  and  all  the  diversified  industries  of  this  great  land — ^will  fall 
into  the  possession  of  our  children,  who,  according  to  the  right  or 
wrong  direction  of  their  morals  and  taleuts,  will  exert  their  stewardship 
for  or  against  the  glory  of  God  and  the  best  interests  of  man.  The 
question  is  not — Shall  these  children  become  Baptists,  Episcopalians, 
Lutherans,  Methodists,  Presbyterians,  or  members  of  any  particular 
denomination  whatever — it  is,  Shall  these  children  become  Evaugelical 
Christians  ?  Let  us  but  be  the  honoured  iustruments  of  bringing  them 
to  Christ  and  instilling  into  their  minds  the  life-giving  doctrines  of  the 
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Holy  Scriptures,  and  we  willingly  resign  to  them — to  whom  the  duty 
properly  belongs — ^the  choice  of  the  ecclesiastical  connection  which  seems 
to  them  best. 

Let  us  linger  a  moment — ^for  "  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here  I"  Im- 
agine the  mighty  empire  which  is  offered  to  our  faith,  and  proposed  as 
the  reward  of  our  labours  and  our  prayers.  Imagine  a  land  far  more 
glorious  than  all  the  '^  Utopias"  depicted  by  philosophers  or  dreamed 
of  by  poets.  A  future  America,  strong  in  the  purity  of  her  statesmen, 
and  the  virtues  of  her  people;  a  land  free  from  the  poison  of  infidelity 
and  the  ravages  of  intemperance;  a  land  where  mechanical  industry  is 
rewarded  by  competence,  and  agricultural  toil  blessed  with  abundant 
harvests ;  and  far  beyond  all  that  has  thus  been  imagined — a  land  of 
household  altars,  of  Sunday-schools,  and  of  Christian  temples,  where  the 
people  walk  in  the  fear  and  love  of  God,  and  rejoice  in  Christ  their 
Saviour.  Does  this  prospect  enchant  you  ?  Then  take  heed  that  you 
do  your  share,  to  make  it  a  reality — for  there  is  another  possible  future. 
The  wide-spread  seeds  of  infidelity,  profanity,  intemperance,  and  lawless- 
ness must  "  bring  forth  after  their  kind :"  as  has  been  the  sowing  such 
must  be  the  harvest;  and  there  is  a  mournful  vision  of  political  an- 
archy and  social  disorder,  of  triumphant  crime  and  languishing  virtue : 
but,  trusting  to  the  blessing  of  the  Grod  of  our  fathers,  ^^  we  are  per- 
suaded better  things''  of  our  country,  "and  things  that  accompany 
salvation." 
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APPENDIX. 


THE  SEMI-OENTEmriAL  ANNIYEBSABY. 

The  Fiflietk  AnniTersarj  of  the  American  Snndaj-School  Union  was  ap- 
propriately •  celebrated  in  the  Academy  of  Mnsic,  Philadelphia,  Tnesday 
erening  Maj  26,  1874,  bj  an  immense  audience,  representing  many  of  the 
most  prominent  Christian  workers  of  the  country.  Many  hundreds  were 
disappointed  in  not  being  able  to  secure  tickets  of  admission,  although  orer 
(bar  thousand  were  issued. 

The  front  platform  was  occupied  by  officers,  managers,  reteran  mission- 
tries,  prominent  pastors  and  Sabbath-school  workers  from  this  and  other 
cities.  Behind  these,  upon  ascending  tiers  of  seats,  was  a  large  company  of 
children,  selected  from  the  various  Sabbath-schools  pf  the  city,  to  lead  the 
tinging,  under  the  direction  of  Trot  William  Johnson. 

Id  the  audience  were  prominent  Sunday-school  superintendents,  success- 
fal  men  in  business  and  professional  walks  of  life,  and  some  of  the  oldest 
and  most  honoured  ministers  of  our  city.  In  the  absence  of  the  President, 
Robert  Lenox  Kennedy,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  Vice-president  George  H.  Stuart 
presided,  and  introduced  the  exercises  by  requesting  the  audience  to  rise, 
ind,  in  grateful  acknowldgement  to  God  for  the  fifty  years'  history  of  the 
Society,  to  join  in  singing 

"PimiM  Ood  fh>m  whom  all  bleMlngt  flow.** 

The  Scripture  was  then  read  by  the  Rot.  E.  R.  Beadle,  D.D.,  of  the  Pres* 
bjterian  Church,  and  prayer  offered  by  the  Rot.  Wm.  Y.  Kelly,  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church. 

RIMARKS   BT   THB   CEAIRUAM. 

In  the  absence  of  the  honoured  President  of  this  Society,  Robert  Lenox 
Kennedy,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  I  have  been  asked,  as  one  of  the  Yice-presi- 
dents,  to  occupy  the  Chair,  and  in  doing  so,  it  would  be  quite  out  of  place  to 
take  more  than  a  moment  or  two  of  your  time,  especially  in  riew  of  the 
three  distinguished  speakers  who  are  to  address  us  on  this  occasion.  Let 
me,  in  a  word,  congratulate  the  officers,  managers,  missionaries,  friends, 
patrons,  Sabbath-school  superintendents,  teachers,  parents  and  children  in 
this  audience  to-night  upon  the  fact  that  we  are  permitted  to  meet  under 
circumstances  of  so  much  encouragement  and  blessing.  And  all  the  more 
when  we  think  of  the  great  commercial,  social  and  ecclesiastical  changes, 
and  the  mighty  political  upheayals  that  have  marked  the  last  half  century  of 
oar  history  as  a  people. 

On  the  25th  of  May,  1824,  fifty  years  ago  yesterday,  this  grand  Union  of 
Christian  ministers  and  laymen  was  consummated  in  this  city.    Looking 
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oyer  the  list  of  those  who  were  present  at  the  organization  of  the  Society,  I 
find  that  onltf  two  are  now  liTing,  and  these  two  are  with  us  on  this  platform 
to-night — my  honoured  friends,  "  Father''  Abraham  Martin  and  Joseph  H. 
Dulles.     (Applause.)     Ood  bless  them,  and  grant  them  still  long  to  liye  1 

Our  first  president  was  the  Hon.  Alexander  Henry,  a  name  held  in  precious 
remembrance  to  this  day.  Our  second  President  was  the  distinguished  Judge 
John  McLean  of  Ohio,  a  name  honoured  and  reyered  in  all  the  Christian 
circles  of  the  land.  Our  third  and  last  president,  prerious  to  the  present 
officer,  was  the  late  John  A.  Brown,  Esq.,  whose  example  of  a  grand  Christian 
philanthropy  has  adorned  our  city  and  endeared  his  memory  to  us  all.  *  *  * 
Not  Tery  many  years  since,  Frederick  A.  Packard,  the  faithful  secretary  of 
the  Union,  almost  from  the  beginning  of  its  organization,  departed  this  life. 
After  him  followed  James  B.  Longacre,  John  M.  Atwood  and  Ambrose  White, 
Tenerable  and  beloved  managers, — whose  names  I  now  recall,  and  there  hare 
been  others, — and  now,  only  a  few  days  since,  our  honoured  townsman  and 
brother  manager,  Lewis  R.  Ashhurst,  whose  long  and  invaluable  seryice  to 
this  Society  can  never  be  separated  from  its  most  honourable  annals. 

And,  my  friends,  there  is  another  class  of  servants  of  this  Society  whoae 
names  deserve  to  be  repeated  here  to-night,  and  whose  labours  we  are  proud 
to  recognize  in  this  public  way.  I  mean  the  venerable  and  honoured  mis- 
sionaries of  this  Union.  A.  W.  Corey,  of  Illinois,  still  lives  and  labours  for 
the  children's  cause.  He  has  been  in  our  service  for  forty-nine  years.  (Ap- 
plause.) I  need  not  speak  the  name  of  B.  W.  Chidlaw,  of  Ohio,  who  for 
thirty-eight  years  has  been  labouring  in  the  Union's  work,  and  who  has 
crossed  the  mountains  to  witness  this  scene  to-night.  (Applause.)  Nor  of 
of  our  faithful  missionary,  brother  John  McCullagh,  a  pupil  of  Chalmers^  who 
has  been  thirty-five  years  in  the  service,  building  up  the  waste  places  in  the 
South.  Need  I  refer  to  another  name,  honoured  and  beloved  in  all  the  Sun- 
day-school circles  of  the  land,  Stephen  Paxson  7  (Applause.)  He  was  bronght 
into  the  Sabbath-school,  in  his  thirtieth  year,  by  a  little  daughter  only  nine 
years  of  age ;  converted  there,  and  four  years  after  found  on  the  prairies  of 
Illinois  by  a  man  of  Ood,  John  Adams,  father  of  Rev.  William  Adams,  D.D., 
gathering  the  children  around  him  and  into  the  Sabbath-school.  A  commis- 
sion was  procured  for  Stephen  Paxson  as  a  missionary  to  the  children,  and 
he  is  with  us  to-night,  the  founder  of  more  than  1200  Sabbath-schools,  into 
which  have  been  gathered  over  70,000  children.  (Applause.)  These  men, 
with  Martin  B.  Lewis,  whose  good  work  I  saw  years  ago  in  Minnesota,  and 
came  back  from  viewing  it  **dyed"  more  than  ever  in  the  Sunday-school 
work  (applause) ;  and  our  brother,  F.  O.  Ensign,  of  Chicago,  of  Christian 

Commission  memories,  young  in  the  field  but  full  of  work  for  the  Master 

these  are  here  to-night  to  mingle  their  Joy  with  ours,  and  to  receive  strength 
and  stimulus  from  us  to  go  on  in  their  blessed  toil  of  planting  a  Sabbath- 
school  in  every  destitute  locality  where  one  does  not  exist,  and  to  aid  t 
schools  by  supplying  them  with  needed  material  for  carrying  on  their  great 
aim  of  bringing  all  the  children  and  youth  of  America  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

The  Chairman  then  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  from  Virginia,  stating 
that  in  July,  1824,  two  months  after  the  Union  was  organized,  Mr.  Hont,  an 
agent  of  the  Society,  started  a  school  between  Shepherdstown  and  Harper's 
Ferry,  in  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  and  the  writer,  a  bare-footed  boy,  attended 
it.     That  school  ha9  never  died  out ! 

He  requested  the  andience  to  take  the  programmes  home  with  them  and 
ponder  the  vastness  of  the  figures  printed  thereon  [Abstract  of  the  Report] 
and  try  to  realize  their  significance. 

A  very  old  Sunday-school  hymn,  taken  from  a  book  entitled,  <<  Divine 
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HjHns  for  ChildreB/'  bj  the  Rer.  Rowland  Hill,  printed  in  London,  and  r«- 
printed  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  in  the  year  1807,  was  sung  to  a  rerj  old  tnne, 
"  Peterboroagh,''  when  the  Chairman  introduced  as  the  first  speaker  the  Rer. 
Dr.  John  Hall,  D.D..  of  New  York. 

ADDBI88  OF  TBI  BIT.  JOHN  HALL,  D.D.^OF  VIW  YORK. 

I  am  aware,  Christian  friends,  that  Philadelphia  has  a  prominence  orer  the 
other  cities  of  the  Union,  in  the  number  and  in  the  extent  of  her  manufactories ; 
bat  much  more  than  upon  this  Philadelphia  Christians  ought  to  be  cong^tu- 
Uted  upon  the  circumstance,  that  their  citj  has  been  the  birth-place  of  this 
National  Sunday-School  Union.  And  I,  for  one,  rejoice  every  time  I  hare 
occasion  to  come  to  this  city,  to  witness  the  enthusiasm  with  which  Philadel- 
phia Christians  throw  themselves  into  erery  Christian  and  moral  morement 
— giring  their  presence,  their  countenance,  their  sympathies,  and,  I  doubt 
not,  their  prayers  and  their  money.  The  occasion  that  brings  us  together  is 
worthy  of  such  a  noble  meeting  as  this.  It  is  a  great  thing  to  be  able  to  re- 
port such  numbers  of  children  brought  during  fifty  years  into  the  Sunday- 
school,  and  it  is  a  glorious  thing  to  be  able  to  report  such  an  amount  of 
money  so  generously  contributed ;  and  it  seems  to  me  impossible  to  escape 
the  feeling  that  for  the  money  expended,  there  has  been  an  immense  amount 
of  work  done,  implying  wise  and  prudent  management,  and  very  great  fidelity 
on  the  part  of  those  entrusted  with  the  doing  of  it.  It  is  declared  here  (re- 
ferring to  the  printed  abstract  upon  the  programme^,  that  the  sum  of  nearly 
two  million  and  a  quarter  of  dollars  has  been  expenaed  in  the  doing  of  posi- 
tire  missionary  work.  Well,  that  seems  to  be  a  good  deal  of  money,  to  be 
sure,  and  yet,  when  you  think  of  it,  it  is  not  a  yery  large  slice  out  of  the  cost 
of  a  railroad :  and  a  well  managed  and  prudent  **  ring"  would  steal  that  much 
money  out  of  a  single  gOTrenment  job  I  (Laughter.)  So,  dear  brethren, 
while  we  rejoice  that  so  much  work  has  been  done,  let  us  not  giro  ourselres 
special  and  peculiar  credit  for  the  amount  of  money  spent  in  doing  it ;  let  us 
not  regard  it  as  a  termination  reached,  toward  which  we  were  making  our 
way,  but  rather  as  a  point  of  new  departure  from  which  we  shall  go  forward 
to  realize  immensely  greater  things  in  the  time  to  come.     (Applause.) 

We  celebrate  to-night  the  semi-centennial  of  this  Union.  Brethren,  sup- 
pose it  had  been  the  centennial.  Suppose  that  this  work  had  been  in  opera- 
tion a  hundred  years.  Suppose  that  it  had  kept  pace  from  the  beginning  with 
the  growth  and  extension  of  the  population,  and  of  the  states  and  territories, 
and  of  the  material  interests  and  institutions  of  the  land  ?  How  many  vast 
regions  there  are  over  which  we  are  now  only  sowing  the  seed  with  difficulty, 
from  which  to-night  we  should  have  been  gathering  rich  and  abundant 
harvests  1  But  there  is  no  use  in  idle  and  unprofitable  mourning  over  that 
which  is  past  and  gone,  except  this  use,  that  we  gird  ourselves  with  new 
leal  for  the  future,  and  from  the  starting  point  of  the  experience  we  have 
gained,  take  care  that  we  allow  no  more  wastes  to  widen  and  broaden  before 
US,  but  try  to  have  every  region  of  the  country  as  it  is  filling  with  people, 
filled  also  with  the  means  of  grace,  and  especially  with  those  means  that 
ihail  take  hold  of  the  rising  generation. 

The  Bible  rule  is,  "  Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  be  shoold  go."  That  role 
is  addressed  to  parents,  to  the  Church  and  to  the  State.  It  is  never  broken 
with  impunity.  Parents,  if  you  fail  to  train  up  your  children  in  the  way  they 
ihoald  go,  there  will  be  broken  hearts  and  bitter  memories  some  day. 
Brethren  of  the  churches,  if  you  fail  to  train  up  the  children  in  the  way  they 
ihonld  go,  there  will  be  dishonour  done  to  the  Head  of  the  Church.  And 
the  state,  so  far  as  it  is  its  function,  and  it  has  power  over  the  matter,  must 
heed  the  voice  that  speaks  to  it,  **  Train  up  the  children  in  the  way  they 
ihoald  go ;"  for  in  a  land  like  this,  where  power  is  put  into  the  hands  of 
inch  great  multitudes,  it  is  of  the  Last  moment  for  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
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Bmnitj  that  there  shonld  be  not  merely  smart  men ;  men  with  clerer  brains, 
bat  men  with  sound  hearts  and  right  conscienceSi  that  the  people  of  the 
country  may  fear  the  Lord,  and  the  land  be  established  in  truth  and  in 
righteousness.     (Applause.) 

It  is  the  part  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  to  help  forward  in 
this  great  work.  It  assists  parents  in  the  training  of  their  children  by  giving 
them  a  suitable  Christian  literature.  It  assists  the  Church  in  the  doing  of 
this  work  by  furnishing  its  teachers  with  the  helps  they  require,  by  aiding 
them  in  the  great  business  of  organization,  and  by  keeping  up  that  iiring 
enthusiasm  by  which  men  are  strengthened  and  sustained  in  doing  the  work 
of  the  Lord.  And  finally,  it  supplements  the  work  of  the  state.  We  are 
justly  proud  of  our  common  schools ;  but  let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
Sunday-school  is  needed  to  supplement  the  teaching  of  the  common  school. 
I  am  afraid  that  the  tendency  of  the  times  is  to  reduce  the  teaching  of  the 
daily  schools  to  the  mininum.  All  the  more  need  have  we,  therefore,  for 
concentrating  our  energies  upon  the  work  of  Bible  teaching  on  the  Lord's 
day,  that  so  we  may  send  forth  in  the  next  generation  men  saturated  with  a 
knowledge  and  love  of  the  truth  as  God  has  given  it  to  ns  in  his  word. 

I  am  afraid  that  there  are  some  who  look  upon  the  Sunday-school  as  a  safe 
play-ground  for  their  children.  The  young  are  kept  quiet  there,  and  out  of 
harm's  way.  It  is  true  there  is  that  element  in  it,  and  we  should  be  glad 
that  it  is  so,  but  parents  ought  not  to  be  indififerent  whether  their  children 
learn  at  school  **  hnmpty  dumpty,"  or  good  Christian  songs  and  hymns  I 
Bear  in  mind  that  keeping  the  children  away  from  peril  is  but  a  small  part  of 
the  element  that  enters  into  the  value  of  a  Sunday-school.  The  mustard  is 
very  good  but  it  is  not  the  dinner.  These  things  are  very  good,  but  they  do 
not  constitute  a  Sunday-school.  There  are  some,  ag^in,  who  imagine  that 
the  Sunday-school  is  a  kind  of  pillow,  upon  which  the  parental  conscience 
may  go  to  sleep  ;  and  when  we  ask  them  what  they  are  doing  for  the  religious 
training  of  their  little  ones,  their  reply  is,  ''Oh,  we  send  them  to  the  Sunday- 
school,  and  they  have  capital  teachers  there,  and  so  we  feel  easy  about  the 
matter  1"  Dear  friends,  you  must  not  feel  easy  about  the  matter.  The  Sub- 
bath-school  is  to  supplement  not  to  supersede,  your  exertion.  There  are, 
again,  some  who  look  upon  the  Sunday-school  as  a  kind  of  gentle,  gradual 
opening  into  good,  respectable  society.  There  are  nice  people  in  the  Sunday- 
school,  and  so  they  send  their  children  there.  This  is  good  so  far  as  it  goes, 
but  it  is  a  very  small  part  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Sunday-school.  And 
finally  I  am  afraid  that  there  are  parents  in  many  places,  and  many  persons 
in  the  general  community,  who  look  upon  the  Sabbath-school  as  a  kind  of 
reformatory  institution  for  the  young,  who  being  neglected  in  their  homes, 
and  left  to  grow  up  in'  ignorance  and  vice,  are  sent  to  the  school  as  to  a 
house  of  correction.  Now  it  is  true  that  the  Sunday-school  does  inform  the 
ignorant  and  improve  the  morals  of  the  young,  but  that  is  to  take  a  very 
low  and  inadequate  view  of  it.  The  Sunday-school  is  a  part  of  the  church 
of  Christ  herself  organized  for  the  work  of  training  the  generation  that  is 
coming  in  Christian  truth — in  the  knowledge  and  fear  of  the  Lord. 

Now,  bow  can  the  generation  be  trained  in  this  Christian  truth,  and  in 
Christian  living?    Let  me  name  three  things. 

1.  First  of  all,  there  must  be  a  right  creed.  A  creed — credo — I  believe. 
There  must  be  a  believing  of  the  right  thing.  It  is  a  common  thing  to  hear 
in  certain  quarters,  in  our  time,  that  what  a  man  believes  is  not  of  any  par- 
ticular moment.  There  is  no  greater  absurdity  proclaimed  by  intelligent 
«en«  Every  day  of  our  life  we  are  finding  out  that  what  we  believe  is  of  the 
last  Importance  to  every  movement  we  make.  If  I  had  been  led  to  believe 
Chat  Philadelphia  lay  on  the  road  to  Boston,  and  if  I  had  taken  my  ticket  at 
the  Grand  Central  Station  this  afternoon,  instead  of  taking  it,  as  I  did,  upon 
Che  shore  that  looks  toward  New  Jersey,  I  should  have  been  at  Hartford  about 
this  time,  and  missed  the  spectacle  of  this  splendid  meeting,  and  the  honour 
•f  sharing  with  yon  in  iu  pleasures  and  privileges.    And  so  the  world  over. 
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If  I  believe  wronglj,  eyen  though  sincerely,  I  must  go  wrong.  And  it  mnst 
be  10,  necessarily,  in  things  religions.  We  must  teach  oar  children  to  be- 
Here  (ke  truth.  It  is  only  the  truth  that  has  Talue.  Children  judge  from  the 
OBtside  of  things.  They  are  pleased  with  the  gilt  and  glitter  of  the  exterior 
of  the  book.  The  man  yalues  it  for  the  treasures  it  holds  between  the  covers. 
Toa  look  At  A  church  edifice.  It  is  as  magnificent  as  a  palace.  But  the 
Tiiae  of  the  building  is  in  what  is  taught  in  it.  (Applause.)  So  in  the 
Saoday-schooi.  Its  value  lies  in  the  truth  that  is  taught  in  it.  And  the 
Tslae  of  this  American  Sunday-School  Union  is,  that  it  has  been  a  teacher 
of  the  truth  throughout — I  think  I  may  say  with  the  least  possible  admixture 
of  human  error,  or  even  of  human  peculiarity.  (Applause.)  I  do  not  hear 
of  its  being  Old  School  or  Ifew  School  in  theology  ;  I  do  not  hear  of  its  being 
Broad  Church  or  Ritualistic ;  I  hear  of  its  teaching  the  truth  of  the  living 
God,  as  pare  and  as  undiluted  as  I  think  it  can  well  be  given  forth  by  any 
limply  human  organization.  And,  brethren,  it  is  when  we  are  teaching  this 
truth  of  the  living  God,  as  the  one  instrument  for  the  quickening  and  saving 
of  men,  that  we  can  look  with  coniidence  for  the  blessing  of  the  divine  and 
quickening  Spirit. 

2.  But  there  must  be  along  with  this  right  creed,  a  Imn^^  eonadence,  Con- 
Kience  and  creed  are  adapted  to  one  another.  Each  is  the  supplement  of 
the  .other,  just  as  the  steam  and  the  steam  engine  are  adapted  to  each  other, 
&Bd  the  one  is  the  supplement  of  the  other.  Steam,  and  no  engine — no  work 
done.  Engine,  and  no  steam — no  work  done.  Conscience,  and  no  creed — 
BO  right  living.  Creed,  and  no  conscience — no  right  living  either.  (Applause.) 

There  are  many  people  who  hold  a  creed  as  one  would  wear  an  ornament. 
They  sport  it  prominently,  as  a  man  does  his  diamond,  for  example.  When 
it  is  in  the  fashion,  he  wears  it  in  his  shirt  front.  When  that  goes  out  of 
fashion  he  will  flash  St  on  his  finger,  in  a  ring,  and  then  again  lock  it  in  his 
dressing  case.  So  many  people  do  with  their  creed.  Now,  dear  brethren, 
ereed  and  conscience  are  to  go  together ;  and  when  you  hear  a  man  boasting 
tod  ranting  about  his  beliefs,  who  yet  gives  no  evidence  that  he  has  any  con- 
icience,  look  upon  tim  as  a  man  that  is  simply  blowing  off  steam  I  (Laughter.) 
Creed,  a  true  creed,  founded  upon  the  Word;  conscience,  a  living  conscience, 
qoickened  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  these  are  the  two  elements  in  that  Christian 
character  that  this  Society  aims  at  building  up. 

3.  Then,  there  is  character  itself.  You  take  the  young  ones  about  Christ- 
mas times  to  the  toy  stores,  and  among  the  toys  ;  you  have  sometimes  been 
amused  in  looking  at  those  India  rubber  faces  that  can  be  bought  for  a  trifle. 
Too  can  pull  the  nose  till  it  is  as  long  as  my  arm  ;  you  can  make  the  face* 
laogb,  or  wink,  or  cry,  at  will ;  you  can  close  the  mouth  as  tight  as  a  nut 
cracker,  or  you  can  open  the  lips  as  wide  as  the  gates  of  a  ferry.  There  are- 
many  men  who  have  a  certain  resemblance  to  that  India  rubber  face.  Their 
elasticity  of  moral  and  religious  principle  is  very  like  it.  You  can  squeeze 
them  or  pull  them  into  anything  or  nothing,  at  will.  They  have  no  character. 
If  you  go  into  a  printing  office,  and  ask  to  look  at  a  font  of  type,  you  will  be 
ihown  pieces  of  metal,  that  set  up  in  a  given  order,  and  daubed  with  ink, 
and  placed  under  pressure,  will  stand  for  a  certain  thing,  and  the  compositor 
can  tell  you  beforehand  just  what  will  be  produced,  and  those  type  placed  in 
that  order  will  always  produce  the  same  thing.     That  is  character. 

Now,  what  we  want  is  creed  and  conscience  making  Christian  character; 
10  that  the  young  men  and  young  women  of  the  land  will  be  Christian  men 
and  women,  pure  men  and  women,  good  men,  and  holy  men,  and  gentle  men, 
and  pure  and  tender  and  loving  and  holy  women ;  so  that  these  men  will  not 
grow  up  to  be  "repeaters"  at  the  ballot-box,  or  when  they  come  to  be  judges 
or  to  serve  in  public  and  official  positions,  have  the  shadow  of  dishonour  or  mis- 
trust lingering  near  them — but  men,  brave,  faithful,  pure,  true,  fearless  men, 
made  such  because  they  feared  God  and  hated  covetousness.  This  is  the  type 
of  American  citizenship  we  would  build  up,  and  it  can  only  be  realized  on 
the  foundation  of  a  true  Christian  character.     (Applause.) 
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It  maj  leem  to  jon  that  this  distinction,  and  this  relation  that  1  am  trjing 
to  point  out  between  creed  and  conscience  is  not  of  Terj  great  practical 
moment.  Well,  that  maj  be.  Bat,  brethren,  will  jon  be  good  enough  to 
get  at  my  idea  fully.  There  is  a  young  man  in  the  Bible  who  commonly  gets 
credit  for  a  great  deal  of  goodness.  His  creed  was  all  right,  his  conduct 
admirable,  and  be  gare  eyidence  of  baring  an  enlightened  conscience.  He 
was  tempted  to  commit  a  grievous  sin.  But  he  said,  *'  How  can  I  do  this 
great  wickedness  and  sin  against  God?''  His  first  thought  was,  "I  know 
that  God  sees  all  I  do ;"  his  second,  '*  He  hates  a  sin  like  this — it  is  abomin- 
able to  Him  ;"  and  the  third,  *^  It  is  my  duty  to  consult  His  will  and  to  hate 
what  He  hates."  There  was  his  creed,  so  firmly  held,  his  conscience  so 
quick  and  tender,  and  his  noble,  manly  con  duct -springing  right  out  of  his 
right  creed  and  his  right  conscience.     (Applause.^ 

You  remember  ag^in,  that  picture  in  the  Bible  where  the  ruler  of  the 
synagogue  came  into  the  presence  of  Jesus  and  made,  I  think,  one  of  the 
most  eloquent  speeches  to  be  found  in  any  writings,  inspired  or  uninspired. 
It  was  short  and  simple,  but  it  was  to  the  point:  "  My  little  daughter  lieth 
at  the  point  of  death  ;  I  beseech  thee  come  and  lay  thy  hand  upon  her  and 
she  shall  lire."  So,  dear  friends,  I  think,  this  great  American  Union  takes 
its  sons  and  its  little  daughters  and  brings  them  into  the  Sunday-school  and 
into  the  presence  of  Christ,  and  says,  "  These,  our  children,  are  dead,  and 
we  cannot  raise  them  up  ;  they  are  diseased,  thou  only  canst  heal  them  ;  oh, 
lay  thy  hands  upon  them  and  they  shall  liye!"  And  upon  how  many 
thousands  and  hundreds  of  thousands  has  He  laid  his  hands,  and  blessed  be 
His  name,  they  have  lived  1 

Shall  I  give  you  another  picture,  not  from  the  Bible,  but  from  something 
of  which  I  became  cognizant  in  my  ministry  in  New  York.  About  five  years 
ago  a  cultivated  young  merchant  of  that  city,  who  had  long  been  an  attend- 
ant upon  the  means  of  grace  at  length  gave  himself  to  Christ  and  entered 
into  the  fellowehip  of  the  church.  He  gave  himself  at  once  to  Christian 
work  with  such  culture  and  abilities  as  he  possessed,  and  there  was  soon 
found  for  him  a  class  of  boys.  One  of  these  boys  was  Sickly,  diseased  in 
body,  and  had  that  gentle,  girl-like  face  you  sometimes  see  in  tender,  refined 
and  sufflering  youth.  My  young  friend  taught  him  faithfully  and  well.  Soon 
the  boy's  disease  became  such  as  to  require  his  removal,  and  he  was  taken 
to  one  of  the  city  hospitals  where  he  not  long  after  died.  My  young  friend 
became  the  superintendent  of  one  of  my  schools.  And  now,  every  time  I 
think  of  him,  I  have  before  my  mind  a  beautifVil  picture  of  his  work.  It  is 
of  a  clean,  sweet,  comfortable  bed  in  one  of  our  public  hospitals.  The  boy 
is  Ijing  half  on  the  bed  and  half  in  the  arms  of  his  Sunday-school  teacher. 
The  pale,  thin  face  looks  up  with  exquisite  tenderness  and  gratitude  into  the 
face  of  the  teacher  on  whose  shoulder  he  is  lying — the  boy  had  no  mother, 
and  the  teacher  was  father  and  mother  to  him — and  he  says,  **  Oh,  you  can- 
not know  bow  much  I  love  you ;  you  have  been  so  much  to  me ;  yon  have 
taught  me  the  way  of  salvation  and  guided  me  to  Jesus  Christ  ,*  when  I  shall 
get  to  heaven  it  will  bo  because  you  have  taught  me,  and  oh,  how  glad  I 
shall  be  when  you  come  to  be  there  with  me  too  I''  There  was  a  blessing,  I 
say,  to  the  boy.  But  oh.  Sabbath-school  teachers,  I  say  that  there  was  a 
blessing  manifold  to  that  teacher.  This  was  **  mercy  twice  blessed,"  in  a 
sense  which  the  poet  hardly  understood.  We  want  work  done  of  that  kind, 
and  in  that  spirit,  and  we  know  who  will  get  the  praise. 

For  brethren,  and  this  is  my  last  thought,  it  is  the  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
with  the  truth  that  we  want.  Thank  God,  we  have  the  truth,  an  open  Bible, 
everywhere.  As  I  sat  in  the  railway  cars  coming  here  to-night,  I  saw  with 
no  small  satisfaction  that  there  was  a  little  fhime  nailed  against  the  side  of  the 
car,  just  over  my  head,  with  a  proper  inscription  upon  it,  and  a  Bible  inside  for 
any  one  who  wished,  that  he  who  ran  might  read.  Thank  God  we  have  this 
open  Bible,  and  thank  God  we  have  a  blessed  biblical  literature,  great  now, 
but  to  be  greater,  immentelj  greater,  every  year.    These  International  Les- 
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•Mf,  in  which  this  Union  has  rendered  snch  good  serrice,  is  making  this 
literatare  better  and  better  ererjr  year.  Our  fellow  Christians  and  fellow 
SondajT-school  workers  in  Great  Britain  will  be  with  ns  next  year  in  this 
great  scheme  of  Bible  lessons.  (Applanse.)  The  Atlantic  divides  us,  and 
there  are  some  old  memories  that  are  tending  to  divide  us,  but  deeper  than 
the  Atlantic,  and  higher  and  more  noble  than  any  other  memories  between 
ns,  ehall  be  the  bond,  that  as  Christians  brings  us  together  at  the  feet  of 
Jesus  in  the  study  of  the  same  truths  and  in  the  teaching  or  them  to  the 
children  of  both  lands. 

We  have  much  to  be  thankfVil  for  truly,  but  brethren,  what  we  need  now 
most  of  all  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  irresistible  power  that  has  come  down 
upon  Scotland  and  upon  some  parts  of  this  land,  and  that  has  not  been 
wanting  here  in  Philadelphia  the  last  year.  It  is  this  we  want  more  and 
more,  "  I  believe  in  the  Holy  Ghost." 

It  is  said  that  they  used  to  have,  perhaps  still  have,  a  pillar  in  the  Nile  on 
which  they  marked  the  rise  of  the  waters  at  the  time  of  the  periodical  inun- 
dation, and  if  the  waters  did  not  come  up  to  a  regular  accustomed  mark, 
eoBStemation  was  spread  over  the  land.  The  farmer  knew  that  he  would 
have  poor  crops,  the  trader  that  trade  would  be  dull,  and  the  monarch  that 
his  revenue  would  be  diminished  and  be  hard  to  collect.  And  they  say  that 
when  the  waters  fell  below  the  mark,  the  people  used  to  gather  together  and 
lend  their  supplications  jointly  to  the  gods  that  the  rain  might  fall  on  the 
distant  hills  and  the  waters  of  their  river  be  raised.  Brethren,  we  know 
something  better  than  that,  but  we  may  take  a  lesson  from  that  distant  day. 
Oar  Nile  has  been  running  low,  but  the  Lord  sitteth  upon  the  floods  and  He 
giveth  the  gift  of  his  Spirit.  Let  us  beseech  him,  Sunday-school  teachers, 
Sunday-school  superintendents,  Christian  workers  and  friends  of  this  Union, 
that  He  will  give  us  this  gracious  rain,  this  heavenly  dew,  this  quickening 
Spirit,  and  our  semi-centennial  will  be  but  the  beginning  of  greater  things, 
of  which  our  children  in  the  days  to  come  will  say,  as  we  say  now,  in  view 
of  all  the  past,  "  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy 
Ghost  1"     (Applause.) 

After  Dr.  Hall's  address, 

**  Open  the  door  for  the  children,** 
a  pretty  echo  song,  was  beautifully  sung  by  the  youthful  choir,  and  the  next 
speaker  was  the  Rev.  John  Peddie,  pastor  of  the  Fourth  Baptist  Church  of 
Philadelphia,  who  addressed  the  audience  in  substance  as  follows : 

MR.  PBDDIB'B  ADDRIBS. 

The  words  of  a  college  President  to  a  graduating  class  on  commencement 
day  had  always  left  a  deep  impression  with  the  speaker — "  Go  forth,  my  boys  ; 
and  be  sure  yon  fairly  represent  us  t"  They  are  applicable  to  the  Sunday- 
school  teacher's  work.  He  is  to  teach  the  things  of  Christ  in  such  a  way 
that  he  may  be  able  to  send  forth  the  children  fairly  to  represent  His  religion. 
He  would  exalt  the  work  of  the  teacher.  He  would  exalt  the  teacher.  The 
professors  and  tutors  in  our  colleges  and  seminaries  of  learning  are  doing  a 
work,  in  an  unheralded  way,  that  is  telling  upon  the  life  of  the  nation. 
There  is  a  growing  thirst  of  education.  All  honour  and  reverence  to  the 
teachers  of  the  youth  of  our  land. 

But  the  Sunday-school  work  is  that  mainly  of  soul-culture.  It  recognizes 
not  the  brain  so  much  as  the  heart.  Paul's  glory  was  not  so  much  in  what 
he  learned  at  Gamaliel's  feet  as  in  what  he  learned  in  the  school  of  the  Naza- 
rene.  Religion  is  the  main  thing.  It  is  the  diadem  worn  by  the  excellent  of 
the  earth.  The  school  which  inculcates  it  touches  the  deeper,  diviner  foun- 
tains of  being.  It  but  carries  on  the  work  begun  by  Christ  himself.  The 
glory  of  the  Sunday-school  is  that  it  brings  into  the  service  of  Christ  so 
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many  of  tbe  men  and  women  who  are  engaged  in  the  common  secnlar 
callings  of  life.  These  make  the  best  teachers.  The  pulpit  has  been  called 
the  preacher's  throne.  No  throne  can  stand  long  that  is  removed  from  the 
centre  of  power  in  the  sympathies  of  the  people ;  and  every  teacher's  chair, 
as  well,  should  be  planted  right  in  the  midst  of  the  souls  that  are  to  be 
reached,  moulded  and  saved.  The  teacher  who  mingles  in  common  life,  goes 
out  with  his  sympathies  to  all  men,  learns  human  nature. and  acquires  a 
better  fitness  thereby  for  his  work  than  he  can  ever  get  by  poring  over 
manuals  and  books.  This  should  be  the  teacher's  constant  endeavour — to 
study  his  scholars,  to  know  them.  The  most  fearful  mistakes  have  been 
made  by  a  failure  to  insist  on  this  point.  The  teacher's  calling  is  too  high 
-and  holy  to  be  at  the  mercy  of  rude,  ignorant  blunderers.  This  knowledge 
of  child-nature,  and  of  human  nature,  cannot  be  gained  from  books.  It 
must  be  gained  by  living  contact  with  men.  It  was  the  touch  of  Jesus  that 
healed. 

But  there  is  one  book  that  is  indispensable  all  the  way  through,  in  oar 
efforts  at  teaching  and  reaching  the  souls  of  men.  No  amount  of  sympathy 
with,  and  knowledge  of  the  needs  of  the  human  heart  can  be  of  avail  oat« 
side  of  this  book.  No  man  can  understand  the  human  heart  without  deeply, 
constantly  studying  this  book.  The  Bible  has  brought  us  human  nature — 
has  revealed  it  to  us.  Without  it  we  cannot  take  the  first  step  towards 
developing  it  nobly  and  grandly.  Then,  again,  the  Bible  is  a  lasting  book. 
We  need  not  be  afraid  that  it  will  ever  be  supplanted  or  superseded  by  the 
demands  of  new  sciences  and  new  philosophies.  God  made  it  for  all  time 
and  for  all  peoples.  The  rising  and  rolling  orbs  of  science  are  not  going  to 
run  counter  to  Jesus  in  their  course.    For  Jesus  is  their  centre. 

[The  Bible  as  the  developing  agent  of  the  highest  type  of  citizenship,  as 
well  as  of  manhood,  next  claimed  a  brief  illustration  from  the  speaker,  who 
closed  with  a  thought  concerning  the  power  and  preciousness  of  a  Christian 
literature  to  the  welfare  of  the  world.] 

Just  one  word  about  the  literature  of  this  Society.  My  brother  has  sug- 
gested the  value  of  a  Christian  literature.  If  the  books  in  my  library  to>day, 
published  by  this  Society,  are  a  specimen  of  the  Christian  thought  and  the 
Christian  spirit  that  are  scattered  by  its  agency  all  over  our  broad  land, 
then  I  do  not  know  of  an  organization  on  earth  that  publishes  nobler  books 
for  the  rising  generation  I     (Applause.) 

A  hymn, 

"  Soldien  of  Chrirt  are  we/* 

was  beautifully  sung  by  the  children,  when  the  chairman  introduced  the 
venerable  Dr.  Stephen  H.  Tyng,  of  New  York,  alluding  to  him  as  <<  the  early, 
eloquent  and  steadfast  friend  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union ;  the 
Lieutenant-General  of  the  great  invading  army  of  the  Sunday-school  hosts 
of  Israel ;  still  full  of  the  fire  and  vigour  of  his  earlier  days,  and  whom  may 
God  spare  to  sec  yet  more  glorious  triumphs  in  the  cause  and  kingdom  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  (Amen  and  applause.)  The  assemblage  rose  as 
one  man  to  receive  the  Doctor,  who  spoke  as  follows  : 

DR.   TTNQ'S   ADDBISS. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  dear  friends,  there  is  such  a  thing  as  too  much  of  a  good 
thing ;  and  whether  that  thing  be  a  good  speech,  or  a  good  chairman,  or  good 
patience  of  the  audience,  or  a  good  subject  for  an  address,  still  we  are  limited 
vessels,  we  can  hold  no  more  than  we  can  hold,  we  want  no  more  than  we 
do  want.  Now  I  take  it  for  granted  that  enough  has  been  said,  and  well 
said,  upon  our  subject.  Enough  has  been  said  by  our  chairman  illustrating 
the  spirit  and  character  of  the  individual  speaker  to  smash  any  speaker  on 
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the  &ce  of  the  earth.  (Laughter.)  *  And  under  snch  circumstances  I  am  ex« 
p«cted  to  rise  as  Herodotus  says  he  found  the  frogs  to  rise  out  of  the  mud 
tnd  slime  of  Egjpt,  with  simply  their  heads  up  and  the  rest  of  their  hodies 
eDtirel/  unformed  I     (Laughter.) 

fiat  I  am  glad  to  be  with  jou.  That  I  should  retain  the  attention  of  this 
ifsembljr  long  is  beyond  my  expectation  or  my  right.  (Applause.)  But  to 
be  here,  to  celebrate  with  you  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  this  Union  is  cer- 
taialy  one  of  the  grandest  and  happiest  of  my  personal  experiences. 

Four  years  before  this  Union  was  started  I  began  my  first  Sabbath-school 
in  a  country  town  of  Massachusetts,  where  there  had  never  been  a  Sabbath- 
tchool  before.  On  the  first  morning  twelve  boys  came  together.  Of  these 
twelve,  one  died  as  a  missionary  of  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  of 
Foreign  Mission  in  Ceylon ;  one  died  before  he  had  received  his  education  in 
tbe  Theological  Seminary  of  New  Haven,  and  one  has  within  the  last  few 
weeks  departed — the  Rev.  Dr.  Pratt,  a  faithful  and  beloved  minister  of  your 
city.  These  three  boys  came  together  in  a  class  of  twelve.  What  had  God 
wrought  by  the  simple  teaching  and  labour  in  that  ministry  of  a  boy  I  When 
we  come  to  consider  what  God  hath  wrought  by  this  grand  union  of  effort, 
and  what  He  is  preparing  to  accomplish  in  the  fulfilment  of  its  future  destiny, 
design  and  experience,  it  is  beyond  the  computation  of  man.  Amidst  all  the 
Christian  associations  of  this  age,  there  is  not  one  manifesting  itself  more 
tpostolical  in  character,  more  effective  in  influence,  grander  in  comprehen- 
lion,  more  personal,  direct  and  spiritual  in  its  broad  design,  than  this  Ameri- 
can Sunday-School  Union  1  (Applause.)  To  have  lived  as  one  of  its  original 
friends  to  see  its  fiftieth  anniversary,  and  to  be  permitted  to  meet  here  men 
whom  they  call  *<  Father"  Martin,  and  ''  Father"  Dulles, — and  you  may  well 
eall  them  so  for  certainly  they  look  as  young  as  I  do  1  (laughter)  and  to  re- 
member while  we  meet  these  in  the  flesh  the  noble  ones  who  have  gone  before  ; 
to  think  of  the  character  of  Frederick  A.  Packard,  so  deep,  so  spiritual,  so 
grand,  so  holy — to  think  of  all  the  agencies  that  this  Society  has  been  per- 
nitted  to  employ  and  to  see  crowned  with  success ;  to  bring  it  all  back  and 
to  say  to  myself,  '*  Thou  hast  lived  to  see  it  all ;  thou  hast  had  the  hands  of 
these  brethren  in  thine  own  ;  thou  hast  looked  into  these  countenances  beam- 
ing with  brotherly  affection ;  thou  hast  bowed  together  in  prayer  at  the  mercy 
leat  to  Him  who  says, '  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  to  the  end  of  the  world  ;' 
to  have  had  all  this  bestowed  upon  me,  to-night,  is  surely  one  of  the  greatest 
privileges  of  my  life.  And,  I  bless  God  that  I  am  permitted  to  come  back  to 
this  city  of  my  fondest  affection,  this  city  of  my  earliest  and  most  widely  ex- 
tended labours,  and  share  in  such  a  manifestation  of  majesty,  of  union,  of 
strength,  of  determination,  and  of  experimental  effort  as  I  see  exhibited  here 
to-night.     (Applause.) 

As  I  have  sat  and  looked  at  this  wonderful  survey,  the  thought  has  come 
to  my  mind :  it  is  but  a  specimen  of  what  the  Lord  Jesus  means  yet  to  do. 
The  time  is  coming  when  all  this  grand  prophecy  shall  be  fulfilled — when 
earthly  joy  and  earthly  greatness  shall  bring  their  treasures  and  lay  them  at 
the  Saviour's  feet ;  the  time  is  coming  when  assemblies  more  vast  and  won- 
derful than  this,  shall  be  gathered  together  with  intense  delight  to  lay  the 
trophies  of  their  victories  down  before  Him  who  hath  bought  them  with  His 
blood,  who  rules  them  by  His  spirit,  who  reigns  over  them  in  His  love,  and 
who  will  fill  them  with  the  glory  of  His  presence  forever  I 

I  look  back  on  these  fifty  years  with  unspeakable  delight ;  first,  when  I 
consider  what  was  the  real  purpose  of  this  Union.  I  have  an  intense  delight 
in  that  term  ''union."  I  love  to  grasp  the  hand  of  a  Christian  brother.  I 
love  to  unite  in  spirit  and  in  truth  with  those  who  are  working  for  the  glory 
of  the  Lord.  I  realize  that  in  this  Institution  its  ''  union"  was  its  first  grand 
element.  There  were  Sunday-schools  before.  There  were  books  and  papers 
before.  But  this  Society  was  started  to  bring  into  harmonious  co-operation 
all  these  scattered  efforts,  to  concentrate,  to  unify^ — if  I  may  adopt  a  word 
which  I  now  sometimes  hear, — the  labours  of  a  multitude  in  one  grand  single 
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inBtitation.  And  when  I  consider  the  whole  Chnrch  of  Ood  nnder  the  title 
bj  which  our  Lord  himself  dignifies  it — a  building  of  God — I  look  upon  a 
Union  like  this  as  a  grand  roof  that  extends  over  all,  binding  together  the 
walls  and  columns  and  partitions,  coToring  the  inhabitants  with  a  canopj  of 
security  and  peace,  and  making  altogether  one  grand  edifice  of  comfort,  of 
jo  J,  of  privilege  for  all  who  dwell  beneath.  I  bless  God  for  this  union  of 
Christian  people  and  of  Christian  hearts.    '*'*'* 

I  love  the  grand  Christian  bodies  of  our  day.  I  lore  to  see  them  united 
beneath  the  canopj  of  the  Divine  acknowledgment  and  the  Divine  bless- 
ing as  one  family.  I  take  the  hand  of  this  glorious  minister  of  Christ,  my 
beloved  brother  whom  old  Dublin  gave  to  New  York,  and  say,  My  brother, 
with  as  hearty  an  emphasis,  and  as  ardent  an  afifection,  as  for  any  other  I 
(Applause.)  You  have  heard  him  to-night,  and  I  partake  of  the  pride  with 
which  all  New  York  is  looking  at  him  in  his  eflforts  to  do  good  among  us. 
When  he  speaks  his  voice  is  the  mingled  power  of  wisdom  and  tenderness,  of 
influence,  of  authority  and  of  persuasion  among  all  to  whom  he  is  sent.  I 
am  thankful  that  he  has  been  heard  by  my  old  friends  here  to-night  I  (Ap- 
plause.) In  this  grand  union  which  we  have  here  projected,  we  have  the 
two-fold  object  of  spreading  still  further  the  influence  of  this  enterprise  in 
the  principle  of  unity  it  upholds,  and  of  gathering  still  more  multiplied  num- 
bers under  its  control. 

The  Reverend  speaker  then  drew  a  strong  contrast  between  the  efforts 
to  impart  religious  instruction  to  children  through  set  formulas  of  truth 
framed  by  men,  which  was  so  common  when  this  Society  was  organized,  a\id 
the  more  recent  efforts  to  teach  the  children  by  using  the  Bible  as  God  gave 
it,  and  warmly  commended  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  because  of 
its  exaltation  of  the  study  of  God's  word,  and  continued : 

Let  us  believe  that  the  book  God  has  made  for  the  little  ones  is  peculiarly 
appropriate  to  their  wants.  And  let  this  Union  stand  in  our  land  as  the 
solemn  guardian  of  an  open  Bible,  as  the  solemn  guardian  of  the  children's 
Bible,  as  the  solemn  guardian  of  the  most  direct  and  distinct  teaching  of  that 
Bible  to  the  little  ones  of  the  flock  of  Christ. 

We  have  come  to  a  day  again  when  there  is  an  exceeding  disposition  to 
set  up  human  inventions  in  the  place  of  God's  word,  to  take  the  children 
away  from  the  precious  institutions  of  this  divine  word,  and  to  put  them 
upon  human  schemes,  human  books,  human  substitutes,  in  ignorance  of  the 
divine  adaptability  of  the  word  to  every  human  creature's  needs — ^that  as 
some  one  has  well  said,  it  is  a  sea  in  which  an  elephant  may  swim  or  a  lamb 
may  wade,  that  it  is  higher  than  man  can  reach  and  deeper  than  human  wis- 
dom can  investigrate,  and  yet  near  and  wide  open  to  us  all  as  the  very  door 
of  heaven  1  It  is  an  immensely  important  thing  to  maintain  this  fundamental 
principle  of  the  Union.  We  have  banded  ourselves  together  to  maintain  the 
teaching  of  the  Bible,  and  that  alone.  If  there  are  any  improvements  on  that 
book,  if  any  prefer  to  cook  it  over  again,  or  serve  up  in  their  own  shop  the 
blessed  mysteries  of  the  household  of  God,  we  cannot  forbid  them,  but  we 
can  say  as  an  American  Sunday-School  Union,  '*  As  for  me,  and  my  house, 
we  will  serve  the  Lord  1"  (Applause.)  Our  purpose  is  to  maintain  that  stand 
simply  and  truly. 

Let  this  Institution  think,  on  this  its  fiftieth  anniversary  night,  of  the 
glorious  dispensation  that  is  before  it  I  Think  of  the  children  whom  it  is  to 
teach  and  to  save  1  Friends,  I  solemnly  believe  in  the  conversion  of  children. 
I  cannot  say  how  young  they  shall  be  brought  to  make  an  open  profession  of 
their  faith  and  love  for  Christ,  but  I  have  seen  as  manifest  evidence  of  the 
new  birth  in  children  of  six  and  eight  years  of  age  as  I  have  ever  seei^  in  any 
adult  1  Shall  I  turn  back  those  whom  God  himself  hath  brought?  Shall  I 
refuse  those  whom  God  himself  hath  accepted  7    Never  I    We  are  in  an  age 
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vhen  the  church  is  to  take  the  children,  narse  them,  train  them,  educate 
them,  protect  them  and  prepare  them  for  the  work  appointed  for  them,  and 
under  no  circiunstances  to  repel  from  the  highest  expressions  of  Christian 
comnrenion,  the  highest  form  of  a  Christian  profession,  the  child  that  can 
give  a  fair  account  of  the  faith  of  its  little  heart  in  a  divine  Saviour,  and 
Banifeit  clearlj  and  continuonslj  the  power  of  the  love  of  Jesus  shed  abroad 
in  that  heart  bj  the  H0I7  Ghost. 

This  Union  is  to  guard  that  right  of  the  children.  Let  it  maintain  the 
lame  bj  which  it  has  so  often  been  called,  **  The  Society  that  takes  care  of 
the  children/'  and  feel  that  this  is  the  highest  mission  with  which  it  can  be 
clothed.  Bnrke  said,  "  Let  me  make  the  ballads  of  a  nation  and  I  care  not 
who  makes  its  laws/'  Give  me  the  little  ones  of  my  flock,  and  I  will  not 
laj  I  shall  not  care  for  the  old  ones,  but  I  will  ft-ankly  saj,  <*  Give  me  to-daj 
Si  a  necessarj  choice  the  question,  will  jou  take  these  children,  and  teach 
and  preach  to  them,  or  will  70a  take  these  intelligent,  active,  busy  adults  and 
preach  to  tA^nt,"  I  should  say,  "  Let  all  the  men  and  women  go,  and  give  me  the 
boys  and  girls/'  (Applause.)  This  is  the  result  of  my  experience.  The  con- 
venion  of  children  comes  every  year  under  my  observation.  The  conversion 
of  sen  and  women  that  have  been  hardened  beneath  the  tramplings  of  earth, 
that  have  been  indurated  by  the  effects  of  human  pride,  and  turned  aside  by 
the  schemes  and  speculations  of  men — the  conversion  of  such  persons  is  ex- 
tremely rare.  They  sit  before  me  regularly.  They  pay  the  civil  respect  that 
is  due  from  them  to  the  place  and  the  day  and  the  worship  of  the  Lord's  house. 
Bat  any  evidence  of  God's  power  upon  their  hearts,  I  habitually  fail  to  see. 
While,  as  the  years  go  by,  scores  of  little  ones  are  gathered  into  the  Christian 
fold  in  solid  profession.  And  dear  boys  and  girls  just  opening  upon  the  pros- 
pect of  maturity  delight  me  in  the  manifestation  of  the  Christian  character  and 
Christian  spirit  and  Christian  power,  which  make  the  whole  salvation  of  the 
man  and  the  whole  comfort  of  the  pastor.  I  have  gone  over  this  again  and 
tgain  in  the  fifty-three  years  of  a  pastor's  life,  and  my  deliberate  conviction  is 
that  the  whole  hope  of  the  Christian  church  is  in  the  simple,  plain,  practical^ 
mtelligible  preaching  of  the  Gospel  of  a  Saviour  to  the  young,  the  feeble  and 
the  ignorant  of  the  flock.  (Applause.)  Let  the  man  or  the  woman  who  Ti^ould 
lave  souls,  be  simple.  Let  him  tell  the  old,  old  story  simply,  plainly,  gently. 
Let  the  man  who  would  save  souls  be  sympathizing,  tender,  true.  Let  him 
have  a  heart  that  shall  be  the  home  of  every  child,  a  mind  that  shall  be  the 
guide  of  every  little  mind,  a  presence  and  manner  that  shall  attract,  a  lan- 
guage that  shall  interpret  itself,  and  a  life  and  character  that  shall  lead  all 
who  follow  him  to  come  to  the  Great  Shepherd  for  the  Divine  blessing.  Then 
shall  we  look  for  a  Divine  revival  in  the  work ;  for  God's  own  power  manifest 
in  it,  till  every  house  shall  be  a  mansion  for  the  Divine  praise,  and  every  family 
brought  together  under  the  Divine  Providence  shall  be  a  temple  in  which  the 
spirit  of  God  shall  dwell,  and  every  youth  born  within  the  precincts  of  Christ- 
ian teaching,  shall  be  a  child  dedicated  to  God,  sanctified  by  His  power,  and 
filled  with  the  influence  of  the  spirit  of  Christ. 

Let  it  be  the  next  step  of  this  Society  in  the  unceasing  operation  of  its 
principles,  to  attain  the  conversion  of  the  children  to  Jesus.  Bring  them  in. 
Let  the  missionaries  be  instructed  to  this  end.  Let  the  pastors  labour  for  it. 
Bring  the  little  ones  to  Christ.  Lead  them  into  his  fold.  Make  them  the 
subjects  of  special,  earnest  intercession.  Teach  them  in  a  way  that  shall  be 
simple  and  efi'ective.  Bind  them  together  in  the  spirit  of  intense  and  glowing 
love.  Gather  them,  0  ye  men  and  women  of  the  Lord  1  gather  them  in 
private  prayer,  in  earnest  prayer,  where  every  name  shall  be  uttered,  and 
every  want  be  pleaded,  before  the  throne  of  the  Divine  mercy,  and  our  chil- 
dren will  be  saved  to  the  praise  and  glory  of  His  grace,  and  the  honour  of 
His  Church  and  the  blessing  of  the  world.     (Applause.) 

After  a  closing  hymn  by  the  children,  the  vast  congregation  was  dismissed 
with  the  benediction  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wylie  of  Philadelphia. 
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JUBILEE  MISSIONARY  MEETING  IN  NEW  YORK. 

In  connection  with  the  Semi-Cent«nnial  AnniyerBarjr  in  Philadelphia,  a 
Jubilee  Missionary  Meeting  was  held  in  the  city  of  New  York,  at  the  Broad- 
way Tabernacle  Church,  Thursday  eveningi  May  28th,  1874.  A  call  for  this 
meeting  had  been  issued  by  the  Managers  of  the  Society  resident  in  New 
York,  and  to  this  call,  their  fellow  citizens  made  gratifying  response,  by  a 
large  attendance  upon  this  commemorative  gathering.  A  number  of  the 
older  missionaries  of  the  Society,  and  some  whose  hononrable  record  has 
been  more  recently  begun,  had  gathered  to  give  thanks  for  mercies  passed  in 
review.  Peculiar  pleasure  was  afforded  by  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  the 
early  friends  and  long-continued  supporters  of  the  Society,  in  New  York, 
Brooklyn,  and  vicinity,  came  up  to  this  meeting  with  these  missionary 
labourers  to  do  honour  to  fifty  years  of  Sunday-school  service,  to  lend  influ- 
ence, and  to  give  a  benediction  upon  its  further  progress. 

The  chairman,  Mr.  Gbobgi  H.  Stuabt,  one  of  the  Philadelphia  Vice-Presi- 
dents, surrounded  by  the  speakers  of  the  evening,  and  the  official  delegation 
from  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  called  upon  the  Rev.  R.  S.  MacArthur,  Pastor 
of  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  New  York,  to  lead  in  prayer,  and  afterwards  the 
audience  joined  in  the  hymn  : 

/'SaTloar  king,  In  hallowed  union.**. 

Mr.  Stuart's  introduction  of  speakers  was  very  appropriate  and  effective. 
At  the  close  of  his  address,  he  spoke  of  an  incident  growing  out  of  the 
early  labours  of  a  missionary,  telling  how  a  pioneer  western  union  Sunday- 
school,  had  drawn  to  its  sessions  a  certain  man  of  strong  characteristics, 
who  was,  in  those  days,  occupied  as  a  hatter,  and  who  also  gave  a  part  of  his 
time  to  the  teaching  of  dancing,  in  primitive  Western  neighbourhoods.  The 
heart  of  this  man  had  been  mellowed  by  divine  grace,  and  God  had  led  him  to 
great  usefulness,  opening  the  way  for  him  to  enter  the  work  of  gathering  children 
into  Bible  schools,  and  a  blessing  had  followed  him  until  hundreds  of  Sunday- 
schools  had  been  planted  and  thousands  of  children  reached  through  his  in- 
strumentality. The  chairman  taking  him  by  the  hand,  introduced  to  the 
audience, 

STBPHBN   PAZSOH. 

Mr.  Paxson's  address  was  remarkable  for  its  clear  testimony,  from  his  own 
repeated  and  long-continued  experience,  to  the  fact,  that  a  Sunday-school 
missionary  can  go  anywhere,  to  any  community,  no  matter  how  ignorant, 
prejudiced  or  sinful,  and  carrying  the  leaven  of  the  gospel,  can  break  down 
prejudice,  and  disarm  opposition,  where  other  agencies,  might  despair  of 
ever  gaining  a  foothold.  In  concluding  his  brief,  bat  forcible  address,  Father 
Pazson  made  a  most  eaniMt  bIm  for  Inweasod  Snndaj-school  missionary 
work  ihronghont  d|j"" -..-^-.-^..^       .^ 

TlM  jMfefl|gf|H^^^^^^^^^^^HH|ii||l'MPBkMed,  and  finally 
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eottT«rted  to  th«  truth,  throagh  the  power  of  a  laj  sermon.  The  preacher 
ef  that  lay  Bermon  [Hon.  William  B.  Dodge]  being  present,  was  priyileged 
to  hear  a  good  report  from  that  convert,  who  for  fourteen  jears  has  been 
richly  blessed  in  his  own  serTice  for  Christ,  as  a  Sunday-school  missionary, 
ia  the  Northwest, 

MB.  MJLBTZH   B.   LBWI8.' 

MiMioaary  Lewis  gave  most  interesting  testimony *^to*  the  power  of  the 
gospel,  wheroTer  its  influence  is  brought  to  bear  upon  the  hearts  of  children 
•ad  yonth,  to  transform  homes  and  regenerate  households,  as  well  as  to 
derate  whole  communities. 

MB.   F.  O.   BV8I0H, 

Superintendent  of  Missions  in  the  Northwest,  followed,  the  Chairman  from 
personal  knowledge  especially  commending  him  for  his  zeal  in  distributing 
copies  of  the  word  of  God  among  the  thoughtless  and  destitute.  The  short 
address  of  Mr.  Ensign  gaye  a  clear  presentation  of  systematic  methods  of 
work  dereloped  in  actual  practice,  showing  how  the  field  is  prepared  and  the 
seed  sown  by  a  Sunday-school  missionary,  and  bringing  forward  sufficient 
testimony  of  sheaves  gathered,  to  win  the  hearts  of  his  audience. 
A  Siuiday->Bchool  pupil  of  Dr.  Chalmers  was  next  called  upon,  > 

BBY.   JOHN   M'CULLAOH, 

the  veteran  Scotch  Sunday-school  missionary  of  the  South,  who,  for  more 
than  thirty  years,  has  pursued  bis  work  uninterrupted  even  by  the  disturbance 
of  dreadful  war.  Missionary  McCullagh  enchained  his  listeners  by  an  eloquent 
presentation  of  the  especial  features  and  incidents  of  his  work,  and  finally. 
Biassed,  as  well  as  human  tongue  could  do  it,  the  grand  results  of  the  entire 
fifty  years  service. 

A  commission  issued  by  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  in  February, 
1835,  and  sent  by  post  to 

TBB   BBV.    B.   W.    CHIDLAW, 

tt  Paddy's  Run,  Ohio,  was  then  produced,  and  a  brief  sketch  given  of  Mr. 
Cbidlaw's  career  and  services.  The  veteran  named,  who  has  now  the 
honour  of  having  held  a  commission  from  this  Society  for  a  longer  period 
than  any  other  living  worker,  except  Mr.  A.  W.  Corey,  came  before  his  audi- 
ence on  this  occasion  with  a  power  which  showed  that  years  have  only 
touched  his  spirit  to  temper  it,  if  possible,  with  a  stronger,  steadier  zeal.  His 
form  erect,  his  voice  clear  and  resonant,  his  eye  undimmed,  his  speech,  quiet 
St  first,  bat  finally  growing  more  burning  and  impassioned,  he  made  a  pleas- 
iag  and  memorable  address. 
Ib  amwer  to  all  these  words  from  field  workers, 

BBV.   WILLIAM   OBMISTON,    D.D. 

mi  calM  upon  to  respond  for  New  York.  .  Doctor  Ormiston  remarked : 
"Imr  In  my  life  did  I  stand  upon  a  platform  where  I  felt  more  sensibly  the 
§n  keeping  still — the  peculiar  fitness  of  perfect  silence  as  the  only 
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Appreciatiye  and  appropriate  response  to  be  made  to  the  intensely  interettiaf 
and  impresBire  words  spoken."  Neyertheless  the  closing  speaker  Buffered  ■• 
particle  of  interest  or  enthusiasm  to  abate.  He  welcomed  these  missiomaij 
workers  to  New  York  in  warmest  words  of  cordial  greeting.  Pajing  heartf 
tribute  to  the  record  of  the  past,  he  assured  the  American  Snndaj-Sehool 
Union  and  its  missionariesi  of  the  most  generous,  ample  and  loying  support 
in  the  future.  In  closing  he  promised  to  meet  the  missionary  brethren  at  a 
centennial  celebration  where  all  may  keep  perpetual  jubilee,  and  extended 
his  hand  to  them  all,  as  the  hand  of  New  York,  the  whole  audience  rising 
with  great  enthusiasm  and  amid  prolonged  applause. 

As  a  finale  to  the  singing,  which  throughout  was  most  enjoyable,  under  the 
leadership  of  the  choir  of  the  Broadway  Tabernacle,  an  additional  chomi 
having  been  provided  for  the  occasion,  the  audience  sang : 

**]ll7  coontry  *ti«  of  thee.** 

An  impressive  contrast  to  the  swell  of  sound  which  went  up  from  the  full 
hearts  of  the  audience,  as  they  sung  this  national  anthem,  was  made  by  the 
intense  silence  that  prevailed  when  the  venerable  Rev.  R.  B.  Canfield| 
Secretary  of  the  New  York  Department  of  the  Society  forty  years  ago,  pro* 
nounced  a  benediction,  and  the  first  Jubilee  Missionary  Meeting  of  the 
American  Sunday-school  Union  came  to  its  close. 
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jr.«*»-rnT  of  Xflson  Kin^slmry,  F.  G.  Ensign,  Kcv.  W.  P.  Pax^on,  and 
••f'lrT  of  th«»  S<K'iet3'''s  workerj*,  such  widely  known  n»[»rcsc*ntative  men  a> 
llrv.  Arthur  T.  Pior^ou  and  Hon.  C.  •).  Walker,  of  Michigan,  Kcv.  Arthur 
Mi!«-h»»ll,  Kev.  E.  P.  Cioodwin,  D.U.,  Rev.  J.  M.  Gibson,  Kcv.  Dr.  Ghner. 
•I.  V.  Farwell,  X.  S.  Houton,  M.  P.  Ayars  and  Ex-Governor  Bcvcridgc,  of 
lllin:i9  «nd  Rev.  Dm,  Goodell,  Krookcn  and  Foote,  of  MisHouri,  and  many 
'•chfr«.  participated  in  these  semi-centennial  exercises,  and  heartily  com- 
ia».*nil**d  the  eau!«e. 

Th»'  ernwded  audiences,  earnosst  sympathy  anil  enthusiastic  interest  at- 
U'U'iiuii  nil  these  uieetinj^s.  notwithstanding  the  oppre8sive  heat  of  the  season, 
fairly  indicate  the  hi;rh  estimation  in  which  the  work  of  this  Society  is  held 
*\  th-  r'liristian  puhlic. 


^  ••♦» 


CONTRIBUTIOHS. 

iljv  l»'M{il  form  of  bvqucst  is,  •■  I  «jivk  amj  itKyrKATii  to  thk  Amekican  IStn- 

••.«  ,-.<»  UmoL  TmoX.  KSTAHLISHKU  in    thk   City  of  PllILAItKLIMIIA.  DOLLARS. " 

III  !:••  <-a-o  are  coiitrilMitions  applieii  tn  curry  on  thi*  bu!iiiic::s  liepiirtnient  ot 
jftr  >»M  'ttx?  o]K'nitions.  nor  for  any  objifcts  other  tliuii  those  desigiiati'd  U\ 
';.v  :-■! » ••:■"•• 

T  •:  I.  •  V    l»«»M.>Rs  constitute  u  Life  Mi'inher. 

r....'T  ii.'iTJoii.-   to  tlie    Mi-*."»iunarv   work   of  the    Amkkkwn    SiNHAY-r^iiiooi. 
'   •,;•••.   i:i.i',    iie  a«Mre.»"'ed  to 

LEVI  ENOWLES,  TreasareT,  1122  Gheatont  St.,  Philadelphia. 


MISSIONARY  CORRESPONDENCE. 

.•...  ,.,:.-  •b-'Iriiif;  iiifonuatioii  eomei  niiiir  the  Mi^-^ioiiMrN  Work  ?h<mM  :nM!».«> 

M.  A.  WURT8,  Secroury  cf  MihsioiiH,  or 

Rev.  E.  W.  BICE,  A»8i:itant  Secretary  of  Mi.ssiou.<. 

II.'J   t*IO.»lN«   !    StISIKl.    I'HII  VliH.I  IIM 

*    •   r;.in»i»iiv!il'M»ii»  relative  to  flu-  \\«)rk  "m  Nru    Vnik  liniN   In-  inlilr«'--«"l  li. 

F.  H,  WI8EWELL,  Sec.  New  York  Dep.  of  Mission.- . 

X"'.   S   .V    l'»    r.l!.!.».    II>'I  't.    A'>'i:    I*:  \'  • 

i.    •••••  -  i»i;itiii:»  to  tlu*  work  in  Ntu  Kinj'larMl,  or  t«»  tiiv  N«.»fiii.i!  UHrk.  rn.iv  Im 

Rev.  H.  CLAY  TRUMBULL,  Ncrmal  Sern-tarv. 


NATIONAL  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  PERIODICALS 

i'l  BLISHKI>    KV 

Kv^.  KUIIAKII  NEUTON,  U.ll..  Editor.  Krv.  K.  W.  KK'K,  Assistant  Editor. 
THE  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  WORLD, 

CONTAINS  NOTES  ON  THE  INTERNATIONAL  LESSONS  FOB  SUNDAY-SCHOOLS 

Preparni  by  the  Kev.  JOHN  ll\Li,  IKD.,  of  Nen  York. 
LESSON   PAPERS  FOR   SCHOLARS. 

Tbf'  .iiUaiK'i'itI  I^eKMkii  l*a|M*r.    Tor  tlir  iiighrr  i!:i.--c<. 
Inli'riiieiliale  l^eNMon   Paiu'i*.  iclai'tcii  tti  tin*  n^c  <>t  li.<s  mU 

Primary   IjI^jiikoii  PapiT,  >^i<li  pictuK-.-  illll^llinitl^;  <omv  point  ot 

•ll»-    l«-^-nl|. 

Price  of  i-M  li  Lfiri-on  Paper,  $9  fi»r  100  Copi<ob.  y-r  year.    Not  le-*:}  thaa  10  Copies  at  this  ratCi 

THE  CHILD'S  WORLD. 

-A.    CIiEA.r»    JPAI^JSH.,    FOR.   CI-IIIiT>i^ElT    AITID    YOUTH. 

Tin-  .-••I'oii-I  ii-.iiiiIm-i  m"  i:i«-|i  moiitli  i  iiiii:iin«  liin- iliii<tr!iti"»n«..  |ir«|irtrc«i  fff  it^ 
.».iu''  "iiMiii  ♦li»-  Ititi-i  ii.itidii.il  .'^miil:iy--  iiiH'l  L» — '!'>.  with  :uti«li'>  on  tlif*  ]%•<' 
•<iii>.  .iii'l  il!i.-ir:i!t'«|  -Lrtihi'^  ut"  Auima!*  in  Mi::!"  IctH'U.  bv  llt-v   Kdwin  W.  Kii-**. 

■ 

Owr  hmntrrtl  ropien  Mttuthlif,  «###•  fft-ar,  .iit'-i:  SfHti-tnotttlilifn  4$'^4. 

< ■:i-.iinuii«--"  «»!    ilu'  St.M'i»t\  -■   I'uMlc.iiioiiw  luini-lir-l  :iihl  «'iil»<friplion-«  i<i  iH 

!'iM '.'iIm  :ii-    rr..i.i  *  ri|   a!    tll«* 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL    DEPOSITORIES, 

Xo.  Il'i'4  (iKHtiint  •<tr««-f.  Phllii<lf1|iliiii.     Af^KX.   K1KKPATKICK. 

><>.  lO  Kll»lf  lloiixf.  .%«•%«    York.     ii.  S.  ^COPIKf.D. 

Xo.   t«l  Wliitf'i*  !<fi-f«*t.  Kfixfoii.--  K.  Sill  TK. 

Xo.  9S  l>«nrl>orii  Str«'tt.  C'lilcniro      W.  K.  PORT. 

.\o.  riO?   X.  MxfU  SI..  St.  I^imeIh.     •<.  PAXSOX. 

SIX   POINTS. 

1. '  The  American  Sunday-School  Union  aims  to 
unite  all  the  people  in  the  study  of  God's  word. 

2.  ■  It  aims  to  reach  those  unreached  by  ordinary 
church  agencies. 

;^.    Ir  aims  to  lead  them  all  to  iollow  Christ. 

4.  It  leaves  them  to  choose  that  church  con- 
nection which  they  deem  best. 

5.  It  has  organized  an  average  of  1226  Sunday- 
schools  a  year,  or  over  throe  per  day,  for  every  day 
of  the  past  fiftv  years. 

6.  It  has  reached  and  aided  about  5,000,000  of 
S.7i>b;it))-Kchool  scholars. 
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Thf  Fit'tv-FirHt  Anniversary  of  the  Amkkicax  Sivday-Scfiool  I'xios  was 
hchi  in  the  Ai'iideniy  of  Music,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  on  Tuesday  eveninjc 
of  Miiy  the  18th.  This  whs  an  oci-ar»ion  of  great  interest  to  the  friendf*  of  the 
Union.     That  vast  ami  beautiful  building  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity. 

FiVery  seat  on  the  great  phitforin  (»f  tlic  Academy  was  occupied.  Amon^ 
the  band  of  ^reat  and  good  men  found  there,  we  noticed  9uch  long-tried 
friends  of  the  Union  as:  the  Chairman  of  the  evening,  the  lion.  Wm.  E.  Dodge, 
the  Uev.  Drs.  Arniitage,  Hall.  Deems,  J.  Cotton  Smith,  II.  M.  Scuddcr,  Stuart 
Rohin.*;on  and  Dowling,  Rev.  Messrs.  T.  Chambers,  George  II.  Smith,  (Miaplain 
of  Handairs  Island.  R.  \i.  Camplield,  J.  h.  Phillips  and  Manning,  of  London. 
Hon.  H.  I*.  Haven,  of  New  London,  F.  A.  Ferris,  J.  W.  C.  Leveridge,  Morris  K. 
Jessup.  F.  Marquand  and  Alex.  Brown,  of  Philadelphia. 

It  is  not  our  purpose  to  give  here,  any  detailed  report  of  the  speeches 
delivered  at  this  meeting.  Our  only  purpose,  now,  will  be  to  touch  briefly  on 
one  or  two  points  of  general  interest  that  occurred  to  us  while  joining  delight- 
edly in  the  exercises  of  the  evening. 

One  of  these  points  w.is  thf  character  of  tfo:  »pf.akrrs.  They  were  in  the 
truest  sense  representative  men.  This  was  so,  if  you  looked  at  them  ffvot/ra- 
phicallif.  The  Rev.  Wm.  P.  Paxson,  one  of  the  sensible,  practical,  hard-work- 
ing missionaries  of  the  Union,  represented  the  South.  Dr.  Robinson,  from  his 
present  position  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  Dr.  Scudder,  from  that  which  he  form- 
erly occupied  in  California,  fairly  represented  the  great  West,  both  in  its  near 
and  its  far-otf  relations  to  us.  The  honored  Chairman  of  the  meeting,  with 
Dr.  Arniitage  and  Dr.  Smith,  represented  the  North  ;  while  the  Rev.  Mr.  Man- 
ning of  London,  whose  name  was  not  on  the  programme,  but  who  was  intro- 
duced by  the  Chairman  at  the  close  of  the  meeting,  represented  the  East,  even 
bevond  the  limit  of  our  own  borders. 

And  then  ecclctiaxtically ^  as  well  as  geographically,  they  were  truly  repre- 
sentative in  their  character.  The  Baptist,  the  Congregational,  the  Presbyte- 
rian, the  Methodist,  and  the  Episcojial  Churches  had  each  its  representative 
there. 

And  then  the  xperchen  on  this  occasion,  as  well  as  the  speakers,  were  marked 
by  some  features  which  rendered  them  specially  interesting.  For  one  thing 
thev  were  short. 

And  then  the  speeches  were  pertinent  as  well  as  short.  Each  address  had 
to  du  with  some  real,  live  feature  of  the  work  in  which  the  Union  is  engaged, 
or  of  the  salutarv  influence  that  must  result  from  that  work. 
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FIFTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Ix  entering  upon  the  second  half-century  of  its  life  and 
work,  this  Society  is  called  on  to  adopt  tho  motto  of  that  apos- 
tle whose  claim  was,  "  I  labored  more  abundantly  than  they  all," 
vii. :  *' Forgetting  those  things  which  are  behind,"  (save  in 
grateful  praise),  "and  reaching  forth  unto  those  things  which 
are  before,  I  press  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high 
calling  of  God  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus."  May  He  who  has 
blessed  ns  in  the  past,  give  needed  grace,  wisdom,  strength, 
means  and  success  in  the  future !  Jehovah  is  still  saying,  as 
to  Joshua,  Israel's  leader,  "There  remaineth  yet  very  much 
land  to  be  possessed." 

The  Rev.  Dr.  John  Hall,  in  speaking  of  our  Jubilee  Year  and 
its  record,  said : 

There  is  an  air  of  grandeur  about  this  work  of  the  American 
Sunday-school  Union.  It  is  a  great  thing  to  be  able  to  report 
such  numbers  of  children  brought  during  fifty  years  into  the 
Sabbath-school,  and  it  is  a  glorious  thing  to  bo  able  to  report 
such  an  amount  of  money  so  generously  contributed ;  and  it 
seems  to  me  impossible  to  escape  the  feeling  that,  for  the  money 
expended,  there  has  been  an  immense  amount  of  work  done,  im- 
plying wise  and  prudent  management  and  very  great  fidelity  on 
the  part  of  those  intrusted  with  the  doing  of  it.  But  let  us  not 
regard  it  as  a  termination  reached,  toward  which  we  were  making 
our  way,  but  rather  as  a  point  of  new  departure  from  which  we 
shall  go  forward  to  realize  immensely  greater  things  in  the  time 
to  come. 

Since  the  Semi-Centennial  Report,  Hon.  William  C.  Alex- 
ander and  John  C.  Greene,  of  New  York,  Hon.  Willard  Hall, 
of  Delaware,  and  Hon.  Bellamy  Storer,  of  Ohio,  Vice  Presidents 
of  the  Society,  and  Abel  Vinton  and  James  Bayard,  Esq.,  Man- 
agers, have  been  removed  by  deatL 
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Mr.  Alexander  was  formerly  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  was  President  of  the  Equitable  Life  As- 
surance Society  of  New  York.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Rev. 
Archibald  Alexander,  D.  D.,  of  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  one  of 
the  Society's  earliest  and  best  friends ;  and  brother  of  Rev.  James 
W.  Alexander,  D.  D.,  to  whom  we  were  indebted  for  many  cordial 
and  important  services. 

Mr.  Greene  has  been  a  Vice  President  of  the  Society  since 
1868,  and  has  shown  his  interest  in  its  work  by  very  liberal  con- 
tributions to  its  missionary  operations. 

Mr.  Hall  was  a  Manager  of  the  Union  from  1827  to  1848, 
when  he  was  elected  a  Vice-President.  He  presided  at  the  Second 
National  Sunday-School  Convention  held  in  Philadelphia  in  1833 ; 
and  like  Mr.  Storer,  of  Ohio,  was  very  highly  esteemed  as  a 
Christian  lawyer  and  judge. 

Abel  Vinton  was  a  native  of  Braintree,  Massachusetts ;  for- 
merly a  merchant  of  high  position,  and  an  efficient  elder  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Philadelphia;  one  of  the  original 
managers  in  1824  (leaving  but  two  survivors) ;  for  many  years 
a  zealous  member  of  the  Committee  of  Missions ;  and  a  loving 
and  very  influential  friend  of  the  Society  from  the  first  to  the 
last  of  his  long  life,  which  ended  at  Wayne,  Iowa,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety-one  years. 

James  Bayard  Esq.  was  a  manager  from  1833  inclusive,  and 
a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Publication  in  1834,  and  from 
1855  until  his  decease  on  the  first  of  last  August.  He  was  a 
member  of  an  American  historical  family,  was  born  in  Philadel- 
phia, May,  1802,  graduated  at  the  College  of  New  Jersey  in 
1820,  and  subsequently  practised  for  many  years  at  the  bar. 
He  was  warmly  interested  in  the  great  objects  contemplated  by 
the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  was  a  regular  attendant  at 
the  meetings  of  the  Committee  of  Publication,  of  which  he  was 
chairman  in  and  since  1866,  and  took  a  prominent  part  in  the 
deliberations  of  the  Board. 


BEPORT   OF  THE   COMMITTEE   OF   PUBLICATION  FOR  YEAR  ENDING 

DECEMBER   81,  1874. 

DnriDg  the  past  year  we  have  published  twenty  books,  of 
which  fourteen  were  original  and  six  reprints.  We  have  also 
published  a  library  well  suited  to  a  large  class  of  Sunday- 
schools,  containing  50  choice  illustrated  volumes.  16mo,  bound 
in  muslin,  and  not  in  any  other  select  library.  It  contains 
over  12,000  printed  pages,  illustrated  by  212  large  full  page  en- 
gravings, and  is  sold  to  Sunday-schools  at  the  low  price  of 
§20.80.  In  allusion  to  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  Society, 
it  is  entitled  the  American  Sunday-school  Union's  Semi-Cen- 
tennial  Grand  Cheap  Library.  Few  things  more  strikingly  dis- 
play the  want  of  good  sense,  extensively  prevalent,  than  the 
number  of  worthless  manuscripts  which  deluge  the  editorial 
desks  of  our  publishers.  The  committee  still  observe  the  policy 
of  goody  rather  than  many.  To  show  how  rigidly  this  system 
of  exclusion  of  unsuitable  books  is  carried  out,  it  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  state,  that  of  the  MSS.,  etc.,  offered  in  the  last  seven- 
teen years,  (1857-1873,  both  inclusive,)  1144  in  number,  925 — of 
which,  perhaps  90  per  cent,  or  more  were  fictitious, — were  re- 
jected, and  only  219  accepted.  This,  of  course,  does  not  in- 
clude English  books  examined  with  a  view  to  publication,  and  of 
which  probably  not  one  in  twenty  is  adopted.  This  conscientious 
conservatism  is,  of  course,  provocative  of  some  unpopularity  with 
authors ;  but  this  is  preferable  to  the  responsibility  of  adding  to 
the  unwholesome  novels  which  are  so  fast  finding  their  way  to  the 
Sunday-school  libraries  of  this  country  and  of  England.  An 
analysis  of  our  general  catalogue  exhibits  the  following  result : 

Solid  books,  i,  e.  biographical,  historical,  educational,  travels, 
customs,  etc.,  about  ......  860 

Fictitious,  and  partly  fictitious,  but  all  adopted  by 
the  committee  as  useful  and  desirable,  about       .         .         1,0G4 


1,924 
If  to  these  we  add  maps,  diagrams,  class  books,  etc.,  we  may 
estimate   the  solid  publications  at  over  960 ;  say  about  50  per 
cent,  of  our  whole  catalogue. 
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PERIODICALS.  • 

Material  particularly  intended  to  aid  in  the  study  of  the  Inter- 
national Series  of  Lessons  has,  as  heretofore,  been  a  prominent 
feature  in  connection  with  our  periodicals.  Among  the  helps 
upon  these  lessons,  the  Society  provides,  in  The  Sunday-School 
World  for  pastors,  superintendents  and  teachers : 

1.  Explanations,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Hall. 

2.  Text  Thoughts,  with  Blackboard  Outlines,  by  prominent 
Sunday-school  workers  and  divines. 

3.  Quarterly  Reviews  of  the  Lessons. 

4.  Primary  Lesson  Talks  for  Infant  Class  Teachers,  by  Mrs. 
Alice  W.  Knox. 

5.  Illustrated  articles  upon  selections  from  the  Lessons  in  The 
.Child's  World,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Richard  Newton. 

6.  Large  Review  Charts  (quarterly),  3i  by  5  feet,  for  use  in 
the  school-room,  with  a  Superintendent's  Review  Paper  and  a 
Scholar  s  Review  Paper^  prepared  by  John  B.  Smith. 

Also  for  scholars  and  for  home  use : 

1.  The  Advanced  Lesson  Paper  (begun  January,  1872),  for 
Bible  and  advanced  classes. 

2.  The  Intermediate  Lesson  Paper  (begun  April,  1872),  for 
pupils  in  the  main  school. 

3.  The  Primary  Lesson  Paper^  illustrated  (adopted  January, 
1874),  for  scholars  in  the  primary  and  less  advanced  classes. 

4.  Daily  Lessons  for  the  youngest  learners,  designed  chiefly 
for  home  use. 

5.  The  Scholar  s  Handbook^  by  the  Rev.  Edwin  W.  Rice,  for 
general  use  in  studying  the  Bible  lessons. 

The  Committee  think  the  above  system  of  helps  will  be  found 
as  complete  and  as  fully  in  accord  with  the  latest  and  most  ap- 
proved methods  of  teaching,  as  any  now  published.  The  con- 
tinued approbation  of  the  Christian  public  in  these  efforts  of  the 
Committee  to  furnish  the  best  aids  to  Bible  study,  is  peculiarly 
gratifying  and  encouraging  to  all  the  friends  of  the  Society. 
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REPORT   OF  THE   NORMAL    SECRETARY. 

The  growth  of  interest  in  Bible  study  and  Bible  teaching, 
through  the  adoption  and  general  use  of  the  system  of  Interna- 
tional Lessons,  has  increased  the  demand  throughout  the  country 
for  instruction  as  to  the  methods  of  Sunday-school  work,  so  that, 
during  the  last  year,  the  calls  on  the  Normal  Secretary  for  illus- 
tration, by  voice  and  pen,  of  approved  modes  of  class  and  school 
nork,  have  been  numerous  and  varied  beyond  precedent,  and 
quite  beyond  his  ability  of  performance. 

In  the  line  of  his  mission,  he  has  taught  specimen  classes,  con- 
ducted teachers'  meetings  in  particular  schools,  and  union 
teachers'  meetings  of  larger  membership,  met  superintendents  in 
special  conference,  led  in  neighborhood  and  county  institutes, 
aided  in  the  formation  of  normal  classes,  taken  part  in  various 
county  and  state  conventions,  and  in  national  gatherings  of  par- 
ticular denominations,  besides  preaching  on  Bible-study  in  local 
churches.  In  doing  this,  he  has  had  occasion  to  visit  nineteen 
States  and  Territories  of  the  Union,  as  also  the  Dominion  of 
Canada,  travelling  some  19,500  miles,  and  giving  123  sermons 
and  addresses,  in  addition  to  the  oral  instruction  imparted  in 
many  conference  exercises. 

Ilis  pen  has  been  used  quite  as  freely  as  his  voice  in  his  desig- 
nated department.  Besides  writing  upwards  of  1,600  letters,  he 
has  contributed  regularly  to  the  columns  of  The  Sunday-School 
World  in  the  enforcement  and  exhibition  of  normal  plans  and 
methods,  and  has  otherwise  availed  himself  widely  of  the  power 
of  the  newspaper  press. 

Conferring  freely  with  other  representative  workers  in  the 
line  of  teacher- training,  both  in  this  country  and  abroad,  he  has 
done  what  he  could  to  promote  activity  and  harmony  in  this 
sphere  of  Christian  effort ;  and  he  finds  reason  for  gratitude  to 
Almighty  God  in  the  blessing  which  has  been  graciously  accorded 
to  the  recently  quickened  endeavors  in  all  Christendom  to  study 
God's  Word  with  system  and  thoroughness,  and  to  teach  it  in- 
telligently and  wisely. 


MISSIONARY   DEPARTMENT. 

The  work  done  is  thus  reported : 

OISIUL  ICMluaT  BT  MrUlTMITH,  HIUH  1.  1(74,  10  > 
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Pfumjlviuiil 
Xc«  Junpy.. 


This  work  has  been  greatly  aided  by  continued  liberal  grants 
from  the  American  Bible  Society  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  for 
needy  schools,  for  which  thanks  are  hereby  rendered ;  as  also  to 
the  religious  and  secular  press  for  publishing  information,  and  to 
all  who  have  favored  our  cause. 

We  now  proceed  to  exhibit  this  work  in  detail. 


BBW    ENGLAND. 

In  addition  to  hia  duties  as  Normal  Secretary,  Mr.  Trumbull 
has  continued,  as  heretofore,  in  charge  of  the  missionary  opera- 
tions of  the  Society  in  the  New  England  States. 

Rev.  S.  H.  Record  has  been  now  more  than  eleven  years  at 
work  in  this  field,  organizing  meantime  212  Sunday-schools, 
comprising  8106  scholars  and  teachers.  In  the  same  time  be  has 
visited  and  aided  1577  other  Sunday-schools,  having  a  member- 
ship of  140,124.  This  work  has  included  the  canvass  of  216 
townships  in  five  States;  more  than  13,000  household  visits ; 
nearly  1700  sermons  and  addresses;  with  some  25,000  miles  of 
travel  by  horse  or  on  foot,  and  more  than  that  distance  in  addi- 


11 

tion  by  steam.  Fully  three-fourths  of  all  these  new  schools  have 
continued  to  live  and  prosper.  New  churches  have  followed 
several  of  them.  A  quickened  religious  life  in  their  vicinity  has 
been  the  result  of  their  formation,  in  almost  every  instance, 
while  the  social  and  educational  standard  of  their  communities 
has  been  greatly  elevated  through  their  influence. 

These  new  Sunday-schools,  organized  by  Mr.  Record,  in  the 
ont-lying  districts  of  New  England  townships,  commonly  opened 
the  way  for  neighborhood  prayer-meetings  where  none  before 
existed,  and  their  influence  for  good  in  promoting  household 
worship  has  been  marked  and  gratifying.  On  his  first  visit  to 
canvass  for  a  Sunday-school,  he  has  rarely  found  signs  of  a 
family  altar.  On  revisiting  the  fields  where  he  had  organized 
schools,  he  usually  sees  that  religion  is  recognized  in  the  house- 
hold, and  morning  and  evening  family  prayers  are  common  in 
homes  from  which  the  children  have  been  in  the  Sunday-school. 

Daring  the  past  year  Mr.  Record  has  organized  32  new  Sun- 
day-schools, re-organized  3,  and  visited  and  addressed,  or  other- 
wise aided  81,  comprising  in  the  aggregate  1068  teachers,  and 
8162  scholars.   . 

In  Connecticut,  Mr.  John  D.  Wattles  has  prosecuted  faithfully 
his  two- fold  work  as  Secretary  of  the  Sunday-School  Teachers* 
Association  and  missionary  for  the  State.  He  has  done  much 
for  existing  schools,  through  efforts  to  secure  local  institutes  and 
conventions,  and  to  increase  the  number  of  well-conducted 
teachers'  meetings.  Ho  has  published  a  new  and  complete  sta- 
tistical exhibit  of  the  schools  of  the  State,  so  tabulated  as  to  bo 
of  material  service  in  showing  the  progress  and  needs  of  the 
schools  included.  He  has  organized  2  new  schools,  and  visited 
and  aided  51  others,  with  a  total  membership  of  1294  teachers 
and  10,879  scholars.  One  of  these  newly-formed  schools  was 
gathered  in  a  neat  little  house  for  worship  which  had  been  closed 
for  several  years,  the  village  in  which  it  stood  being  meantime 
without  any  regular  religious  services.  His  proposition  to  organ- 
ize a  Sunday-school  was  opposed  by  the  man  who  had  formerly 
superintended  one  in  the  village ;  but,  through  the  cooperation 
of  the  mothers  whom  he  enlisted  in  behalf  of  his  plan  for  their 
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children,  he  was  enabled  to  secure  an  organization  of  a  school. 
Since  then  the  attendance  and  interest  have  increased,  and  the 
prospect  is  now  fair  for  regular  services  of  preaching  and  wor- 
ship in  the  long-closed  sanctuary. 

During  the  later  months  of  the  year  just  closed,  a  series  of 
public  meetings,  in  behalf  of  the  missionary  work  of  the  Society, 
was  held  in  the  cities  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  Hartford  and 
New  Ilaven,  Conn.,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  prominence  to  the 
results  of  the  fifty  years*  work  already  performed,  and  to  the 
opportunities  and  calls  for  yet  greater  work  through  this  ap- 
proved and  hopeful  agency.  These  meetings  have  done  much  to 
increase  the  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Society  on  the  part  of 
former  friends  and  helpers,  also  to  secure  new  ones,  and  the 
prospect  of  liberal  and  enlarged  support  of  the  missionary  opera- 
tions of  the  Union  from  this  portion  of  the  country  seemed  never 
brighter  than  at  present. 

NEW   YORK. 

F.  H.  Wisewell,  Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Department  of 
New  York,  besides  attending  to  the  important  work  of  directing 
the  gifts  of  contributors  on  this  field  so  as  to  keep  them  in  com- 
munication with  missionaries,  has  sought  to  be  of  personal  rorvice 
in  city  and  country  as  a  helper  of  those  who  are  laboring  for  the 
Christian  training  of  the  young.  Taking  New  York  City  as  a 
centre,  and  including  surrounding  districts  within  easy  reach, 
we  have  a  field  from  which  constant  calls  are  coming  to  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union  for  Sunday-school  encourage- 
ment and  in  the  way  of  assistance  at  missionary  meetings, 
Sunday-school  concerts,  anniversary  gatherings,  teachers*  meet- 
ings, &c.,  on  Sabbaths  and  week  days ;  and  the  well  appreciated 
labor  of  responding  to  these  calls  is  more  than  enough  to  occupy 
the  time  and  tax  the  best  energies  of  any  one  man. 

Fourteen  new  Sunday-schools  have  been  organized  in  this  de- 
partment during  the  year.  No  recent  year  has  shown  more  real 
advancement  in  general  appreciation  of  the  work,  or  more  solid 
progress  in  the  spiritual  and  intellectual  growth  of  those  who 
bear  its  sacred  burdens.     We  have  the  encouraging  and  blessed 
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report  from  one  locality — ^in  which  a  Sunday-school  was  organized 
two  years  ago,  through  the  missionary's  personal  labors  among 
ft  people  who,  up  to  that  time,  had  no  social  religious  privileges 
whatever — that  now,  in  that  same  little  Sunday-school,  which  has 
been  faithfully  visited  and  encouraged  by  the  missionary,  about 
60  persons  have  publicly  professed  Christ. 

The  work  of  securing  funds  in  this  department,  for  missionary 
support  in  less  favored  localities  has,  as  heretofore,  met  with  good 
success.  Notwithstanding  the  financial  stress,  and  the  uncom- 
monly long  and  severe  winter,  necessitating  greatly  increased  out- 
lay among  the  poor  at  home,  the  amount  received  in  support  of  this 
cause  has  nearly  reached  the  average  of  former  years.  Sabbath- 
schools  contributing  to  the  work  have  nobly  fulfilled  their  pledges, 
and  an  evidence  of  the  blessing  which  has  come  to  themselves, 
while  doing  good  to  other  children  through  this  channel,  is  found 
in  the  fact  that  most  schools  making  regular  gifts  to  the  Ameri- 
can Sunday-School  Union  are  enabled  to  multiply  their  free-will 
offerings  to  other  benevolent  objects  through  the  missionary  zeal 
aroused  by  their  connection  with  our  pioneer  Sunday-school 
work.  New  friends  have  been  made  among  individual  givers ; 
and  it  is  hoped  that,  as  the  years  go  on,  a  larger  number  of 
Christians  of  liberal  aims,  to  whom  God  has  entrusted  means, 
may  experience  the  satisfaction  of  being  in  communication  with 
faithful  men  who,  on  their  behalf,  shall  accomplish  a  great  work 
in  reaching  and  saving  the  children  now  untaught  in  God's  word. 


NEW   JERSEY. 

J.  K.  F.  Stites,  whose  field  of  missionary  operations  has  been 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  state,  among  "  The  Pines,''  and  along 
railroads,  reports: 

Our  Union  System  is  the  great  pioneer,  opening  up  the  way 
by  which  the  church  may  the  more  effectually  carry  the  work 
forward.  No  more  needy  field  for  missionary  effort  can  be 
found,  I  think,  than  exists  in  certain  localities  on  my  field. 
In  many  places  our  Sabbath-schools  afford  the  only  advantages  of 
a  religious  character  the  people  enjoy.  In  some  destitute  localities 
oar  schools  have  wrought  a  most  wonderful  work,  changing  the 
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character  of  the  entire  neighborhood.  One  church  has  been  or- 
ganized during  the  year  from  three  of  my  Union  schools.  Three 
or  four  neat  chapels  have  been  erected  for  Sunday-schools,  which 
are  also  used  for  religious  worship  whenever  the  opportunity  is 
afforded.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  erection  of  others 
during  the  present  year.  I  have  also  aided  in  various  ways  a 
large  number  of  other  schools  in  needy  circumstances.  I  have 
visited  many  families,  conversed  and  prayed  with  them,  and  dis- 
tributed a  large  number  of  copies  of  God's  word  among  the  des- 
titute. Besides  my  labors  in  "The  Pines,"  I  have  devoted  some 
time  to  the  new  settlements  springing  up  on  the  line  of  railroads 
over  my  field.  These  are  calling  loudly  for  help.  The  best  part 
of  my  report  is  that,  the  Lord  has  been  pleased  to  own  and  bless 
the  instructions  imparted  in  our  schools,  and  568  of  the  scholars 
have  been  led  to  seek,  and  find  the  Saviour,  and  have  been,  I  be- 
lieve, hopefully  converted,  since  I  began  my  missionary  labors  in 
the  state.  Many  of  this  number  are  from  among  the  most  igno- 
rant and  benighted.  The  good  wQrk  in  some  localities  still  goes 
on.     To  God  be  all  the  glory. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

J.  B.  Baughman  reports: 

Never,  since  I  have  labored  as  your  missionary,  have  I  seen 
so  many  blessed  results  of  my  work ;  not  so  much  in  organizing 
new  schools,  as  in  the  marked  change  of  bringing  and  uniting 
Christian  people  together,  and  holding  protracted  meetings 
which  resulted  in  the  conversion  of  many  precious  souls.  At  one 
place  in  Adams  County  a  meeting  was  continued  over  six  weeks; 
more  than  fifty,  principally  members  of  the  Sunday-school,  were 
hopefully  converted.  -  At  a  place  in  York  County,  Sunday-school 
children  attending  the  day  school  would,  during  recess,  go  out  in 
the  woods  and  stay  beyond  their  time ;  the  teacher  threatened  to 
punish  them  for  it  and  they  went  again ;  he  followed  and  found 
them  earnestly  engaged  in  prayer.  A  regular  meeting  was 
started  in  the  school-house,  and  a  goodly  number  professed  to 
have  found  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus. 

The  system  of  teaching  in  our  Sunaay-schools  has  been  im- 
proved. Teachers'  meetings  have  been  introduced,  and  are  con- 
sidered indispensable.  In  quite  a  number  of  schools  the  Inter- 
national Uniform  Lessons  have  been  introduced  and  greatly 
approved.  An  old  teacher  remarked  that  he  "  got  more  Bible 
knowledge  in  one  year  since  they  used  them,  than  in  ten  years 
before."     District  conventions  and  institutes  have  been  regularly 
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held  through  York,  Adams,  and  Camberland  counties,  and 
prored  most  useful  in  uniting  Christian  people  of  nearly  all 
Protestant  denominations,  and  giving  them  opportunity  to  know 
each  other,  and  speak  of  the  wants,  the  appliances,  and  utility  of 
the  Sanday-Bchool  work.  In  those  meetings  ministers  and  people 
mil  united. 

We  have  known  some  who  are  entirely  ignorant  of  a  God,  a 
heaven  or  a  hell.  In  passing  over  the  South  Mountain,  a 
young  man  overtook  me  who  accepted  a  seat  with  me  in  the 
baggy ;  he  told  me  he  could  not  read.  I  asked  him  ^^  How  many 
commandments?  How  many  gods?''  He  said  he  '^ never 
learned  them  things."  He  was  eighteen  years  of  age  and  had 
never  received  any  religious  instruction. 

Rev.  R.  Crittenden  reports : 

The  various  branches  of  our  work  in  this  section  will  be  best 
understood  when  it  is  remembered  ;  (1.)  that,  in  the  northern  cen- 
tral counties  of  Pennsylvania,  over  three-fourths  of  our  Sabbath- 
schools  are  in  the  rural  districts;  (2.)  that  the  number  of  union 
or  undenominational  schools,  for  which  no  church,  as  such,  is 
responsible,  is  nearly  equal  to  the  entire  number  of  all  the 
various  denominational  schools  ;  (3.)  that  in  hundreds  of  commu- 
nities the  Sabbath-school  is  the  only  means  of  regular  religious 
instruction  on  the  Lord's  day. 

I  will  state  some  of  the  means  wo  use.  1.  Local  Sabbath- 
school  Institutes,  held  on  week-days  for  two  or  more  sessions,  and 
represented  by  an  average  of  four  schools  in  country  districts, 
form  one  of  the  best  means  we  employ  for  awakening  and  sus- 
taining an  interest  in  the  work.  2.  Personal  Visitation. — We 
have  hundreds  of  feeble  schools  which,  at  present,  can  be  sus- 
tained only  about  six  months  in  each  year.  In  general,  their 
existence  for  that  length  of  time  depends  upon  the  exertions  of 
two  or  three  persons  in  each  neighborhood.  These  most 
heartily  welcome  and  appreciate  all  the  assistance  that  can  be 
given  them.  3.  Winter  Work. — Too  many  of  our  schools  sus- 
pend during  the  winter,  some  from  necessity.  Those  that  can  be 
induced  to  make  the  extra  effort  necessary  to  keep  in  operation 
the  year  round,  usually  find  the  winter  session  most  fruitful  in 
spiritual  and  permanent  results.  In  places  where  schools  are  too 
weak  to  hold  out  against  the  obstacles  incident  to  winter,  Bible 
classes  and  Bible  readings  have  been  held  with  great  profit,  meet- 
ing sometimes  in  private  houses.  This  good  custom  is  likely  to 
continue. 

Results. — During  the  past  year,  more  of  our  young  people 
have  made  a  public  profession  of  religion  than  in  any  previous 
year.     Interesting  cases  of  hopeful  conversion  have  taken  place 
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in  connection  with  some  of  our  youngest  schools  in  the  newest 
communities.  In  one  of  these  over  twenty,  in  another  eighteen, 
in  still  another  twelve,  all  Sabbath-school  members,  have  pro* 
fessed  their  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Outlook. — A  steady  improvement  in  Bible  study  and 
teaching,  a  growing  interest  on  the  part  of  parents  and  a  more 
manifest  unity  of  feeling  and  purpose  among  the  professed  people 
of  God,  inspire  us  with  hope  for  the  future. 

Rev.  C.  Reimensnyder  reports : 

The  Sunday-school  cause  in  my  field  advanced  slowly  but 
steadily  during  the  past  year.  As  a  general  thing  the  schools  are 
more  largely  attended  and  more  thoroughly  furnished  with  the 
means  and  appliances  of  successful  work  than  ever  before. 
Whilst  they  are  still  far  from  what  they  should  be,  and  whilst 
difficulties  in  the  establishment  of  new  schools  more  or  less 
exist,  the  prospect,  upon  the  whole,  is  full  of  hope.  Perhaps 
the  most  interesting  and  important  fact  connected  with  the 
work  in  my  field,  is  the  introduction  of  schools  into  several 
churches  which  for  many  years  have  been  opposed  to  them. 
These  schools  are  more  numerously  attended  by  the  members  of 
the  churches  with  which  they  are  connected  than  any  others  I 
ever  visited  in  town,  city  or  country.  Last  fall  I  visited  one  of  ^ 
them  where  were  nearly  two  hundred  wagons  around  the  church 
in  which  parents  had  come  with  their  children.  And  these 
parents  were  not  only  present  as  spectators,  but  many  of  them, 
even  some  quite  advanced  in  life,  were  enrolled  among  the 
teachers. 

OHIO   AND   INDIANA. 

Rev.  B.  "W.  Chidlaw  reports : 

During  the  past  year,  I  travelled  13,500  miles ;  preached  98 
sermons;  made  126  Sunday-school  addresses;  wrote  316  letters; 
and  much  new  territory  has  been  occupied  and  held. 

The  objects  in  view,  are  to  extend  and  improv-p  the  Sunday- 
school  work.  This  I  seek  to  accomplish  through  personal,  direct 
labor,  and  by  means  of  our  county  and  township  Sunday-school 
associations.  It  has  been  my  privilege  to  attend  a  large  num- 
ber of  county  Sunday-school  conventions,  and  to  enjoy  special 
opportunities  to  promote  the  Sunday-school  cause.  From  fifty 
to  two  hundred  earnest  Sunday-school  workers  meet  together 
for   consultation  and  action  regarding  the  destitutions  of  the 
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ooanty,  how  to  meet  them  hj  organizing  and  sustaining  Sun- 
day-schools, and  to  adopt  measures  to  reach  the  undenomina- 
tional and  neglected  masses  with  the  light  and  power  of  the 
gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

In  my  extensive  journeying  I  enjoy  precious  opportunities  of 
preaching  the  gospel  in  destitute  localities,  and  of  assisting  pas- 
tors in  weak  congregations  and  outposts. 

Encouraged  by  the  continued  confidence  of  the  American 
Sunday-School  Union,  and  sustained  by  the  liberality  of  a  gen- 
erous and  Christian  friend  in  New  York,  I  entered  upon  my 
labors  for  1875  with  faith  in  God  and  undecaying  love  for  the 
delightful  work  in  which  I  am  engaged. 


MICHIGAN. 

Bey.  T.  Wright,  Superintendent  of  Missions,  sends  the  fol- 
lowing from  the  missionaries  laboring  in  Michigan. 

*•  Deacon  Upson"  is  the  &ther  of  our  missionary  force,  being 
now  seventy-six  years  of  age,  but  still  doing  the  work  of  a 
young  man  in  the  organization  of  Sunday-schools.  A  few  items 
will  show  how  he  finds  and  does  things  in  his  field. 

Soon  after  dark  the  train  stopped ;  we  had  reached  the  end  of 
the  road.  It  was  very  quiet ;  no  hackman  with  his  open  throat 
was  there,  but  plenty  of  stumps  and  roots,  requiring  one  to  look 
well  to  his  stepping.  Soon  after  daylight  I  was  out  exploring  the 
**  city," — which  numbered  eight  shanties, — and  found  a  man 
fi^m  the  State  of  New  York,  who  had  formerly  superintended  a 
Sunday-school,  and  was  willing  to  do  it  again.  So  my  work 
was  partly  done  before  breakfast;  and  the  Sabbath  following 
there  were,  to  my  surprise,  thirty-two  persons  gathered  in  the 
little  school-house;  and  they  seemed  very  much  interested  in 
doing  something  to  lay  a  right  moral  foundation  for  their  new 
town.  Hon.  0-  M.  Barnes,  who  owns  a  part  of  the  land,  au- 
thorized me  to  furnish  the  Sunday-school  with  a  library.  I 
afterwards  learned  that  other  children  were  coming  in  from  the 
woods  around. 

I  found  another  village  of  ten  families,  and  a  lady  teaching 
twenty-two  children  in  what  they  called  the  "Town  Hall."  It 
was  built  of  logs,  and  was  15  by  24  feet.  The  teacher  allowed 
me  to  preach  to  the  children.     At  her  request  I  consented  to 
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speak  there  again  in  the  evening  to  a  meeting  of  the  citizens. 
The  merchant  thought,  as  I  was  a  stranger,  I  should  be  under 
bonds  to  leave  their  hall  as  good  as  I  found  it.  His  wife  and 
daughter  sought  my  acquaintance  to  see  if  they  could  have  a 
religious  meeting  on  the  Sabbath.  We  had  a  good  audience  that 
evening,  and  organized  a  Sundaynscbool,  and  1  think  solved  the 
question  as  to  how  they  can  have  a  religious  meeting  every  Sab- 
bath. As  the  train  stopped  for  twenty  minutes  the  next  morn- 
ing at  another  place,  I  asked  a  lady  passing  by,  if  they  had  a 
Sunday-school  there  ?  She  answered,  "  No,  sir  ;'but  if  you  know 
anything  about  starting  one,  I  wish  you  would  stop  and  help  us." 
There  were  six  houses  built  of  boards  on  one  side  of  the  railroad, 
and  four  of  logs  on  the  other;  a  part  of  one  of  these  was  the  City 
Hall  with  port  holes  large  enough,  we  feared,  to  let  in  too  much 
wind  for  our  lights ;  but  the  people  were  determined  on  having  a 
Sunday-school,  and  the  old  missionary  was  bound  to  speak  that 
evening,  light  or  no  light,  as  it  would  not  be  the  first  time  of  his 
starting  a  Sunday-school  without  any  light  except  what  came 
from  the  moon.  The  singing  was  very  respectable,  though  most 
of  us  had  to  depend  on  our  memories  for  the  words.  The 
officers  chosen  to  conduct  the  new  school  had  both  known  me  in 
bygone  days  as  a  Sunday-school  worker;  but  they  supposed  that 
ere  this,  I  had  given  up  my  commission  on  earth,  and  joined  the 
great  Sunday-school  above. 

E.  S.  IngersoU  writes : 

Neighborhoods  were  found  suffering  for  the  want  of  Sabbath- 
school  privileges  as  well  as  of  the  comforts  of  life.  The  father 
of  six  children  under  twelve  years  of  age,  whose  wife  had  lain 
weeks  on  a  sick  bed,  told  me  that  he  had  a  barrel  of  flour, 
seven  miles  away,  on  the  shore  of  Pine  Lake,  and  in  order  to 
get  it  home,  he  expected  to  take  one-third  of  the  flour  at  a 
time  on  his  back,  in  a  bag,  and  so  make  three  trips  for  it- 
Walking  in  company  with  a  man  and  his  wife,  they  .told  me  that 
"  last  Thursday  this  woman  went  ten  miles  and  returned,  bring- 
ing thirty  pounds  of  flour  on  her  back.  And  the  thermometer 
stood  that  day  80^  in  the  shade.  She  left  a  nursing  babe  at  home, 
six  months  old."  Yet  she  walked  this  Sabbath  morning  three 
miles  to  hear  the  Sunday-school  missionary  talk. 

At  Petoskey,  the  present  terminus  of  the  G.  R.  and  Ind,  R. 
R.,  I  organized  a  Sunday-school  in  Dr.  Little's  dining  room,  and 
then  canvassed  the  little  hamlet  of  fifteen  families,  whites  and 
Indians,  for  funds  to  purchase  a  library,  and  was  successful,  as 
I  was  determined  to  slight  no  one. 

A  letter  from  Charlevoix  county  says :  "  It  is  very  hard  times 
here  this  winter.     We  have  had  no  mails  for  four  weeks.     Roads 
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are  blockaded  with  snow.  Weather  is  very  severe ;  colder  than 
was  eyer  known  before.  Many  families  are  suffering  for  want  of 
food ;  living  entirely  on  turnips.  Men  have  been  to  the  grist 
mill  snd  begged  for  bran  to  carry  home  to  their  families." 
Many  of  these  families  I  have  visited,  and  organized  Sunday- 
■choola  for  them,  supplied  them  with  testaments,  when  destitute. 
and  with  libraries  and  Sunday-school  papers. 

A.  R.  Seaman  commenced  his  labors  as  a  Sunday-school  mis- 
sionary in  July.     He  writes : 

My  special  field  of  labor  embraces  eight  counties  on  the 
western  side  of  the  State,  from  Ottawa  county  northward.  This 
portion  of  Michigan  abounds  with  rivers  and  splendid  forests. 

We  held  an  evening  service  at  a  place  where  people  came  five 
miles  with  their  oxen,  and  they  were  so  glad  to  have  a  religious 
meeting  that  some  of  them  said,  ^^  they  wanted  to  hear  a  sermon 
three  hours  long."  Among  settlements  composed  of  families  like 
these,  I  organized  eleven  Sunday-schools  during  the  first  two 
months.  Much  more  would  have  been  done  but  for  an  accident 
which  disabled  me  from  travelling  on  foot.  One  of  these  schools 
was  planted  where  there  never  had  been  a  school-house,  or  pub- 
lic school,  or  religious  meeting  held.  It  was  on  the  Sabbath 
that  I  went  there,  and  the  men  were  at  work ;  but  we  persuaded 
one  to  hang  his  scythe  on  the  fence,  and  another  his  rake,  and 
come  to  our  meeting.  One  of  them  brought  his  family,  and  the 
wife  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  which 
was  organized  under  the  hemlock  trees,  and  is  now  held  in  her 
house.  So  in  another  settlement  destitute  of  a  Sunday-school, 
there  was  not  a  Christian  man  in  the  whole  community  for  super- 
intendent, and  neither  man  nor  woman  who  could  lead  the  chil- 
dren in  prayer.  A  large  company  had  come  together,  and  the 
question  was,  What  shall  wo  do  for  some  one  to  pray  ?  As  the 
children  looked  at  one  another  in  suspense,  the  missionary  sug- 
gested that  one  of  their  own  number  might  be  appointed  to  read 
the  prayers  of  David  from  the  Psalms.  On  the  nomination  of  a 
httle  girl,  a  little  boy,  eleven  years  of  age,  was  appointed  to  read 
the  prayers,  and  a  Sunday-school  class  of  boys  in  Detroit  have 
since  furnished  this  young  chaplain  a  large  copy  of  the  Testa- 
ment and  Psalms,  with  his  name,   E M ,  handsomely 

printed  on  the  cover.     In  the  village  of  (i ,  also,  I  found 

there  had  never  been  so  much  as  a  public  prayer  offered,  and 
there  I  also  held  the  first  religious  meeting  ever  known  in  the 
place.  After  considerable  effort  to  overcome  the  doubts  of  the 
people,  I  organized  a  Sunday-school  to  the  joy  of  the  children. 
At  L- the  Sunday-school  is  largely  composed  of  Catholic 
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children,  and  at  first  met  with  much  opposition ;  but  the  kind 
ways  of  the  lady  superintendent  won  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and 
now  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  of  its  success. 

We  regret  to  say  that  protracted  sickness  has  compelled  one 
of  our  excellent  missionaries,  Rev.  W.  D.  Potter,  to  close  his 
labors,  after  eight  years  of  great  usefulness  in  the  work. 

NORTH-WESTERN   DISTRICT. 

F.  G.  Ensign,  superintendent,  reports : 

Each  year's  service  in  this  "  advance  guard"  Sunday-school 
work  has  a  history  peculiar  to  itself.  The  last  report  from  this 
department  showed  that  our  schools  had  shared  in  the  revival 
interest  which  had  pervaded  the  country  generally. 

During  the  past  year  the  frontier's  men  have  been  called  to 
pass  through  severe  trials  consequent  upon  drought  and  the  grass- 
hopper plague,  and  yet  these  people  have  held  on  to  their  Sun- 
day-schools with  remarkable  tenacity.  Through  all  the  long, 
cold,  pitiless  winter  many  of  the  very  frontier  schools  have  not 
lost  one  Sabbath  session.  Their  trials  have  led  them,  in  many 
cases,  to  the  only  sure  source  of  comfort. 

Cheering  reports  of  revivals  come  from  these  destitute  fields, 
brought  about,  through  the  blessing  of  God,  upon  the  study  of 
Ilis  word. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  introducing  better 
methods  of  teaching  and  of  conducting  the  schools. 

On  the  plan  adopted  and  prosecuted  by  this  Society,  the  work 
of  home  evangelization  is  made  easy  and  productive,  and  is  done 
in  the  most  economical  manner. 

The  recent  action  of  two  of  the  great  Home  Missionary  Societies 
in  agreeing  to  consolidate  feeble  churches  when  two  exist  in  a  place 
belonging  to  these  denominations,  and  each  dependent  upon  mis- 
sionary aid,  is  a  movement  of  great  importance.  It  will  foster  a 
spirit  of  true  Christian  independence  among  the  people.  This 
sound  principle  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  has  operated 
upon  since  the  date  of  its  organization.  It  unites  the  people  in 
a  self-sustaining  religious  service  which  includes  both  adults  and 
children. 
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By  this  union  of  all  the  people  they  can  easily  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  school,  after  it  is  once  fairly  set  in  operation. 
We  seek  to  impress  upon  the  hearts  of  the  people  the  fact  that 
they  are  responsible  for  the  religious,  as  well  as  the  intellectual 
culture  of  their  children.  That  there  is  great  indifference  on  the 
subject  is  too  true,  but  we  seek  to  arouse  the  people  from  their 
indifference  and  show  them  how  to  do  their  own  work.  If  the  de- 
nominational boards  find  it  so  desirable  to  curtail  expenses,  by  the 
union  of  feeble  churches,  much  more  is  there  need  for  tlie  same 
line  of  abridgment  in  the  pioneer  Sunday-school  work.  If  en- 
couraged to  do  80,  the  people  will  work  together  as  long  as  pos- 
sible. There  is  no  gain  to  Christ's  cause  if  they  be  turned  aside 
by  proffer  of  aid,  temporal  or  ecclesiastical.  Where  a  self-sus- 
taining Union  school  is  disbanded  in  order  to  give  place  to  a 
charity-denominational  school,  there  is  a  positive  loss:  1st.  to 
the  community  itself,  for  many  are  shut  out  as  soon  as  sectarian 
▼alls  are  reared  about  the  school,  and  their  presence,  influence 
and  means  are  lost ;  2d.  the  spirit  of  dependence  is  fostered  and 
the  responsibility  of  the  work  in  so  far  is  shifted  from  the  people 
themselves  to  an  organization ;  3d.  it  increases  the  burden  upon 
the  older  churches,  without  securing  a  corresponding  good  either 
to  the  people  or  the  cause  of  Christ. 

To  those  who  love  Christ  and  desire  to  see  men,  women  and 
children  made  Christians,  the  Lord  has  opened  here  a  field  with- 
out a  parallel,  for  the  sympathies  of  the  people  are  already 
enlisted.  With  the  Bible  as  our  text-book,  and  only  Christ  as 
our  watchword,  we  have  no  sectarian  prejudices  to  overcome. 
On  this  platform  all  can  stand.  The  hearts  of  the  children  are 
already  won  to  the  Sunday-school.  The  institution  itself  is  so 
flexible  that  it  is  adapted  to  every  community,  whether  they 
have  a  church  or  school-house,  or  meet  in  a  private  house ;  in 
fact  these  schools  frequently  precede  the  common  school-houses. 

We  have  expended  an  aggregate  of  eleven  years  of  service  in 
this  field  the  past  year,  with  what  results  may  be  seen  first  in  the 
Summary.  In  many  respects  it  has  been  the  most  trying  year 
we  have  ever  had,  consequent:  1st.  upon  the  lateness  of  the 
spring;  2d.  the  intense  heat  of  the  summer;  3d.  the  scourge  of 
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grasshoppers ;  4th.  the  severity  of  the  winter.  How  well  the 
missionaries  have  prosecuted  their  work  may  be  inferred  from  the 
following  reports  from  some  of  them. 

I.  P.  Qtige  says  : 

The  year's  work  affords  a  measurable  degree  of  satisfaction. 
One-half  of  the  new  schools  have  kept  open  doors  since  their  or- 
ganization, while  the  proportion  of  winter  schools  among  those  I 
have  visited  is  even  greater  than  this. 

Teachers'  meetings  have  been  largely  attended  in  neighborhoods    ' 
whose  population  is  sparse  indeed;  and  that  the  Sunday-school 
idea  has  had  growth  and  expansion,  is  well  attested  by  the  enthu- 
siasm of  the  teachers  and  friends  in  attendance  upon  our  Sunday- 
school  conventions. 

In  fifteen  of  the  neighborhoods  where  new  schools  have  been 
formed,  regular  preaching  services  are  now  held ;  while  six  other 
points  have  been  occasionally  supplied.  In  the  remaining  eleven 
the  Sunday-school  is  their  only  public  religious  service.  1  regret 
that  no  very  great  revival  influence  is  reported  in  any  of  the  schools 
this  winter,  only  38  conversions  have  been  reported  to  me.  I 
am  sure,  however,  that  the  growing  reverence  for  God's  word, 
the  steady  advance  in  its  knowledge,  and  the  increase  in  member- 
ship in  these  schools  (some  reporting  an  increase  of  50  per  cent.), 
cannot  fail  ultimately  of  large  results  in  the  conversion  of  souls. 

Not  one-fourth  of  my  territory  has  yet  been  explored.  From 
one  county  containing  a  population  of  nearly  600,  comes  this 
mournful  cry,  "  There  is  no  Sunday-school  in  this  county.  The 
good  evangel  has  passed  over  us  and  left  us  in  the  dim  line 
between  civilization  and  barbarism."  It  is  our  brother's  cry  for 
his  friends  and  neighbors.     What  answer  shall  we  give  ? 

Rev.  William  Metcalf,  Nebraska,  states : 

Many  of  the  schools  have  become  a  power  for  good.  I  do  not 
know  just  how  many  persons  have  been  led  to  Christ,  but  from 
the  best  information  there  have  been  more  than  100,  apparently 
genuine  conversions. 

I  believe,  too,  that  many  have  been  cleansed  from  sin  who 
have  not  yet  openly  made  profession.  I  organized  a  Sunday- 
school  about  seven  months  ago,  near  the  east  line  of  Gage 
county.  At  that  time  the  young  men  anS  boys  of  that  com- 
munity, many  of  them,  spent  their  time  in  hunting  and  fishing  on 
the  Sabbath ;  but  now  Sabbath  breaking  and  profane  swearing 
are  ainong  the  things  of  by-gone  days  in  that  neighborhood, 
and  this  great  change  has  been  brought  about  so  silently  and 
quietly  that  all  I  can  say  concerning  it  is,  that  surely  God  hath 
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ipoken  in  a  still  small  voice,  and  I  trust,  therefore,  that  many  of 
these  scholars  will,  in  the  great  day,  be  found  among  those  who 
have  ^^  washed  their  robes  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of 
the  Lamb."  And  all  this  is  the  result  of  a  Bible-school,  as  they 
have  had  no  preaching,  except  one  sermon  by  me. 

During  the  fall  and  winter,  I  have  assisted  in  several  protracted 
meetings  where  God  has  blessed  the  people  and  revived  weak  and 
feeble  churches. 

At  Fairview  school-house  there  were  about  25  conversions, 
nearly  all  Sabbath-school  scholars. 

As  a  minister  of  the  gospel  and  a  Sunday-school  missionary, 
my  own  soul  has  been  much  refreshed  and  strengthened  by  these 
labors,  and  I  hope  they  will  not  be  lost  to  the  interest  of  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union. 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  the  superintendent  of  a 
school  organized  by  my  influence  a  few  months  since,  stating 
that  **  an  oflScer  in  the  school  and  a  host  of  others  have  been  con- 
verted, and  that  the  whole  country,  including  at  least  four  Union 
Sunday-schools,  three  of  which  were  organized  by  me,  have  par- 
taken of  this  spiritual  feast.  One  school  had  died  out,  but  is  now 
re-organized  and  superintended  by  one  of  the  young  converts." 

Dr.  J.  W.  Snowden,  in  Nebraska,  writes : 

The  year  has  been  one  of  peculiar  judgments  and  blessings. 

In  the  providence  of  God  the  rain  was  withheld,  and  the  har- 
vest was  in  a  measure  blasted.  A  cloud  of  insects  swept  over  a 
portion  of  our  state  and  devastated  the  country.  The  hopes  of 
the  husbandman  were  disappointed,  his  toil  was  unrequited,  and 
his  wants  were  unsatisfied.  Many  households  have  been  filled 
with  gloom  and  invested  in  mourning.  Patience  has  been  tried 
and  fears  awakened,  yet  the  good  Shepherd  has  not  forgotten  to 
be  gracious,  nor  failed  to  temper  His  judgments  with  mercy. 

In  a  district  where  there  never  had  been  religious  services 
before,  I  organized  a  Union  Sunday-school.  The  spiritual  des- 
titution was  wide  spread,  and  the  people  seemed  to  care  very 
little  about  religious  matters.  The  settlers,  too,  had  formed 
themselves  into  factions,  arrayed  themselves  against  each  other, 
and  cherished  a  spirit  of  hate.  A  mother  of  several  children  was 
asked  if  she  were  a  church  member :  she  replied,  "  I  received  a 
letter  from  my  sister  in  Illinois,  who  said,  '  I  hope  you  belong 
to  a  religious  society.* "  Laughing  heartily,  she  added,  *'I  wrote 
to  her  that  there  was  no  such  a  thing  in  our  neighborhood." 
The  Union  Sunday-school  was  vigorously  prosecuted,  and  with 
the  Divine  blessing  resting  upon  its  work  and  labor  of  love,  it 
had  a  happy  effect  upon  the  discordant,  unchristian  elements  of 
the  community.  True  charity  and  union  followed,  and  a  church 
Boon  after  sprang  up  as  its  result. 
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Missionary  Snowden  reports  150  conyersions  and  tffo  churches 
organized. 

C  S.  Billings,  Iowa,  says 

At  one  place  where  I  organized  a  Sunday-school  all  said 
"  there  is  no  use  in  trying ;  can't  sustain  it,'*  &c ;  hut  I  made  my 
appointment  and  started  the  school.  All  they  wanted  was  some 
one  to  lead  the  way.  At  another  place  I  organized  a  school  by 
making  a  way.  All  said  "  We  want  a  Sunday-school,  but  the 
people  won't  come."  With  this  encouragement  I  started  out, 
visited  every  family,  told  them  of  the  meetings  to  be  held  on  the 
Sabbath  at  the  school- house,  and,  to  my  astonishment,  the  house 
was  full  to  overflowing,  and  a  Sunday-school  of  75  was  organized. 
At  another  place  I  started  a  Sunday-school  by  fighting  for  the 
ground.  Spiritualists  held  rule  there.  I  made  my  appointment 
and  had  a  bouse  full;  after  many  questions  and  answers,  the 
sword  of  the  Lord  prevailed,  and  a  good  school  was  organized. 

In  another  place  they  needed  a  Sunday-school  but  had  no 
place  in  which  to  hold  it.  By  a  little  effort,  however,  the  freight 
room  at  the  depSt  was  secured. 

Besides  being  successful  in  organizing,  I  have  been  pleased  to 
see  the  interest  and  union  that  have  been  promoted  in  communi- 
ties long  indifferent  and  divided.  At  one  place,  the  school  was 
increased  threefold  by  breaking  up  the  strifes  existing  between 
some  of  diff'erent  denominations.  I  have  also  the  pleasure  of  re- 
porting some  conversions  and  the  awakening  of  several  others  ; 
also  that  such  a  spirit  of  enthusiasm  has  prevailed  in  several 
schools  as  has  led  them  to  continue  during  the  winter,  except  in 
the  very  perilous  weather. 

D.  H.  Mason,  Minnesota,  states : 

In  about  oncrhalf  of  the  neighbornoods  where  schools  were 
organized,  a  sermon  had  never  been  preached,  nor  public  prayer 
offered.  The  people  were  hungering  for  the  word.  For  several 
of  our  schools  ministerial  aid  has  been  secured,  and  many,  before 
destitute,  are  now  enjoying,  regularly,  the  preached  word. 

I  have  tried  to  keep  pace  with  the  settlements  on  the  extreme 
frontier,  going  80  miles  further  north  than  I  had  been  before ; 
travelling  200  miles  to  plant  2  schools  at  posts  of  influence. 

At  one  point  on  the  Red  River  of  the  North,  noted  for  its 
wickedness,  I  organized  a  Sunday-school,  where,  in  addressing 
the  people  in  the  crowded  hotel,  I  stood  in  the  room  where,  three 
months  before,  a  man  had  been  brutally  murdered,  and  the  stains 
of  his  blood  still  remained.  A  recent  letter  informs  me  of  the 
blessing  and  success  of  that  school. 
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The  conyentions  held  in  Todd,  Morrison,  Ottertail  and  Becker 
counties  were  made  most  interesting  and  profitable  occasions, 
arousing  our  workers  to  greater  enthusiasm  for  the  work  and 
thorough  preparation  for  it. 

Among  the  encouraging  features  on  the  field,  is  the  fact  that, 
notwithstanding  the  hard  times,  and  general  depression  conse- 
quent, some  of  our  schools  have  steadily  grown  in  interest  and 
numbers  through  all  this  cold  winter,  until  now  they  are  almost 
double  that  of  last  summer.  But  best  of  all,  is  the  revival  in- 
terest in  Todd  and  Morrison  counties,  where,  in  four  neighbor- 
hoods, 40  persons  have  professed  conversion. 

It  was  my  privilege  to  conduct  a  series  of  meetings  in  a  neigh- 
borhood where,  under  most  adverse  circumstances,  I  had  organ- 
ised a  Sunday-school. 

Martin  B.  Lewis,  Minnesota,  writes : 

A  few  days  ago,  I  stepped  into  a  dry  goods*  store  on  some 
errand,  and  while  making  my  purchase,  tbe  proprietor,  a  tall, 
fine-looking  young  man,  came  to  me,  and  as  he  put  out  his  hand 
to  take  mine,  he  said,  "I  think  I  owe  very  much  to  you  for  my 
present  position  in  life.  Twelve  years  ago,  my  father's  family 
came  from  Norway ;  my  brother  Ole  and  myself  were  then  13 
tod  15  years  of  age.  We  had  been  here  but  a  few  months  when 
you  stopped  at  our  house,  and  tried  to  persuade  myself  and 
brother  to  go  to  the  Sunday-school  you  were  about  starting,  if, 
for  no  higher  motive,  than  to  learn  to  read  English.  We  both 
consented,  and  in  a  very  short  time  we  could  both  read  and  speak 
English  well.  We  then  saw  how  anxious  our  American  friends 
and  teachers  were  that  we  should  have  a  saving  knowledge  of  the 
truth,  which  made  us  both,  for  a  time,  shrink  from  a  kind 
teacher's  words.  But  there  was  a  time  when  you  visited  at  the 
house,  when  your  prayer  for  us  boys  was  such  that  we  then 
made  up  our  minds  to  live  a  new  life  in  Christ.  My  brother, 
older  than  myself,  I  found  kneeling  by  his  bedside  that  night ; 
I  determined  to  go  with  him,  and  as  I  kneeled  by  his  side  I  asked 
him  to  pray  for  me.  This  was  the  turning  point  in  our  lives ; 
not  long  after  this  my  father  died.  We  had  the  care  of  the 
homestead.  We  stood  faithfully  by  our  mother,  and  everything 
we  undertook  seemed  to  prosper  in  our  hands.  My  brother 
engaged  in  business  and  two  years  ago  died,  a  very  exemplary 
Christian.  As  I  could  speak  Danish  and  English  well,  I  was 
persuaded  to  go  into  business  also ;  after  four  years  as  a  clerk, 
and  saving  all  my  money  over  and  above  my  actual  necessities, 
I  was  able  to  go  into  business  one  year  ago,  with  another  young 
man,  and  we  are  much  pleased  with  our  prospects.  My  mother 
and  sister  are  with  me,  and  as  I  look  back  over  the  past,  I 
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cannot  but  feel  that  my  first  impulses  for  a  higher  and  better 
life  were  given  me  by  yourself,  when  a  rude,  uncouth  country 
boy,  1  was  led  into  the  Sunday-school  on  what  was  then  a  frontier 
settlement." 

This  cheers  the  heart,  and  his  recital,  I  must  say,  made  tears 
of  joy  fall  fast,  as  we  stood  with  clasped  hands  reviewing  the 
past. 

W.  Gunderson  writes ; 

It  has,  of  late,  taken  more  time  to  oversee  the  field,  to  en- 
courage and  rebuild  the  feeble  Sunday-schools,  than  perhaps 
others  have  needed;  but  looking  over  all  the  work,  I  have  great 
reason  to  thank  the  Lord  for  all  he  has  done  for  us  and  for  the 
few  souls  who  this  year  have  been  led  to  Jesus.  In  districts 
where  never  before  the  Bible  was  presented,  where  all  sorts  of 
vice  reigned,  I  have  been  permitted  to  go  forth,  sqwing  precious 
seed,  organizing  Bible  schools,  and  holding  religious  meetings. 

Ole  Syverson  writes  of  his  nine  months'  work : 

My  field  of  labor  has  been  out  on  the  extreme  northwest 
frontiers  of  Minnesota,  in  the  counties  of  Swift,  Pope,  Stevens, 
Chippewa,  Lacqui  Parle  and  Big  Stone.  Population  mostly 
Scandinavian,  thinly  interspersed  by  Americans,  Germans,  Can- 
ada half-breeds,  &c. ;  even  full-blood  Indians  are  seen  lingering 
around  still. 

1  have  had  to  start  the  schools  with  a  comparatively  small  at- 
tendance. But  gradually  more  hearts  became  accessible  to  that 
word,  which  never  shall  return  void,  and  in  the  course  of  the 
summer  the  schools  had  about  doubled  their  number  of  scholars. 
As  early  as  in  August  a  revival  took  place  in  a  Sunday-school 
on  the  Minnesota  River.  The  people  of  the  place  were  noted 
for  their  vice,  especially  for  drunkenness,  while  at  the  market 
town  with  their  wheat.  These  and  other  bad  and  vicious  habits 
have  been  abandoned.  Parents  have  become  regular  attendants 
at  the  Sunday-school ;  after  the  teaching  is  over  they  usually 
read  a  sermon  and  deliver  prayers  in  Norwegian. 

The  Sunday-school  enterprise  on  my  field  has  proved  a  very 
effective  forerunner  for  the  district  school.  Five  common  school 
districts  have  been  organized  along  the  Chippewa  River,  since  I 
commenced  my  work,  and  still  more  are  in  preparation.  The 
erection  of  school-houses  is  being  eagerly  discussed,  and  it  is  ap> 
parent  that  this  is  done  more  with  a  view  of  furnishing  houses 
for  the  Sunday-school  than  for  the  common  school,  although  the 
latter,  as  a  matter  of  course,  will  be  advanced. 
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SOUTHWESTERN   DISTRICT. 

Rey.  W.  p.  Pazson,  sapermtendent,  reports  that  the  past  year 
has  been  one  full  of  encouragement  in  his  department,  which  is 
preeminently  a  pioneer  department.  The  various  religious  bodies 
8eem  to  recognize  this  fact,  and  look  upon  the  labors  of  our  mis- 
sionaries with  favor.  The  amount  of  work  done  this  year,  exceeds 
that  of  the  past ;  and  contributions  from  this  field  exceed  the 
amount  contributed  last  year,  notwithstanding  the  severe  drought, 
and  the  ravages  of  the  grasshopper  in  some  portions  of  the  field. 

W.  J.  Hayden,  missionary  for  Southwest  Missouri,  writes : 

My  field  lies  in  a  belt  of  country  in  Southwest  Missouri  and 
Northern  Arkansas,  which,  I  am  safe  in  saying,  is  as  destitute  a 
portion  of  country,  morally  and  religiously,  as  can  be  found  in 
America,  the  greater  portion  of  it  lying  among  the  Ozark  and 
Boston  Mountains;  people  are  poor  and  live  in  small  log  houses 
along  the  bottoms.  There  are  few  church  buildings.  We  hold 
our  meetings  in  small  school-houses  built  of  blackjack  poles. 
Those  of  the  people  that  are  religious  are  very  much  divided  in 
belief,  so  that  Union  Sunday-schools  and  Christian  work  are  an 
absolute  necessity;  yet  during  the  last  seven  years  63  churches 
have  grown  out  of  union  Sunday-schools  in  this  district. 

Rev.  Franc  Mitchell,  Central  Missouri,  reports : 

The  results  of  this  work  cannot  be  computed,  and  here  is  the 
source  of  great  joy  to  the  laborer ;  still  it  is  not  left  entirely  to 
the  future  to  declare  the  issue.  Under  my  immediate  influence, 
more  than  two  score  souls  have  professed  faith  in  Christ,  the 
most  of  whom  remain  steadfast  in  the  faith.  The  schools  on  my 
field  grow  every  year  in  interest ;  teachers  improving  in  zeal  and 
knowledge,  and  learning  better  methods,  and  scholars  becoming 
more  enlisted  in  the  work.  We  need  the  presence  of  the  Spirit. 
Oh,  that  He  would  come  down  on  all  this  work ! 

John  Cassell,  missionary  for  Western  Missouri,  writes : 

During  the  past  year  I  have  been  working  in  parts  of  Kansas, 
Missouri,  Texas  and  the  Indian  Territory.  As  Sunday-school 
missionaries  are  "sowers,"  not  "reapers,"  I  cannot  give  a  true 
estimate  of  the  number  added  to  the  church  from  the  schools. 
Churches  have  been  formed  on  my  line  of  march.  Several 
Sunday-school  superintendents  have  told  me  that  their  revival- 
meetings  were  the  result  of  the  religious  life  kept  alive  among 
Sunday-school  workers  and  scholars,  the  converts  being  mostly 
from  their  ranks. 
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I  started  a  school  at  a  place  noted  for  its  oatlawrj ;  in  three 
months  a  church  was  formed  of  fourteen  members. 

George  S.  BrinckerhoiT,  of  Southeast  Missouri,  states : 

Scores  of  young  persons  have  given  evidence  of  a  work  of 
grace  in  their  hearts  at  the  various  revivals  throughout  the 
country,  fully  showing  that  the  knowledge  received  by  them  in  the 
Sabbath  school  has  proved  a  lamp  to  their  feet.  Schools  may 
s6mctime8  die  after  running  a  few  months,  but  not  without 
leaving  a  good  result  in  some  way.  Often  the  impressions  of  a 
single  day  show  their  fruits  in  after  years.  Parents  have  repeat- 
edly told  me  that  their  children  who  have  attended  Sabbath- 
school,  if  for  only  a  term  of  three  or  six  months,  were  more 
easily  brought  under  conviction  than  those  who  had  not  the 
privileges  of  a  Sabbath-school. 

D.  M.  Alter,  of  Arkansas,  despite  its  unsettled  condition 
during  the  entire  year,  established  26  new  schools.  He  reports 
100  hopeful  conversions  in  them.  We  have  boon  enabled  to  em- 
ploy two  missionaries  in  Texas,  which  seems  to  be  one  of  the 
most  important  States  for  Sunday-school  work.  Its  unrivalled 
climate  and  productive  soil  are  attracting  an  immense  emigra- 
tion from  the  older  states.  In  the  last  two  years  400,000  have 
moved  into  this  state. 

Upon  invitation  from  loading  Christian  citizens  of  the  State, 
Mr.  Wm.  Reynolds  of  Peoria,  Illinois,  and  myself  held  seven 
Sunday-school  conventions  at  the  principal  points  of  the  State. 
They  were,  I  doubt  not,  productive  of  great  good  in  elevating  the 
standard  of  Sunday-school  instruction,  and  arousing  a  greater 
enthusiasm  in  the  cause.  We  reached  at  least  2000  Sunday-school 
teachers,  and  I  have  heard  of  nearly  50  new  schools  organized  as 
the  result. 

SOUTHERN   DISTRICT. 

Rev.  John  McCullagh,  Henderson,  Ky.,  Superintendent,  re- 
ports : 

I  have  spent  several  months  during  the  past  year  with  our 
missionaries  on  their  respective  fields  of  labor,  and,  if  space 
would  permit,  would  like  to  tell  of  the  trials  and  triumphs  of 
these  devoted  and  faithful  workers.  The  presence  and  blessing 
of  the  Good  Shepherd  has  followed  them,  a  great  and  blessed 


29 

work  haa  been  accomplished,  sonis  have  been  converted  and 
charcbes  organized. 

I  was  cordially  received  and  heartily  welcomed  by  pastors  and 
people  throughout  the  Southern  Department ;  also  in  Pittsburgh, 
Harrisburg,  New  York,  Albany,  Evansville,  &c.,  &c.  My 
appeals  in  behalf  of  the  destitute  South  were  responded  to  with 
open-handed  and  princely  liberality. 

Numerous  facts  might  be  given  showing  the  necessity,  value 
and  results  of  our  work  on  this  great  harvest  field ;  the  following 
will  serve  as  samples : 

From  J.  A.  Houston,  missionary  in  Virginia : 

When  laboring  in  the  county  of  B ,  a  minister  called  my 

attention  to  a  narrow,  secluded,  but  populous  valley,  surrounded 
by  mountains,  that  had  long  been  neglected.  '^  It  is  a  hard  re- 
gion," he  said,  ^'  you  will  find  the  children  almost  as  wild  as  in  a 
portion  of  a  neighboring  State,  of  which  I  have  heard  it  related, 
that  the  parents  kee|^  dogs  to  catch  the  children  to  have  their 
faces  washed  on  Sunday  morning."  I  went  to  that  place,  and 
visited  from  house  to  house.  The  people  were  in  a  deplorable 
condition,  in  respect  to  everything  of  a  moral  and  religious 
nature.  The  children  were  so  shy  that  I  found  it  difficult  to 
converse  with  them,  and  when  I  spoke  about  a  Sabbath-school 
they  did  not  understand  me.  A  few  families  in  the  lower  end 
of  the  valley  were  members  of  the  church.  A  Sabbath-school  was 
organized,  and  these  long-neglected  children  were  brought  into  it. 

A  missionary  writes  from  Kentucky: 

In  the  summer  of  1871,  I  visited  one  of  the  worst  neighbor- 
hoods in  C county.     With  the  exception  of  two  or  three 

families,  there  was  but  little  regard  for  the  Sabbath,  and  almost 
an  entire  want  of  parental  restraint.  I  organized  a  Sabbath- 
school  of  40  scholars,  and  made  them  a  donation  of  books  and 
papers.  At  the  expiration  of  one  month,  I  paid  them  a  visit, 
and  found  that  quiet  and  good  order  reigned  in  the  school.  The 
former  dullness  and  shyness  in  the  poor  untaught  children  had 
given  place  to  the  lively  expressions  in  our  Sabbath-school 
hymns,  and  little  lips  were  praising  God  in  happy  song,  whoso 
powers  had  never  before  been  awakened  by  such  strains.  The 
school  has  never  gone  down,  but  has  accomplished  ^reat  things 
for  the  Master.  Additions  have  been  made  to  the  church  from 
this  school,  year  by  year,  and  a  new  house  of  worship  adorns 
the  hill,  where  the  old  log  house  once  stood.  In  conversation 
with  a  minister,  two  weeks  since,  he  said,  '^  I  have  just  closed  a 
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very  interesting  meeting  in  the  new  cbnrch,  and  40  souls  were 
hopefully  converted  to  the  Saviour.*'  The  history  of  this  school 
is  regarded  by  many  as  a  wonderful  illustration  of  the  good 
results  of  missionary  labor. 

From  Rev.  Isaac  Emory,  missionary  in  Tennessee : 

During  the  eight  and  a  half  years  I  have  been  laboring  for 
the  American  Sunday-school  Union  in  Tennessee,  I  have  visited 
75  of  the  93  counties  in  the  State;  have  organized  835  new 
schools  and  supplied  500  others  with  religious  literature,  and 
placed  5500  copies  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures  within  the  reach  of 
the  many  hungering  for  the  Bread  of  Life.  I  have  travelled 
over  50,000  miles  in  the  interests  of  Bible-schools,  and  visited 
every  county  in  East  Tennessee  save  one,  and  thousands  of  youth 
have  been  brought  under  their  enlightening  and  saving  influences. 

There  is  not  a  more  promising  field  in  the  South  for  missionary 
effort.  The  new  line  of  railroad  now  being  constructed,  and  to 
be  pushed  forward  to  completion  across  the  Cumberland  moun- 
tains, will  open  up  new  demands  on  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union.  Here  the  teeming  population  a^d  capital  will  flow  to 
develop  the  extensive  mineral  resources  of  these  mountains. 
And  the  great  question  is,  shall  education,  morality  and  religion 
keep  pace  with  this  material  development.  I  have  already 
planted  a  number  of  new  schools  along  the  line  of  this  new  en- 
terprise linking  the  North  and  South  together  with  steel,  and 
hope  during  the  coming  year  to  open  many  more  that  shall  pre- 
pare the  way  for  the  growth  of  churches  and  the  establishment 
of  the  Lord's  house  on  the  top  of  the  mountains. 

Rev.  G.  S.  Jones,  missionary  in  North  Carolina,  writes : 

I  recently  addressed  a  mass  meeting  of  four  schools,  that  have 

frown  out  of  a  small  Union  school,  organized  six  years  ago. 
'our  churches,  with  regular  Sabbath  services,  are  also  the  re- 
sult of  that  Bible  school.  At  a  night  meeting  in  a  village,  many 
children  came  three  miles  to  hear  a  Sabbath-school  address.  In 
that  number  was  a  little  girl,  five  years  of  age,  whose  prayers  for 
her  wicked  father  prevailed  with  God,  and  that  father  is  now  the 
active  superintendent  of  White  Oak  Sabbath-school.  Many  pre- 
cious revivals  have  followed  our  labors  during  the  past  year,  and 
over  two  hundred  young  persons  in  our  Sabbath-schools  have 
professed  faith  in  Christ. 

The  following  interesting  fact  was  related  to  me  by  Mr.  Mc 

M .     "  About  forty  years  ago  I  helped  to  saw  the  lumber  to 

build  a  meeting-house  in  the  vicinity  of  Raft  Swamp,  in  R 

county.  In  this  house,  Rev.  Thomas  P.  Hunt,  a  missionary  of 
the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  organized  a  Union  Sabbath- 
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Bcbool.  About  the  same  time,  a  Presbyterian  cbnrch  was  oon- 
Btituted,  called  Antioch,  under  the  pastoral  charge  of  Rev. 
Hector  McLean.  The  school  has  never  suspended,  not  even 
during  the  irar,  and  the  church  still  enjoys  the  services  of  its 
first  and  only  pastor,  and  to-day  there  is  such  a  moral  influence 
exerted  all  over  that  neighborhood  of  Scotch  farmers,  that  you 
might  go  all  through  the  community,  and,  I  dare  say,  you 
coaldn't  find  a  lock  on  any  corn  crib  or  smoke  house.  No  use 
for  locks  and  law  suits." 

A  missionary  writes  from  South  Carolina : 

I  have  recently  passed  through  settlements  in  which  I  organ- 
ized Sabbath-schools  last  summer,  and  my  heart  has  been  greatly 
cheered  to  see  the  fruit  of  these  labors.  At  Mountain  Grove, 
the  school  has  doubled  its  numbers,  and  the  pastor  told  me  the 
church  had  more  than  doubled  in  real  strength  and  efficiency. 

At  South  River,  where  I  started  the  school  in  the  woods,  they 
have  organized  a  church,  built  a  house,  and  have  regular  preach- 
ing. The  Bible  school  has  taken  the  place  of  the  Sunday  shoot- 
ing-matches, at  one  of  which  a  man  was  killed.  Standing  Spring 
Church  has  recently  had  82  additions,  and  28  of  them  were  from 
the  Sabbath-school.  So  there  is  a  great  deal  of  sunshine  as  well 
as  shadow,  and  we  feel  encouraged  to  press  on. 

From  a  missionary  in  Georgia 

I  spent  two  months  in  canvassing  R county,  and  found 

only  one  Sabbath-school.  The  greatest  destitution  prevailed, 
but  I  never  saw  a  people  so  anxious  for  preaching.  A  wonder- 
ful revival  followed  my  efforts  at  C ,  the  county  seat  of 

R county.     The  interest  widened  and  deepened  every  day, 

until  it  swept  the  town  and  surrounding  country.  The  church 
under  whose  auspices  it  commenced,  received  48  additions  inclu- 
ding the  best  material  in  the  little  town.  The  place  had  been 
noted  for  drunkenness  and  crime,  but  a  number  of  persons  said 

to  me,  "  C is  not  like  itself."     I  visited  every  settlement  in 

the  county  and  organized  15  Bible  schools.  The  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  went  with  me ;  revivals  followed  my  labors,  and  250  per- 
sons were  hopefully  converted. 

Another  missionary  writes  as  follows : 

I  have  visited  7  counties  in  Middle  and  Southern  Georgia,  and 
found  in  each  from  1  to  4  Sabbath-schools.  D county  con- 
tained 1,  which  was  located  at  Eastman  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition. I  saw  one  family  that  rpde  7  miles  every  Sabbath  to 
this  place  of  instruction.  I  met  with  2  boys  residing  8  miles 
from  Eastman,  who  would  occasionally  walk  the  entire  distance 
to  attend  the  school.     Whilst  a  few  children  were  travelling  bo 
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far  in  search  of  knowledge,  many  were  growing  up  in  ignorance, 
vice  and  crime.  I  organized  15  new  schools  in  that  county,  and 
all  may  now  receive  religious  instruction.  The  Eastman  Sab- 
bath-school is  doing  a  good  work.  The  officers  and  teachers 
never  seem  to  grow  weary  in  well-doing.  Not  long  since,  this 
school  undertook  to  supply  the  destitute  families  of  the  county  with 
Bibles.  Twenty  grains  of  corn  were  furnished  to  each  teacher 
and  scholar,  which  were  planted  and  cultivated  with  great  care. 
The  crop  was  gathered,  put  up  in  small  sacks  and  sold  at  auction. 
The  sale  brought  into  the  treasury  $22,  which  was  forwarded  to 
Hon.  Wm.  E.  Dodge,  of  New  York,  to  be  invested  as  was 
originally  intended.  He  was  so  pleased  with  the  benevolent 
spirit  manifested  by  the  children,  that  he  forwarded  $75  worth 
of  Bibles  for  distribution. 

From  Rev.  J.  J.  Strong,  missionary  in  Alabama : 

I  have  organized  54  schools  and  aided  52.  Last  spring  I 
started  a  school  in  a  vacant  house  without  a  floor,  the  children 
sitting  on  the  sleepers.  This  school  continued  with  a  great  deal 
of  interest  for  over  five  months,  when  the  house  was  occupied  by 
a  family.  They  intend  soon  to  build  a  house  for  Sabbath-school 
and  church  service. 

Two  schools  organized  last  fall  in  neighborhoods  where  they 
have  never  been  able  to  keep  Sabbath-schools,  have  run  all 
winter,  in  houses  that  have  no  means  of  warming,  and  bid  fair 
to  become  large  and  prosperous  schools.  During  the  winter 
season  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  do  double  work,  having  first 
to  take  up  subscriptions  to  secure  some  means  of  warming  houses 
and  otherwise  making  them  comfortable. 

Missionary  J.  C.  Eastman  writes  from  Florida : 

This  is  a  hard  field,  and  the  population  sparse,  poor  and  dis- 
couraged. While  travelling  with  a  clergyman,  on  a  round  of 
appointments,  we  lost  our  way  and  came  upon  a  small  congrega- 
tion just  at  the  close  of  the  preaching  service.  We  spoke  to  the 
people  and  asked  the  way  to  the  church  we  were  seeking.  I 
told  them  of  my  mission  to  the  children.  They  had  no  sdiool, 
and  desired  me  to  organize  one  immediately,  which  I  did,  and  it 
is  now  in  a  flourishing  condition.  I  started  another  school  in 
one  corner  of  a  cotton  and  grist  mill,  and  on  the  following  Sab- 
bath, notwithstanding  a  heavy  shower,  they  gathered  about  the 
door  an  hour  before  the  time  of  service.  The  interest  in  the 
school  continued  throughout  the  summer,  and  when  I  last  visited 
them,  they  were  rejoicing  in  a  new  school-house.  Our  visits 
among  the  people  are  cordially  received,  and  we  hope  by  God*8 
help,  to  gather  many  of  the  little  neglected  ones  into  the  fold  of 
the  Great  Shepherd. 
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KANSAS. 


Early  in  the  year  the  Society,  in  response  to  the  pressing  calls 
from  this  great  and  rapidly  growing  state,  for  increased  Sunday- 
school  mission  labor,  decided  to  transfer  to  that  field  one  of  its 
most  experienced  workers,  L.  Milton  Marsh,  who  has  entered 
vigorously  upon  the  work  of  forming  Bible  schools  in  its  new  set- 
tlements, and  expects  soon  to  be  aided  by  one  or  two  additional 
helpers.  His  temporary  absence  from  the  field  prevented  his 
making  a  full  report  of  the  results  of  his  labors. 

CALIFORNIA. 

The  work  on  the  Pacific  Coast  has  been  under  charge  of  Rev. 
W.  N.  Meserve.  He  reports,  in  connection  with  his  co-laborers, 
100  schools  organized  and  aided  containing  721  teachers,  and 
6497  scholars.  Mr.  Meserve  has  been  greatly  encouraged  by  the 
many  hopeful  conversions  occurring  in  the  progress  of  the  work. 

FOREIGN  WORK. 

The  American  Sunday-School  Union  gladly  cooperates,  so  far 
as  is  consistent,  with  the  Committee  prosecuting  Foreign  Sunday- 
school  Work.  The  introduction  of  our  Sunday-school  system  on 
the  Continent  of  Europe,  which  was  largely  due  to  the  earnest 
labors  of  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee,  has  been  heartily  under- 
taken and  is  now  vigorously  prosecuted  by  our  excellent  sister 
Society,  The  London  Sunday-School  Union.  It  employs  several 
Sunday-school  missionaries  in  Germany,  France,  Switzerland  and 
elsewhere,  and  our  American  Committee  extends  such  aid  and 
cooperation  in  their  support  and  in  promoting  this  work  as  it 
finds  practicable  and  possible. 

For  a  detailed  account  of  the  operations  of  the  American  Com- 
mittee we  refer  to  their  annual  report  published  last  October. 
From  this  we  give  a  few  statistics  of  the  state  of  Sunday-schools  in 
Europe  at  present :  Q-ermamj^  1218  Sunday-schools  ;  8643  teach- 
ers ;  81,785  scholars.  The  First  National  Sunday-school  Confer- 
ence has  been  held  in  Hamburg,  comprising  delegates  and  rep- 
resentatives of  various  denominations,  from  all  parts  of  Ger- 
many. France^  990  Sunday-schools ;  41,520  scholars.  Spaiuy 
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20  Sunday-schools  ;  95  teachers  ;  1000  scholars.  Italy^  about 
90  Sunday-schools ;  4000  scholars.  Switzerland^  about  600 
Sunday-schools;  2096  teachers;  46,370  scholars.  In  Brazil^ 
Chili^  Neto  Granada^  Mexico^  Zacatecas,  &c.,  the  Sunday-schools 
are  going  on.  Some  new  ones  have  been  formed,  and  maps, 
charts,  books,  &c.,  have  been  sent  to  them.  The  Upper  Church 
Council  of  Prussia,  at  their  last  meeting,  addressed  a  new  circu- 
lai'  to  all  clergymen  under  their  care,  urging  the  formation  of 
Sunday-schools  as  the  best  and  only  means  of  meeting  the  in- 
creasing indifference  and  infidelity,  and  urging  their  adoption 
with  teachers*  meetings,  both  in  city  and  country. 

CONCLUSION. 

We  note,  in  the  summing  up  of  the  whole  matter,  a  few  facts 
and  points  presented  by  the  missionaries,  which  could  not  be 
included  in  the  tabular  statistics,  especially  the  frequent  mention 
of  revivals  and  conversions,  and  of  the  erection  of  churches  on  our 
Sunday-school  foundations.  From  New  England,  "  New  churches 
have  in  several  instances  grown  out  of  schools  organized  by 
Mr.  Record."  From  New  York,  "  60  persons  have  professed 
Christ  in  connection  with  one  little  school  organized,  two  years 
ago,  in  a  very  destitute  place.'*  From  New  Jersey,  Mr.  Stites 
reports,  "  Best  of  all,  568  hopeful  conversions  among  the  pupils 
of  our  schools  !**  From  Pennsylvania,  "  50  conversions  in  one 
place,  principally  among  our  scholars  ;**  ''more  professions  among 
the  young  than  in  any  preceding  year  ;**  "  Union  schools  in  rural 
districts  equal  in  number  all  denominational  schools;*'  ''in  hun- 
dreds of  communities  the  only  means  of  religious  instruction  on 
the  Lord*s  day;**  "prospect  full  of  hope."  From  Ohio,  "labors 
not  only  in  schools  and  churches,  but  in  reform-schools,  poor- 
houses,  orphanages,  hospitals  and  prisons,*'  by  one  whose  praise 
is  in  all  the  churches.  From  Michigan,  '*  our  Reform-school 
spends  $100  for  each  pupil,  while  a  preventive  Sunday-school  can 
be  organized  for  $25  :**  and  a  missionary  seventy-six  years  of  age 
organized  33  schools  last  year.  From  the  Northwest,  comes  "  a 
fuller  and  clearer  vindication  of  the  Union  principle."  "  Trials  by 
drought,  grasshoppers  and  a  pitiless  winter  have  been  sanctified. 
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In  15  neighborhoods,  where  new  schools  have  been  organized 
by  one  missionary,  regular  religious  services  are  now  held ;  in  6, 
occasionally;  in  11,  the  Sunday-school  the  only  religious  ser- 
vice;" "only  88  conversions,"  says  another;  '*  in  one  county, 
not  one  Sunday-school;**  "  100  conversions,"  reports  one  mission- 
ary in  Nebraska;  "  150  conversions  and  20  churches  organized,** 
says  another.  "  In  one-half  the  neighborhoods  where  new  Sun- 
day-schools have  been  planted,  a  sermon  had  never  been  preached 
nor  a  public  prayer  offered.**  Says  one  in  Minnesota ;  '*  a  large 
revival  interest;  40  conversions  in  4  neighborhoods.**  From  the 
Southwest,  "  work  full  of  encouragement  ;'*  "  63  churches  grown 
out  of  my  Union  schools  in  7  years,'*  says  one  missionary,  "and 
54  schools  planted  and  40  watered  in  a  very  destitute  field  the 
last  year;'*  another  "planted  53  and  watered  186;"  "a  school 
planted  in  a  community  of  outlaws,  where  there  was  not  a  Chris- 
tian, in  three  months  grew  into  a  church  of  15  members."  "  Two- 
score  souls  professed  Christ  under  my  immediate  ministry,**  says 
another ;  "43  schools  planted,  and  scores  in  them  led  to  Christ,*' 
says  another  ;  "  100  hopeful  conversions  in  my  schools  in  Arkan- 
sas," says  another;  "400,000  emigrants  to  Texas  in  two  years." 

From  the  Southern  Department,  a  missionary  in  Tennessee 
says  ''  335  new  schools  organized  in  8J  years,  and  500  others 
supplied;"  another  says,  "in  a  school  organized  in  1871,  in  one 
of  the  worst  neighborhoods  in  Kentucky,  40  recently  converted." 
In  North  Carolina,  "  4  schools  and  4  churches  sprung  out  of  a 
Union  school  organized  six  years  ago;  over  200  in  our  schools 
have  professed  Christ  last  year.**  In  South  Carolina,  "  17 
churches  have  grown  out  of  my  schools  in  8  years."  In  Georgia, 
one  missionary  "  visited  7  counties,  finding  in  each  from  1  to  4 

schools;  organized  15  in  D county,  that  had  but  1 ;"  another 

**  found  only  one  school  in  R county,  but  left  15 ;  the  Spirit 

of  God  was  there,  revivals  followed,  and  there  were  250  hopeful 
conversions."  One  in  Alabama  "  organized  54  schools  and  aided 
52."  One  in  Florida,  is  "  cordially  received,"  &;c.  From  the  groat 
Foreign  Field  the  encouragement  is  ample. 

"  Now  unto  the  King  eternal,  immortal,  invisible,  the  only 
wise  God,  be  honor  and  glory,  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen." 
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Thi-y  \v<Ti*  ififffjtriiJtnt.  And  yet  lihfral.  Each  spi'iikvr  5.i*imii*m1  to  {^ivr  ilif 
fr  I  -T.  t"ullt-'«t  utterain'i*  lu  nil  iliiit  was  in  hi>  lieart.  Jiml  vt-t  ti>  «lo  it  in  ji  wav 
t:i.it  *.ii..\itMl  the  niiist  ri'SiioctfuI  defiTi-ncc  to  tlu-  opinion^:  j>f  lliost*  wlui  nii;!:li! 

•  .kv  'lilf'Ttnt  vii'Wri  in  regard  to  the  matter  of  which  hi*  was  speakinjr.  And 
•1  '-ri  all  ilir  ?pofi*lu"*  seemed  to  be  in  the  most  thorough  hnrmunt/  with  tlf  mnk 

Arii    tlun-  wen-  lu*,  t)iin);s.  at  least,  in  which  all  the  speakers  were  evi- 

}•  :i':v  ifi    the   must   perfect  agreement.     One  was.  as  to  the  va.-iiie<s  and  im- 

I  'irr  iiH-r  Mf*  iliv  wiirk  to  be  done,  and  the  other,  a-?  to  the  thorough  adaptediiess 

•  f  *lii:«  iii>trinnentarny  tor  ilolng  the  work.  May  all  who  desire  to  promote 
•f.«.  ;r  rvHintry'<  lM'>t  welfare,  and  at  the  same  lime  to  show  their  love  l«i  .lesiis 

•  \  '.'i-tWii'j^  his  lamhs.  ironsiiler  well  these  two  things,  and  they  will  not  fail  to 
L  '  •■  Trih  -\MKnirAX  Si  M)AY-»>chool  r.Nios  a  more  |>romini'nt  place  in  their 
-■  i;ij«:if  iii»*s.  fluir  prayers  and  their  contrihntions  I 


CONTRIBUTIONS. 

Th*-  It.'jful  form  of  hequest  is.  "Igive  and  kkqikatii  to  thk  Amkiucax  Six- 

!»\Y-?^«.IIOOL  UXIO.N.  KSTABLIKIIEI)  IN    THK   CiTY  OF  I'niI.AI'KMMIIA.  DoI.LAKS." 

\v.  no  fi\>e  are  contril)ntions  applied  to  carry  on  the  hii.xineis  department  o! 
?1  -  Sotiety's  operations,  nor  for  any  objects  other  than  tho.-ie  de-iiirnated  b\ 

Thikty   I>ollars  constitute  a. Life  Member. 

t'orstribufions  to  the   Missionarv  work  of  the    Amkuicax   Sinhay-Si  iiom. 
r>:»»\  may  be  addressed  to 

OEO.  W.  HILL,  Treasurer,  1122  Ghestnat  Street,  Philadelphia. 

i  MISSIONARY  CORRESPONDENCE. 

|*i-rr».in«  desiring  information  con«'crning  the  .Mi^si<»narv  Wiuk  simuld  addrr.-- 

M.  A.  WUBTS,  SecreUry  of  HiBsions,  or 
I  BaT.  E.  W.  BIOE,  ABsistant  Secretary  of  Missions, 

I  11-J2  l'llK>T>rT  STRKH.    I*Iin.\I>KI.IMIt\. 

I 

I'nitumunications  relative  ti>  the  work  in  New  York  may  be  addres.-rd  !<■ 

F.  H.  WISEWELL,  Seo.  New  Tork  Dep.  of  KissioQii, 

Lv tiers  relating  to  the  work  in  New  England  may  be  addres-j»il  to 

HEL80N  KINOSBUBT,  Seo.  New  England  Dep.  of  Kisaions, 

67   P\HMI.MtT>>5   AVKM  B,   II  \KTI'«lllI».  (*<IN>. 


The  International  Sunday-School  Lessons. 

1875.]  UNION   HELPS.  [1875. 


THE  SUNDAT-SCHOOL  WOBLD,  a  monthly  ]>a)K>r  for  I'a.-tor:^.  TnicluTs  ami 
IJililf  ^'la^-l•>.  ('iMitaiUf  Kx|>laiiatioiiH  hy  llcv.  John  H.vi.i.,  1).I».;  IVimary  Lc.-'-on 
Talk."*  liy  Mr-.  Ai.UK  W.  K.v»\ ;  Text  Thought",  with  lJhi<'klKuir«l  Outliue.-,  Ki-vii'W 
C'hart^  ami  <'oin'i.Tt  K\«T«'i.««o>.  Ac.  50  cent.-*  a  year  in  ad\an«.***:  HV  MAIL,  ♦»U  ecu! s: 
in  ehihr,  .');i  cents.  |>(i:<tage  paid. 

LESSON  FAPEBS  FOB  SCHOLABS.  THBEE  OBADES.  1.  Trinuiry.  with  |.ic- 
lurcH;  1'.  Intcrincilinto:  :'..  Advanccil.  Ksudf  ut  the  rate  of  ??y  for  IMO  co|iic;(,  per  year, 
in  sulvanco.     IJY  MAIL.  It^U.OO,  pii!(t.a>;e  paid. 

THE  CHILD*S  WOBLD,  containin-j:  llev.  I»r.  Nkwh.n's  Piitorial  Article!*  on 
."•elecleii  LcsHonf*.  and  Hcn»er*  and  Incident'*  of  the  lleforniation.  with  <»ther  choice  rcad- 
in;::  hy  the  iicsti  writers.  In  cliihs  of  not  le.*>  than  10  copies  to  »ine  addre.->;.  at  the  rate 
•d"  i<\'2  for  ion  copic.*:  monthly,  and  S2I  .>enii- monthly,  jier  year,  in  advance.  BV 
MAIL,  i^l'A  monthly,  ^2V*  ^emi -monthly.  po!ita<^e  [laid. 

THE  SCH0LAB*8  HAHD-BOOK.  PABT  IV.  »y  Ww.  KnwiN  W.  Ttii  k.  A  com- 
plete Sfhoiur's  Commentary  on  the  New  Testament  scries  of  International  Le.."»sonj'  for 
1S76.     Price,  10  eentrt:   I o{l  copies,  i^T.-'tO. 

DAILY  LESSONS  FOB  THE  YOUNOEST  LEABNEB8.  For  home  u^'e.  hy  old 
an«I  youn;r.  in  the  ."tudy  of  the  Lesion**  for  the  .>*econd  fix  months  of  IST.i.  Hy  llcv. 
H.  r'lin  ihNiM.N.     .I'Jmo,  paper,  .'»  cents. 

BEVIEW  CHABTS.  On  shicts  o\  hy  .">  feet,  in  lar>;e  hold  type,  t^i  ho  viewed  hy 
the  whole  scluMd.     Puhlished  nuarterly.  ea<di  .'Ml  cents. 

BEVIEW  FAPEBS,  explaining  Chart.  For  Su)>f>nntendents,  .i^l  per  lOrt.  For 
Scholars.  7.'»  cents  per  lOU. 

Catalogne-i  of  the  .*^«icicty't'  Puhlicatious  furnished,  and  suhscription:'  to  its  l*eri<»di- 
cal.-  received,  at  the 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL   DEPOSITORIES, 

Xo.  l^^«  Cteentnut  Street,  Ptelladelplala.— ALKX.  KIRKPATRICK. 

No.  10  Bible  Houftc.  Stw  York.— O.  H.  SCOPIRLD. 

No.  40  1%'^lntcr  Hftrcet,  Boston.— E.  BHUTK. 

No.  08  Dearborn  Street,  CbleaKo.— IV.  R.  PORT. 

Ho.  *^07  N.  SIxtU  St.,  St.  I^ouU.— S.  PAXSON. 


SIX   POINTS. 

•  1. '  The  American  Sunday-School  Union  aims  to 
unite  all  the  people  in  the  study  of  God's  word, 

2. )  It  aims  to  reach  those  unreached  by  ordinary 
church  agencies. 

3.  >  It  aims  to  lead  them  all  to  follow  Christ. 

<4. '  It  leaves  them  to  choose  that  church  con- 
nection which  they  deem  best. 

5.  >  It  has  organized  an  average  of  1226  Sunday- 
schools  a  year,  or  over  three  per  day,  for  every  day 
of  the  past  fifty  years. 

6.  >  It  has  reached  and  aided  about  5,000,000  of 
Sabbath-school  scholars. 
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ITS  AIM. 

The  American  Sunday-Scdool  Union  is  the  only  National  Missionary 
Society  in  our  country,  having  for  its  special  errand  the  bringing  of  all 
neglected  children  under  gospel  teaching.  The  distinct  purpose  of  this 
organization  is  to  carry  the  Sunday-school  and  prayer  meeting  into  destitute 
communities,  and  the  study  of  God^s  revealed  will  into  families,  and  thus 
realize  the  truth  of  God^s  promise  to  save  souls  and  extend  the  Church 
through  the  power  of  His  word. 

ITS  PliAK, 

The  Society  permanently  maintains  skilled  and  devoted  missionaries, 
whose  experience  in  labor  abundantly  proves  the  blessedness  of  obeying  the 
gospel  command,  "  Go,  teach/'  In  preparing  for  the  organization  of  Sunday- 
schools  these  workers  visit  families  and  extend  Christian  help  to  parents 
as  well  as  children.  The  opportunity  is  thus  naturally  presented  for  sup- 
plying destitute  households  with  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  the  good  books 
and  papers  placed  in  Sunday-schools  bring  joy  and  peace  to  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  thousands. 

ITS   STRENGTH. 

The  principles  of  strength  underlying  such  a  comprehensive  and  practical 
organization  for  Christian  effort  are  most  apparent.  Its  work  is  fruitful, 
bccau.sc,  in  saving  the  children  it  seizes  upon  the  very  sources  of  future 
power — efficient,  because  its  field  is  chiefly  in  new  communities  where 
society  is  formative — acceptable,  because  it  disarms  prejudice,  and  speaks  to 
our  common  humanity  in  the  name  of  our  common  Lord — hopeful,  because 
it  is  done  for  children  and  through  children,  and  no  field  of  work  or  plan  of 
work  can  be  more  promising — enduring,  for  it  has  stood  the  test  of  more  than 
half  a  century,  and  its  trophies  will  endure  to  all  eternity — economical,  for 
its  results  are  very  large  in  proportion  to  the  outlay,  as  it  is  on  the  broad 
gospel  platform,  and  receives  the  commendation  of  those  who  love  the  Lord's 
cause. 

ITS  BESUXTS  FOR  THE  PAST  YEAR. 

From  March  1,  1875,  to  March  1,  1876,  the  missionaries  report: 

SUNDAY-SCHOOLS  set  in  operation, 1,236 

TEACHERS  enlisted, 6,074 

SCHOLARS  gat/iered,         .,,....  46,774 

EXISTING  SCHOOLS  encouraged  by  mite  or  donations,     -  3,276 

BIBLES  AND  TESTAMENTS  distributed,     ....  9,347 

FAMILIES  visited, f2,DS7 

jmSS  TRAVELLED  by  Missionaries,          ....  216^31 


THE 


B2d 


THENEWYORK 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

P  i(;?7i4 

*«TOR,  LCKOX  AND 
TILOfN  fOl^^0ATlON•. 

1897. 


AJSTNUAL  KEPOET 


OV   TBI 


3i«#|ffltt  $tttttf8£-$4'>f'>'J  %ym, 


MAT.  1876. 


PHILADELPHIA : 
AMERICAN  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  UNION, 

No.  1122  CHESTNUT  STREET. 


PKxas  or 

HBNSY    B.    ASHMEAD, 

1101  and  UM  Suimb  ■(. 


BOARD  OF  OFFICERS  kSD  MAKA6ERS 


or 


^ft*  ^«wrtott  |mwl»|r-^tft<n^l  ^ttiw. 


187e— 1877. 


>•» 


PRXSIDINT. 
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Jamks  Pollock, 
Jat  Cookb, 
T.  U.  Waltbb, 
H.  J.  Williams, 
Datio  Liwu, 
GlOBOB  H.  StuabTi 

LiTI  K5OWLB8, 

Waltib  H.  Lowbib,  MeadpUUt  Fa, 

Samubl  Small,  Torkj  Fa. 

James  W.  Wxib,  Harritburg^  Fa. 

FiLix  R.  Bbunot,  Allegheny^  Fa. 

Hksbt  Llotd,  FiUsburgh,  Fa. 

William  Frew,        " 

Hx3iBT  W.  Gbebv,  Trenton,  K.  J. 

Moses  Allen,  New  York, 

Albebt  Woodruff,        " 

Joseph  Howland, 

H.  K.  Corking, 

W.  E.  Dodge, 

Robert  L.  Stuart, 

Ralph  Wells, 

Aldeh  Sampson, 

Addison  Gardiner,  Rochester,  N.  T. 

W.  A.  Ites,  New  Haven,  Conn.  . 

Robert  C.  Winthbop,  Boeton,  Mcus. 

E.  S.  TOBET,  *« 

Em  CRT  Washbttbh,  Camhridgef  Mast. 
Joshua  T.  Nye,  AugusUiy  Me. 
H.  S.  McCoMB,  WUminglon,  Del. 
JosKPH  Henbt,  Washington^  D.  C. 
William  Stbong,        " 
O.  0.  Howabd,  " 

AxDBEW  Rxid,    Baltimore^  Md. 

TXLLFAIB  MaBRIOTT,      <* 

Francis  T.  King,  " 

Thomas  J.  Kirkpatbick,  Lynehhurg,  Va. 
Wm.  Wibt  Henbt,  Richmond,  Va. 
J.  T.  L.  Pbeston,  Lexington,  Va, 
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A.  E.  GHAMBBRLAnr,  Cineinnati,  Ohio. 
James  L.  Batbs,  Columbus,  Ohio. 
W.  G.  Db  Pauw,  New  Albany,  Ind. 
Samuel  Obb,  EvansviUe,  Ind. 
Mybom  Phelps,  Lewistown,  Ills. 
P   G.  Gillette,  Jacksonville,  Ills. 
J.  y.  Fabwell,  Chicago^  His. 
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S.  M.  Moobb, 
n.  s.  bouton, 
Wm.  B.  Stbong, 

C.  B.  Nelson, 
S.  P.  Fabbington, 
F.  B.  Hinoklet, 
Chab.  E.  Culteb, 
Hobacb  Hallock,  Detroit,  Mich. 
Alansom  Shelby,        <* 

H.  W.  Hinsdale,   Orand  Rapids,  Mich. 
Habvet  J.  Hollisteb,        << 
W.  H.  Boyd,  Munroe,  Mich. 
Thob.  W.  Fbbby,  Orand  Haven. 
Samuel  Mebbill,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 
Thomas  Cochban,  Jb.,  St.  Faul,  Minn. 

D.  G.  Bell,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
A.  G.  Adams,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
Pebbz  Dickinson,  KnoxmUe,  Tenn. 
W.  F.  Bullock,  Louisville,  Ky. 
Gbobgb  W.  Hobbis,  <* 

John  L.  Wheat,        " 

S.  M.  Edgell,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

S.  M.  Bbeckinbidgb,       << 

James  Hood,  '< 

R.  H.  Pabkb,  St.  CharUe,  Mo. 

J.  0.  Watebman,  Savannah,  Mo. 

Geo.  R.  Fbench,  Sb.,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Robbbt  G.  Chisolm,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

AuGusTiNB  T.  Smyths,        ** 

John  B.  Gobdon,  Atlanta,  Oa. 

W.  H.  Bakeb,  Savannah,  Oa. 


8.  AUSTIN  ALLIBONE,  LL.D.,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

VL.  A.  WURTS,  Recording  Secretary. 

GEORQB  W.  hill,  Treasurer. 
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FOB  THBEE  YEASS,  mLJSd  KAT,  1879. 

Bbnjamin  B.  CoMEOYSf  JoHN  R.  Whitnit, 

J.  W.  C.  Leveridgs,  y'ew  Tork,  F.  W.  Vamuxev, 

Thomas  Cooper,  Joshua  L.  Bailt, 

James  M.  Bbown,  yina  York,  Lemuel  GoffiN| 

Geobos  K.  Gbozbb,  W.  H.  Suttoh, 

James  F.  Stone,  M.D.,  W.  B.  Hanma. 

POS  TWO  TEAM,  EHDnTG  MAT,  1878. 

Albxandeb  Brown,  Washington  Jones,  Wilmington^  Del, 

Alexandeb  Van  Esnsselaeb,  iT.  F.  F.  A.  Ferris,  New  York, 

George  Nugent,  A.  G.  Richet,  Trentotiy  JV.  J, 

W.  Dwight  Bell,  S.  B.  Pratt,  Boston,  Matt, 

J.  Livingston  Erbinoeb,  Mabtin  Luther  Finckel, 

Alexander  Whilldin,  W.  Frederick  Snyder. 

FOB  OITB  TEAS,  ISLTSOt  HAT,  1877. 

Abraham  Mabtin,  W.  A.  Ghubch, 

Joseph  Patterson,  Samuel  Ashhurst,  M.D., 

George  W.  Hill,  David  Thain, 

Charles  S.  Wurts,  M.D.,  K-  S.  Jaffrey,  yew  York, 

W.  H.  RuDDiMAN,  George  C.  Thomas, 

John  Wiest,  G.  S.  Griffiths,  Baltimore^  Md, 


%hi  Iff  (UftfmmiiittH^ 

OOHMITTEE  OF  FUBLIOATIOV. 

Alexander  Brown,  Jambs  F.  Stone,  M.D., 

Thomas  Cooper,  B.  B.  Comegys, 

Samuel  Ashhurst,  M.D.,  J.  W.  C.  Leveridoe,  Jfew  York, 

George  Nugent,  John  R.  Whitney, 

Charles  S.  Wurts,  M.D.,  George  W.  Hill, 

W.  A.  Church,  W.  B.  Hanna. 

OOHMITTEE  OS  UISSIOITS. 

George  Nugent,  John  R.  Whitnbt, 

Abraham  Martin,  F.  W.  Vanuxsm, 

David  Thain,  John  Wiest, 

Alexander  Whilldin,  W.  Frederick  Snydbb. 

OOlOilTTEE  OV  FnrAHOE. 

Albxandeb  Whilldin,  J.  Livingston  Erbingeb, 

George  H.  Stuaet,  Gbobgb  W.  Hill, 

Joshua  L.  Bailt. 


FIFTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  Fifty-second  Annual  Report,  herewith  submitted,  will 
doubtless  &11  into  the  hands  of  visitors  from  all  parts  of  the 
world  attending  the  American  Centennial  Exhibition.  For  them, 
as  well  as  for  friends  in  our  own  country  visiting  the  home  of 
the  Society,  and,  we  trust,  having  their  prayerful  sympathies 
turned  anew  to  the  cause  of  Sunday-school  missions,  we  insert 
the  aggregate  record  of  work  performed  by  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union  since  its  organization. 

SmtMAET  OF  WOEK  POE  PIFTT-TWO  TEAES. 

The  operations  of  the  Publication  Department  have  long 
been  distinct  from  those  of  the  Missionary  Department.  The 
publishing  of  books,  pamphlets,  periodicals,  maps,  charts,  cards, 
leaflets,  and  lesson  schemes  is  carried  forward : 

I.  As  an  important  branch  of  our  missionary  operations. 

n.  A»  furnishing  pastors^  teachers  and  others  toith  materials 
for  the  study  of  the  Bible. 

III.  As  providing  individuals  and  families  with  "  moral  and 
religious  literature.** 

In  the  matter  of  periodical  literature  for  children,  and  for 
teachers  also,  as  well  as  in  the  line  of  juvenile  books,  the  Society 
was  a  pioneer.  The  list  of  publications  has  increased  until  the 
entire  number  issued  exceeds  two  thousand.  The  value  of  books, 
papers,  etc.,  circulated  through  sale  and  donation  (1824-1876) 
is  nearly  or  quite  six  and  one-half  million  dollars.     Surely  this 
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work  must  be  counted  a  large  factor  in  the  religious  education 
of  the  nation. 

Our  Department  of  Missions,  through  the  early  and  continued 
labors  of  faithful  missionaries,  and  through  the  use  it  has  made 
of  printed  material,  constantly  furnished  by  the  Society,  suited 
to  existing  educational  needs,  has  been  an  honored  instrumental- 
ity in  bringing  the  American  Sunday-school  system  into  sym- 
metry and  efficiency.  The  value  to  the  country  of  this  agency 
for  Sunday-school  extension  may  be  seen  by  a  glance  at  the 
following  statistics.  As  an  aggregate  of  pioneer  work  to  March 
1,  1876,  it  counts 

Sundat/schoola  set  in  operationy  .  .  63,793 
Teachers  in  these  new  schoohy  .  .  .  419,796 
Scholars  gathered  in^        ....   2,745,610 

Besides  this  primary  work  of  giving  a  Sunday-school,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  every  locality  in  need  of  it,  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union  has  endeavored  to  encourage  and  strengthen 
weak  organizations  on  every  hand,  by  furnishing  the  personal 
counsel  and  instruction  of  skilled  workers,  or  by  the  bestowal  of 
books,  papers,  etc.  The  number  of  instances  in  which  this  ser- 
vice has  been  rendered  now  exceeds  ninety-three  thousand^  and 
the  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  upon  schools  thus  fostered 
exceeds  ^ve  million. 

TEE  nFTT-SEOOND  TEAB-(lCaroh  1, 1875,  to  Haroh  1, 1876). 

We  are  called  upon,  first  of  all,  to  thank  God  for  the  good 
measure  of  prosperity  and  blessing  vouchsafed  to  our  Society 
during  its  fifty-second  year.  We  also  return  thanks  to  the 
many  friends  through  whom  prosperity  and  blessing  have  come ; 
to  churches,  Sunday-schools  and  individuals  nobly  sustaining 
our  missionaries  in  the  field ;  to  railway  companies  granting  im- 
portant favors  in  the  way  of  transportation;  to  religious  and 
secular  newspapers  uniformly  making  kind  mention  of  our  work 
as  they  give  information  concerning  its  progress ;  to  pastors  and 
Christian  workers  publicly  expressing  interest  in  our  cause, 
(especially  to  the  Rev.  John  Hall^  D.D.,  of  New  York,  who 


gaTe  much  time,  during  the  summer  absence  from  his  pulpit, 
to  aiding  our  Sunday-school  missionaries  in  the  West,  and 
who  has  repeatedly  done  the  Society  most  valuable  service 
throughout  the  East) ;  and  to  the  American  Bible  Society  for 
supplying  our  missionaries  with  copies  of  the  Scriptures  for  dis- 
tribution among  the  destitute. 

With  deep  sorrow  we  record  the  decease  of  a  senior  Manager 
of  this  Society, 

Joseph  H.  Dulles. 

* 

The  death  of  Joseph  H.  Dulles,  March  12th,  1876,  removed  a 
prominent  founder  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  and 
a  leading  pioneer  Sunday-school  worker  of  America. 

Having  intellectual  powers  specially  fitted  to  give  order  and 
method  to  any  great  scheme,  he  rendered  very  important  service 
to  this  cause,  in  every  successive  step  by  which  it  was  crystallized 
into  an  effective  and  orderly  system  of  religious  culture.  Mr. 
Dulles  was  bom  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  February  7th, 
1795,  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1814,  and  soon  after  made 
Philadelphia  his  home,  where  he  was  actively  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile and  religious  enterprises  for  about  sixty  years. 

Being  an  active  manager  of  the  Sunday  and  Adult-School 
Union,  which  was  the  basis  of  the  National  Society  of  1824,  Mr. 
Dulles  was  naturally  prominent  among  those  who  organized  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union,  and  was  an  active  manager  of 
the  latter  Society  from  its  organization  to  his  death ;  was  always 
accorded  a  leading  place  upon  the  most  important  committees, 
and  was  especially  prominent  and  useful,  for  many  years,  upon 
the  Committee  of  Publication. 

He  urged  the  publication  of  The  Sunday- School  Magazine 
(the  first  American  periodical  for  Sunday-school  teachers)  in 
1823  ;  aided  in  selecting  its  editor  in  1824 ;  was  active  in  efforts 
to  secure  the  erection  of  a  building  for  the  use  of  the  Society  in 
1825 ;  wrote  the  first  Annual  Report  of  the  Society,  and  the 
address  of  the  Publication  Committee  to  the  public,  in  the  same 
year ;  compiled  the  first  Union  Primer  in  1826  ;  proposed  the 
publication  by  this  Society  of  a  cheap  Bible  and  Testament  for 
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Sunday-schools  in  1827 ;  he  nominated  and  was  sent  to  secure 
F.  A.  Packard  as  editor  in  1828 ;  warmly  advocated  the  Society's 
resolution  to  plant  a  Sunday-school  in  every  town  in  the  Valley 
of  the  Mississippi  in  1830 ;  and  in  the  same  year  proposed  the 
publication  of  the  weekly  "  Sunday- School  JoumaV  (the  first 
of  its  kind  in  this  country),  and  the  employment  of  a  special 
Secretary  to  direct  the  Missionary  operations  of  the  Society. 

His  latest  work  for  the  Society  was  but  repeating  his  earlier 
labors,  as  he  had  just  completed  a  "  New  Union  Primer,"  and 
with  characteristic  liberality  presented  the  Society  with  the  work, 
including  the  cost  of  the  engravings  and  stereotype  plates.  He 
had  also  gathered  the  material  for  a  First  Reader  to  be  prepared 
upon  the  same  advanced  plan  as  the  Primer. 

Hon.  Henry  P.  Haven, 

one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Society,  widely  known  and 
greatly  beloved,  has  also  been  recently  called  away. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Haven  occurred  suddenly  at  his  home  in 
New  London,  Connecticut,  on  Sabbath  morning,  April  30,  1876. 
His  age  was  sixty-one  years.  Although  at  the  head  of  extensive 
commercial  interests,  and  constantly  occupying  positions  of  pub- 
lic trust,  he  found  time  for  patient  and  continued  Sunday-school 
work.  For  a  period  of  forty  years  he  most  faithfully  superin- 
tended a  little  country  Sunday-school  at  Waterford,  Connecticut, 
four  miles  from  his  home,  and  for  more  than  twenty  years  had,  in 
addition  to  this  labor,  been  the  superintendent  of  the  large 
Sunday-school  connected  with  his  home  church  at  New  London. 
Mr.  Haven  has  been  a  member  of  the  Committee  charged  with 
selecting  the  International  Sunday-School  Lessons  since  its  first 
formation.  Previous  to  his  decease,  he  was  supporting  a  mis- 
sionary of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union.  His  loss  will 
also  be  deeply  felt  by  various  other  benevolent  organizations. 

BEFOBT  OF  TEE  OOMMITTEE  OF  PUBUOATIOH. 

During  the  past  year,  twenty-one  new  publications  have  been 
issued^   of  which   seventeen  were  original  and  four  reprints. 
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Among  them  is  a  "New  Union  Primer;  or,  First  Book  for 
Children/'  for  the  special  use  of  Sunday-school  teachers  and 
parents,  to  enable  the  pupil  to  learn  to  read  by  an  easy  process. 
A  new  singing-book,  entitled  "  Calvary  Songs,"  prepared  for 
the  Society  by  the  Rev*  Charles  S.  Robinson,  D.D.,  and  Theo- 
dore E.  Perkins,  has  just  been  published  in  response  to  a  call 
from  a  large  number  of  Sunday-school  workers,  and  is  meeting 
with  a  very  favorable  reception.  The  result  of  Rev.  Dr.  New- 
ton's visit  to  Palestine,  told  in  his  inimitable  style,  has  been 
issued  in  a  handsomely  bound  volume,  entitled  "Illustrated 
Rambles  in  the  Holy  Land,"  and  should  be  in  the  possession  of 
every  Sunday-school  teacher. 

Additional  volumes  of  The  Scholar's  Hand-Booh  have  been 
issued  the  during  past  year,  and  have  gained  even  wider  circula- 
tion than  former  volumes,  and  have  also  been  translated  into 
foreign  languages  for  the  use  of  Sunday-schools  abroad. 

PERIODICALS. 

The  Society  now  has  eight  distinct  periodical  publications ;  one 
issued  semi-monthly,  four  monthly,  and  three  quarterly. 

1.  The  Sunday- School  Worlds  presenting  lesson  helps,  methods 
of  teaching,  the  extension  and  progress  of  Sunday-schools  at 
home  and  abroad. 

2.  The  Advanced  Lesson  Paper^  for  Bible  and  advanced 
classes. 

3.  The  Intermediate  Lesson  Paper^  for  less  advanced 
scholars. 

4.  The  Primary  Lesson  Paper^  for  the  younger  scholars. 

5.  Large  Review  Charty  three  and  a  half  by  five  feet,  for  use 
in  the  school  room. 

6.  The  Superintendents'  Review  Paper,  giving  review  plans 
specially  prepared  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  superintendent. 

7.  The  Teachers'  and  Scholars*  Review  Paper,  with  helps  in 
review  studies,  responsive  readings,  ic,  for  teachers  and 
scholars. 

8.  The  (Thud's  World,  issued  monthly  and  semi-monthly,  a 
handsomely-illustrated  paper  for  children  and  youth. 
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Whenever  methoda  of  teaching  and  of  work  already  ia  naa 
seemed  only  inadequately  Baited  to  the  advancing  progress  of  the 
cause,  it  has  been  the  aim  of  the  conductors  of  these  joarnala  to 
ascertain  and  suggest  new  modes  and  plans,  which  would  prove 
more  suitable  and  efficient.  Kothing  has  been  accepted  simply  be- 
cause of  its  novelty,  and  nothing  rejected  simply  because  it  was 
old,  but  the  purpose  baa  been  to  retun  and  introduce  whatever 
prombed  to  be  really  aseful  in  forwarding  the  Sunday-school 
cause.  The  many  new  features  now  in  wide  use,  which  have 
been  introduced  through  these  journals,  indicate  tJiat  our  work 
in  this  line  has  been  fully  appreciated. 
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We  now  call  attention  to  the  following  brief  extracts  from 
reports  made  by  some  one  or  more  of  the  workers  in  each  de- 
partment named  in  the  above  schedule. 


NEW  ENGLAND. 

Kev.  Henry  Clay  Trumbull  continued  his  work  as  Kormal 
Secretary  and  Secretary  of  Missions  for  the  New  England  De- 
partment until  July  1st,  when,  having  accepted  the  editorship  of 
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the  Sunday-School  TtmeSy  he  withdrew  from  our  service  to  enter 
upon  his  duties  in  connection  with  that  paper.  While  we  deeply 
regret  his  withdrawal  from  a  field  of  labor  in  which  he  has  been 
60  eminently  successful,  we  are  cheered  by  the  fact  that  he  is  in 
a  position  for  which  his  past  experience  has  so  well  qualified  him, 
and  is  still  laboring  for  the  religious  education  of  the  young. 

John  D.  Wattles,  for  several  years  Missionary  for  Connecti- 
cut and  Secretary  of  the  Connecticut  Sunday-School  Teachers' 
Association,  resigned  his  position  to  assume  the  duties  of  busi- 
ness manager  of  the  Times.  He  was  enthusiastic  and  untiring 
in  his  devotion  to  the  cause,  and  will  be  greatly  missed  by  the 
Sunday-school  workers  of  the  State. 

Nelson  Kingsbury,  having  been  appointed  Secretary  of  Mis- 
sions for  the  New  England  Department,  entered  upon  his  duties 
July  1st,  since  which  time  he  has  been  actively  and  successfully 
prosecuting  the  work. 

During  the  year  just  closed  Rev.  S.  H.  Record  has  organized 
21  schools,  comprising  99  teachers  and  610  scholars;  visited  171 
other  schools,  having  a  total  membership  of  20,200 ;  made  1451 
▼isits  to  families  and  given  71  sermons  and  addresses.  To  accom- 
plish this  he  has  traveled  6730  miles.     This  worker  reports : 

In  addition  to  the  organization  of  new  Sunday-schools,  much 
time  has  been  spent  revisiting  and  encouraging  schools  in  Rhode 
Island  and  central  Massachusetts,  organized  in  previous  years, 
and  in  reopening  those  which  had  for  any  reason  suspended. 

While  some  schools  have  persisted  in  the  unnecessary  and 
mischievous  practice  of  closing  during  the  winter  months,  and  as 
a  natural  result,  after  some  years,  suspending  wholly,  the  mis- 
sionary has  been  much  encouraged  to  find  that  the  schools 
organized  eight,  ten  and  twelve  years  ago  have  generally  not 
only  continued  in  existence,  but  have  increased  in  numbers  and 
interest  and  become  permanent  institutions,  and  in  several  in- 
stances developed  into  churches. 

Especial  effort  has  also  been  made  to  secure  reports  from  those 
schools,  previously  organized,  which  had  not  for  some  time  been 
personally  visited.  Circulars  of  inquiry  were  sent  to  a  large 
number  of  these  schools,  and  many  of  the  replies  are  very  en- 
couraging, showing  that  much  earnest  and  eflScient  work  has  been 
done  for  the  Master.  Souls  have  been  converted,  harmony  has 
taken  the  place  of  neighborhood  discord,  and  good  order  and  a 
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higher  Christian  intelligence  have  been  the  evident  results  of  the 
Bible  schools.  The  number  of  conversions  reported  in  less  than 
fifty  schools  is  over  350,  and  many  persons  have  been  induced 
to  attend  religious  services  who  have  heretofore  wholly  neglected 
them. 

In  reviewing  that  part  of  his  field  where  his  first  Sunday- 
schools  were  organized,  the  heart  of  the  missionary  has  often 
been  greatly  cheered  by  being  brought  directly  into  contact  with 
those  who  were  at  the  time  of  his  previous  visits  either  irreligious 
or  opposers  of  Christianity,  but  who  now  are  humble  Christians, 
earnest  and  active  in  the  cause  of  their  Redeemer. 

He  also  had  some  pleasant  surprises  in  meeting  several  of  the 
superintendents  of  his  earlier  schools  now  pastors  of  churches, 
stimulated  by  their  missionary  labor  in  those  little  Bible  schools 
to  prepare  themselves  for  a  life  work  of  preaching  the  Gospel. 
One  Sabbath  morning  the  missionary  found  himself  in  a  church, 
the  pastor  of  which  he  recognized  as  the  superintendent  of  the 
first  mission  school  which  he  organized.  He  had  entirely  lost 
sight  of  him,  and  was  surprised  to  find  that  he  had  been  already 
five  years  a  pastor.  The  missionary  received  a  hearty  welcome 
to  the  pulpit,  a  most  emphatic  endorsement  of  the  work  of  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union  and  a  liberal  contribution  from 
the  people  to  the  missionary  work  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Leonard  W.  Parish  began  his  services  as  Missionary  for 
Connecticut,  August  12th,  and  up  to  March  1st  had  visited  and 
aided  25  Sunday-schools^  containing  651  teachers  and  5853 
scholars.  In  addition  to  this  he  has,  as  Secretary  of  the  Con- 
necticut Sunday-School  Teachers'  Association,  attended  several 
conventions  and  institutes  in  different  parts  of  the  State. 

Large  and  enthusiastic  Union  meetings  have  been  held  in 
Boston  and  Providence,  besides  smaller  ones  in  other  places. 
The  effect  of  these  meetings  has  been  to  awaken  new  interest  in 
our  cause  and  largely  increase  the  number  of  our  friends  and 
helpers.  The  list  of  Sunday-schools  aiding  us  is  steadily  in- 
creasing, and  frequent  testimony  to  the  excellent  reflex  influence 
of  such  aid  is  received  from  schools,  which  have  long  been  con- 
tributing to  our  cause,  in  various  parts  of  New  England. 

Notwithstanding  the  depression  in  business  which  has  been  so 
severely  felt  in  all  parts  of  New  England,  our  receipts  have  been 
fully  up  to  the  average  of  previous  years,  for  which  we  render 
grateful  thanks  to  the  Giver  of  every  good  and  every  perfect  gift. 


18 


NEW  YORK. 

F.  H.  Wisewell,  Secretary  of  the  New  York  Missionary  De- 
partment, reports : 

The  year  has  been  relatively  and  absolutely  one  of  unusual 
prosperity,  the  amount  received  for  missionary  work  exceeding 
the  contributions  of  any  previous  year  since  1870.  A  generous 
church  collection,  received  early  in  the  year  from  the  Fifth 
Avenue  Presbyterian  Church,  New  York  (Rev.  Dr.  Hairs),  gave 
encouraging  promise  of  increased  aid  from  other  liberal  and  dis- 
criminating givers.  Despite  the  long-continued  depression  of 
commercial  interests,  that  promise  has  been  nobly  fulfilled,  and 
the  record  of  this  department  calls  for  sincerest  gratitude. 

The  fifty-second  anniversary  meeting  of  the  Society,  transferred 
firom  Philadelphia  and  held  at  the  Academy  of  Music,  New  York, 
on  the  evening  of  May  18th,  called  together  a  large  audience  of 
influential  firiends,  and  the  interest  awakened  has  been  helpful 
throughout  the  year.  So  also  the  special  religious  services 
held  under  the  leadership  of  the  evangelists,  Dwight  L.  Moody 
and  Ira  D.  Sankey,  like  the  Evangelical  Alliance  meetings  of 
1874,  have  had  the  effect  of  turning  the  hearts  of  Christian  people 
to  such  work  as  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  seeks  to  do 
for  our  common  humanity  in  the  name  of  our  common  Lord.  We 
may  also  mention  that  several  missionary  brethren  from  the  West 
and  South  have  during  the  year  visited  this  field,  everywhere  re- 
ceiving welcome  and  encouragement,  and  doing  good  service  in 
churches  and  Sabbath-schools  by  the  recital  of  their  missionary 
labors  and  experience. 

In  all  the  large  cities  of  the  Empire  State  mission  Sunday- 
school  work  is  becoming  increasingly  important.  Mission  chapels 
are  constantly  multiplying  in  number,  some  of  them  being  remark- 
able for  their  ample  accommodations  and  complete  equipment. 
In  some  instances  wealthy  churches  have  expended  nearly  or 
quite  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  upon  single  mission  enter- 
prises, the  main  consideration  being  the  religious  care  and  in- 
struction of  the  children  in  the  districts  where  the  chapels  are 
located. 
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Country  churches  are  also  giving  increased  attention  to  mission 

Sunday-school  work  in  outlying  districts.    There  are  yet  localities, 

however,  where  church  influence  may  be  well  supplemented  by 

missionary  labor,  and  in  such  places  we  have  organized  during 

the  year  fourteen  new  Sunday-schools,  besides  visiting  and  aiding 

with  donations  a  much  larger  number.     A  missionary  worker 

who  has  been  in  service  for  several  years  reports : 

I  think  that  in  no  previous  year  of  my  labors  has  there  been 
so  much  good  done  as  during  the  past  year.  One  little  girl  nine 
years  old,  attending  Sunday-school  for  the  first  time  last  summer, 
has  given  her  heart  to  the  Saviour,  and  been  the  means  of  the 
conversion  of  her  mother  and  two  sisters  by  bringing  them  into 
the  Sunday-school  and  prayer-meeting.  The  children  of  a  Roman 
Catholic  family  attended  another  Sunday-school  all  summer,  and 
now  children  and  parents  have  come  to  Christ.  In  some  of  the 
Sunday-schools  we  organized  last  spring  prayer-meetings  have 
been  started,  preaching  has  been  secured,  and  many  have  been 
brought  under  the  influence  of  the  Gospel.  During  the  winter 
we  have  held  some  thirteen  Sunday-school  meetings  for  the 
especial  benefit  of  superintendents  and  teachers.  These  meetings 
have  been  well  attended,  and  the  need  of  better  preparation  for 
work  seems  to  be  more  realized  than  ever  before.  A  deep 
religious  interest  now  prevails,  and  many  are  coming  to  Christ. 


NEW  JERSEY. 

J.  K.  F.  Stites  records  more  work  accomplished  than  he 
has  been  able  to  perform  during  any  previous  year.  Some 
items  in  his  report  are  of  significant  interest  because  of  the 
proximity  of  his  field  to  such  great  commercial  centres  as  New 
York  and  Philadelphia.  Within  the  distance  of  a  day's  ride 
from  us  we  come  upon  localities  where  ignorance  of  religious 
truth  and  spiritual  destitution  are  sadly  apparent.  Along 
the  line  of  new  railways,  where  population  is  now  rapidly  increas- 
ing, and  especially  in  " The  Pines,"  (New  Jersey's  "Egypt,") 
there  is  a  real  and  urgent  demand  for  Sunday-school  missionary 
effort.  That  the  work  thus  lying  at  its  door  has  not  been  en- 
tirely neglected  by  the  American  Sunday-school  Union  may  be 
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Been  from  a  partial  exhibit  of  statistics  for  the  past  year,  as 
reported  by  Mr.  Stites : 

Forty  new  Sunday-schools  organized. 

Nearly  two  thotisand  children  gathered. 

One  church  organized  from  a  Union  Sunday-school. 

Three  new  chapels  erected  for  Sunday-school  use. 

Two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  conversions  in  Sunday-schools. 

As  he  b^ns  a  review  of  the  year  the  missiouary  says : 

I  think  I  may  report  a  deeper  interest  in  our  cause  than  has 
erer  been  manifested  before  during  my  many  years  of  service. 

And  in  conclusion : 

Much  remains  to  be  done.  The  demands  upon  me  are  press- 
ing, but,  trusting  in  God,  I  cheerfully  go  forward  into  another 
year.     I  love  my  calling. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  labors  of  the  missionaries  in  Pennsylvania  have  chiefly 
been  confined  to  mountain  counties  in  the  central  portion  of  the 
State.     We  give  a  condensed  report  from  each. 

FROM   REV.   R.   CRITTENDEN: 

Twenty-four  new  schools  have  been  organized,  and  seventy 
weak  schools  have  been  strengthened  by  direct  assistance  rendered 
at  different  times,  besides  many  others  indirectly  aided.  Thirty- 
five  convention  and  institute  sessions  have  been  held,  chiefly  in 
country  places,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  most  in  need  of 
encouragement.  Last  fall  special  endeavors  were  made  to  en- 
courage schools  to  continue  their  sessions  through  the  winter,  or 
to  form  Bible  classes  m  cases  where  the  school  could  not  be  sus- 
tained. These  efforts  have  been  successful  beyond  any  previous 
year.  Many  hopeful  conversions  have  taken  place  among  the 
members  of  schools  that  have  been  continued  through  the  winter 
for  the  first  time.  Fifty  church  edifices  erected  in  this  section 
of  our  State  within  the  past  six  years  have  sprung  up  in  connec- 
tion with  Union  Sunday-schools.  The  Union  school  for  Bible 
study  on  the  Lord's  day  was  the  pioneer  in  every  case.  These 
churches  are  quite  equally  distributed  among  the  several  religious 
denominations. 
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The  excellent  report  of  Missionary  J.  B.  Baughman  gives  in 
detail  the  following  list  of  substantial  encouragements. 

Sunday-schools  are  better  attended  than  ever  before  daring  my 
term  of  service  (nine  years). 

Lessons  are  more  thoroughly  studied,  and  with  an  evident  de- 
sire to  understand  more  perfectly  the  Sacred  Word. 

Teachers'  meetings  are  better  sustained,  and  are  becoming 
quite  indispensable. 

District  institutes  are  now  reralarly  held,  and  are  growing  in 
interest.  In  some  places  church  edifices  prove  too  small  to  hold 
the  number  of  workers  that  gather. 

Prayer-meetings  are  multiplying. 

Pastors  are  preaching  to  the  children. 

The  children's  love  for  singing  is  more  considered  in  the  selec- 
tion of  music  for  church  service,  and  many  children  are  being 
won  to  the  church  thereby. 

Many  are  being  brought  to  a  personal  and  saving  faith  in 
Christ.  In  one  town  alone  some  five  hundred  souls  are  rejoicing 
in  a  new  life. 

The  general  adoption  of  the  uniform  lesson  system  is  tending 
to  the  permanence  and  increased  value  of  all  Sunday-school 
missionary  work. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  urgent  need  for  religious  instruction 

in  certain  districts,  he  says : 

I  have  during  the  past  year  found  some  localities  where  the 
people  are  very  destitute.  In  canvassing  South  Mountain  I  met 
a  number  of  Protestant  families  who  were  deprived  of  both  church 
and  Sunday-school  privileges.  Some  persons  had  not  heard  a 
sermon  preached  for  two  years,  and  some  youngpeople  had  never 
heard  the  Gospel  preached  in  their  lives.  The  children  were 
quite  wild.  They  would  generally  run  away  and  hide  themselves 
whenever  I  came  toward  their  homes.  Some  mothers  seemed  to 
feel  their  privations  most  keenly.  The  people  were  all  slad  when 
I  told  them  about  starting  a  Sunday-school.  I  found  a  dilapi- 
dated school-house  and  made  an  appointment  for  a  meeting  there. 
On  the  following  Sunday,  an  hour  before  the  time,  the  house  was 
more  than  full.  All  listened  with  great  attention.  A  young 
man  agreed  to  act  as  Superintendent,  although  to  do  so  he  must 
walk  four  miles  every  Sabbath.  Bringing  Jesus  to  destitute 
families  is  a  blessed  part  of  our  work. 

FROM  BEV.   C.   BEIMENSNTDEB  : 

In  some  sections  of  my  field  a  prejudice  still  exists  against 
having  Sunday-schools  in  churches.    I  have  found  large  schools 


disagreeably  crowded  into  small  school-houses  within  a  few  hun- 
dred yards  of  large  and  comfortable  churches,  from  which  they 
were  excluded.  One  such  school,  containing  one  hundred  and 
thirty  scholars,  was  densely  crowded  into  a  small  school-house, 
while  quite  near  was  a  new,  large  and  comfortable  church,  which  , 
it  was  not  allowed  to  enter.  This  unreasonable  prejudice,  how- 
ever, like  that  against  the  Sunday-school  itself,  is  steadily  passing 
away,  and  we  can  look  forward  more  hopefully  to  the  time  as  not 
far  distant  when  we  shall  have  Sunday-schools  wherever  they  are 
needed,  and  when  churches  everywhere  will  be  open  to  them. 


OHIO  AND  INDIANA. 

Rev.  B.  W.  Childlaw,  Superintendent, 

I  have  just  received  mj  fortieth  commission  from  the  American 
Sanday-School  Union,  and  feel  thankful  that  I  have  been  per- 
mitted to  see  so  many  years  of  service,  and  to  enjoy  so  manifestly 
the  approving  smile  of  our  Heavenly  Father.  I  errter  upon 
another  year  cheered  by  the  confidence  and  affection  of  the  officers 
and  managers  of  the  Society  I  serve,  and  encouraged  by  the 
generous  support  of  that  esteenfed  Christian  friend  in  New 
York  who  has  so  long  and  so  nobly  sustained  me. 

In  the  line  of  work  accomplished,  a  review  of  the  year  shows 
the  following  items : 

Twenty-one  new  Sunday-schools  set  in  operation. 

A  number  of  county  conventions  organized. 

Existing  county  organizations  revived  and  stimulated  to 
aggressive  work. 

jMultiplied  labors  in  conventions  and  institutes.  Including  the 
International  Sunday-School  Convention  at  Baltimore,  our  own 
State  Conventions  for  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  an  unusual  list  of 
county  conventions  and  local  institutes,  the  opporiunities  for 
speaking  on  behalf  of  children  and  youth  have  been  many  in 
number,  and  I  trust  not  altogether  lost. 

Sixteen  thousand  five  hundred  miles  travelled. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-six  Sunday-school  addresses  delivered. 

Eighty  sermons  preached. 

HARVESTING. 

Most  of  the  time  your  missionary  has  been  occupied  in  seed-. 
sawing,  bat  since  last  December,  even  under  winter  skies,  his 
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labors,  through  the  Divine  favor,  have  been  in  the  spiritual  )iar- 
vest  field,  gathering  sheaves  for  the  Master.  In  five  localities, 
through  the  invitation  of  pastors  and  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendents, he  has  labored  with  great  joy,  and  many  have  been 
added  unto  the  Lord.  By  far  the  greater  proportion  of  those 
brought  into  the  kingdom  have  been  from  the  Sunday-school 
ranks.  In  one  place,  out  of  forty-two  added  to  the  church  thirty 
were  Sunday-school  pupils.  Nearly  all  wBo  had  continued  faithful 
in  attendance  and  study  found  the  light  of  life.  I  have  observed 
that  such  recruits  to  the  Lord's  army  are  generally  intelligent, 
and  ready  for  Christian  service. 


MICHIGAN. 

Rev.  Thomas  Wright,  Superintendent. 

The  first  Sunday-schools  in  Michigan  were  established  in  the 
year  1820,  one  in  Detroit  and  the  other  in  Monroe.  Both  were 
Union  organizations  connected  with  Union  societies.  In  the  case 
of  each  school  one  person  from  among  the  first  band  of  teachers 
still  survives.  Detroit  was  then  a  village  of  1400  inhabitants. 
It  now  numbers  100,000,  and  that  first  "Protestant  Society," 
with  its  Union  Sunday-school,  lives  on  in  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  and  Sunday-school  in  Detroit.  The  present  superin- 
tendent, Hon.  Alanson  Sheley,  has  erected  a  place  of  business 
upon  the  spot  of  ground  where  the  original  organization  held  its 
meetings.  Of  the  school  at  Monroe  a  reliable  record  has  been 
preserved.  For  a  long  time  its  sessions  were  held  in  the  old 
Court  House,  but  finally  the  school  was  merged  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  now  has  a  beautiful  chapel  of  its  own.  It  is 
worthy  of  note  that  this  school  has  been  for  thirty-three  years 
under  the  continued  superintendence  of  William  H.  Boyd, 
who  has  otherwise  rendered  efiScient  service  to  the  Sunday-school 
cause  in  Michigan. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  first  Sunday-schools  in  Michigan  the 
population  of  the  State  has  increased  from  8000  to  1,300,000, 
and  though  Sunday-school  work  has  in  one  sense  hardly  kept 
full  pace  with  this  augmentation  of  numbers,  yet,  thanks  to 
faithful  Christian  immigrants,  and  to  the  American  Sunday- 
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school  Unioiiy  our  Sunday-schools  are  nambered  by  thousands. 
Looking  to  the  farther  extension  of  religious  privileges  to  our 
most  remote  and  needy  settlements,  a  commendable  zeal  and 
libehility  is  shown  by  our  Christian  citizens.  Those  who  are 
mterested  in  the  purpose  and  spirit  of  our  work  may  be  glad  to 
note  the  following  brief  paragraphs  from  missionary  workers. 

FROM  REV.   B.  A.    SEAMAN: 

The  first  school  I  organized  this  year  was  among  winter-green 
pickers.  (The  winter-green  leaves  are  gathered  to  be  distilled  for 
oil.)  A  large  family  of  boys  from  a  Roman  Catholic  family  are 
among  its  most  active  members. 

On  the  north  side  of  Muskegon  Lake  a  school  was  organized 
in  a  mixed  community  of  foreigners  and  Americans.  For  a 
while  frequent  visits  were  necessary  to  keep  it  going.  In  fact 
the  missionary  was  obliged  to  open  the  house  and  build  the  fires, 
but  it  is  now  one  of  the  best  schools  under  my  care. 

At  Fox  Lake  the  people  were  divided,  and  makiuff  themselves 
unhappy  over  two  opposing  Sunday-schools  in  their  little  settle- 
ment. They  were  persuaded  to  unite  in  maintaining  one  school, 
which  has  since  succeeded  finely. 

At  another  point  a  lady  superintendent  was  chosen,  although 
she  must  travel  two  miles  in  a  lumber  wagon  with  an  ox  team  in 
order  to  attend. 

The  Sunday-school  at  Elmwood,  organized  in  a  wood  shed, 
with  seventeen  scholars,  has  been  furnished  a  comfortable  new 
school-house,  and  numbers  above  forty  members.  The  missionary 
offered  the  first  prayer  ever  uttered  in  public  in  that  settlement. 

On  one  occasion  1  was  obliged  to  pass  the  night  in  a  little 
hovel,  with  a  hermit  who  lives  alone  with  his  bird  and  cat,  five 
miles  from  any  other  human  habitation.  I  was  very  thankful 
for  his  humble  fare,  except  the  tea,  which  was  made  very  strong 
from  the  herb  called  thoroughwort.  It  seemed  a  great  luxury 
to  him.  With  a  bundle  of  straw  for  my  bed  and  a  bag  of  beans 
for  my  pillow,  I  slept  soundly,  and  finished  my  journey  before 
breakfast. 

FROM   ALVIN   UPSON: 

This  report  closes  my  twenty-fourth  year  of  work  under 
direction  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union.  During  the 
last  year  I  have  travelled  by  private  conveyance  1844  pailes  and 
by  railway  2281  miles.  I  have  assisted  in  organizing  21  new 
Sunday-schools  and  have  visited  or  aided  57  others. 
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Sometimes  the  aid  extended  to  struggling  schools  is  most  op- 
portune. I  recall  one  instance  in  which  it  seemed  very  timely. 
The  librarian's  house  had  been  destroyed  by  fire,  and  of  course 
the  library  was  burned  with  it.  Supposing  that  further  supplies 
were  beyond  their  reach,  the  school  was  to  be  abandoned.  They 
seemed  very  glad  to  see  the  old  missionary,  and  were  joyfully 
surprised  when  he  promptly  supplied  them  with  a  new  library, 
hymn  books  and  all,  at  small  expense  to  themselves. 

In  visiting  a  school  organized  by  me  thirteen  years  ago,  I  met 
a  minister  who  gave  mo  tiding  of  two  other  schools  I  organized 
twelve  or  fifteen  years  ago.  One  of  them  now  has  a  membership 
of  93  and,  although  in  a  farming  community,  a  neat  little  church 
and  parsonage  have  been  built. 

FROM  E.  s.  ingersoll: 

During  seventeen  years  of  service  for  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union,  I  have  organized  over  600  Sunday  schools  in 
Michigan.  Some  pastors  of  our  churches  were  once  pupils  in 
these  schools,  and  many  superintendents  now  in  active  service 
were  once  scholars  in  the  little  log  cabin  Sunday-schools  organ- 
ized by  the  missionary. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  way  in  which  our  schools  sometimes 
thrive  under  adverse  circumstances,  I  may  mention  one  locality 
where  a  school  was  set  in  operation  last  year.  The  only  person 
available  for  superintendent  was  the  lady  who  taiight  the  day- 
school.  She  is  lame,  and  has  a  family  consisting  of  her  husband 
and  four  children,  involving  severe  domestic  labor,  yet  she 
bravely  undertook  the  Sunday-school  work.  A  recent  letter  from 
the  district  declares:  "Our  Sunday-school  is  in  good  condition. 
We  have  lost  none  from  our  list,  but  almost  every  Sabbath  have 
an  addition  of  one  or  more  names.  The  dancing  parties  are 
almost  entirely  given  up." 

FROM   HENRT  DENSMORE : 

Laid  aside  by  sickness  during  the  early  portion  of  the  year,  I 
have  yet  organized  sixteen  new  Sunday-schools.  The  Lord  has 
done  wondrous  things  in  the  new  settlements  during  the  winter. 

"  Do  you  remember  the  Sunday-school  you  organized  last  fall 
in  the  settlement  where  there  were  but  five  families,  and  three  of 
them  Swedes?*'  writes  a  minister.  "Well,  I  am  preaching  there 
iK)w,  and  five  beads  of  these  families  have  joined  my  home  church 
ten  miles  from  their  settlement." 

Fxom  another  point  a  hundred  miles  away  a  lady  writes :  "We 
shall*  never  forget  the  happy  time  we  had  last  fall  when  you 
visited  us.    We  have  had  a  revival  interest  in  our  settlement  ever 
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ffince.*'  Daring  the  visit  referred  to  there  were  two  little  girls 
who  Cftme  into  the 'house  while!  was  addressing  the  people.  I 
noticed  that  they  looked  very  tired  and  that  they  seemed  to 
recognize  me.  When  I  had  concluded  they  came  forward  to 
shake  hands  with  me,  saying : 

**  Don't  you  know  us.    We  are  Mr.  W 's  girls.    You  gave 

some  dresses  to  us  three  years  ago.  We  heard  you  were  to  be 
here  to-day,  and  we  were  bound  to  see  you." 

"But  how  did  you  get  here?" 

"  Why,  we  walked  seven  miles  through  the  woods.     Father 
has  died  since  you  were  at  our  house,  and  we  want  you  to  come 
to  see  us  if  you  can."     The  father  was  a  cripple,   and,  the  . 
family  being   very  poor,  I  had   helped   them   to   second-hand 
clothing. 


THE  NORTHWEST 
F.  G.  Ensign,  Superintendent. 

The  records  show  that  in  our  field-work  813  new  Sunday- 
schools  have  been  formed  this  yeiskr,  and  996  other  schools  aided. 
The  combined  membership  is  5146  teachers  and  41,397  scholars. 
The  families  visited  number  3297,  the  religious  meetings  held 
1333,  and  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  distributed,  3291. 

We  have  given  special  attention  to  schools  previously  organ- 
ired,  following  up  the  work  heretofore  begun  so  that  it  may  be 
permanent.  This  will  be  apparent  from  the  large  number  of 
schools  aided.  Aiding  a  school,  however,  does  not  merely  mean 
supplying  it  with  a  library,  but  the  imparting  of  instruction  in 
regard  to  the  way  in  which  work  may  be  accomplished.  From 
bis  practical  experience,  a  wise  missionary  is  enabled  to  secure 
the  cooperation  of  the  people,  and  lead  them  on  to  take  such  an 
interest  in  the  work  of  the  school  as  to  insure  its  being  main- 
tained. For  instance,  one  of  our  missionaries  visited  a  school 
not  long  since  where  the  oflScers  thought  a  new  library  was 
greatly  needed,  and  at  once  importuned  him  for  a  gift.  Before 
granting  a  donation,  he  proposed  that  a  meeting  be  called  and 
the  matter  fairly  presented  to  the  people.  This  was  done,  and, 
to  their  own  amazement,  the  sum  of  fifti/  dollars  was  raised  for 
a  library.     The  aid  of  the  missionary  therefore  counted  just 
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fifty  dollars  to  that  Sunday-school.  It  is  easy  to  pauperize  and 
enfeeble  a  school  by  giving  it  gratuitous  aid  instead  of  stirring 
it  to  work.  This  point  we  guard  well,  and  it  serves  to  make 
our  missionary  force  a  reliable  and  intelligent  medium  for  the 
disbursing  of  benevolent  funds. 

Through  convention  and  institute  work  we  are  showing 
teachers  and  officers  in  new  settlements  how  they  may  accom- 
plish most  in  their  high  calling.  These  gatherings  have  been 
quietly  held  in  remote  places  where  Sunday-school  people  most 
need  instruction.  The  meetings  have  been  especially  useful  to 
teachers,  because  the  exercises  have  not  been  hurried,  but  time 
enough  has  been  allowed  to  secure  a  full  and  careful  discussion 
of  questions  upon  which  practical  information  was  desired. 
These  conventions  have  been  led  by  workers  who  are  con- 
versant with  the  needs  of  the  people.  In  Minnesota,  Henry 
Plant,  of  Minneapolis,  has  done  most  excellent  volunteer 
service  in  this  direction,  and  will  continue  to  give  his  time  to  it. 
A  result  of  such  labor  is  already  seen  in  the  increasing  number 
of  schools  that  are  never  suspended. 

We  find  God's  revealed  truth  to  be  the  only  basis  upon  which 
the  diverse  elements  we  encounter  can  be  united.  A  grateful 
father  on  the  far  frontier  of  Nebraska,  who  says  that  his  own 
^^  stony  heart  has  been  turned  to  a  heart  of  fiesh,"  sends  also 
the  testimony:  ^^Pen  and  ink  can  give  but  a  faint  description' 
of  the  joy  I  felt  when  my  son  James  and  my  daughter  Annie 
came  weeping  to  the  foot  of  the  cross." 

But  the  missionaries  laboring  for  the  salvation  of  other  pre- 
cious  sons  and  daughters  in  the  Northwest  must  have  the  oppor*  ^ 
t unity  to  make  a  brief  record  of  their  work. 

AliOm  THE  SOAHDIITATIAirS  OF  HnnrESOTA. 

The  Scandinavian  population  of  Minnesota  is  now  set  down 
at  88,825.  Adding  the  children  of  Scandinavian  parentage  who 
are  American  bom,  and  the  number  will  reach  above  100,000. 
Among  this  people  we  have  two  well-qualified  missionaries  of 
Swedish  birth  and  education.     The  call  for  Sunday-school  train- 
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ing  and  instraction  on  behalf  of  this  nationality  is  unmistakable, 
and  considering  the  barriers  that  must  be  broken  down,  the  work 
has  made  cheering  and  hopeful  progress  during  the  past  four 
jears. 

FROM   WILLIAM   GUNDERSON : 

On  behalf  of  my  Scandinayian  countrymen  who  are  now  hap- 
pily engaged  in  Christian  work,  I  would^  render  sincere  thanks 
to  the  kind  Christian  lady  in  the  East  who  so  nobly  supports 
this  mission. 

Daring  the  year  I  have  orgtaized  44  new  schools,  aided  105 
feeble  ones,  and  gathered  1280  children  under  the  instruction  of 
Christian  teachers. 

The  work  has  been  spread  over  twelve  countieSy  my  most  dis- 
tant school  being  over  150  miles  from  home,  so  that  to  accom- 
plish my  labors  I  have  travelled  4123  miles. 

So  far  as  possible,  from  the  time  of  the  immigrant's  first 
landing  on  Minnesota  soil,  I  have  sought  to  present  to  him  for 
his  consideration  the  claims  of  God  upon  him  in  his  new  home. 
At  the  immigrant's  house,  on  the  cars,  or  in  the  country  store,  I 
have  called  his  attention  to  the  precious  truths  of  the  Bible.  To 
the  youth  I  have  recalled  the  sacred  promises  he  made  before 
leaving  his  former  home,  and  to  the  aged  I  have  given  the  com- 
fort of  hearing  again  in  his  own  language  the  promises  of  our 
Heavenly  Father. 

FROM   OLE   SYVERSON: 

My  labor  has  extended  over  a  wider  territoir  than  was  occu- 
pied last  year,  reaching  down  the  Minnesota  V  alley,  and  west- 
ward close  up  to  the  boundary  line  of  Dakota.  The  stream  of 
immigration,  which  has  for  some  time  been  seriously  interrupted 
by  the  grasshopper  plague  and  severe  winters,  is  now  being 
revived,  and  will  perhaps  this  year  be  larger  than  ever  before. 
An  unsettled  portion  of  Swift  county,  for  instance,  has  recently 
been  selected  for  a  colony  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  families. 
Forty  or  fifty  of  these  families  have  arrived,  and  the  others  are 
soon  expected.  Similar  arrangements  are  being  made  in  adja- 
cent counties.  My  field  is  thus  increasing  in  area  and  in  density 
of  population. 

In  all  my  new  Sunday-schools  the  attendance  has  increased 
more  or  less.  In  some  the  numbers  have  doubled  and  in  some 
the  increase  has  been  threefold.  In  a  little  Sunday-school  organ- 
ized last  July  on  the  Lacqui  Parle  river,  the  number  of  scholars 
first  enrolled  was  only  twenty-one.     One  Sunday  in  September 
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I  visited  the  school,  and  as  I  approached  the  vacant  farm-honse 
where  its  sessions  were  held,  I  saw  a  circle  of  children  gathered  . 
about  their  teacher  in  a  shed  attached  to  the  house.  I  thought 
the  key  to  the  house  must  have  been  forgotten,  but  took  hold  of 
the  latch,  and  the  door  yielded  at  once.  A  house  filled  to  its 
utmost  capacity  presented  itself  to  my  astonifihed  eyes.  Here  I 
had  the  reason  for  the  out-door  teaching.  The  aged  and  infirm 
mingled  their  trembling  voices  with  the  flute  tones  of  the  young 
in  prayer  and  praise  to  our  common  Lord. 

Among  fifteen  families  constituting  a  settlement  in  Benville 
county  only  four  Scripture  volumes  were  found.  I  furnished 
eight  families  with  Bibles  or  Testaments.  One  of  these  had 
lately  emigrated  here  from  Sweden.  They  had  a  bright-looking 
boy  of  eight  years.  As  he  caught  sight  of  a  Swedish  Bible — 
the  only  one  in  my  possession  at  that  time — he  clasped  his  hands 
around  it,  exclaiming  to  his  mother:  ^'0  mother!  here  is  the 
Book  that  was  taken  away  from  papa  at  home."  On  my  in- 
quiring as  to  the  meaning  of  these  words,  she  told  me  that 
owing  to  debt  their  whole  property  had  been  sold  from  them  in 
the  old  country — even  the  family  Bible.  "I  never  expected  to 
own  such  a  book  any  more,"  she  added,  smiling  through  tears. 


FTJBTHEB  FSOH  HnTNESOTA. 

From  among  much  interesting  material  we  select  the  following 
items  sent  by  Missionary  Martin  B.  Lewis : 

Thousands  of  miles  of  travel  and  days  of  hunger  and  weari- 
ness seem  utterly  insignificant  as  I  behold  many  neighborhoods 
rising  to  a  new  life  through  the  influence  of  our  work,  and  many 
churches  thriving  on  ground  first  occupied  by  our  Union  Sunday- 
schools. 

I  think  that  two-thirds  of  the  boys  and  girls  gathered  into 
our  prairie  schools  from  1860  to  1867  are  now  among  the  active 
Christian  workers  in  our  present  schools.  The  work  of  thus 
raising  up  Christian  teachers  is  one  of  vast  importance.  It  must 
bo  remembered  that  we  often  begin  our  work  in  localities  where 
it  would  be  folly  to  attempt  to  plant  a  church  until  the  way  has 
been  somewhat  prepared  for  it.  In  such  places  we  are  often 
straitened  for  teachers  and  superintendents.  In  many  cases 
whore  wo  are  obliged  to  lay  the  burden  of  this  work  upon  those 
who  are  without  Christ,  the  responsibility  of  the  position  has  so 
wrought  ui)on  their  consciences  that  they  have  been  driven  at  , 
once  to  seek  the  direction  of  Him  who  alone  is  able  to  guide  into 
all  truth.     Out  of  one  hufidred  and  eighty  pereons  who  have 
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tkag  been  led  to  accept  of  Christ  daring  the  past  year  aboiU  one 
hmdred  are  now  faithful  teachers  of  the  Word  among  us. 

In  reviewing  the  past,  I  recall  the  case  of  one  young  superin- 
tendent through  whose  counsels  and  instructions  about  seventy- 
fire  persons  in  his  own  school  district  are  looking  to  Christ. 
His  own  father  was  skeptical,  and  threatened  to  drive  his  son 
from  home  when  he  first  learned  that  he  had  embraced  Christian 
faith.  Now  that  father  is  a  consistent  follower  of  Jesus  and  an 
officer  in  a  church  since  organized. 

FROM   MISSIONARY   D.   H.   MASON: 

A  series  of  conventions  held  during  the  fall  and  early  winter 
surpassed  all  former  ones  in  interest  and  thorough  instruction. 
Oar  superintendents  and  teachers  realize  more  than  ever  before 
the  importance  of  a  thorough  preparation  for  their  important 
duties,  as  was  evinced  in  the  case  of  a  superintendent  who  walked 
sixteen  miles  to  attend  one  of  the  conventions.  Three  ladies 
also  came  for  a  similar  purpose  eighteen  miles  in  a  lumber  wagon. 
Another  superintendent  hired  a  man  to  take  his  place  at  labor 
while  he  came  twenty-five  miles  to  be  present  at  this  gathering 
•  of  workers. 

Revivals  of  religion  are  multiplying  on  every  hand,  and  urgent 
appeals  come  from  all  quarters  for  special  meetings  in  new  local- 
ities. A  score  of  consecrated  men  could  be  well  employed  on 
this  field  in  gathering  the  harvest  home. 

DAKOTA. 

From  Missionary  William  S.  Bell : 

In  half  of  the  neighborhoods  where  schools  have  been  organ- 
ized there  were  no  regular  religious  services  previously  held. 
In  one  community  which  I  visited  last  May  they  told  me  they 
had  only  had  three  religious  services  within  seven  years.  The 
school  organized  there  is  now  one  of  the  most  promising  on  my 
list,  and  they  have  preaching  regularly  every  Sunday.  Another 
point,  which  bears  the  suggestive  name,  Eden,  but  which  for 
years  has  borne  the  reputation  of  being  a  particularly  hard 
place,  now  supports  a  Sunday-school  and  they  have  preaching  at 
regular  intervals.  At  a  gathering  where  a  few  of  our  schools 
were  represented,  one  of  the  exercises  consisted  of  the  recitation 
bj  a  class  of  sixteen  boys  and  girls  of  the  titles,  golden  texts, 
and  central  truths  of  our  Sunday-school  lessons  for  six  months. 
A  woman  connected  with  one  of  these  schools  said  to  me,  "  Why, 
my  boy  has  learned  more  about  the  Bible  this  summer  than  I 
have  ever  learned  in  my  whole  life."     Another  woman  who  had 
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been  a  professing  Christian  for  years  said  to  me,  "I  nevqr  read 
my  Bible  half  so  much  as  I  have  since  our  Sunday-school  was 
started." 

liTEBBASEA. 

From  North  Platte  District,  Ireneus  P.  Gage : 

During  no  previous  year  have  the  new  schools  been  formed  so 
exclusively  in  destitute  districts.  In  thirteen  neighborhoods 
reached  there  is  no  pther  religious  service,  while  four  localities 
have  a  regular  ministry  and  five  others  the  occasional  preaching 
of  the  Word.  None  of  the  new  schools,  save  one,  have  had  any 
vacation  since  their  organization.         ♦         ♦         ♦         * 

The  revival  influence  which  has  been  so  general  in  the  land 
during  the  year  has  been  felt  in  my  field,  and  some  localities 
have  been  entirely  transformed.  I  cannot  tell  the  total  number 
of  conversions.         ******* 

I  have  attended  eighteen  Sunday-school  conventions  in  the 
year— one-half  of  which  were  arranged  for  and  called  by  myself — 
beside  some  half-dozen  smaller  gatherings  of  workers  in  two  or 
more  contiguous  schools.  The  good  results  flowing  from  these 
meetings  have  been  of  a  two-fold  nature.  The  education  of  the 
workers  has  given  permanency  and  value  to  the  work,  while  the 
power  of  example  and  sympathy  has  stimulated  and  encouraged 
new  work  without  the  missionary's  aid.  The  new  schools  formed 
by  Christian  people  going  to  their  homes  from  these  conventions 
filled  with  zeal  and  enthusiasm,  have  been  three  times  as  many 
in  number  as  those  I  have  organized  alone.  Indeed  it  has  been 
the  expressed  determination  of  scores  of  workers  in  more  than 
one  convention  to  go  to  their  homes  and,  by  the  help  of  God,  to 
labor  and  pray  until  the  Sunday-school  should  be  carried  to  every 
school  district  within  their  borders.  So  throughout  the  State 
the  Sunday-school  cause  has  made  steady  progress.  The  increase 
in  the  number  of  schools  during  the  year  has  been  nearly  fifty 
per  cent.  We  believe,  also,  we  are  doing  our  work  better  than 
ever  before,  although  these  early  years  of  our  history  may  be 
called  the  era  of  organization,  when  the  best  that  we  have  is  but 
crude  and  unfinished. 

From  Southern  Nebraska,  Rev.  William  Metcalf : 

I  have  organized  thirty  new  Sunday-schools  and  aided  in  some 
way  nearly  all  of  the  thirty-four  schools  started  last  year.  I 
have  travelled  through  twenty-five  counties,  and  in  many  instances 
preached  the  first  sermons  ever  beard  in  localities  where  I  have 
organized  Sunday-schools. 
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Three  churches  have  been  organized  and  some  sixty  conver- 
nons  reported  from  Sunday-schools. 

I  have  assisted  in  several  protracted  meetings,  and  have 
preached  in  large  churches  to  large  audiences,  but  oftener  to 
small  congregations  of  eager  listeners  gathered  in  the  grove,  the 
8od  school-house,  the  ^Mug-out,"  or  the  more  pretentious  new 
frame  school-house.  In  my  travels  I  have  slept  in  fine  houses, 
in  ** dug-outs"  or  "dobies,"  in  school-houses,  in  barns  and  stables^ 
and  under  my  buggy  on  the  broad  prairie.  And  I  have  made 
my  home  with  Irish  families,  and  German  families,  ^^Low 
Dutch,"  and  "High  Dutch,"  with  Bohemians,  and  Frenchmen, 
and  almost  everybody  else.  In  the  Sunday-schools  and  among 
the  families  visited  I  have  distributed  260  Bibles  and  Testaments. 


OEFTEAL  IO¥A. 

Two  workers  in  this  district,  G.  S.  Billings  and  H.  0.  Rock- 
wdl,  speak  especially  of  the  worth  of  their  work  in  promoting 
the  temperance  cause.     Mr.  Billings  writes: 

At  one  place  a  temperance  organization  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  members  was  effected,  and  by  the  blessing  of  God  it 
kiUed  out  a  saloon  lately  started  in  tne  community.  Catching 
the  spirit  of  work,  this  conmiunity  voted  to  have  a  winter  Sunday- 
school,  and  in  it  five  have  found  the  Saviour. 

At  another  point  a  little  girl  noticed  her  father  getting  his 
lantern  ready  to  go  out  in  the  evening.  She  asked  where  he 
was  going.  **To  meeting,"  was  his  reply.  "  Oh!  but  you  are 
going  to  the  saloon,"  said  the  child.  *'No,  my  daughter,"  was 
the  answer;  ^'I  am  going  to  meeting.'*  And  ne  did  come,  and 
with  his  wife  was  convicted  of  sin,  and  I  trust  converted  to  the 
Lord.  The  Sunday-schools  on  my  field  are  not  only  a  home  for 
the  young,  but  a  refuge  for  the  tempted  and  a  house  of  mercy 
to  the  perishing. 


OEiniBAL  ILLINOIS. 

D.  M.  Alter,  sixteen  years  a  missionary  of  the  Society,  counts 
his  work  hopeful  on  this  field.  He  commends  especially  the 
union  principle,  and  mentions,  in  illustration,  one  locality  where 
three  denominational  schools  had  failed,  and  where  now  he  has 
persuaded  Christians  of  different  names  to  unite  harmoniously, 
ensuring  the  success  of  the  Sunday-school. 
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EAHSAS. 

From  L.  Milton  Marsh : 

In  this  newly  organized  department  of  the  Society's  work  I 

have  had  two  helpers,  Nathaniel  Warner  and  Dana  Magoon. 

Mr.  Magoon  began  his  work  in  the  autumn,  and  has  been  very 

succeisful  in  organizing 'new  Sunday-schools,  and  the  spiritual 

results  already  reported  are  most  encouraging. 

My  own  report  shows  28  new  Sunday-schools.  I  have  also 
assisted  in  organizing  three  county  Sunday-school  associations. 
Many  places  have  been  supplied  with  weekly  religious  meetings 
for  the  first  time,  and  three  churches  have  grown  out  of  our 
schools  during  the  year.  In  one  place  the  Sabbath  was  a  day  of 
business  about  as  much  as  any  day  of  the  week ;  the  store  and 
post-office  were  open  all  day,  and  no  religious  meeting  held  in 
the  settlement.  A  Sunday-school  was  started,  interesting  the 
whole  community,  and  in  six  months  store  and  post-office  were 
closed  on  Sunday  and  a  church  organized.  In  another  place  a 
school  was  started  in  a  sod  house,  occupied  as  a  dwelling.  The 
size  of  the  house  was  about  12  by  13  feet.  The  primary  class 
was  seated  on  the  hearth  of  the  cook  stove  and  a  short  board, 
one  end  placed  on  the  hearth  and  the  other  on  a  block.  Thirty 
were  present  at  one  time.  Many  tears  of  joy  were  shed  over  the 
prospect  of  a  Sunday-school  in  that  settlement,  where  nothing  but 
wickedness  and  profanity  had  been  known. 


THE  SOUTHWEST. 
Rev.  William  P.  Paxson,  Superintendent. 

Our  record  of  new  Sunday-schools  organized  (282  in  number) 
shows  a  greater  amount  of  strictly  pioneer  work  than  has  been 
accomplished  during  any  previous  year  in  the  history  of  this 
department.  Our  work  is  better  appreciated,  too,  by  individuals 
and  churches,  our  workers  being  often  called  to  aid  by  their 
counsels  and  experience  in  denominational  conventions,  as  well 
as  in  union  enterprises. 

Our  work  has  been  chiefly  in  Missouri,  the  Indian  Territory 
and  Texas.  Especially  in  the  newer  and  more  remote  portions 
of  this  field  is  the  Union  Sunday-school  a  necessity.   It  is  either 
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that  or  nothing,  where  there  is  no  existing  religions  life  or  expe- 
rience, and  where  the  population  is  made  up  of  immigrants  from 
every  section  of  our  own  country  and  from  other  nations. 

OEHTBAL  HI880ITBL 

Rev.  George  S.  Bwnkerhoff  reports: 

Sunday-schools  set  in  operation,      ...  45 
Churches  organized  from  Union  Sunday-schools,  28 
Number  of  these  schools  having  monthly  preach- 
ing,  .        .        .' 35 

Number  of  these  schools  held  in  log  houses,        .  S6 

Schools  reporting  special  religious  interest,        .  30 

Greatest  number  of  conversions  in  one  school,  .  30 

Bibles  and  Testaments  distributed,  .         .         .  410 
Miles  travelled  mainly  on  horseback  and  with 

buggy, .  4,309 

Prayer  meetings  are  now  regularly  held  in  many  of  the  dis- 
tricts reached. 

SOUTEWEST  HISSGITBI. 

William  J.  Haydon  reports,  among  other  labors,  having 
assisted  at  several  revival  meetings,  and  results  are  counted  as 
follows : 

At  Belleview  school-house,  number  professing  conversion,  27 
At  Edmonson,  Greene  county,  "  "  45 

At  Greenfield,  Dade  county,  "  "  30 

A  similar  good  work  is  now  in  progress  at  Carthage,  Jasper 
county.  At  Edmonson  a  church  was  organized.  I  found  one 
county-seat  having  some  500  inhabitants,  where  there  was  plenty 
of  drunkenness  and  rowdyism,  but  no  Sunday-school,  until  I 
planted  one. 

WESTEBE  HISSOITBI  AED  lEEIAE  TEEEITOET. 
From  Missionary  John  Cassell : 

In  making  one  trip  through  the  Indian  Territory  I  visited  9 
tribes,  travelled  474  miles,  started  7  Sunday-schools,  aided  20 
others,  gave  away  $65  60  worth  of  religious  literature,  and  ad- 
dressed 28  gatherings  on  the  importance  of  Bible  study. 

We  are  very  poor  out  here — too  poor  to  pay  ministers.  Many 
of  them  who  come  here  return  to  Eastern  homes.  The  Sunday- 
school  stands  as  the  only  means  of  grace  in  many  places.     The 
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eefthokt. 

Rev.  James  C.  Buchanan  who  has  organized  43  Sunday- 
schools  and  10  prayer-meetings,  gives  us  the  following  pen  pic- 
ture of  one  locality  in  which  be  has  labored: 

A  young  man  conducted  me  one  dreary  evening  three  miles 
over  the  hills,  through  by-paths,  and  after  dark  we  entered  a 
dismal  place,  formerly  known  among  the  Kuklux  as  ^^  Happy 
Hollow  or  Fancy  Retreat."  In  a  deep  gorge  stands  a  miserable 
little  half  chinked  house  built  of  round  logs.  It  has  a  stick-and- 
nmd  chimney,  a  six  feet  fireplace,  three  rough  slabs  placed  upon 
blocks  for  seats,  a  puncheon  floor  laid  looser  and  one  log  sawed 
out  the  length  of  the  house  for  a  window. 

A  crowd  of  men,  women  and  children  soon  came  and  filled  the 
seats,  and  the  others  had  to  sit  on  the  floor.  Although  it  was 
very  cold  there  was  no  fire.  I  tried  to  interest  the  audience  in 
the  simple  story  of  the  Cross,  and  after  much  labor  and  persua- 
sion they  concluded  that  they  might  do  something  for  their 
neighborhood,  and  teach  their  children  to  read  the  Bible.  I 
caught  them  with  kindness,  and  by  showing  them  respect.  Had 
they  been  told  bluntly  of  their  condition  and  depravity  I  could 
have  done  nothing.  A  Sabbath-school  was  organized  that  night, 
and  I  promised  to  visit  them  again,  which  I  did,  and  was  con- 
vinced that  my  labor  had  not  been  in  vain.  A  rough  old  farmer 
remarked,  ^^You*ve  stole  the  warm  side  of  our  folks'  hearts,  and 
you  must  keep  workin*.*' 

Instead  of  darkness,  light  has  sprung  up  in  that  region,  In- 
•tcftd  of  Kuklux  in  the  Hollow,  we  have  a  band  of  learners  for 
Josus.  As  Satan's  agents  were  removed  Christ's  precious  law 
of  ff race  was  set  up  in  that  Bible  school  to  enlighten  the  neglected 
children  of  the  hills.  All  praise  to  the  Friend  of  Sinners !  I 
hope  this  year  to  see  a  wonderful  change  all  over  this  country. 

From  a  mountain  district,  J.  H.  Hopper  reports : 

I  And  a  very  encouraging  feature  of  my  work  in  the  fact  that* 
no  iiiiiiiy  of  my  schools  use  the  International  Lesson  Papers,  and 
M'o  thufi  brought  into  shape  to  hold  teachers'  meetings.  None 
liilt  those  who  associate  and  work  with  the  mountain  people  have 
^uy  idea  of  the  great  improvement  among  them.  At  our  con- 
VMiitlori  in  Laurd  county  the  interest  manifested  was  wonderful. 
Tl»«  \nm\Ao  are  wide  awake  and  ready  for  the  work.  More  .than 
]I,W  hoooful  conversions  in  my  schools  during  the  past  year  I  What 
lindi  uod  wrought  ? 
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the  kittens  stQI  in  his  pockets^  who  put  down  his  name  as  one  of 
the  old  men's  Bible  class. 

Missionary  John  S.  MoEwen  is  doing  good  work  in  Northern 
Texas.     He  says : 

One  of  the  organizations  effected  is  located  at  the  shire  town 
of  a  new  county.  There  is  no  charch  at  this  point,  and  it  is 
rarely  that  the  people  hear  any  preaching.  This  is  not  so  mach 
for  lack  of  Christian  people  as  because  of  tKe  great  diversity  of 
religions  opinion.  In  all  the  enterprises  that  relate  to  the  pros- 
perity of  their  town  and  county  they  have  shown  a  commendable 
spirit,  except  in  allowing  the  moral  and  religious  interests — 
which  should  stand  first — to  fall  &t  behind.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
formation  of  a  Union  Sundaynschool  will  prove  the  foundation 
for  extended  usefulness. 


THE  SOUTH. 
Bey.  John  MoCullagh,  Superintendent 

Six  of  the  glorious  ^^  Old  Thirteen  States  "  are  in  the  Southern 
Department  of  our  Society's  work.  A  grand  opportunity  is  pre- 
sented during  our  year  of  national  jubilee  for  the  North,  the 
East,  and  the  West  by  extending  the  blessing  of  Union  Sunday- 
schools  to  the  desolate  and  suffering  South,  to  strengthen  the 
golden  cords  of  love  by  which  our  whole  country  should  be  bound 
more  closely  together  as  one  community,  and  so  perpetuate  the 
glorious  inheritance  bequeathed  to  us  by  our  revolutionary  ances- 
tors.    "Let  brotherly  love  continue." 

With  what  success  our  missionaries  have  prosecuted  their  work 
in  this  inviting  field  of  Christian  effort,  during  the  past  year, 
may  be  seen  in  the  General  Summary,  and  gathered  from  the 
following  reports : 

J.  A.  Houston,  a  faithful  and  successful  missionary  in  Vir- 
^nia,  was  recently  called  up  higher,  and  received  his  crown. 
He  was  especially  interested  in  measures  for  aiding  the  colored 
people  of  the  South  in  organizing  and  sustaining  Bible  schools. 
^^ Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth; 
yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may' rest  from  their  labors;  and 
their  works  do  follow  them." 
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out  of  Union  Sunday-schools.  About  two  hundred  and  eighty 
members  of  these  schools  have  become  the  happy  subjects  of 
converting  grace. 

A  good  superintendent  writes :  **  I  have  seen  twenty-three  of 
my  school  hopefully  converted  to  Jesus.  We  are  all  blessed 
— ^myself  more  than  others — three  of  my  dear  children  among 
the  happy  band." 

In  another  glorious  meeting,  which  resulted  in  the  organization 
of  a  new  church,  over  forty  souls  were  brought  to  a  knowledge 
of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  A  good  mother  said  to  me : 
"  There's  one  light  in  my  house  now ;  my  dear  boy  is  converted." 

In  Onslow  county  two  years  ago  I  found  but  one  Sunday- 
school  in  the  entire  district.  The  walls  of  anti-missionary  sen- 
timents seemed  at  first  almost  insurmountable.  In  my  last 
spring's  campaign  another  effort  was  made,  which  proved  suc- 
cessful. If  you  have  ever  seen  a  regular  old  North  Carolina 
turpentine  distillery,  with  its  smoke-stained  shelters,  you  have 
some  idea  of  the  place  called  Tar  Landing,  where  our  first 
meeting  was  held.  Such  a  thing  as  a  Sunday-school  had  never 
before  been  attempted  in  that  commflnity.  Some  grown  persons 
attended  our  first  session  through  real  curiosity.  One  tall  pine- 
scraper  said  he  wanted  to  see  a  Sunday-school  ^^gwine  on,"  and 
"  I  hope  to  see  a  steam  injine,  too ;  but  if  I  never  see  one,  I've 
seed  tuther."     This  fellow  went  home  quite  delighted. 

A  few  months  ago  a  gracious  revival  was  enjoyed.  A  new 
church  grew  out  of  it,  numbering  over  thirty  members.  The 
community  united  heartily  with  the  friends  of  the  school,  and  in 
due  time  a  large,  comfortable  church  edifice  was  erected  and  paid 
for ;  and  I  have  since  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  their  beloved 
pastor.  Through  the  influence  which  is  spreading  out  from  this 
work  at  Tar  Landing,  other  settlements  are  being  reached,  and  a 
wonderful  change  is  coming  over  the  history  of  Onslow  county, 

SOUTH  OABOLDTA. 

From  Rev.  T.  H.  Legare : 

The  moral  condition  of  the  colored  people  of  South  Carolina 
is  such  as  to  call  for  immediate  effort  on  the  part  of  all  the 
friends  of  Christ.  Not  one  of  a  thousand  of  the  rising  genera- 
tion is  receiving  the  commonest  school  instruction  or  needful 
discipline  to  fit  him  for  the  trials  and  obligations  of  life.  Indeed, 
but  lor  the  schools  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  the 
vast  majority  would  reach  maturity  utterly  incapable  even  of 
reading  the  Word  of  God.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  it  is  plainly 
the  duty  of  God's  people  to  unite  on  some  well  advised  plan  for 
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mBtrncting  these  people  in  the  pure  Gospel  of  Christ.  And  I 
know  of  none  that  promises  better  results  than  does  our  Sunday- 
ichool  missionary  work,  as  it  combines  both  simplicity  and 
economy,  and  is  oest  adapted  to  meet  their  present  wants  and 
oreroome  the  most  unreasonable  prejudices  of  race  and  sect.  I 
bare  this  year  been  instrumental  in  inducing  the  colored  pcoplo 
to  tear  down  their  bush  arbors  and  build  at  least  four  houses  of 
worship  for  their  use. 

Another  Missionary  writes: 

I  spent  several  months  canvassing  the  counties  of  Anderson, 
Pickens  and  Oconee,  in  South  Carolina.  In  the  first,  I  found 
populous  settlements  and  eood  church  houses,  but  few  Sabbath- 
schools.  It  was  not  difficult  to 'arouse  the  people  to  activity,  and 
I  organized  a  Sabbath-school  in  every  settlement  I  visited.  In 
the  other  two  counties  the  population  is  scattered,  the  churches 
inferior  and  the  Sabbath  much  neglected.  I  had  good  success 
organising  schools  and  disseminating  religious  literature.  In 
these  counties  there  were  several  revivals  during  the  fall,  and  the 
churches  reaped  a  good  harvest  from  our  Scubbath-schools.  I 
learned  that  about  two  hundred  converts  were  gathered  into  the 
churches,  and  most  of  them  came  from  the  Sabbath-schools. 

GEOBGIA. 
From  Bev.  D.  B.  Nelson : 

In  some  portions  of  the  State  I  have  been  surprised  to  find  so 
few  Sabbath-schools.  In  the  county  of  F.  there  were  none  when 
I  reached  it  but  I  left  four  in  good  running  order.  This  is  a 
needy  field,  and  if  properly  cultivated  will  yield  great  results. 
One  of  my  Sabbath-schools  in  the  village  of  Brevard  recently  en- 
joyed a  revival,  during  which  fourteen  persons  were  converted  and 
became  members  of  the  Church.  Hard  as  it  is  to  drive  Satan  from 
our  world,  I  feel  sure  that  we  are  advancing.  It  is  also  certain  that 
our  Sabbath-school  army  is  performing  an  important  part  of  the 
work.  The  difficulties  encountered  by  the  faithful  were  re- 
hearsed in  a  prayer  offered  by  a  freedman,  during  my  recent 
campaign.  He  said,  ^^  0,  Lord  thou  knowest  how  nard  it  is  to 
do  richt.  It  is  not  like  stepping  on  de  train  and  goin'  down  to 
Jew  West,  nor  like  getting  on  de  omnibus  and  goin'  over  to 
Hodge's  Station.  Jt  is  up  hill  all  de  way.  Lord  give  ub  href  to 
hold  out.*'  A  true  sentiment  dressed  in  homely  phrase,  but 
better  than  speaking  in  an  unknown  tongue.  It  was  followed  by 
a  hearty  Amen,  Cheering  news  continues  to  come  in  from  all 
parts  of  the  field,  giving  accounts  of  schools  having  doubled  in 
numbers,  teachers  converted  and  whole  settlements  awakened* 
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More  than  two  hundred  conversions  among  our  scholars  during 
the  year  have  been  reported.  These  toKens  of  God's  favor 
should  inspire  us  with  courage. 

ALABAMA. 
From  Rev.  John  Jay  Strong: 

I  have  not  tried  so  hard  to  organize  many  schools  as  to  do  a 
permanent  work.  I  find  the  superintendents  and  teachers  so  in- 
experienced and  poorly  qualified  for  their  work  that  I  hav(5 
labored  hard  to  make  them  more  efficient  and  successful.  Acting 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  Missions,  I  spent  three 
months  instructing  colored  superintendents  and  teachers  during 
the  fall  and  winter.  As  a  partial  result  of  that  work  there  have 
been  thirty  colored  schools  in  Talledega  county  alone  instructed 
and  encouraged.  I  find  my  work  slowly  but  surely  gaining 
ground. 

FLOBIDA. 

From  John  G.  Eastman: 

In  one  county  I  have  organized  ten  Sunday-schools.  One  of 
them  has  grown  into  a  church.  The  year  has  been  marked  by  a 
number  of  revivals ;  many  of  our  schools  have  felt  its  heavenly 
influence,  and  we  look  for  still  greater  blessings.  I  organized  a 
Sabbath-school  in  one  very  poor  neighborhood  where  there  never 
had  been  one  before,  nor  even  a  day-school  for  many  years. 
Many  of  the  older  children  were  unable  to  read.  Many  people 
in  the  neighborhood  were  opposed  to  Sunday-schools,  so  that  it 
seemed  doubtful  whether  we  would  succeed.  I  have  visited  the 
school  twice,  and  the  report  from  it  is  more  and  more  encouraging. 

OALIFOBinA. 

Rev.  I.  Wayne  Snowden,  Missionary. 

Rev.  W.  N.  Meserve,  formerly  in  this  field,  has  resigned,  and 
Missionary  Snowden  has  been  transferred  within  the  year  from 
his  former  field  of  labor  in  Nebraska  to  the  Pacific  Coast.  He 
reports  the  outlook  for  Sunday-school  missionary  work  to  be 
most  inviting,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  success  and  blessing  mani- 
festly attending  his  labors  heretofore  may  be  abundantly  con- 
tinued to  him  in  his  new  home. 
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ORIGIN. 


In  a  most  remarkable  maimer  God,  in  His  providence,  pre- 
pared the  way  for  the  organization  and  work  of  the  American 
Sunday-School  Union. 

About  nine  years  after  Robert  Raikes  commenced  his  benevo- 
lent labors  among  the  poor  children  of  Gloucester,  England, 
an  effort  quite  similar  was  put  forth  by  a  band  of  philanthro- 
pists in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  A  meeting  "  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  into  consideration  the  establishment  of  Sunday-schools 
in  this  city,"  was  held  on  the  19th  December,  1790,  and  was 
attended  by  the  Right  Rev.  William  White,  D.D.,  Benjamin 
Rush,  M.D.,  William  Currie,  M.D.,  Messrs.  Thomas  Menden- 
hall,  Peter  Thompson,  Matthew  Carey,  Thomas  P.  Cope,  Joseph 
Sharpless  and  Captain  Nathaniel  Falconer.  On  the  26th  of 
the  same  month  another  meeting  was  held,  and  a  Constitution 
for  the  Society  was  adopted ;  and  on  the  11th  of  January,  1791, 
the  officers  were  elected  and  the  Society  organized.  The  first 
school  was  opened  in  March  of  the  same  year.  The  object  of 
this  Society  is  thus  stated  in  the  preamble : 

"  Whereas,  The  good  education  of  youth  is  of  the  first  import- 
ance to  society,  and  numbers  of  children,  the  offspring  of  indi- 
gent parents,  have  not  proper  opportunities  of  instruction 
previous  to  their  being  apprentice  to  trades;  aiid,  whereas, 
among  the  youth  of  every  large  city,  various  instances  occur 
of  the  first  day  of  the  week,  called  Sunday — a  day  which  ought 
to  be  devoted  to  religious  improvement — being  employed  to  the 
worst  of  purposes,  the  depravity  of  morals  and  manners,  it  is, 
therefore,  the  opinion  of  sundry  persons  that  the  establishment 
of  First-day  or  Sunday-schoob  in  this  city  would  be  of  essential 
advantage  to  the  rising  generation ;  and  for  effecting  that  bene- 
volent purpose  they  have  formed  themselves  into  a  society  by 
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the  name  of  the  *  Society  for  the  Institution  and  Support  of 
First-day  or  Sunday-schools  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  and  the 
Districts  of  South wark  and  the  Northern  Liberties.'  "* 

The  teachers  were  paid  for  their  services, — as  in  the  first 
school  in  Stockport,  England,  commenced  in  1784, — and  here, 
as  there,  they  contemplated  little  more  than  a  reformation  of 
morals  and  manners,  particularly  with  reference  to  the  better 
observance  of  the  Sabbath.  The  instruction  given  was  confined 
to  reading  and  writing  from  the  Bible ;  but  for  such  scholars  as 
had  not  learned  to  read,  spelling-books  and  primers  were  often 
used.  I 

Those  who  united  in  the  Society  were  of  difierent  denomina- 
tions, among  them  several  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 
The  Right  Rev.  Bishop  White,  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  was  the  first  President,  and  held  the  office  until  his 
decease. 

In  1797,  the  Society  succeeded  in  procuring  an  act  of  incor- 
poration from  the  proper  authorities,  for  which  they  had  applied 
three  years  before.  Their  corporate  character  was  indicated  in 
their  legal  proceedings  by  a  plain,  neat  seal,  with  this  motto, 
"  Licet  SabbatU  Benefacerey  IncorporaJted  1797 ;"  and  in  a  circle 
on  the  border  were  the  words,  "First-day  or  Sunday-School 
Society  of  Philadelpkia" 

Prom  the  organization  of  the  Society  to  January,  1800,  nearly 
$4,000  was  expended  in  the  support  of  three  schools,  having  in 
all  2,127  scholars.  In  1810,  the  Board  published  a  summary 
of  their  proceedings  for  nineteen  years,  but  did  not  state  the 
number  of  scholars  admitted  after  1800.  The  total  receipts  to 
July,  1810,  were  $7,639  63.  From  1810  to  1816,  when  Sab- 
bath-schools began  to  be  taught  by  gratuitous  teachers,  this 
Society  continued  its  schools,  as  in  former  years,  ^nce  that 
time,  its  ftinds  have  been  used  in  aiding  schools  in  Philadelphia 
requiring  help  by  supplies  of  books  and  other  requisites.  The 
amount  disbursed  to  January  1st,  1826,  was  $12,907  63.    The 

•  At  this  early  day  the  territory  now  within  the  City  of  Philadelphia 
was  divided  into  several  different  municipalities  or  districtB,  oalkd  Phila- 
deiphia,  Sonthwark,  Northern  Idherties,  Spring  Garden,  Ac 
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6od^  18  Still  in  ezistencey  having  an  income  of  about  $600 
peramumL* 

Before  leaving  this  brief  aketch  of  the  firat  Sandaj-school 
aodety  organized  in  this  country  for  missionary  work,  and  as 
flhowing  the  early  and  continued  relation  of  Sunday  and  secular 
flchools,  the  interesting  tsust  is  worthy  of  note  that,  in  December, 
1791,  this  Society  prepared  and  presented  to  the  L^islature  of 
Pennsylvania  a  memorial,  urging  the  establishment  of  free 
fdiooU^  agreeably  to  a  providon  of  the  State  Constitution,  in 
these  terms:  "That  the  proper  education  of  youth  is  an  object 
of  the  first  importance,  particularly  in  free  countries,  as  the 
smest  preservative  of  the  virtue,  liberty  and  happiness  of  the 
people ;  that  the  happy  efiects  which  have  resulted  from  Sunday- 
schools  established  in  this  city,  by  affording  the  means  of  educa- 
tion to  numbers  who  would  be  otherwise  debarred  therefrom, 
have  furnished  the  strongest  evidence  that  schools  established 
at  public  expense  are  the  most  effectual  means  of  difiusing  the 
Uessings  of  illumination  among  the  mass  of  the  people/'f 
What  influence  this  memorial  may  have  had  in  promoting  the 
great  cause  of  common  school  education  in  after  years  cannot 
now  be  fully  known. 

Beyond  a  doubt,  the  influence  exerted  by  the  organization  of 
this  Society,  and  the  efforts  of  the  excellent  men  connected  with 
it,  led  to  general  and  active  labors  to  establish  and  sustain  Sun- 
day-schools in  the  churches,  with  gratuitous  teachers,  and  to 
the  formation  of  Unions  by  Christians  of  different  churches  for 
the  prosecution  and  extension  of  this  work.  Indeed,  this  was 
assigned  by  the  First-Day  Society,  in  process  of  time,  as  the 
reason  why  ''  the  necessity  for  the  schools  of  the  Society  seemed, 
in  a  great  measure,  obviated." 

Thus  reference  is  made  in  the  Sunday^hool  Journal  for  1834, 
(page  102),  to  the  "  Evangelical  Society  which,  in  1808-1809, 
had  Sabbath  evening  schools  in  Spring  Garden  and  other  places, 

*  These  &ct8  and  statements  are  chiefly  derived  from  the  Sondaj-School 
ICagazine,  vol.  I.,  pp.  10^112. 
t  Brief  Statement  of  the  Society  for  the  Support  of  First-day  Schools. 
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in  which  gratuitous  teachers  were  employed."  In  the  same 
journal  (vol.  2,  p.  193)  it  is  stated  that,  "In  1811,  Rev.  Mr. 
May,  a  missionary  from  London,  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Evangelical  Society  of  Philadelphia,  developing  the  Sunday- 
school  plan  as  adopted  in  England.  An  association  was  formed, 
which  hired  a  room,  and  Mr.  May  assumed  the  superintendence 
of  a  school  collected  in  October  of  that  year."  Again,  in  the 
same  journal,  for  1834,  (p.  102) :  "  The  Sunday-school  [held  on 
Sunday  evening]  in  the  Northern  Liberties  was  commenced  in 
the  year  1811-1812  in  the  new  North  Fourth  street,  between 
Brown  and  Poplar  lane,  by  Rev.  Robert  May,  a  missionary  of 
the  London  Missionary  Society,  while  on  his  way  to  IndiiEU 
Five  gentlemen  erected  a  school-house  and  established  also  a 
day  school.  Mr.  May  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  person  to 
introduce  reward  tickets,"  &c. 

In  the  Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Philadelphia  Sunday 
and  Adult  School  Union,  it  is  recorded  (p.  44) :  "  The  Rev. 
Robert  May  is  dead  (1818).  That  zealous  minister  of  Christ, 
and  faithfiil  friend  of  Sunday-school  children,  who  had  the 
honor  of  introducing  the  present  system  of  Sunday-schools  into 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  even  into  the  United  States,  has 
finished  his  labors,  and  gone  to  enjoy  his  reward.  India — 
thousands  of. whose  children  he  collected  around  him  and  taught 
the  salvation  of  Jesus — ^has  fiimished  his  grave.  His  name 
will  long  be  revered.    His  praise  is  in  all  our  Sunday-schools." 

On  page  96,  it  is  stated  that  the  Sabbath-School  Society  of  the 
Second  Presbyterian  Church  was  the  first  established  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia.  The  idea  of  organizing  a  society  for  conduct- 
ing a  Sabbath-school  for  religious  instruction  was  first  formed 
by  a  teacher  engaged  in  one  of  the  schools  under  the  care  of  the 
First-day  or  Sunday-school  Society,  and  suggested  to  one  of  his 
daughters,  who,  with  several  ladies,  commenced  a  school  in  the 
Northern  Liberties,  in  April,  1815.  In  September,  the  Society 
had  separate  schools  for  male  and  female  scholars,  the  two 
schools  having  150  children  in  charge.  The  schools  were  con- 
vened together  and  addressed  once  a  month.    So  that,  in  1815, 
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the  cause  of  Sunday-school  extension  in  Philadelphia  may  be 
regarded  as  fairly  inaugurated. 

From  this  review,  it  is  also  evident  that  the  idea  of  associa- 
tion, or  union,  among  the  friends  of  Sunday-schools  had  an  early 
origin.  During  the  first  years  of  Sunday-schools,  the  teachers 
pursued  their  benevolent  employments  in  detached  situatioiis, 
with  different  plans  of  instruction ;  but  it  was  found  that  zeal 
thus  private  and  retired  might  be  likely  to  languish.  Improve- 
ments in  education  could  only  be  partially  known  and  adopted, 
and  intelligence  which  might  animate  wavering  exertions,  direct 
inquiring  benevolence,  and  promote  more  energetic  and  exten- 
sive plans  of  instruction,  could  not  be  communicated  by  any 
existing  medium.  Hence  arose  the  necessity  of  Sunday-school 
Unions. 

Previous  to  the  establishment  of  these  Unions,  Sunday-school 
teachers  resembled  scattered  warriors  in  an  enemy's  country. 
Individually,  they  had  been  valiant  and  victorious  in  their 
separate  stations ;  but  a  combination  of  talents,  of  energy  and  of 
means  was  much  needed. 

The  New  York  Sunday-School  Union  (Sunday-School 
Journal,  vol.  4,  p.  171)  was  the  most  important  development, 
in  order  of  time,  of  the  Union  principle.     It  was  organized 
February  26, 1816.     The  Rev.  Isaac  Ferris,  D.D.,  was  for  some 
years  President  of  this  Society.     In  his  Semi-Centennial  Memo- 
rial Address,  after  speaking  of  the  fact  that  it  first  and  prin- 
dpally  showed  the  members  of  evangelical  churches  how  they 
could  cooperate  in  doing  good,  &c.,  he  said :  "  For  this  result 
we  are  especially  and  principally  indebted  to  the  intelligent,  per- 
severing and  self-denying  labors  of  Mr.  Eleazer  Lord.     Being 
called  on  to  spend  most  of  1815  in  Philadelphia,  he  took  pains 
'  to  make  himself  familiar  with  the  workings  of  the  Sunday- 
school  system  there  in  successful  operation,  and  supplied  him- 
self with  all  documents  and  plans  then  obtainable"  (p.  16). 
Mr.  Lord,  in  his  letter,  (contained  in  Appendix  C.  of  the  same 
address),  says:   "Returning  to  New  York  towards  the  latter 
part  of  the  summer,  I  resolved  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
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churches  to  the  subject,  and  devoted  the  autumn  and  winter  to 
this  object"  (p.  91). 

It  is  a  significant  fact  that  while  New  York  gained  this  aid 
through  Mr.  Lord  of  Philadelphia,  the  latter  soon  received  a 
full  return  therefor,  since  the  first  suggestion  of  a  national  Sun- 
day-school Union  came  from  the  New  York  Society.  (^Sunday- 
School  Magazine,  vol.  1,  page  3):  "It  is  now  (1824)  more 
than  four  years  since  the  formation  of  a  general  Sunday-school 
Union  in  the  United  States  has  been  an  object  very  dear  to 
many  active  Sunday-school  workers.  *  *  *  The  first  public 
notice  of  this  subject  that  we  remember  to  have  seen  is  con- 
tained in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  New  York  Sunday-School 
Union,  published  May,  1820." 

In  June,  1816,  the  Male  Adult  School  Society  of  Philadelphia 
proper  was  formed  to  teach  male  adults  to  read,  and  to  excite 
them  to  the  study  of  the  Scriptures.  Two  schools  were  organ- 
ized, one  in  the  Northern  Liberties,  the  other  in  Southwark,  98 
scholars  belonging  to  the  two  schools.  This  association,  April 
10th,  1817,  resolved  to  consider  the  expediency  of  forming  a 
society  .for  promoting  the  interests  of  Sunday  and  adult 
schools,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
different  Sunday  and  adult  school  societies  in  the  suburbs  to 
ascertain  their  views.  In  June,  this  committee  reported  at  a 
general  meeting,  when  a  union  society  was  formed.  The  Adult 
Association  agreed  to  discontinue  its  schoob,  and  change  the 
character  of  the  society.  The  members  were  to  be  divided 
into  committees  of  four  each,  including  a  manager,  and  were  to 
open  schools  for  children  in  the  most  destitute  parts  of  the  city 
and  suburbs,  who  should  recit6  from  the  Bible,  and  from  hymns. 
In  November  (1817),  this  society  adopted  the  name,  "The 
Auxiliary  Evangelical  Society  of  Philadelphia"  (Sunday-School 
Journal,  vol.  4,  p.  96). 

SUNDAY  AND  ADULT  SCHOOL  ASSOCLAlTION  OF  PHILADELPHLA. 

On  Thursday  evening.  May  13, 1817,  the  members  of  several 
of  the  Sunday  and  adult  schools  of  PhiladeTphia  assembled  in 
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Mr.  Gantley's  school-room,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Union 
Society.  It  was  ''  Resolved,  unammwudy.  That  it  is  expedient  to 
finm  a  Union  Society,  composed  of  the  Sunday  and  adult  school 
associations  in  the  city  and  suburbs,  on  such  principles  as  shall 
not  eflbct  the  independence  of  individual  societies."  At  a  meet- 
ing held  May  27th,  a  constitution  was  formally  adopted. 

The  object  in  tiew  was  to  cultivate  unity  and  Christian 
charity  among  those  of  different  names ;  to  ascertain  the  amount 
of  gratuitous  instruction  in  Sunday  and  adult  schools ;  to  promote 
their  establishment  in  the  city,  and  in  the  towns  and  villages  of 
the  country ;  to  give  more  effect  to  Christian  exertion  in  general, 
and  to  strengthen  and  encourage  each  other  in  the  cause  of  the 
Redeemer  (1st  Report,  p.  27) ;  to  obtain  a  general  knowledge 
of  all  the  improvements  of  the  several  schools,  in  order  to  the 
perfection  of  all ;  to  produce  the  stimulus  of  mutual  counsel 
and  firiendly  exhortation,  or,  in  the  words  of  an  apostle,  ''  to 
consider  one  another  to  provoke  unto  love  and  good  works ;"  to 
print  suitable  books  at  the  most  moderate  expense;  and  to 
obtain  communications  from  similar  societies,  encouraging  to 
perseverance  in  the  work  of  the  Lord  (Ist  Report,  p.  4). 

The  reasons  assigned  showing  the  necessity  for  such  a  society 
apply  with  as  much  force  now,  viz.,  "  The  comparative  fewness 
of  Christians  calls  for  all  practicable  and  profitable  union 
amongst  themselves.  Divide  and  conquer  is  the  maxim  of  the 
great  foe.  Union  and  triumph  be  the  motto  of  Christians." 
Forty-three  schools  were  represented  in  the  associations,  of  which 
two  were  in  South  Carolina  and  one  in  New  Jersey.  The 
number  of  children  under  instruction  was  5,458  white,  200 
colored ;  157  white  adults  and  155  colored.  The  system  of  con- 
ducting schools,  adopted  and  recommended,  provided  for  four 
classes,  viz.:  (1).  Those  who  read  in  the  Testament.  (2).  Those 
who  read  indifferently.  (3).  Those  who  spell  in  two  or  more 
syllables.  (4).  Those  in  alphabet  classes.  The  schools  held 
two  sessions  a  day.  Children  in  the  first  class  were  to  commit 
to  memory  a  portion  of  the  New  Testament,  and  recite  the 
flame.    In  the  afternoon  Catechism  recitations  and  answering 
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questions  were  the  chief  exercises.  The  sessions  were  varied 
only  by  reciting  hymns  and  less  reading.  In  the  spelling 
classes,  stress  was  laid  upon  the  "  attention  to  be  given  to  reli- 
gious instruction."    Red  and  blue  tickets  were  given  as  rewards. 

Particular  attention  was  bestowed  upon  behavior  in  school 
and  in  church,  and  for  incorrect  conduct,  tickets  were  withheld. 
Teachers  were  required  to  be  punctual,  to  visit  absentees ;  to 
impress  upon  their  scholars  the  necessity  of  "  repentance  toward 
Grod  and  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;"  to  lead  their  respec- 
tive divisions  into  church,  and  to  sit  with  them  during  service. 
The  superintendent  was  to  call  the  roll,  open  the  school  with 
prayer,  keep  a  record  of  attendance,  names  and  residences 
of  scholars,  appoint  teachers,  and  see  that  rules  and  regulations 
were  observed.  The  penalties  were :  For  a  teacher  absent  at 
roll-call,  a  fine  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents;  if  unavoidably 
absent,  he  must  provide  a  substitute,  or  pay  twenty-five  cents ; 
for  not  reporting  the  absence  of  a  scholar,  twelve  and  a  half 
cents.  The  superintendent's  fines  were  double  those  of  a  teacher. 

A  monthly  address  to  the  children  was  recommended.  The 
school  books  were :  For  the  first  class,  the  New  Testament  and 
Catechism ;  for  the  second  class,  the  spelling-book  and  hymns ; 
for  the  third  class  the  Sunday-school  spelling-book;  for  the 
fourth  class,  alphabet  cards. 

In  two  years  the  number  of  schools  increased  to  127,  having 
10,550  white  and  660  colored  children;  377  white  and  716 
colored  adults.  Schools  were  also  reported  from  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Delaware,  District  of  Columbia  and  South 
Carolina.  These  facts  indicate  the  decidedly  national  character 
and  aims  of  the  Society. 

At  the  Third  Anniversary  of  the  Philadelphia  Sunday  and 
Adult  School  Union,  May  23d,  1820,  Rev.  Dr.  Rice,  of  Virginia, 
moved  the  acceptance  of  the  report,  and  mJEide  a  speech,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  extract : 

"  The  Sabbath-School  Union.  It  is  understood  that  Chris- 
tians of  many  difierent  denominations  are  invited  to  zealously 
co-operate  in  this  labour  of  love.    The  ingenuity  of  Christian 
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beDevolence  is,  in  the  present  age,  raising  one  platform  after 
another  on  which  charity  may  stand  ana  gather  around  her 
disciples  of  various  names,  into  whom  she  pours  her  own  spirit, 
and  whom  she  employs  in  her  service.  Bible  societies  first 
present  themselves  as  illustrations  of  this  remark,  and  next  to 
them  may  be  placed  Sabbath-schools.  It  is  delightful  to 
witness  the  healing  of  those  divisions  which  have  so  long  been 
the  reproach  of  the  Christian  name,  and  have  so  deeply  injured 
the  best  interests  of  the  Christian  cause.  The  conjoined  and 
harmonious  efforts  of  different  churches  are  fast  wiping  away 
the  stain.  We  rejoice  in  these  auspicious  omens,  and  hope  for 
still  better  things. 

In  the  third  year,  with  devout  thanksgivings,  the  managers 
reported  increasing  prosperity,  the  number  of  schools  being 
227,  and  the  scholars  19,481.  Schools  were  reported  from 
Indiana,  Kentucky  and  Virginia,  indicating  the  wide-spread 
influence  of  the  Society.  This  report  combats  the  erroneous 
idea  that  Sunday-schools  are  intended  for  the  poor  only. 

It  says:  "Your  brethren  have  witnessed  with  regret  the 
prevalence  of  an  erroneous  sentiment  respecting  the  princi- 
ples of  Sunday-schools.  It  is  this :  that  they  are  intended  only 
for  the  poor.  This  has  arisen  from  an  erroneous  application  of 
the  principle  of  gratuitous  instruction.  These  schools  are  in- 
tended as  much  for  the  affluent  as  the  indigent.  Their  great 
object  is  religious  instruction.  It  is  therefore  without  money 
and  without  price."  Special  mention  is  made  of  a  contribution 
of  $200  from  The  First  Day  or  Sunday-School  Society. 

The  Fourth  Report  (1820-1821)  exhibits  much  enthusiasm 
in  the  Society's  conduct  of  its  work,  and  its  zeal  in  availing 
itself  of  information  from  all  sources,  correspondence  being  had 
with  kindred  societies  and  workers  in  Canada,  England,  Scot- 
land, Ireland,  France,  Holland,  India,  and  even  in  West  Africa. 
The  welfare  of  the  Indians  of  our  own  country  is  not  forgotten. 
Record  is  made  of  schools  organized  throughout  Pennsylvania, 
and  of  reports  from  nearly  all  sections.  Auxiliaries  in  Massa- 
chusetts, New  York  and  Maryland  reported,  indicating  that 
the  Society  was  beginning  to  be  recognized  as  the  head  and 
centre  of  Sunday-school  influence  throughout  the  country. 
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The  Fifth  Report,  speaking  of  the  progress  of  the  work,  says : 
''  This  institution  was  indeed  as  a  grain  of  mustard  seed,  and 
now  it  presents  a  refreshing  shade  to  thousands."  It  records 
the  following  schools,  viz. :  In  Massachusetts,  4 ;  New  York,  15 ; 
New  Jersey,  17 ;  Delaware,  16 ;  Maryland,  18 ;  Virginia  and 
District  of  Columbia,  23 ;  North  Carolina,  1 ;  South  Carolina, 
12,  Kentucky,  6 ;  Ohio,  2 ;  Missouri,  1.  In  Philadelphia  alone, 
72  schools  are  reported,  containing  754  teachers  and  7,090 
scholars. 

In  August,  1821,  the  Society  employed  Rev.  W.  C.  Blair  as 
missionary.  He  travelled  about  2,500  miles,  awakening  and 
confirming  a  great  degree  of  interest  in  the  Sunday-school  cause, 
visiting  35  schools,  reviving  20,  establishing  6  tract  societies,  4 
adult  schools,  and  61  Sunday-schools. 

The  Sixth  and  Seventh  Reports  indicate  increasing  prosperity. 
The  latter  has  a  list  of  723  schools  in  connection  with  the  Sun- 
day and  Adult  School  Union,  the  States  of  Connecticut,  Rhode 
Island,  Tennessee  and  Mississippi  being  added  to  those  before 
reporting  schools,  the  whole  number  of  teachers  being  7,300 ; 
scholars,  49,619.  The  seventh  report  notices  schools  in  Great 
Britain,  Ireland,  France,  Holland,  Switzerland,  India,  Cey- 
lon, New  South  Wales,  Van  Dieman's  Land,  the  South  Sea 
Islands,  West  and  South  Africa,  Malta,  Canada,  Nova  Scotia, 
Newfoundland,  the  West  Indies,  and  Buenos  Ayres,  and  esti- 
mates the  number  of  Sunday-school  scholars  in  the  world  as 
more  than  1,000,000.  It  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  $300  from 
the  First  Day  or  Sunday-School  Society  in  Philadelphia,  and 
$50  from  the  New  York  Female  Union  Society,  having  43 
schools  under  its  care,  and  becoming  auxiliary;  the  whole 
receipts  for  the  year  being  $508  33. 

The  New  York  Male  Union  at  this  time,  according  to  its 
Eighth  Report,  had  53  schools,  with  532  teachers,  and  3,489 
BcholajTB' (Sunday-Sckool  Mdgcusine,  vol.  1,  pp.  9,  31).  Both 
these  unions,  forming,  in  1827,  the  New  York  Sunday-School 
Union,  had  96  schools,  with  an  aggr^ate  of  1,144  teachers  and 
7,482  scholars. 
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Tbe  London  Sunday-School  Union  celebrated  its  twentieth 
umiyerBarj  on  the  11th  of  May,  1824,  reporting  in  Qreat 
Britain  and  Ireland  7,637  schools,  with  74,614  teachers  and 
812,305  scholars  (JSundatfSchool  Magasdne,  vol.  1,  p.  89). 

TinB  brings  ns  to  the  year  1824,  when  on  the  25th  of  May, 
in  response  to  a  very  general  call,  representatives  from  various 
aod^es  and  States  organized 

THE  AMERICAN  0UNDAT-0CHOOL  UNION. 

We  have  already  seen  that  four  years  before,  the  formation  of  a 
general  Sunday-school  union  had  been  suggested  in  the  Fourth 
Annual  Report  of  the  New  York  Sunday-School  Union,  pub- 
lished May,  1820,  and  had  become  an  object  very  dear  to  many 
active  Sunday-school  teachers,  a  frequent  topic  of  conversation, 
and  a  subject  of  prayer.  The  time  had  now  fully  come  for  its 
realization. 

The  history  of  the  organization  of  this  society  is  thus  given 
m  its  I^rst  Annual  Report:  "  After  correspondence  on  the  sub- 
ject, a  printed  plan  had  been  distributed  for  consideration,  and 
the  attendance  of  del^ates  from  various  and  distant  societies 
had  been  solicited,  a  meeting  was  held  on  the  11th  of  December, 
1823,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  when  the  expediency  of  form- 
ing a  national  society  was  determined  on,  and  the  whole  subject 
was  referred  to  the  ensuing  annual  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia 
Sunday  and  Adult  School  Union. 

The  basis  of  the  proposed  union  was, ''  no  sacrifice  of  prin- 
ciple ;  no  compromise  of  duty ;  no  interference  with  the  internal 
management  of  smaller  associations ;  *  *  *  all  discordant  ele- 
ments must  be  banished,  and  union  with  Christ  and  union  with 
each  other  form  the  basis  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union." 
The  Eighth  Report  of  the  New  York  Sunday-School  Union, 
before  referred  to,  had  urged,  four  years  before,  that  the  Sun- 
day-school system  would  be  greatly  benefited  by  such  a  general 
union.  *  "*"  *  The  vast  amount  of  facts  and  information  which 
would  thus  be  embodied  with  precision  and  presented  annually 
to  the  public,  would  afford  a  powerfid  and  irresistible  appeal  to 
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their  patronage  and  support.  In  addition  to  the  strength  and 
consequent  superior  efficacy  of  combined  movements,  there 
would  be  a  great  saving  of  expense."  Other  arguments  were 
also  urged  by  the  friends  of  union.  Some  of  these  have  been 
alluded  to  on  a  former  page.  It  was  asserted  **  through  the 
various  publications  which  a  National  Union  will  circulate, 
information  will  be  extended,  useful  plans  and  pleasing  facts 
reported,  the  general  experience  rendered  available  to  indi- 
viduals, mutual  encouragements  will  excite  each  other  to  zeal, 
mutual  prayers  ascending  to  the  throne  of  grace  would  bring 
down  blessings  from  the  Grod  of  love." 

The  necessity  and  expediency  of  forming  a  General  Union 
being  established,  the  inquiry  was  discussed 

WHY   LOCATE  IT  IN  PHILADELPHIA? 

Because  "of  the  central  situation  of  Pennsylvania  in  the 
Union,  its  close  connection  with  the  Western  States,  and  from 
the  fact  that  the  Philadelphia  Sunday  and  Adult  School  Union 
was  the  largest  institution  of  the  kind  in  our  country. 

"  Three  years  ago  it  had  auxiliary  Unions  in  eleven  different 
States,  and  the  number  has  since  greatly  increased,  as  may  be 
seen  from  the  following  table : 


Schools. 

Teachers. 

Scholars. 

Total. 

1818 

43 

556 

5,973 

6,526 

1819 

129 

1,431 

12,306 

1820 

227 

2,653 

19,481 

1821 

813 

3,724 

24,218 

1822 

402 

4,197 

81,297 

1823 

613 

5,012 

37,993 

1824 

723 

7,300 

49,619 

56,919 

"  So  that  when  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  waa  or- 
ganized the  Philadelphia  Sunday  and  Adult  School  Union  had 
in  connection  with  it  nearly  57,000  teachers  and  scholars" 
(^Sunday-School  Magazine,  vol.  1,  p.  6.) 

ORGANIZATION. 

On  the  evening  of  the  25th  of  May,  1824,  at  the  seventh 
annual  meeting  of  the  Sunday  and  Adult  School  Union,  Alex- 
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ander  Heniy  being  in  the  chair,  the  following  resolution  was 
offered  by  lliomas  Bradford,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  and  seconded 
by  Eev.  Gardiner  Spring,  D.D.,  of  New  York,  viz. : 

^  Whereas,  The  great  and  progressing  increase  of  Sabbath- 
schools  throughout  our  country,  exerting  a  powerful  and  most 
beneficial  influence  over  all  classes  of  society,  calls  loudly  for 
UNION  and  organized  action  ;  and  the  prosperity  of  this  insti- 
tution shows  clearly  the  efficiency  of  such  union ;  and,  whereas, 
the  Constitution  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  has 
been  approved  by  the  Sunday  and  Adult  School  Union  of 
Philadelphia,  and  other  Unions,  therefore, 

**  Resolved^  That  the  Constitution  of  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union  be  adopted." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Samuel  J.  Robbins,  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
of  Philadelphia,  the  funds,  books  and  property  of  the  Sunday 
and  Adult  School  Union  was  transferred  to  the  American  Sun- 
day-School Union,  officers  and  managers  elected,  and  the  organ- 
ization was  complete. 

OBJECTS  IN  view. 

The  objects  of  the  Union  were  thus  stated  in  the  Preamble  to 
the  Constitution. — ^To  concentrate  the  efforts  of  Sabbath-school 
societies  in  the  different  portions  of  our  country,  to  strengthen 
the  hands  of  the  friends  of  pious  instruction  on  the  Lord's  day, 
to  disseminate  useful  information,  circulate  moral  and  religious 
publications  in  every  part  of  the  land,  and  to  endeavor  to  plant 
a  Sunday-school  wherever  there  is  a  popidation,  the  Philadelphia 
Sunday  and  Adult  School  Union,  and  such  other  similar 
societies  as  may  unite  with  it,  do  hereby  associate  under  the 
title  of  The  American  Sunday-School  Union. 

It  was  not  proposed  to  relieve  parents  of  the  solemn  respon- 
sibility to  train  up  their  children.  ''  It  is  not  the  office  of  the 
Sabbath-school  teacher  to  do  the  work  which  belongs  to  the 
parents  of  his  pupils,  though  he  may  assist  them.  We  have  no 
wish  to  relieve  parents  of  their  awful  charge.  We  rather  wish 
that  they  may  feel  loaded  with  a  burden  which,  as  long  as  they 
live,  they  cannot  lay  upon  another." 
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THE  WORK  TO  BE  DONE. 

The  population  of  the  country,  when  the  Society  commenced 
its  existence,  was  supposed  to  be  about  10,000,000.  Of  this 
number  it  was  estimated  that  2,813,750  were  between  the  ages 
offour  and  sixteen  years.  Konly  two-thirds  of  these  were  proper 
subjects  of  Sunday-school  instruction,  we  should  have  in  our 
country  1,875,183  children  and  youth,  besides  large  numbers  of 
adults,  who  ought  to  be  in  Sunday-schools.  The  average 
attendance  in  each  of  the  723  schools  auxiliary  to  the  Ameri- 
can Sunday-School  Union  in  June,  1824,  was  less  than  70. 

The  calculation  was  made  that  to  meet  the  then  wants  of  the 
country,  without  taking  into  account  the  growth  of  population, 
would  require  26,798  schools ;  and  that,  if  five  missionaries  were 
employed  in  each  of  the  twenty-four  States,  it  would  occupy 
them  several  years  to  accomplish  the  work.  And  the  managers 
conceived  that  the  breadth  of  the  uxyrk  to  be  done  was  described, 
and  their  commimon  to  do  it  was  derived  from  God's  words, 
'^  Gather  the  people  together,  men  and  women  and  children,  and 
the  stranger  that  is  within  thy  gates,  that  they  may  hear,  and 
that  they  may  learn  and  fear  the  Lord  your  God,  and  observe 
to  do  all  the  words  of  his  law ;  and  that  their  children,  which 
have  not  known  anything,  may  hear  and  learn  to  fear  the  Lord 
your  God,  as  long  as  ye  live."  The  benevolent  purpose  of  the 
Society,  "while  chiefly  respecting  the  rising  generation,  com- 
prehended the  best  interests,  not  of  one,  but  of  every  rank  and 
class — ^men  and  women  and  children — within  our  gates,  within 
a  field  of  labor  exending  from  Florida  to  Michigan,  and  from 
ocean  to  ocean." 

In  the  First  Report,  from  which  the  above  is  quoted,  they 
state  the  number  of  auxiliaries  of  the  Society  as  321,  and  schools 
connected,  1,150,  with  11,295  teachers,  and  82,697  scholais. 
In  reviewing  their  work  for  the  year,  they  speak  of  schools 
as  existing  in  all  of  the  States,  and  in  the  territory  of  Florida 
and  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  of  auxiliary  State  Unions 
organixed,  the  first  in  New  Hampshire,  by  Rev.  Gardiner 
Spring,  D.D.,  of  New  York,  as  the  representative  of  the 


AMEBICAK  SUKDATHSCHOOL  UNION.  -55 

Board,  and  the  second  in  Connecticut,  and  of  a  general  Sunday- 
School  Union  for  Miasouri  and  Illinois.     They  estimate  the 
number  who  became  hopeftilly  pious  during  their  connection 
with  auxiliary  schools  at  1,000  teachers  and  2,000  scholars,  and 
the  whole  number  of  Sunday-echool  scholars  in  the  United 
States  at  127,000 ;  and  passing  beyond  the  United  States,  they 
mark  the  progress  of  the  Suniay-echool  enterprise  in  British 
America,  the  West  India  Islands,  South  America,  Europe,  Asia, 
Africa,  Australia  and  Polynesia,  and  estimate  the  Sunday 
scholars  of  the  world  at  more  than  1,000,000.     They  also  recog- 
nize the  Sunday-school  concert  for  prayer  as  already  existing  in 
different  parts  of  the  country. 

At  the  first  anniversary,  the  President  of  the  Society,  Alex- 
ander Henry,  presided ;  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Joshua  T. 
Russell,  of  the  Presbjrterian  church,    Newark.      The    First 
Ajmual  Report  was  read  by  Rev.  Gregory  T.  Bedell,  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  Philadelphia,  and  resolutions  were  offered 
and  seconded,  and  addresses  made  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Christmas,  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  Montreal,  Rev.  James  Keyte,  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  St.  Louis,  Peter  Hames,  Esq.,  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  Rev.  William  Staughton,  D.D.,  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  President  of  Columbia  College,  Washington 
city,  Rev.  Joseph  Holdich,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Philadelphia,  Rev.  Howard  Malcom,  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
Hudson,  N.  Y.,  Rev.  John  Breckenridge,  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  Lexington,  Kentucky,  and  Timothy  Dwight  Williams, 
Esq.,  of  the  Congregational  Church,  New  Haven,  Connnecticut. 
It  is  pleasing  to  mark  here  the  inauguration  of  the  Society 
under  the  auspices  of  distinguished  men  of  different  sections 
and  denominations — a  union  ever  so  maintained.     One  of  these. 
Rev.  Howard  Malcom,  soon  after  became  a  missionary  of  the 
Society,  as  also  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Sargent,  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 
Having  referred  to  the 
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as  inaugurated  by  the  Philadelphia  Sunday  and  Adult  School 
Union  in  the  year  1821-1822,  "  to  travel  into  various  parts  of 
the  country  to  visit  Sunday-schools,  revive  those  which  were 
languishing,  and  to  organize  new  schools ;"  and  to  the  extent 
and  success  of  the  labors  of  Rev.  W.  C.  Blair,  the  first  mis- 
sionary, it  is  proper  to  add  that  that  Society  "  continued  to 
employ  them  at  subsequent  periods  with  considerable  success ;" 
and  that  the  Managers  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union, 
from  the  beginning,  expressed  their  "  desire  to  continue  the  use 
of  those  means  which  were  so  successfully  used  by  their  prede- 
cessors in  building  up  the  Sunday-school  cause,  and  to  employ 
several  more  missionaries  immediately,  at  least  one  in  every 
State,  and  that  that  number  would  be  entirely  inadequate." 
The  original  oflicers  of  the  Society  were : 

PRESIDENT. 

ALEXANDER  HENRY. 


YICB>PBS8n>ENT8. 


Thovas  Lativer,  Philadelphia. 
Joseph  L.  Inglis,  ** 

Peter  Humes,  New  York  City. 
Timothy  D.  Williams,  Connecticut. 


Charles  Fenton  Mercer,  Virginia. 
James  Brownlee,  South  Carolina. 
Dayid  L.  Morrill,  New  Hampehire. 


managers. 


William  Alexander, 
John  Andrews, 
William  A.  Rudel, 
John  D.  George, 
John  S.  Henrt, 
E.  W.  Seelt, 
Abel  Vinton, 
Ambrose  White, 
George  B.  Claxton, 
Joseph  H.  Dulles, 
Frederick  Erringer, 
Aaron  Kills, 
John  McMullin, 
John  W.  Peters, 
Samuel  J.  Robbins, 
William  H.  Richards, 
John  M.  At  wood, 
Solomon  Allen, 


Philadelphia. 
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Philadelphia, 


John  Farr, 

Israel  Kinsman, 

James  B.  Longacrb, 

Joseph  Nagleb, 

John  Owen, 

John  C.  Pechin, 

Andrew  Adgatb,  Maryland. 

Samuel  Bayard,  New  Jertey. 

George  W.  Coe,  Georgia. 

Francis  S.  Key,  IH^triet  of  Columhicu 

Samuel  Hubbard,  Mateachutett: 

James  Harper,  Kentucky. 

Samuel  Thompson,  PittMburgh,  Pa. 

Josiah  Vinton,  Jr.,  Mat^ackuatUa. 

T.  S.  Goodman,  Ohio. 

George  Huntington,  Rotne,  N.  Y. 

James  H.  Peck,  Mi99ourx. 

Thomas  Stokes^  New  York  City. 


FREDERICK  W.  PORTER,  Correap<mding  Secretary. 

ABRAHAM  MARTIN,  Recording  Secretary. 

HUGH  De  haven,  Jr.,  Treanartr. 


ITS  PIiEA  FOB  THU  FUTURE. 

The  population  of  this  country  is  even  now  increasing  more  rapidly  tlmn 
its  Sunday-schools.  The  calls  for  now  missionaries  and  needed  help,  were 
never  more  argent  than  to-day.  This  work  may  bo  made  to  tell  in  yet  larger 
results  for  eternity.  God's  blessing  upon  it  is  every  year  more  manifest. 
The  field  widens.  Souls  are  perishing,  for  Satan  is  not  idle.  They  may  be 
nred,  for  God's  word  is  sure.  The  Society,  with  its  fifty-two  years  of  experi- 
ence, with  its  knowledge  of  ways  and  means  and  men,  and  with  all  its  com- 
plete arrangements  for  prosecuting  the  work,  may  be  made  a  yet  grander 
in«tmment  for  saving  future  America  to  Christ. 


CORTRIBUTIOHS. 

The  legal  form  of  bequest  is,  *<  1  oiyb  and  bequeath  to  The  American 
SandAy-ScbOOl  Unioily  established  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 


DOLLARS." 


Churches,  Sabbath-schools  or  individuals  may  assume  the  entire  or  partial 
support  of  a  missionary  worker,  and  receive  letters  and  reports  from  his  field. 

The  payment  of  Thirty  Dollars  constitutes  the  donor,  or  any  individual 
earned  by  him,  a  Life-Member  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union. 

Contributions  to  Missionary  work  may  be  addressed  to 

GEO.  W.  HILL,  TrMsurer,  1122  Ohestnat  Street,  FhiUdelphia. 


HISSIOHART  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Persons  desiring  information  concerning  the  Missionary  Work  should  address 

M.  A.  WTTRTS,  Beoretary  of  MissionB,  or 

Ber.  E.  W.  RIOE,  Asdstant  Secretary  of  MisnlonB, 

1122  Cexsthut  Stkext,  PaiLABKLPniv. 

Communications  from  the  State  of  New  York  may  be  addressed  to 

F.  H.  WISEWELL,  Sec  Hew  Tork  Dep.  of  Misnlons, 

Nos.  8  A  lu  BiBUt  House,  Astor  Place. 

Letters  from  the  New  England  field  may  be  addressed  to 

HELbOV  KnrOSBUET,  Seo.  Hew  England  Dep.  of  Missions, 

67  Farmijigtos  Atexce,  IlAaTroRn,  Cox!i, 

POINTS   TO    BE    REMEMBERED. 

1.  The  American  Sunday-School  Union  aims  to  unite  all 
the  people  in  the  study  of  God's  word,  especially  to  reach 
those  unreached  hy  ordinary  church  agrencies,  and  to  lead 
them  all  to  follow  Christ. 

2.  It  leaves  them  to  choose  that  church  connection  which 
they  deem  hest* 

8.  It  has  orgranized  an  averagre  of  122G  Sunday-schools  a 
year«  or  over  three  per  day,  for  every  day  of  the  past  fifty- 
two  years,  and  has  reached  and  aided  ahout  5,000,000  of 
Sabhath-school  scholars. 
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THE  SUITCAT-SCHOOL  WOBLD, 

A    Monthly  Journal,   16  pages,   quarto, 

Cuniiiins  Exj>laruition?  l>y  Rev.  Jonx  IIam.,  P.D.,  of  New  York  ;  Lesson  Talks  for  Infant 
(Muss  Toachers,  by  Mrs.  A.  W.  Knox,  and  (»tln'r  Hr.U'S  o.v  tub  Lkssons,  for  Pastors, 
Snperinten<lents,  Tearlicrs,  Parents  ami  Advanced  i^<'holars.  Only  30  cents  a  J'car,  in 
>n/iuiur.     IJY  MAIL,  00  cents;  in  clubs,  55  cents,  p(»stage  paid.* 

THE  SCEOLABS'  HAND-EOOE,  FABT  VL 

By  REV.  EDWIH  W.  BIOE. 

A  valuable  help  for  both  teacher  and  >«-hi>lar,  on  the  Lessons  from  July  to  December,  1876. 

Price,  10  cenlst  each;   100  copies,  i^yti.OO. 

LESSON  FAFEBS  FOB  SCEOLABS  (Three  Orades). 

1.  FOE  ADVANOEB  GLASSES.  2.  FOB  INTEBMEDUTE  GLASSES. 

3.  FOB  FBD£ABT  GLASSES,  with  Piotnres. 

Kach.  1<M»  o«»pies  j)er  year,  in  advance,  $0.00.    BY  MAIL,  $9.50,  postage  paid.    The  same 

rates  for  10  copies  or  over. 

aUABTEBLT  BETIEW  EELFS. 

1.  LARGE  REVIEW  CHART,  ])rinted  on  sheets  HI  by  5  feet,  in  large  bold  type,  to  be 
\icwed  by  the  whole  .school.  Price,  with  Superintendents'  Review  Paper,  explaining 
Chart,  $2.00  per  year;  50  cents  j)er  quarter,  postage  paid. 

2.  THE  SUPERINTENDENTS'  REVIEW   PAPER,    specially  prepared  for  the  use  of 

Pastors  and  Superintendents,  and 

3.  'i'AE  SCHOLARS  AND  TEACHERS'  REVIEW  PAPER,  with  the  Lessons  and  <l  olden 
Texts,  arranged  f«)r  llesp<»nsivo  Heading,  cither  on  Keview  l)ay  or  throughout  the 
quarter. 

Price  of  each  Review  Paper,  100  cojiics,  per  year,  $4.00;  per  quarter,  $1.00,  postage 
paid.     10  co]Mcs  and  over  at  the  tiuuic  rate. 

THE  CmLS'S  WOBLD, 

Contains  a  scries  of  illustrated  articles  on  Amkhicav  Historical  Tones  for  The  Ckjc- 
TKNMAL  Yi.AK.  and  on  selected  International  Lc.-sons,  by  the  Editor,  Rev.  KiriiARi> 
Xkwton,  1>.1>.;  Pict(nial  v^ketchcs  ol*  Birds,  Animals,  Trees  and  Plants  in  Bible  Lands, 
by  Rev.  Knwi.N  "NV.  Ritk,  and  other  in.stnictivo  reading  for  children  and  youth. 

](iO  copies  jjcr  year,  in  n«l\ance,  si 2.00,  monthly,  and  $24.00  semi-monthly.  BY 
MAIL.  .S^I.'i.nO  monthly,  and  .S2«».00  soini-montlily.  j)ostago  paid.  The  sane  rates  fur 
10  copies  ami  over.     Single  subscription,  2J  cents  monthly;  50  cents  semi-monthly. 

THE  INTEB2TATI02TAL  LESSOITS,  TOPICS,  OOLDEIT  TEZTS 

AND  CEITTBAL  TBVTHS, 

July  to  December,  1870.     (F«ir  the  i)ocket-book.)     64 mo,  paper.     50  cents  per  100. 

Catalogues  of  the  Society's  Publications  and  Sample  Copies  of  its  Periodicals,  fur- 
nished ^gratuitously,  on  aj)plication  to. 

ALEX.  EIBEPATBIGK,  No.  1122  Ghestnut  Street,  PhUadalphk. 
a.  S.  SGOFIELD,  No.  10  Bible  House,  Hew  Tork. 
JAS.  A.  GBOWLEY,  No.  40  Winter  Street,  Boeton. 
W.  B.  POBT,  No.  98  Dearborn  Street,  Chicago. 
8.  PAXSON,  No.  207  North  Sixth  Street.  St.  LoniB. 

*  Pastors  ami  Snporintendents  sciulinp;  C«)  rcnt»  for  a  year's  subscription  to  thy  iSunday-School 
World,  will  rcc<"ivc  ia  ad'iitiun  a  copy  of  the  SuporiutuuUcutK'  Review  l»aper,  if  tlicy  roqucHtll. 
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A  NEW  DEPARTURE. 

The  American  Sunday-School  Union  held  the  Fifty-third  Anniversary  of 
the  Society  in  the  Walnut  Street  Presbyterian  Church  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  on  the 
evening  of  May  16,  1877. 

THE  WEST  STRONGLY  ENDORSES  THE  SOCIETY'S  WORK. 

Vice-President  P.  G.  Gillette,  LL.D.  (Methodist),  on  taking  the  chair,  said: 
On  the  Fifty-third  Anniversary  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  the 
first  time  that  the  anniversary  of  this  Union  has  been  held  west  of  the  Alle- 
gheny  Mountains,  to-night  the  mother  comes  to  greet  her  children  and  her 
grandchildren,  for  this  glorious  American  Sunday-School  Union  has  been  the 
motlier  of  Sabbath-schools— I  think  the  mother  of  numerous,  almost  innu- 
merable churches,  now  pointing  their  spires  to  heaven  from  this  great  Mis- 
sissippi valley. 

The  Rev.  S.  J.  Niccolls,  D.D.  (Presbyterian),  testified  that  the  Sunday- 
School  Union  has  been  one  of  the  chief  (if  not  the  leading)  agents  in  promoting 
the  study  of  the  Bible  in  this  land  With  this  sole  object  in  view,  its  mis- 
sionaries have  gone  into  waste  places  where  ignorance  and  vice  prevailed, 
and  their  work  has  been  to  many  a  community,  where  the  fountain?  of  life 
were  cursed,  what  the  cruse  of  salt  cast  by  the  hand  of  Elisha  was  to  the 
fountain  of  Jericho.  Tiic  history  of  the  Society  is  indeed  a  glorious  one,  and 
full  of  encouragement  to  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  Is  its  work  done,  its 
mission  accomplished,  and  the  organization  ready  to  die?  The  life  of  a 
society  organized  for  work  is  conditional  upon  two  things:  first,  upon  its 
ability  to  do  the  work  for  which  it  was  organized;  second,  upon  the  need 
existing  for  it  The  first  of  these  questions  is  completely  answered  so  far  as 
regards  this  Society  by  the  history  of  the  past.  The  second  seems  to  me  to 
be  the  main  one  which  we  i^hould  press  home  upon  the  consciences  of  God's 
peoi)le  with  the  must  impressive  and  emphatic  affirmation.  The  work  is  not 
yet  done  ;  the  boundaries  of  its  usefulness  are  something  far  beyond  our  vision. 

The  Rev.  H.  D.  Ganse,  D.D.  (Presbyterian),  declared,  the  time  shall  never 
come  when  children  shall  be  born  into  this  nation  who  shall  not  need  the 
light  of  God's  truth  and  the  renewing  power  of  God's  grace.  And  while  that 
shall  be  true,  there  shall  be  need  of  the  work  of  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union.  In  order  to  bring  new  settlers  of  different  views  together  in  the 
Sunday-school  work,  Dr.  Ganse  asserted :  Vou  shall  need  somebodj/  to  inspire 
these  men  for  their  work;  some  wise^  earnest  man^  who  shall  go  from  point  to  point 
and  put  the  idea  into  minds  which  have  not  had  it,  and  show  them  the  methods 
with  which  they  are  not  familiar. 

The  Rev.  C.  L.  Goodell,  D.D.  (Congregationalist),  thought  it  a  high  com- 
pliment that  in  this  swift  and  changing  American  life  a  Society  like  this  has 
endured  the  strains  and  tests  of  fifty-three  years,  and  is  stronger  than  ever, 
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Abraham  Martin,  Samuel  Ashhurst,  M.D., 

JosKPH  Patterson,  David  Thain, 

Gko.  W.  Hill,  E.  S.  Jaffrey,  Xew  York, 

Chas.  S.  Wurts,  M.D.,  Georob  C.  Thomas, 

John  Wiest,  Hknry  Perkins. 

W.  A.  Church, 

FOB  TWO  TBABS,  EHDnrO  hat,  1879; 

Benjamin  B.  Comegys,  John  R.  Whitney, 

J.  W.  C.  Leveriuge,  Xew  York,  F.  W.  Vancxem, 

Thomas  Cooper,  Joshua  L.  Baily, 
James  M.  Brown,  Xew  York,  Lemuel  Coffin, 

George  K.  Crozer,  W.  H.  Sutton, 

James  F.  Stone,  M.D.,  W.  B.  Hanna. 

FOB  OITE  TEAB,  EimilTa  HAT,  1878. 

Alexander  Brown,  Alexander  Whilldin, 
Alexander  Van  Renssalaer,  N,  Y,,      Washington  Jones,  Wilmington,  Del, 
George  Nugent,  A.  G.  Richey,  Trenton,  N.  J., 

W.  Dwight  Bell,  S.  B.  Pratt,  Boston^  3fass., 

J.  Livingston  Erringeb,  Martin  Luther  Finckel, 

W.  Frederick  Snyder. 


OOMHITTEE  OF  FUBLIOATIOIT. 

Alexander  Brown,  James  F.  Stone,  M.D.^ 

Thomas  Cooper,  B.  B.  Comegys, 

Samuel  Ashhurst,  M.D.,  J.  W.  C.  Leveridge,  Kew  York. 

George  Nugent,  John  R.  Whitney, 

Charles  S.  Wurts,  M.D.,  George  W.  Hill, 

W.  A.  Church,  W.  B.  Hanna. 

OOMHITTLE  ON  HISSIOITS. 

George  Nugent,  John  R.  Whitney, 

Abraham  Martin,  F.  W.  Vanuxem, 

David  Thain,  John  Wiest, 

Alexander  Whilldin,  W.  Frederick  Snyder. 

OOMHITTEE  OK  FINAKOE. 

B.  B.  Comegys,  George  H.  Stuart, 

Alexander  Whilldin,  George  W.  Hill, 

Joshua  L.  Bailt. 


FIFTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  American  Sunday-School  Union,  Christian  and  patriotic 
alike  in  name,  sphere  and  scope,  principles,  purposes,  and 
work,  hails  with  gratitude  and  joy  the  advent  of  the  Second 
Centennial  era  of  the  nation's  vigorous  life  and  union ;  and 
thankfully  reviewing  the  past,  addresses  itself  anew  to  its  part 
in  giving  to  the  nation's  children  and  youth  that  Bible  instruc- 
tion which  alone  can  fit  them  to  he  worthy  citizens  of  the  Great 
Republic  and  of  the  Heavenly  Jerusalem. 

It  also  congratulates  itself  in  being  permitted  to  commemorate 
its  Fifty-third  Anniversary  in  the  great  city  ''  that  dwelleth 
npon  many  waters,  abundant  in  treasures,'*  the  metropolis  of  a 
vast  region,  which,  when  this  Society  began  its  career,  was  just 
beginning  its  development,  aided  so  largely  and  essentially  by 
the  planting  of  thousands  of  our  Bible  schools.*  • 

During  the  past  year,  the  American  Sunday-School  Union 
has  been  brought  under  new  obligations  to  render  grateful 
praises  to  Divine  Providence  and  Grace ;  also  to  thank  numerous 
friends  and  helpers  for  many  favors.  Special  mention  is  due  to 
the  American  Bible  Society  for  generous  supplies  for  mission- 
ary distribution ;  to  pastors  and  churches,  Sunday-schools,  and 
their  officers  and  associations,  and  to  other  liberal  donors,  for 
the  means  of  prosecuting  the  work  ;  to  conductors  of  the  press, 
for  diffusing  intelligence  respecting  it;  to  managers  of  public 
conveyances,  for  facilities  in  accomplishing  it ;  and  to  public 
speakers  and  writers  for  their  advocacy.  May  the  consciousness 
of  freely  serving  a  benevolent  and  beneficent  cause  be  their  satis- 
fying reward ! 

*  The  Anniversary  was  held  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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The  Society  is  again  called  to  lament  the  loss  of  many  associ- 
ates and  benefactors  whose  memory  is  precious,  and  who  are 
among  the  precious  dead  whose  works  do  follow  them.  They 
put  upon  their  obituary  record  the  names  of  Hon.  Emory  Wash- 
burn, Cambridge,  Mass. ;  Hon.  Henry  W.  Green,  Trenton, 
N.  J.,  and  Hon.  Walter  H.  Lowrie,  Meadville,  Pa.,  Vice  Presi- 
dents ;  and  of  D.  M.  Alter,  for  sixteen  years  their  faithful  mis- 
sionary in  Indiana,  Arkansas,  and  Illinois. 

EEPOET  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  PUBLIOATIOIT. 

Twelve  boqks  have  been  added  to  the  catalogue  during  the 
past  year,  of  which  ten  were  original  works,  and  two  reprints. 
Among  the  original  publications  favorably  received  are,  "  Wash- 
ington and  *76 ; ''  "  Twa  Hundred  Years  Ago ;  or.  Life  in 
New  Sweden;"  and  the  "Three  Girls  of  the  Revolution,''  illus- 
trating important  periods  in  American  history. 

The  "  Grand  Cheap  Library,  No.  1,*'  proved  so  successful  that 
we  were  induced  to  arrange  another  collection,  similar  in  form, 
but  embracing  fifty  entirely  diiferent  books.  The  Second  Series 
will,  we  trust,  be  equally  popular,  and  be  favored  with  a  still 
larger  circula»tion. 

The  new  singing-book,  "  Calvary  Songs,"  has  met  with  a  very 
favorable  reception,  and  is  being  largely  introduced  into  the 
most  successful  Sunday-schools,  and  The  Scholar  s  Hand-Books 
have  become  an  indispensable  help  in  the  thorough  study  of  the 
International  Lessons. 

PERIODICALS. 

The  Society  now  issues  nine  periodicals.  Of  the  nine,  one  is 
a  semi-monthly — The  Child's  World;  five  are  monthlies — 
The  Sunday-school  World,  The  Advanced  Lesson  Paper, 
The  Intermediate  Lesson  Paper,  The  Primary  Lesson 
Paper,  and  The  Sunday-School  Missionary,  and  three  are 
quarterlies — The  Large  Review  Chart,  The  Superinten- 
dents' Review  Paper,  and  Tub  Teachers'  and  Scholars* 
Review  Paper.    In  The  Sunday-school  World,  the  Rev. 


Dr.  John  Hall  has  continaed  his  explanations  on  the  Inter- 
national Series  of  Lessons,  and  Mrs.  Alice  W.  Knox  her  special 
helps  for  primary  class  teachers,  vith  apparently  increasing 
satisfaction.  Illustrations  of  Bible  Truth  for  the  Young,  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Newton ;  Sketches  of  Uniform  Lessons,  Methods  of 
Teaching,  and  Special  Helps  for  Scholars,  by  the  Rev.  Edwin' 
W.  Rice,  and  the  varied  original  contributions  by  the  most  dis- 
tinguished writers  on  Sunday-school  topics  in  America,  have,  as 
heretofore,  found  an  appropriate  place  in  our  periodicals.  The 
first  periodical  designed  to  aid  in  providing  better  teachers  and 
better  lessons  for  Sunday-schools  published  in  this  country,  was 
issued  by  The  American  Sunday-Scliool  Union  over  fifty  years 
ago.  Though  the  paper  was  ably  edited,  and  had  no  competitor 
in  the  whole  country,  it  attained  an  aggregate  yearly  circulation 
of  only  about  36,000.  An  aggregate  circulation  of  our  periodi- 
cals for  the  past  year  of  over  seven  and  a  quarter  millions,  indi- 
cates not  only  that  the  field  is  enlarging,  but  also  that  the  study 
of  the  Divine  Word  is  increasing,  and  that  the  Sunday-school 
cause  has  grown  to  such  a  magnitude  as  to  be  among  the  fore- 
most agencies  in  advancing  the  Church  of  Christ  on  earth. 


OEHEBAL  SUHUABT  OF  HIS8I0NABT  WORE 
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We  have  distributed  in  Virginia  from  the  home  office  25 
Bibles  and  100  Testaments,  making  the  total  number  of  Bibles 
and  Testaments  distributed  during  the  past  year,  8,726. 

This  general  summary  is  made  up  from  the  monthly  reports 
of  all  the  missionaries  as  returned  to  the  Secretary  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  these  are  also  classified  and  combined  in  the  summaries 
of  the  several  departments,  the  aggregates  of  which  are  pre- 
sented above.  This  year  we  do  not  give  the  statistica  of  each 
missionary's  work  in  their  several  reports,  but  refer  the  reader 
for  them  to  the  summaries. 

NEW  ENGLAND 

Nelson  Kingsbury,  Secretary,  reports  as  follows :  Rev.  S.  H. 
Record,  who  has  been  an  active  and  efficient  missionary  for  the 
last  thirteen  years,  has  prosecuted  his  labors  during  the  past  year 
in  four  States,  viz.,  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island. 

The  aggregate  of  his  work  for  thirteen  years  is  as  follows : 
257  schools  organized,  embracing  9,423  teachers  and  scholars ; 
1,949  schools  visited  and  aided,  containing  183,939  members ; 
17,050  families  visited,  and  1,817  sermons  and  addresses  de- 
livered. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  necessity  of  Sunday-school  missionary 
labor  in  New  England,  Mr.  Record's  experiences  during  the  last 
year  furnish  conclusive  proof  He  reports  that  in  a  trip  through 
eight  counties  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire,  he  organized  from 
one  to  four  schools  in  each ;  and  that  these  schools  by  no  means 
supplied  all  of  the  wants  of  the  towns  in  which  they  were  located. 
It  was  found  that  from  one  to  four,  and  sometimes  six,  schools 
were  needed  in  almost  every  town  passed  through.  In  several 
instances,  regularly  organized  churches  were  found  without  any 
preaching  or  Sunday-school.  Where  spiritual  life  enough  was 
found  in  any  of  the  members  to  respond  to  the  urgent  appeal,  "  Gro 
work  in  my  vineyard,'*  a  school  was  organized.  Two  such  church 
schools  were  organized — one  in  Maine,  the  other  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. The  one  in  Maine  was  in  a  few  weeks  followed  by  an  awaken- 
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ing,  and  several  hopeful  conversions  were  reported.  Some  large 
towBs  were  found,  having  from  sixteen  to  twenty-eight  school 
districts,  in  which  there  were  seldom  more  than  two  Sunday- 
schools,  and  usually  not  more  than  one ;  and  not  more  than  one- 
fourth  of  the  children  were  in  the  schools. 

In  the  first  year  of  Mr.  Record's  service  as  a  missionary  of  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union,  he  organized  a  school  in  a  place 
where  one  of  the  prominent  men  declared  that  a  Sunday-school 
could  not  be  made  to  live,  and  said  he  would  give  fifty  dollars  if 
it  lived  six  weeks.  It  did  live,  however,  and  two  churches  have 
been  the  outgrowth  of  it. 

In  visits  to  schools  organized  in  previous  years,  Mr.  R.  was 
greatly  encouraged  by  the  marked  progress  which  had  followed 
his  labors.  When  these  schools  were  started,  it  was  seldom  that 
a  grown-up  boy  or  young  man  would  identify  himself  with  them. 
On  the  contrary,  it  was  a  weekly  occurrence  to  see  these  young 
men  with  dog  and  gun  and  fishing  tackle,  or  to  meet  them  in 
their  drunken  brawls  on  their  return  from  their  grog-shops. 
Now,  in  every  school  is  found  a  Bible  class  of  young  men,  as 
well  as  of  young  women,  the  identical  boys  and  girls  who  com- 
posed these  schools  at  the  start.  .Many  of  them,  indeed,  are 
now  devoted,  active,  and  eflScient  Christians,  and  some  of  them 
teachers  and  superintendents  in  these  schools. 

Could  the  friends  and  supporters  of  this  work  but  look  in  upon 
some  of  these  Bible  schools,  and  be  able  to  appreciate,  as  the  mis- 
sionary can,  the  striking  contrast  between  the  then  and  the  7iozVy 
they  would  feel  that  their  pecuniary  aid  to  this  cause  had  been,  in 
the  highest  and  truest  sense,  a  ^^ paying  investment** 

Mr.  Leonard  W.  Parish  left  our  service  in  the  early  spring  to 
resume  his  chosen  profession  of  teaching.  He  was  a  devoted 
and  zealous  worker,  and  his  retirement  was  the  cause  of  deep 
regret. 

Mr.  George  H.  Wattles  entered  the  service  of  the  Society  in 
September,  to  work  in  co-operation  with  the  Connecticut  Sunday- 
School  Teachers'  Association  (of  which  he  is  secretary)  in  the 
prosecution  of  missionary  work  in  that  State.     He  has  been 
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actively  engaged  during  the  winter  months  in  visiting  and  aiding 
schools,  and  in  preliminary  work  for  the  spring  campaign,  having 
visited  14  schools,  with  421  teachers  and  3,438  scholars. 

Notwithstanding  the  continued  depression  in  business,  which 
has  deeply  affected  New  England,  the  receipts  from  this  field 
have  been  larger  than. those  of  the  previous  year;  and  we  note 
with  great  satisfaction  that  the  donations  were  never  more  cheer- 
fully made,  and  the  work  of  the  Society  apparently  never  more 
highly  appreciated,  for  which  we  render  devout  thanks  to  our 
Heavenly  Father 

NEW  YORK. 
F.  H.  WiSEWELL,  Secretary. 

For  more  than  forty  years,  almost  without  interruption,  some 
of  the  churches  here  have  provided  regular  support  for  the  mis- 
sionary work  of  the  American  Sunday-school  Union.  Through- 
out the  State,  as  well  in  villages  and  country  districts  as  in  the 
metropolis  and  larger  cities,  Christian  people  of  the  past  and 
present  generation  have  been  quick  to  appreciate  successive 
steps  of  progress  in  Sunday-school  ideas,  and  commendably 
prompt  at  putting  right  principles  into  practice.  Early  recog- 
nition was  thus  naturally  given  to  the  fact  that  Sunday-school 
work  in  home  neighborhoods  should  not  be  left  to  a  general 
Christian  agency  when  the  local  churches  are  able  to  care  for 
it.  The  churches  of  the  Empire  State  generally  have  acknow- 
ledged this  obligation,  and,  so  far  as  possible,  have  taken  mea- 
sures for  the  religious  instruction  of  children  whose  homes  are 
within  actual  reach.  A  close  oversight  of  local  work  by  the 
churches  themselves  is  exactly  in  line  with  the  purpose  and 
spirit  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union.  It  also  leaves 
the  Society  measurably  free  to  expend  its  energies  upon  newer 
and  needier  fields,  and  so  do  a  work  for  the  churches  which 
they  in  their  individual  capacities  cannot  reach. 

We  have  been  permitted  to  be  the  almoners  of  many  noble 
benefactions  from  individuals.  Such  gifts  have  come  to  us 
freighted  with  the  benediction  of  believing  prayer,  and  with  such 
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expressions  of  interest  in  our  work  and  sympathy  for  it,  as  make 
the  aid  bestowed  of  twofold  value.  In  enclosing  her  annual 
gift  of  four  hundred  dollars  (the  same  amount  having  been  re- 
ceived from  the  same  source  regularly  for  thirteen  years),  a 
generous  lady  donor  speaks  of  the  stringency  of  the  times  in 
the  following  courageous  and  Christian  way  : 

"  I  believe  we  are  all  much  poorer  than  we  have  been,  but  we 
most  not  begin  in  our  retrenchment  with  the  gracious  Giver  of 
all  that  we  possess.  We  can  all  afford  to  do  with  less  personally 
and  not  suffer,  for,  as  a  general  thing,  we  are  a  profuse  and 
luxurious  people,  and  it  will  not  harm  us  to  be  more  prudent 
and  self-denying.  I  hope  that  not  only  the  dear  Sunday-school 
cause,  but  also  all  the  other  trusts  that  our  Heavenly  Father  has 
given  to  His  people,  may  be  well  sustained.'* 

Other  and  smaller  gifts  have  been  accompanied  with  the  same 
encouraging  spirit  of  loyalty  and  devotion  to  the  Lord's  cause. 
The  message,  "Not  much,  but  with  all  my  heart,"  has  made  the 
gift  of  a  single  dollar  seem  big  with  blessings.  May  the  Lord 
continue  His  manifest  care  over  our  work,  making  it  increasingly 
useful,  and  yet  more  worthy  of  the  friends  He  has  raised  up 
for  it » 

NEW  JERSEY. 

J.  K.  F.  Stites  says : 

A  number  of  new  schools  have  been  organized  in  destitute 
places,  into  which  have  been  gathered  many  ignorant  ones,  who 
are  now,  for  the  first  time,  receiving  religious  instructions. 
These  schools  are,  in  some  instances,  transforming  entire  neigh- 
borhoods. In  one  locality  where,  some  time  since,  I  organized  a 
school  in  a  small  dwelling-house,  the  numbers  have  increased  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  building  has  become  entirely  too  small 
for  its  purposes,  and  steps  have  been  taken  for  the  erection  of 
a  new  chapel  for  the  school  and  other  religious  services.  Besides 
these  new  organizations,  I  have  aided,  in  various  ways,  many 
other  schools  by  visitations,  donations  of  Bibles,  Testaments, 
library  books,  papers,  &c.  There  have  been  reported  during  the 
year  246  hopeful  conversions. 
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Rev.  R.  Crittenden  writes  of: 

1.  Results. — The  spiritual  results  of  our  wort  in  Northern 
Central  Pennsylvania  during  the  past  year,  so  far  as  we  are  able 
to  judge,  greatly  exceed  those  of  any  previous  year.  Xhe  bless- 
ing of  God  upon  our  united  Sunday-school  effort  has  been  so 
manifest,  that  Christian  people  of  every  name  gratefully  recog- 
nize the  fact.  Near  the  beginning  of  the  past  year,  circulars 
calling  for  statistical  and  other  information  were  addressed  to 
pastors  and  superiutcndents.  From  the  returns  now  in  my 
hands  there  appear  some  cheering  facts.  Here  is  a  sample.  In 
Lycoming,  Centre,  Clearfield,  and  Clinton  counties,  91  Sabbath- 
schools,  not  including  those  of  county  towns,  report  1019  of 
their  members  added  to  churches  during  the  year. 

2.  Winter  Work. — Notwithstanding  the  extreme  severity  of 
the  past  winter,  a  very  marked  advance  has  been  made  in  efforts 
to  continue  regular  Bible  study  during  this  season,  which  covers 
nearly  one-half  the  year  in  this  northerly,  mountainous  region. 
More  Bible  classes  and  more  new  schools  bavt)  been  organized  in 
destitute  communities,  and  successfully  carried  through  the 
winter,  than  ever  before.  A  few  years  ago,  the  organization  of 
new  schools  in  winter  was  rarely  if  ever  thought  of  in  this  sec- 
tion. Nearly  one-half  of  all  our  Sabbath-schools,  union  and 
denominational,  are  still  closed  six  months  each  year.  We  are 
approuching  a  better  condition  of  things. 

3.  The  Work  yet  to  be  done. — In  four  counties,  Lycom- 
ing, Centre,  Clearfield  and  Clinton,  where  the  facts  have  been 
carefully  gathered,  there  are  498  Sabbath- schools,  haying  a  total 
membership  of  38,000.  From  the  remainder  of  the  population 
deduct  one-third  for  those  who  are  not  in  circumstances  to  attend 
Sab  hath- school,  and  we  have  at  the  present  time  in  these  four 
counties  not  less  than  25,000  persons  in  circumstances  to  attend 
that  never  engage  in  the  study  of  God's  word  in  the  Bible-school 
on  the  Lord's  day. 
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Rev.  C.  Reimensnyder  says : 

My  field  embraces  Lancaster,  Dauphin,  Lebanon,  Schuyl- 
kill and  Berks  counties. 

Among  the  causes  which  have  retarded  the  progress  of  the 
Sunday-school  work  in  a  portion  of  my  field,  is  the  want  of  a 
proper  regard  for  the  sanctity  of  the  Sabbath.  Many  persons 
connected  with  the  churches  in  the  rural  districts,  who  attend 
divine  service  in  the  morning,  spend  the  remainder  of  the  day 
in  social  visiting,  and  this  keeps  many  of  the  young  people 
from  Sunday-school.  And  then,  too,  some  of  the  old  members 
of  churches  continue  to  be  more  or  less  opposed  to  Sunday- 
schools.  If  it  were  not  for  this,  schools  could  be  organized  in 
connection  with  a  number  of  country  churches,  where  thoy  do 
not  exist.  Ministers  and  people  are  unwilling  to  give  offence 
to  these  old  members,  and  hence  the  work  of  organization  is 
delayed 

Another  hindrance  is  the  fact  that  the  schools  organized  in 
connection  with  some  of  these  churches  during  the  last  few 
years  are  very  defective  in  several  respects.  They  have  no 
library  books,  no  lesson  papers,  and  no  periodicals  for  teachers 
and  scholars.  Teachers  are,  with  few  exceptions,  poorly  edu- 
cated, and  little  instruction  is  imparted.  If  these  schools 
could  be  made  more  educational  and  attractive  by  the  intro- 
duction of  such  helps,  many  more  new  schools  could  soon  be 
established. 

The  objection  now  often  made  against  Sunday-schools  by 
many  is  that  among  the  books  of  the  libraries  are  works  of 
fiction.  They  regard  all  such  works  as  immoral  and  unchris- 
tian, not  discriminating  between  good  and  bad. 

There  are,  on  the  other  hand,  several  facts  of  a  hopeful  and 
encouraging  character,  showing  improvement  in  regard  to  each 
of  the  obstacles  referred  to. 

Another  encouraging  fact  is  that  more  schools  are  continued 
during  the  whole  year.  Now  and  then  an  earnest  Sunday- 
school  superintendent  or  teacher  is  willing  to  make  the  effort, 
and  it  seldom  fails  of  success. 

J.  B.  Baughman  writes : 

The  work  needs  constant  care  to  keep  it  alive  and  moving. 
We  find  many  destitute  families  in  these  mountains.  We 
have,  however,  many  things  to  encourage  us.  We  find  those 
who  say,  if  it  were  not  for  the  Sunday-school,  I  would  be 
ignorant  of  my  duty  to  God.     Others   have   told  me  that  all 
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their  hope  of  eternal  salvation  is  due  to  the  Sunday-school. 
In  some  schools  nearly  all  the  teachers  were  led  to  become  fol- 
lowers of  Christ.  A  superintendent  from  Franklin  county 
wrote  to  me  recently,  that  many  of  the  members  of  the 
Sunday-school  were  savingly  led  to  Christ,  and  says  "  God  is 
blessing  us  greatly." 

Children  who  are  taught  to  obey  God's  commands  in  the 
Sunday-school,  in  many  instances  have  become  instrumental 
in  leading  their  parents  to  Christ. 

In  visiting  public  schools,  in  company  with  the  superinten- 
dent of  public  schools,  I  asked  him,  "  Please  tell  us  whether 
you  find  any  difference  between  the  children  attending  Sunday- 
schools  and  those  who  do  not  attend.'*  "  Yes,  a  very  great 
difference;  the  Sunday-school  scholars  are  more  mannerly, 
more  prompt,  more  studious,  and  improve  much  faster." 

A  goodly  number  of  country  schools  are  now  kept  open 
which  had  closed  in  the  extremely  cold  winter  season.  Much 
improvement  has  been  made  in  studying  God's  Word  and  in 
teaching. 

In  one  school  in  York  county,  from  1,000  to  1,500  Bible 
verses  are  committed  to  memory  every  week.  In  another 
school,  14,677  verses  have  been  committed  to  memory  in  six 
months.  There  are  very  few  schools  that  are  not  using  the 
International  Lessons. 

OHIO    AND  INDIANA. 
Rev.  B.  W.  Chidlaw,  Superintendent,  reports : 

At  the  Anniversary  of  the  American  Sunday  School  Union, 
held  in  Philadelphia  last  May,  the  key-note  of  the  eloquent 
address  of  Sir  Charles  Reed,  M.  P.,  "  Go  lower  and  strike 
higher,"  gave  your  missionary  a  new  inspiration  and  clear  direc- 
tion in  the  discharge  of  duty.  By  direct  and  indirect  labors 
God  has  helped  me  to  "go  lower"  and  "strike  higher,"  so 
that  many  new  Sunday-schools  have  been  organized,  those  that 
were  feeble  and  languishing  have  been  revived  and  strengthened. 

Our  county  and  township  Sunday-school  conventions,  when 
properly  conducted,  are  agencies  of  great  usefulness,  both  in 
extending  and  improving  the  Sunday-school  work.  During  the 
past  year  I  have  attended  many  such  meetings,  held  in  various 
sections  of  my  wide  field.     Here  we  learn  the  condition  of  the 
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schools,  the  distinctions  existing,  and  devise  ways  and  means  to 
plant  the  Sunday-school  banner  in  these  waste  places.  Fre- 
quently aggressive  measures  are  adopted  that  result  in  much 
good.  To  secure  the  services  of  godly,  intelligent  and  earnest 
Christians  in  these  volunteer  labors,  is  to  them  a  means  of 
spiritual  growth,  and  an  opportunity  of  serving  the  Lord  Christ 
where  their  eflForts  are  much  needed.  Some  of  these  conventions, 
holding  sessions  for  two  or  three  days,  are  devoted  to  institute 
work,  thus  elevating  the  standard  of  Sunday-school  teaching. 

In  our  large  towns  and  villages,  when  I  endeavor  to  present 
the  claims  of  the  society,  we  hold  union  Sunday-school  meetings, 
made  up  of  several  schools  with  parents  and  teachers.  These 
occasions  secure  large  and  interested  audiences,  that  hear  from 
our  lips  the  messages  of  grace,  and  of  encouragement  to  seek 
and  to  serve  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

.     FRUIT    GATHERED. 

Last  autumn,  in  a  Union  Sunday-school  in  Whitewater 
township,  Hamilton  county,  Ohio,  four  miles  from  any  church, 
a  blessed  work  of  grace  was  enjoyed.  I  spent  nearly  a  week  in 
the  midst  of  the  work,  and  was  glad  when  I  "  saw  the  grace  of 
God"  in  the  hopeful  conversion  of  over  twenty  parents  and 
children.  This  union  school  I  organized  years  ago.  A  few 
faithful  Christians  from  an  adjoining  neighborhood  sustained  it, 
and  now,  after  the  toil  and  discouragements  of  seed-sowing, 
came  the  harvest,  in  which  we  all  greatly  rejoiced. 

THE    SUNDAY-SCHOOL    AT    THE    REFORM    SCHOOL    OF    OHIO. 

This  State  Reformatory  for  Boys,  located  near  Lancaster,  I 
frequently  visit,  and  have  precious  opportunities  of  laboring  for 
the  spiritual  good  of  its  six  hundred  inmates.  Some  time  ago, 
we  introduced  the  Liternational  Lessons,  prepared  by  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union,  and  ever  since  the  Sunday- 
school  has  been  very  interesting  and  useful.  During'  their 
outside  life,  most  of  these  boys  enjoyed  but  few  advantages  for 
wholesome  control  and  religious  instruction.     Here  they  are  in 
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a  safe  good  home,  and  not  in  a  gloomy  prison,  with  the  advan- 
tages of  an  industrial,  intellectual  and  religious  education. 
This  great  family  of  boys  is  divided  into  nine  households,  of 
from  fifty  to  sixty-five  each.  These  families  constitute  as  many 
Sunday-schools,  in  charge  of  their  "Elder  Brother"  (oflBcer), 
and  hold  a  session  for  an  hour-and-a-half  each  Sunday  morning. 
The  scholars  are  expected  to  commit  the  text  of  the  lesson,  and 
study  it  carefully.  In  this  way  they  are  encouraged  and 
assisted  by  the  officers.  At  11  A.  M.,  all  the  boys  assemble  in 
the  chapel,  the  school  is  opened  with  responsive  Bible  reading, 
singing  and  prayer.  Then  the  lesson  is  recited  from  memory. 
At  least  one  half  the  boys  are  prepared,  and  repeat  the  lesson 
with  great  accuracy  and  distinct  articulation.  Then  follows  a 
review,  in  which  they  show  the  results  of  the  study  of  the 
lesson. 

A  few  weeks  ago,  a  committee  of  the  Ohio  Legislature  visited 
the  institution  and  spent  a  Sabbath  there.  Several  of  these 
gentlemen  were  experienced  Sunday-school  workers,  and  after 
seeing  and  hearing  the  school,  pronounced  it  one  of  the  best 
they  ever  visited,  in  the  order  and  attention  which  prevailed, 
the  ability  of  the  scholars  to  recite  the  lesson  from  memory,  and 
in  answering  questions  on  the  text. 

The  efibcts  of  this  interest  and  attention  to  the  study  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures  by  the  boys,  are  seen  in  their  moral  and 
religious  improvement,  and  it  forms  one  of  the  most  efficient  and 
reliable  agencies  in  their  hopeful  reformation. 

The  Sunday-school  is  a  welcome  and  appreciated  factor,  in 
working  out  the  true  refonnation  and  preparation  of  these 
wards  of  the  commonwealth,  for  the  work  of  life  and  the  awards 
of  eternity. 

The  past  year  is  the  fortieth  of  my  services  as  missionary  of 
the  American  Sunday-School  Union.  In  sight  of  my  sixty- 
sixth  mile-stone  in  the  journey  of  life,  cheered  in  my  labors  by 
the  hearty  confidence  of  the  Society,  the  generous  support  of  my 
esteemed  patron,  E.  S.  Jafi*ray,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  and  the 
help  of  God,  I  have  entered  upon  another  year  of  Christian 


work  in  behalf  of  the  leligious  education  and  the  personal  sal- 
TstioQ  of  the  jonth  of  our  beloved  country. 

MICHIGAN. 
Rev.  TnoMAS  Wriqht,  Superintendent. 
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The  settlement  of  the  north  woods  of  Michigan  goes  on  apace. 
In  one  of  our  missionary  fields  aJone  about  130,000  acres  have 
already  been  settled  as  homesteads.  Others,  in  better  circum- 
fltsnees,  purchase  from  the  immense  tracts  of  land  owned  by  the 
railroad  companies.  The  settlers  that  come  to  stay  are,  for  the 
most  part,  intelligent  and  industrious,  who  are  determined  to 
act  on  the  principle  of  "making  the  place,  and  not  leaving  the 
place  to  make  them."  The  struggle  is  a  severe  one  with  many 
who  are  obliged  to  eke  out  their  scanty  living  by  seeking  work 
away  from  home,  often  carrying  their  families  supplies  for  miles 
on  »  hand-sled,  in  a  canoe,  or  on  their  backs.  But  such  a  hardy 
population  is  just  the  material  out  of  which  to  make  good  citizens 
and  a  thrifty  commonwealth.  They  take  naturally  to  whatever 
will  improve  their  condition.  By  timely  efforts  at  the  outset  the 
Sunday-school  missionary  may  reach  each  of  these  new  settle- 
ments while  in  a  forming  state,  and  secure  for  it  a  controlling 
Christian  influence. 

Mr.  Upson  has  continued  to  search  out  new  places,  hitherto 
nntrod  by  the  missionary,  and  laid  in  them  the  foundations  of 
Christian  communities.  In  reviewing  the  quarter-century  of  his 
eventful  work,  father  Upson  says : 

In  1861  I  commenced  laboring  as  a  missionary  of  the  Ameri- 
can Sanday-Scbool  Union.     In  these  25  years  I  nave  organized 
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or  visited  and  aided  1930  Sunday-schools,  containing  85,443 
scholars.  To  the  needy  among  these  schools  has  been  given 
$1972  in  books  and  papers,  and  the  destitute  have  been  supplied 
with  the  Scriptures.  In  doing  this  work  I  have  travelled  over 
77,000  miles  with  a  horse.  The  good  seed  has  not  been  sown  in 
vain.  Take  one  or  two  examples.  Coming  in  sight  of  a  log 
school-house,  I  saw  two  boys  chopping  by  the  wayside,  and  asked 
them  if  they  had  any  preaching  there?  "No,  sir,"  was  the  re- 
ply. "  Did  you  ever  have  a  Sunday-school  ?"  "  No,  sir. 
They  never  thought  of  such  a  thing."  I  then  requested  the  boys 
to  notify  every  family  in  the  settlement  that  I  would  be  there  on 
a  given  Sabbath  and  address  the  people.  When  the  time  came 
we  had  a  house  full  and  overflowing.  The  Sunday-school  was 
organized,  and  a  revival  of  religion  followed.  The  superinten- 
dent said  to  me,  some  months  after,  ''  You  don't  know  what  the 
Sunday-school  has  done  for  that  community.  A  large  portion 
of  the  people  have  become  Christians,  and  now  a  new  church  has 
been  built  in  place  of  the  old  log  school-house."  Of  late  my 
field  has  reached  200  miles  from  home  among  the  homestead 
settlers  of  the  north  woods.  On  visiting  the  families,  I  found 
them  sadly  destitute  of  the  Scriptures  ;  while  one  old  lady,  who 
loved  the  Saviour,  had  brought  her  Bible  with  her,  others,  who 
cared  only  for  the  things  of  this  life,  left  theirs  behind  when 
they  came  into  the  woods.  But  when  severe  sickness  visited  the 
settlement,  and  ten  of  the  child\:en  were  removed  by  death, 
parents  were  aroused  to  consider  the  interests  that  lie  beyond 
the  grave.  Not  only  did  the  Sunday-school  that  was  there  or- 
ganized prosper,  but  measures  were  taken  to  secure  the  occasional 
preaching  of  th^  word.  The  Sunday-school  missionary  did  not 
forget  to  forward  a  package  of  Testaments  for  the  supply  of  the 
destitute,  and  the  express  company  made  no  charge  for  sending 
them. 

E.  S.  Ingersoll  says ; 

My  field,  the  Grand  Traverse  region,  includes  a  new  but  pro- 
mising portion  of  the  State.  It  is  fast  becoming  peopled  with 
enterprising  settlers,  and  the  Sunday-school  missionary  is  most 
heartily  welcomed  among  them.  Their  178  school-houses,  of 
which  69  are  frame,  and  109  are  log  buildings,  stand  ready  to 
receive  him. 

During  the  year  I  have  travelled  1246  miles  on  foot.  In  the 
month  of  May  I  canvassed  Kalcasca  county,  visiting  every  set- 
tlement and  nearly  every  family,  and  organized  eleven  schools. 
In  one  of  the  settlements,  where  the  people  appeared  to  be  get- 
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ting  along  well  in  temporal  things,  while  I  found  some  anxious 
for  a  Union  Sunday-school,  others  were  totally  indifferent,  and 
others  preferred  a  denominational  school.  Finally  a  public 
meeting  was  held  and  a  Sunday-school  organized  on  the  Union 
plan.  An  elderly  lady  was  chosen  superintendent.  They  had 
no  money.  A  maple  sugar  party  was  proposed,  as  this  was  an 
article  of  manufacture  among  them.  But  who  would  buy  the 
sugar?  When  the  missionary  volunteered  to  invest,  success  was 
assured ;  almost  the  entire  community  enlisted  with  the  boys 
and  girls  in  bringing  in  the  sweet  product  of  the  maple,  which, 
addea  to  a  donation  from  the  American  Sunday-School  Union, 
famished  the  supplies  of  books  and  papers  needed.  The  super- 
intendent reports  an  increased  interest  in  the  school,  several  con- 
versions, and  a  church  organized.  Another  district  has  just 
finished  a  good  frame  school-house,  and  a  public  school  was  to 
commence  on  Monday.  We  held  a  meeting  there  on  the  Sab- 
bath, and  organized  a  Bible-school,  electing  for  superintendent 
the  only  professing  Christian  in  the  community.  His  report  now 
says,  "there  are  ten  hopeful  conversions." 

Another  neighborhood  was  found  without  even  one  professor 
of  religion.  The  settlement  was  five  years  old,  had  a  public 
school,  but  never  a  religious  meeting.  The  people  had  a  great 
fondness  for  dancing.  A  Sunday-school  was  organized,  and  it 
has  had  a  good  attendance  the  whole  time. 

Henry  Densmore  writes : 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  past  year  I  find  many  bright  spots. 
I  have  been  able  to  organize  many  new  schools.  A  large  num- 
ber of  families  were  visited  to  enlist  the  interest  of  the  people. 
The  destitute  were  supplied  with  the  Scriptures.  Three  schools 
were  organized  in  one  township  where  there  was  not  a  praying 
man  or  woman  to  be  found,  though  several  had  once  *'  belonged 
to  the  church  *'  before  coming  here.  One  of  these  said,  "I  have 
been  so  long  in  the  woods  without  religious  privileges,  that  I 
have  lost  my  first  love.'*  Another,  ''We  have  been  here  six 
years,  and  have  not  heard  a  sermon  in  the  whole  time.*'  But 
when  we  gathered  these  families  into  the  Sunday-school,  it 
seemed  to  "turn  their  hearts  back  again,"  and  they  were  glad 
to  enjoy  once  more  the  privileges  of  prayer  and  praise.  There 
have  since  been  organized  two  churches  in  this  township,  and 
three  times  I  have  been  called  upon  to  supply  the  schools  with 
Bibles  and  Testaments.  The  secretary  of  one  of  them  said, 
**  There  is  more  Bible-reading  here  now  in  one  day  than  there 
was  in  a  whole  year  before  the  Sunday-school  was  started.'* 
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The  people  in  another  settlement,  having  nothing  else  to  in- 
terest them,  had  taken  to  dancing.  The  entertainments  which 
brought  them  together  in  this  way  were  rough  and  demoralizing. 
It  required  but  little  argument  to  convince  them  that  there  was 
no  abiding  good  in  such  practices  ;  and  they  were  glad  to  accept 
the  Sunday-school  for  a  change.  As  the  people  were  all  poor, 
the  missionary  told  them  he  would  double  any  amount  they 
might  raise  for  the  expenses  of  the  school.  When  one  man  said, 
"  He  didn't  know  where  the  money  would  come  from,"  another 
replied,  "  If  it  was  for  a  dance  it  would  come,  some  way."  So 
they  started  a  subscription,  and  raised  $7  50.  The  $15  thus 
secured  furnished  them  with  everything  needed  for  the  time. 
We  had  to  go  outside  the  settlement  for  a  superintendent,  but 
the  fiddler  was  chosen  chorister,  his  sister  secretary,  and  other 
ball-goers  for  librarian  and  treasurer.  I  got  a  minister  to  go 
and  preach  for  them  occasionally ;  a  revival  started,  and  almost 
the  entire  settlement  was  converted.  When  on  a  visit  to  them 
since,  I  found  all  deeply  interested  in  "  the  old,  old  story  of 
Jesus  and  his  love."  The  fiddler  said,  "  You  have  no  idea  how  low 
we  had  got,  and  I  was  the  ringleader."  When  another  replied, 
"  You  could  not  be  more  wicked  than  the  rest  of  us,  only  because 
you  knew  more,  for  we  were  all  as  wicked  as  we  knew  how  to  be." 
feut  now  the  time  past  of  their  lives  suflSces  them  to  have  w^alked 
in  revelling,  and  they  are  endeavoring  to  put  on  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  to  seek  those  things  which  are  above. 


NORTHWESTERN  DEPARTMENT. 
F.  G.  Ensign,  Superintendent, 
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PERMANENCY. 

*'l8  your  work  permanent?''  has  often  been  asked  of  the 
missionaries  of  the  Society,  and  every  faithful  worker  can  say 
yes,  without  the  least  fear  of  successful  contradiction.  For  the 
Bible  is  our  text-book,  and  the  children  who  are  outside  of 
Sunday-school  until  we  bring  them  in,  our  field  of  labor. 

The  missionary  who  planted  a  union  Sunday-school  in  Win- 
chester, LI.,  in  a  little  school-house  among  a  plain  people,  had 
no  idea  that  he  was  performing  an  unusual  day's  work ;  but 
God  now  shows  us  that  a  little  girl  who  went  from  her  home 
that  morning  to  that  Sunday-school  was,  by  leading  her  father 
there  on  the  following  Sabbath,  to  open  the  door  to  70,000 
other  neglected  children,  for  whom  he  would  organize  1,300 
schools.     This  form  of  permanency  we  see  all  the  time. 

CONVERSIONS. 

It  has  been  said  that  one  of  our  great  home  missionary  socie- 
ties averages  about  six  conversions  to  a  missionary  a  year,  and 
of  one  of  the  leading  foreign  missions,  about  eleven  or  twelve 
to  the  missionary  ;  and  that  to  the  freedmen  about  the  same. 
For  six  or  seven  years  past  the  conversions  reported  have  been 
about  seventy  a  year  to  each  missionary  of  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union  in  the  Northwest. 

A  Sunday-school  will  not  live  a  great  while  unless  there  is 
vital  piety  in  the  leaders.  If  they  have  not  this  at  first,  the 
work  in  the  Sunday-school  will  lead  to  it,  or  lead  them  out  of  the 
school.  It  is  not  an  unfrequent  occurrence  that  no  religious  man 
or  woman  can  be  found  in  a  settlement  to  take  charge  of  the 
school,  and  the  best  material  obtainable  is  selected,  and  the 
result  is  the  conversion  of  the  leader  very  soon.  As  one  super- 
intendent said  not  long  since,  "  I  was  not  a  Christian  when  I 
was  selected  to  superintend  the  school,  but  I  soon  discovered 
that  the  object  of  the  Sunday-school  was  to  lead  children  to 
Jesus.  This  /  could  not  do,  and  I  decided  that  either  I  must 
go  to  Him  myself  or  give  up  the  school.     I  decided  to  seek  the 
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Saviour/'     The  result  was,  many  others  came  after  he  had  found 
the  way,  and  could  tell  them  how  to  come. 

CHRISTIAN    UNION    AND    MANLINESS    PROMOTED. 

The  Union  Sunday-school  has  this  further  to  commend  it  to 
thinking  people.  It  fosters  Christian  union,  and  with  compara- 
tively little  assistance  such  schools  assume  their  own  support. 
There  are  instances  where  union  schools  have  been  self-sustain- 
ing for  some  years,  and  have  had  denominational  aid  offered  to 
them,  but  have  declined  it  because  of  their  ability  to  take  care 
of  themselves. 

We  have  given  special  attention  as  heretofore  to  the  instruction 
of  teachers,  and  keeping  our  schools  open  during  the  year.  In 
both  these  departments  there  has  been  a  decided  advance. 

The  permanency  of  our  organizations  has  been  looked  into 
with  special  care,  and  with  the  most  gratifying  results. 

One  missionary  reports  only  3  schools  dead  out  of  75  organ- 
ized. When  he  began  work,  but  few  schools  pretended  to  keep 
open  during  the  winter.  Nearly  all  his  schools  were  in  active 
service  during  all  the  year. 

Another  missionary  in  the  same  state  reports  43  out  of  84 
of  his  schools  perennial ;  while  a  third,  in  the  most  northerly 
field  occupied  by  this  Society,  has  formed  179  schools,  and 
already  30  churches  have  grown  out  of  them,  and  at  60  other 
places  preaching  has  been  secured,  and  the  Sunday-schools  pre- 
pared the  way  and  laid  the  foundations  for  both. 

WORK    EXAMINED    AND    APPROVED. 

We  have  invited  a  few  men  of  known  ability  to  make  a 
careful  examination  of  the  work  on  the  field.  Rev.  Arthur 
Mitchell,  D.D.,  of  Chicago,  spent  a  part  of  his  summer  vaca- 
tion with  one  of  the  veteran  missionaries  in  Minnesota.  His 
expressions  of  hearty  approbation  and  endorsement  of  the 
union  work  have  been  widely  given  to  the  public. 

Rev.  11.   S.   De  Forest,  of  Waterloo,  Iowa   (pastor  of  the 
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Congregational  church),  after  very  carefully  observing  this  work 
in  western.  Iowa,  places  it  in  the  front  rank  of  evangelizing 
agencies. 

Hon.  J.  M.  McKenzie,  late  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion in  Nebraska,  having  seen  much  of  the  work  in  that  State, 
and  knowing  its  value  to  the  scattered  communities,  bears 
cheerful  testimony  to  the  Union,  and  urges  that  we  have  more 
workers  in  the  State.  He  says  there  are  2,500  school-houses, 
and  only  900  Sunday-schools,  whereas,  there  ought  to  be  a  Sunday- 
school  in  every  school  district  remote  from  churches. 

Henry  Plant,  Esq.,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  after  twelve  years' 
experience  as  a  Sunday-school  superintendent,  and  an  officer  in 
the  State  Sunday-school  Association,  says  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union  is  called  upon  to  lay  the  foundations  in  those  new 
communities.  He  has  been  with  our  missionaries  many  months 
in  succession,  during  two  or  three  years  past,  and  especially  this 
winter,  and  is  more  emphatic  in  his  commendations  now  than 
ever  before. 

UNION    SCHOOLS    A   NECESSITY. 

A  glance  at  any  of  these  agricultural  States  must  convince  any 
candid  person  that  it  is  the  Union  Sunday-school,  if  anything, 
that  must  reach  the  people. 

Take  the  State  of  Minnesota.  Commencing  in  1850  with 
6,007  people,  it  now  has  597,000.  These  are  from  15  foreign 
nationalities,  217,000  having  been  born  abroad,  175,000  were 
bom  in  18  different  States  and  territories  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  rest,  about  205,000,  were  born  in  Minnesota.  About 
426,000  live  in  country  villages  of  less  than  500  inhabitants  and 
on  farms. 

The  public  schools  report  228,000  scholars,  and  the  Sunday- 
schools  about  75,000  ;  and  it  has  been  said  that  from  one-half  to 
three-quarters  of  all  the  Sunday-schools  in  the  State  are  union 
schools. 

Illinois  is  no  exception.  The  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction reports  1,023,150  persons  of  school  age,  while  the 
Sunday-schools  report  only  445,329  scholahs. 
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REVIVALS. 

Our  schools  have  shared  in  these  with  the  more  favored  places, 
and  our  missionaries  have  been  crowded  with  work  all  the  winter 
through.  At  one  of  the  settlements  in  Iowa,  where  a  very 
extensive  revival  has  been  in  progress,  led  by  one  of  our  mis- 
sionaries, the  superintendent  informed  me  that  there  had  been 
a  settlement  where  his  school  is  located  for  twenty-three  years, 
but  until  recently  they  had  never  had  a  Sunday-school. 

The  record  of  work  done,  we  give  below,  more  in  detail. 

NEBEASEA. 

Rev.  Wm.  Metcalf  writes  from  Southern  Nebraska : 

During  the  year,  five  churches  organized  and  some  65  con- 
versions are  permanent  results  of  our  work.  I  have  spent 
much  of  the  time  this  winter  in  revival  meetings.  I  regret  that 
I  have  not  done  more,  but  twice  during  the  year  the  rider  upon 
the  pale  horse  visited  my  family  and  took  two  of  our  dear  chil- 
dren away,  and  long  did  he  seem  to  linger  near  our  home,  as 
though  he  would  bear  others  away  from  us. 

The  superintendents  of  some  of  Mr.  Metcalf 's  schools  tell 
their  own  story,  for  which  we  give  a  little  space.     One  writes : 

The  Sunday-school  which  you  organized  in  our  district  at 
Sardine  school-house,  January  30,  1876,  has  been  the  means  of 
bringing  regular  preaching.  Two  churches  have  sprung  up, 
growing  out  of  the  school.  I  never  saw  such  a  change  in  any 
other  neighborhood  as  there  has  been  in  this. 

The  superintendent  of  Antioch  Union  Sunday-school,  Rich- 
ardson county,  Nebraska,  says : 

Since  our  Sunday-school  was  organized,  August  15,  1875,  it 
has  not  missed  a  single  Sunday. 

I  think  our  attendance  rather  good  for  a  neighborhood  so 
thinly  inhabited,  and  without  church  organization,  but  with  great 
diversity  of  religious  opinions,  Methodist,  Baptist,  Presbyterian, 
&c.,  &c.,  besides  people  of  the  world  seemingly  without  religious 
impressions.  We  use  the  lesson  leaves,  and  consider  them  val- 
uable; first,  in  furnishing  a  well  systematized  plan  of  Bible 
study;  second,   in   bringing   out   by   questions   the   important 
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points  in  the  lesson ;  third,  in  furnishing  many  items  of  infor- 
mation illustrating  the  meaning  of  the  text. 

The  superintendent  of  St.  PauFs  Union  Sunday-school, 
Nebraska,  says : 

I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  to  you  that  the  Sunday-school 
organized  by  Mr.  Metcalf,  January  19,  1876,  with  a  member- 
ship of  20  scholars,  has  increased  to  70.  Many  are  now  reading 
the  word  who  did  not  before,  and  some  adults  have  learned  to 
read  who  could  not  read  at  all  before.  Two  have  been  added  to 
the  church.  We  are  using  the  lesson  leaves  with  good  results  ; 
what  books  and  papers  we  have  are  eagerly  read. 

Good  has  been  done  by  the  school ;  first,  a  better  feeling  in 
the  neighborhood ;  second,  a  place  to  go  and  hear  the  word  and 
read  it  on  the  Lord's  day,  and  sowing  the  seed  among  the 
children. 

I.  P.  Gage,  missionary  on  the  North  Platte,  in  Nebraska, 
writes: 

The  vacations  in  winter  among  my  schools,  both  old  and  new, 
are  very  rare.  Revival  influences  have  been  felt  in  several 
places,  and  the  spirit  of  inquiry  manifested  in  almost  all.  The 
Lord  Jesus  has  never  honored  our  work  more  signally  in  this 
respect  than  during  the  past  year.  The  new  schools  have  been 
specially  remembered. 

As  in  previous  years,  I  have  found  a  pressing  demand  upon 
my  time  and  energies  to  aid  in  the  support  and  improvement  of 
existing  schools,  and  so  important  have  I  deemed  this  branch  of 
my  work,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  respond  to  half  the  calls 
made  upon  me  to  go  forward  and  possess  new  territory. 

Inexperienced  leaders  hang  upon  me  for  advice  and  instruc- 
tion, and  when  we  consider  that  those  whom  they  are  to-day 
teaching  in  their  schools  and  classes  will  in  the  near  future 
become  in  turn  the  leaders  of  the  Sunday-school  cause  in 
Nebraska,  all  one's  time  and  skill  and  energy  seems  little  enough 
to  bestow  upon  a  work  so  important. 

Holding  these  views,  and  beset  by  these  demands,  in  addition 
to  the  formation  of  new  and  the  aiding  of  existing  schools  during 
the  past  year,  I  have,  to  the  full  extent  of  my  time  and  strength, 
held  conventions  of  Sunday-school  workers,  with  the  view  not 
only  to  strengthen  and  encourage  them  in  their  work,  but  also 
for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  the  introduction  of  improved 
methods  of  superintending,  teaching,  kc.     Of  these  conventions, 
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1  have  arranged  for  and  attended  26  during  the  year,  besides  at- 
tending numerous  other  gatherings  of  >Yorkers  by  invitation, 
where  the  preliminary  arrangements  had  been  made  by  others. 

Personally,  I  love  my  work  more  and  more.  For  my  four 
years  in  Nebraska  I  have  given  myself  body  and  soul  to  its  pros- 
ecution, and  midday  and  midnight,  summer  and  winter,  have 
been  filled  with  a  kind  of  joyous  enthusiasm  which  has  never 
really  tired.  The  outlook  ahead  is  encouraging  for  the  entire 
State. 

DAKOTA. 
W.  S.  Bell  writes : 

During  last  season  there  were  in  the  eight  counties  which  em- 
brace my  field  73  American  schools  in  active  operation.  Of 
these,  12  were  in  towns,  where  there  were  regular  church  organi- 
zations and  services,  leaving  Gl  country  schools.  Of  this  number, 
34  have  been  organized  by  myself  since  coming  to  the  Territory, 
and  of  the  27  remaining,  15  have  been  aided  by  me  in  various 
ways, 

I  have  organized  14  of  these  during  the  past  year,  principally 
in  Lincoln  and  Minnehaha  counties,  two  of  the  newer  counties  in 
the  northeastern  part  of  my  field.  Of  this  number,  nine  were 
organized  in  private  houses  in  quite  thinly-settled  communities, 
and  in  but  two  districts  did  they  have  any  regular  preaching. 

In  several  cases  the  success  attending  these  schools  has  been 
quite  marked.  In  one  instance,  I  visited  a  neighborhood  in 
which  the  leading  family  were  spiritualists,  and  through  their 
influence  a  literary  society  had  been  organized,  to  meet  on  Sun- 
day afternoons,  in  a  grange  hall  which  had  just  been  erected.  I 
attended  one  of  their  meetings,  and  tried  to  persuade  them  to 
turn  it  into  a  Sunday-school,  but  those  present  were  not  willing 
to  do  this,  nor  to  have  the  building  used  for  such  a  purpose. 
Finally,  however,  one  man  got  up  and  said  that  he  had  been  a 
church  member,  and  that  if  I  would  come  to  his  house,  three 
miles  away,  I  might  organize  a  Sunday-school  there.  I  did  so. 
The  Sunday-school  grew  and  prospered ;  the  literary  society 
dwindled  and  died.  In  another  neighborhood,  in  which  there 
were  very  few  Christians,  the  superintendent  walked  three,  and 
his  assistant  five  miles,  in  order  to  attend  the  school. 

The  number  of  schools  kept  open  during  the  present  winter  is 
about  the  same  as  last.  Our  great  hindrance  in  this  direction  is 
a  lack  of  suitable  places  in  which  to  meet.  A  great  majority  of 
the  school  districts  are  yet  without  school-houses,  and  even  where 
they  have  them,  a  great  many  are  mere  shells,  fit  only  for 
summer  use. 
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In  a  neighborhood  in  which  I  organized  a  Sunday-school, 
nearly  two  years  ago,  there  were  no  religious  services  in  the 
community.  Since  then  they  have  had  some  preaching,  though 
at  yery  irregular  intervals.  The  Sunday-school,  however,  has 
continued  summer  and  winter.  Their  school-house  is  a  very  in- 
ferior one,  holding  about  80  persons,  but  in  it  we  have  had  some 
very  precious  meetings.  The  attendance  and  attention  was  all 
that  could  be  desired,  and,  better  than  that,  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  was  with  us.  Seventeen,  nearly  all  pupils  in  the  Sunday- 
school,  were  led  to  give  their  hearts  to  the  Saviour,  and  a  num- 
ber who  had  been  His  disciples  were  quickened  into  a  new  life. 

IOWA. 
J.  S.  Love,  of  Western  Iowa,  writes . 

Eleven  months  ago  I  commenced  my  mission  work  on  this 
field,  and  found  that  several  attempts  had  been  made  to  bring 
the  children  and  youth  under  Bible  instruction  on  the  Sabbath, 
but  each  effort  had  signally  failed,  and  the  people  generally  had 
settled  down  under  the  conviction  that  nothing  more  would  or 
could  be  tione.  On  visiting  those  destitute  settlements,  I  soon 
learned  that,  outside  of  a  few  central  points,  the  field  was  entirely 
uncultivated.  At  a  large  majority  of  the  points  where  I  have 
formed  schools,  no  preaching  or  religious  meetings  of  any  kind 
have  ever  been  held,  and  many  have  told  me  that  they  have  not 
heard  a  sermon  for  four,  six,  and  some  nine  years.  Many  young 
people  say  they  never  heard  a  sermon  in  their  life.  In  many 
houses  not  a  copy  of  the  Bible  was  found,  and,  of  course,  no 
reverence  for  God's  house  or  day. 

At  a  point  which  for  years  had  the  reputation  of  being  a  noto- 
riously wicked  place,  I  commenced  to  work  up  a  school,  and 
spent  a  week  among  them.  On  Sunday  morning  I  went  early, 
and,  to  my  surprise,  the  house  was  full.  We  commenced  in  the 
usual  way,  singing,  reading  and  prayer.  I  was  afterward  told 
that  was  the  first  audible  prayer  ever  offered  in  that  school-house, 
or,  so  far  as  known,  in  the  settlement. 

A  worldly  man  was  elected  superintendent,  who  said  he  could 
repeat  the  Lord*s  Prayer ;  funds  were  raised  for  The  Child's 
World,  Lesson  Papers,  and  a  ten-dollar  library.  That  is  now 
one  of  the  most  efficient  schools  on  my  list,  and  no  more  card- 
playing  in  the  settlement. 

ily  schools  are  all  increasing  in  interest,  and  I  am  urging 
the    necessity    of    teachers'    meetings,    and    with    success    in  j 
in  some  schools.  ^  Township  conventions  are  growing  in  favor  ^ 
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^nd  nis^resc.  Coantj  and  district  conventions  are  also  be- 
cymhi  Tery  popular.  All  of  those  I  have  worked  hard  to 
•jrpLaize  and  sustain.  Mv  schools  are  too  young  to  say  how 
3iaaT  ccnxersions  we  have  in  them.  This  we  do  know,  that  a 
^r^-  cnaagu  has  taken  place  in  some  localities,  and  some  arc 
^vienrlx  converted.  In  about  half  the  places  where  we  have 
^cioclsv  there  is  no  other  religious  service.  The  others  have 
^AX*asioDaI  pn^airhing,  or,  as  they  say,  just  as  they  can  catch  it. 
A*  jeTiin.  or  ei^iht  points  we  have  a  weekly  prayer  meeting. 
Tw«n:y<hn?«  of  my  schools  have  lived  through  winter ;  five  are 
a^a:  nnbix  ro  start  again :  one  is  dead. 

C  S^  Billing  Waterloo,  Iowa,  writes: 

I  3ave  or^jfaniaed  and  held  two  Sunday-school  conventions, 
waica  w^jr?  a  itvac  suvnress,  and  a  delight  to  the  people.  Besides 
r^i^jular  wi?rk.  I  hare  made  many  addresses  and  preached  more 
$irrtuotiSv  widi  :ie  rvtsilc  of  a  general  revival  and  175  conversions. 
Th^j  ^*av'%^i:>  ::i  aiy  departiaeiu  were  never  as  flourishing  as  now. 
Ma^tv  have  wucuiOLed  during  the  winter,  and  some  of  them  by 
uicir  .abor^  iuv^  Ixeea  blessed  with  a  precious  revival.  In  one 
p&sic\^  L  v^r^tiaed  a  school  where  they  had  not  had  any  religious 
5<*r%tv>>  tor  5wettcy<tuve  years*  The  school  has  enjoyed  a  revival 
this  >%tn;cr.  bavtu^  :io  conversions*  and  has  also  sent  out  mission- 
ai»cs  aitd  \/r,iatii4ed  another  Sunday-school.  I  have  often  met 
^:tii  >:rvit:C  .»?tj^^^"- ^^5  I  ^^  any  opposition  can  be  over- 
cviuc  ',>^  a  i^^?  >uud»v-scaooL 

KHIESOTA. 
M;Ai:v-*t  ^  Lcwts*  cf  C^*n:ral  Minnesota^  writes: 

Vv  ico^»m'«a::ottal  di9enHio«  and  strifes  I  have  met  in  my 
*»s*  ;:'{.^  N»^vc  tit^  tEcUi  ar^  simply  heart-sickening.  When  the 
}N\H'*v.^  CTfcit  V  c^thcred  toother  in  a  union  effort,  their  hearts 
5^*t>vtt^  a.**si  t^T*  ^riril  works  in  and  through  them  for  the  glory 
^i  v»s\t  t^  Ivvftvlivi:  ittCtt  to  believe  on  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
v*ui  I  v*i\i  a:Ki  Sa^  x^ur* 

V\u'  His\%utj:*  arv  atiwded  by  persons  of  all  shades  of  opinion, 
Aitvi  s-a^  ^o\i  ox\^i  SkHue  truth,  like  a  barbed  arrow,  has  reached  the 
^>iHv{  s  biv\ir«.  aud  W  htm  to  the  foot  of  the  cross.  Bible  read- 
ni^fi  at\^  hvvvi  :u  vv«tt<viion  with  our  Sabbath-school  work,  which 
hi.vv  i\w<\v\i  s;^ual  W\\ssiugs  during  the  year  1876-77. 

IV  aHKHtnrof  trawl  has  been  very  great,  being  about  7,255 
uK\ttv  br^^v  ;v^  ihvvto  who  neevi  words  of  cheer  in  those  counties 
wlKxv  iW  $v\Hir^^  v^'  tW  grasshopper  has  stripped  the  people  of 
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their  living,  and  I  gave  such  aid  as  the  Lord  put  into  the  hearts  of 
His  people  to  supply.  I  am  one  who  thoroughly  believes  that 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  religion  in  a  smiling  face  and  hearty 
shake  of  the  hand.  Those  in  sorrowing  homes  need  this  as  well 
as  more  substantial  aid;  both  should  go  together.  Then  the 
people  receive  the  gospel  gladly ;  and  I  believe  here  lies  one 
secret  of  our  great  success.  The  new  schools  have  been  planted 
often  with  many  prayers  and  tears,  and  the  scholars  and  teachers 
have  supplemented  these  with  their  tears  and  their  prayers. 

I  have  visited  a  very  large  number  of  our  older  schools  during 
week-day  evenings,  to  lay  before  them  God*s  word  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  induce  them  to  go  forth  in  the  love  of  it  to  win 
others.  To  visit  hundreds  of  families  as  I  have,  to  exalt  the 
name  of  Him  I  love,  has  been  very  pleasant,  and  always  with 
cordial  greetings. 

D.  H.  Mason,  of  Northern  Minnesota,  reports. 

The  organization  of  9  churches  and  the  conversion  of  160 
persons,  the  result,  directly  or  indirectly,  of  our  work.  Review- 
ing the  field  upon  which  we  have  operated  for  less  than  six 
years,  we  find  30  churches  which  have  been  the  outgrowth  of 
our  schools,  and  60  points  of  regular  preaching  are  furnished  by 
our  previous  organizations. 

Never  have  we  had  more  delightful  and  profitable  meetings 
than  those  of  the  series  held  last  November  at  Litchfield,  Dassel, 
Marine  Prairie,  St.  Cloud,  Sauk  Centre  and  Alexandria.  With 
the  blessing  of  the  Lord  and  the  assistance  of  such  a  noble 
worker  as  Henry  Plant,  Esq.,  they  could  not  be  otherwise. 
Among  the  interesting  facts  noted  was  the  distance  which  some 
came  to  attend  the  meetings.  Two  wagon  loads  of  delegates 
came  into  St.  Cloud  from  Sunday-schools  15  and  20  miles  dis- 
tant. One  of  these  delegations  got  up  at  2  o'clock  A.  M.,  and 
started,  so  as  to  lose  no  part  of  the  convention.  Their  superin- 
tendent lives  8  miles  from  his  Sunday-school,  and  walks  that 
distance  every  Sabbath  morning,  leaving  home  by  daylight  in 
order  to  reach  his  school  by  ten  o'clock.  A  delegation  came  20 
miles  to  attend  our  convention  at  Alexandria,  who  were  from  a 
Sunday-school  which  I  organized  five  years  ago  in  a  log  hut  on 
the  prairie,  used  as  a  school-house,  which  was  covered  with  sod 
and  had  the  ground  onl^  for  a  floor.  Since  that  time  the  settle- 
ment has  greatly  increased,  and  three  spacious  school-houses  have 
been  erected  in  difierent  localities,  in  each  of  which  a  Sunday- 
school  is  maintained.  A  genuine  revival  interest  has  several 
times  marked  the  labors  of  the  faithful  little  band  who  have 
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carried  on  the  work  from  the  commencement  in  the  midst  of  ex- 
tremest  difficulties,  contending  with  poverty,  general  indiflFerence, 
and  cold  and  cruel  opposition  and  ridicule. 

Two  churches  have  been  organized,  a  minister  and  his  family 
have  come  to  them,  and  this  last  winter  they  have  had  a  revival, 
such  as  has  not  been  known  in  all  this  region,  in  which  100  per- 
sons are  hopefully  converted. 

A  superintendent  from  one  of  our  country  schools,  in  which 
^there  has  also  been  a  glorious  revival,  reports  a  growing  interest 
and  an  average  attendance  of  50  scholars.  He  tells  of  a  novel 
but  most  successful  mode  of  raising  means  for  the  support  of  the 
school. 

In  early  spring  all  the  members  are  encouraged  to  plant  and 
cultivate  a  small  crop,  the  proceeds  of  which,  when  sold  at  the 
fall  fair,  are  given  into  the  Sunday-school  treasury. 

We  have  never  before  had  so  many  schools  survive  the  winter. 
This  we  deem  very  encouraging,  and  give  all  honor  to  the  faith- 
ful workers.  But  still  the  feeling  is  altogether  too  prevalent 
that,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  school  must  close  during  the 
winter. 

SCANDINAVIAN   WORK. 

Ole  Syverson  says: 

•  During  the  past  twelve  months  I  have  seen  more  blessed  re- 
sults of  my  missionary  labors  on  these  frontiers  than  in  any 
previous  year.  I  give  a  few  facts.  While  stopping  at  a  village 
during  dinner  time,  a  man  was  introduced  to  me  as  the  superin- 
tendent-elect of  one  of  my  Sunday-schools.  But  great  was  my 
astonishment  as  I  recognized  in  him  a  person  who,  six  months 
ago,  had  attracted  my  attention  by  his  drunkenness  and  rowdy- 
ism in  the  streets  of  that  quiet  village.  At  that  time  his  breath- 
ing was  of  wrath  and.  threatenings  against  the  disciples  of  Christ, 
and  he  seemed  ready  to  strike  anybody  who  ventured  to  speak  a 
word  to  him  about  his  soul.  Now  he  was  entirely  different — 
humble,  but  rejoicing  in  the  new  hope  that  had  been  established 
in  his  soul. 

At  Big  Stone  Lake  I  organized  three  Sunday-schools  in  the 
fall  of  1875,  which  were  the  very  first  institutions  they  ever  had. 
On  visiting  this  place  again  last  summer,  I  learned  that  the  schools 

had  been  constantly  at  work  during  the  whole  year.    Mr.  L , 

a  Swedish  farmer,  had  allowed  one  of  these  schools  to  be  taught  in 
his  own  house  all  the  time  until  the  spring  opened.  Then  the  school 
moved  out  into  a  beautiful  grove,  where  benches  had  been  put 
up  for  seats  under  the  shady  trees.     Some  boys  I  found  seated 
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on  the  trunk  of  an  old  tree  that  had  been  cut  down  by  the  In- 
dians. Here  now,  in  shelter  of  high  bluffs,  commanding  a 
charming  view  over  the  great  lake,  the  living  God  was  wor- 
shipped with  prayer,  study  and  praise. 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  received  a  letter  from  some  dear  Sunday- 
school  boys  in  Renville  county,  from  eight  to  fourteen  years  of 
age.  The  letter  contained  $2.25,  and  words  as  follows :  *'  We 
feel  thankful  to  you  for  our  Sunday-school,  and  the  nice  books 
you  gave  us  last  spring.  We  wish  you  to  receive  these  few  cents 
from  us  for  the  good  of  needy  children  elsewhere.  We  have 
trapped  for  this  money  and  a  few  dollars  more ;  but  our  crop 
being  destroyed  last  summer,  we  had  to  send  the  balance  to  buy 
some  shoes  for  the  winter.** 

In  some  places  where  the  people  are  all  Scandinavians,  there 
arise  occasional  difficulties  in  sustaining  permanent  work  in  the 
Sunday-schools,  not  for  want  of  interest,  but  for  lack  of  teachers. 
I  have,  however,  the  encouraging  experience  that  a  school  once 
organized  among  the  Scandinavians  will  seldom  or  never  sink 
down  into  a  permanent  death.  After  an  interval  of  suspension, 
it  rises  again  with  renewed  life  and  increased  strength.  Six 
Miles  Grove  Sunday-school  is  a  specimen  of  this  kind.  It  is 
nearly  three  years  old,  and  has  been  suspended  several  times, 
but  has  been  reorganized  as  often  with  increased  interest. 

Wm.  Gunderson,  of  Southern  Minnesota,  says  : 

When  I  was  in  localities  where  no  preacher  served,  and  was 
urged  to  preach,  I  have  ministered  the  gospel  49  times,  besides 
attending  62  family  prayer-meetings. 

Much  attention  has  been  paid  towards  awakening  the  Chris- 
tians in  church  organizations  to  more  vigorous  life.  Our  aim 
has  specially  been  to  arouse  an  earnest  desire  to  study  the  Bible^ 
to  find  the  truth  ourselves,  not  depending  on  others.  There  is 
much  tendency  to  make  mission  Sunday-schools  mere  singing- 
schools,  leaving  out  of  sight  the  true  object.  This  we  have 
endeavored  to  overcome. 

At  my  very  last  meeting  six  persons  testified  that  they  had, 
daring  the  efibrts  this  winter,  become  concerned  about  their 
souls,  and  had  now  found  peace  in  Jesus. 

ILLINOIS. 

One  of  our  number,  D.  M.  Alter,  died  at  Centralia,  111.,  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1877.  In  the  sixteen  years  of  his  service  he  reported 
271  new  schools  organized,  with  1294  teachers  and  10,945 
scholars.     Of  the  many  hardships  and  exposures  which  he  en- 
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dared  in  travelling  among  the  deatitatc,  in  all  sorts  of  weather, 
hia  wife  now  Bays,  "  My  heart  sinks  when  I  think  of  them,  but 
it  was  his  chosen  work,  and  cheerfully  home  for  the  Master's 
sake."  Hundreds  of  neighborhoods  with  their  scanty  religious 
privileges  will  misa  his  timely  visits  and  aid. 

EAJTSAS  Aim  COLOBADO. 
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L.  Milton  Marsh  reports : 

The  work  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  in  Kansas 
has  been  more  successful  during  the  past  than  any  prerious  year 
of  my  labor  here.  One  of  the  encouraging  features  of  our  work 
ia  the  increasing  interest  in  conventions  and  institutes,  and  a 
desire  on  the  part  of  workers  in  our  smallest  schools  to  know  how 
to  do  the  best  work.  We  have  pushed  the  Sunday-school  into 
the  frontier  settlements,  and  established  it  in  destitute  districts, 
thereby  supplying  those  who  were  deprived  of  the  religious 
privileges  enjoyed  in  their  eastern,  homes,  with  a  weekly  Sabbath 
meeting  for  the  study  of  the  word  of  God. 

I  organized  a  Sunday-school  in  a  settlement  withont  any 
regular  religious  service,  and  by  several  timely  visits  it  was  kept 
alive  during  the  winter.  A  prayer-meeting  was  established,  and 
soon  a  revival  began  that  brought  55  souls  to  Christ  as  their 
Saviour,  and  a  church  was  organized  with  29  members.  The 
influence  extended  to  an  adjoining  district,  quickening  the  hearts 
of  professing  Christians,  leading  several  to  believe  in  Christ.  A 
church  had  been  in  existence,  but  was  considered  dead.  The 
scattered  members  were  brought  together,  the  church  reorganiEsd, 
regular  preaching  established,  other  meetings  held,  more  conver- 
sions, and  now  they  have  thirty  members. 

The  interest  extended  to  still  another  settlement.  By  request 
I  organized  a  Sunday-school  for  them.  Several  conversions 
were  reported  within  five  months.  In  another  school,  started 
last  spring,  15  converts  are  reported.  The  superintendent  of  a 
school  writes,  "  We  have  had  a  precious  work  of  grace  in  our 
school;  nearly  every  scholar  old  enough  was  converted."  In 
the  schools  aided  there  has  been  a  deep  interest,  and  many 
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brought  to  Christ.  More  than  200  conversions  have  been  re- 
ported in  these  Union  schools  during  the  year.  For  these  mani- 
festations of  God's  approval  of  our  work  for  the  destitute  we 
render  to  Him  gratitude  and  thanksgiving. 

Dana  Magoon  writes : 

My  work  has  been  principally  among  those  neighborhoods 
that  were  deprived  of  every  other  means  of  religious  in- 
struction. I  have  organized  a  number  of  schools  in  districts 
where  there  was  not  a  man  but  refused  positively  to  serve  as 
superintendent,  and  we  had  to  import  one,  or,  as  in  some 
instances,  a  lady  would  volunteer  to  serve. 

At  the  place  where  I  established  my  first  school,  before  six 
months  had  passed  a  revival  began,  and  two  churches  were  or- 
ganized, with  39  members,  and  by  its  influence  another  Sunday- 
school  was  organized  three  miles  away. 

At  the  little  town  of  B — ,  where  a-  man  told  me  as  I  went 
to  it  that  all  the  Sunday-schools  in  the  state  of  Kansas  could 
not  improve  the  morals  of  the  people,  they  have  had  a  revival 
since  the  Sunday-school  was  established,  and  a  church  formed  of 
20  members. 

I  organized  a  Sunday-school  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Marshall  county, 
in  December,  1875,  and  last  month  we  held  a  series  of  meet- 
ings there,  which  resulted  in  the  conversion  of  five  persons  and 
the  establishment  of  a  prayer-meeting. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Mission  Sunday-school  at  Blue 
Rapids,  a  church  has  been  formed  and  a  number  of  scholars 
have  joined  it.     I  have  visited  and  aided  many  Sunday-schools 

Ercviously  organized.     Many  of  these  were  able,  owing  to  the 
elp  I  gave,  to  keep  in  session  during  the  winter,  instead  of 
closing,  as  had  been  their  habit. 

It  is  with  a  feeling  of  the  liveliest  gratitude  that  I  can  point 
to  over  six  or  seven  counties  and  say,  here  are  Sunday-schools 
where  the  children  are  taught  every  Sunday  out  of  God's  Word, 
and  I  have  been  the  means  of  bringing  it  to  them. 

Colorado  has  recently  been  attached  to  this  field,  and  our  work 
extended  to  that  State. 


SOUTHWEST. 
Rev.  W.  p.  Paxson,  Superintendent. 
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Our  wort  grows  in  favor  with  t^ie  people,  when  they  prop- 
erly understand  our  undenominational  position.  .  .  Snch  is  the 
increase  of  population  by  immigration  that  we  can  hardly  keep 
pace  with  it.  We  should  have  forty  missionaries  in  this 
district. 

I  believe,  that  if  the  real  facts  could  be  properly  apprehended 
by  Crod's  people  all  through  the  land,  we  would  receive  for  this 
work  ten-fold  our  present  income.  We  have  the  men  willing  to 
go  for  a  bare  support,  but  the  support  ia  wanting. 

During  the  last  year,  Crod  has  not  only  blessed  ns  in  the 
number  of  schools  organised,  but  many  souls  have  been  brought 
to  Jesus.  Revivals  have  taken  place  in  many  of  our  schools, 
and  churches  have  been  formed. 


ICISBOTmi. 
W.  J.  Haydon,  missionary  for  southwest  Missouri,  writes : 

During  the  year  I  have  organized  two  Sunday-school  conven- 
tions, and  assisted  a  number  of  others  already  established.  At 
five  places  where  I  planted  schools  they  have  had  revivals  of 
religion.  God  has  truly  blessed  my  efforts.  To  Him  be  all  the 
glory. 

In  Avilla,  Missouri,  where  I  labored  in  a  revival,  some  15  or 
16  persons  professed  conversion,  and  12  joined  the  church. 
Also  in  Conway,  Missouri,  where  I  labored,  12  united.  A  large 
number  of  these  were  from  the  Sunday-scluiol. 
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Judge  J.  W.  Smithy  of  Phillipsburg,  Laclede  county,  Missouri, 
said  to  ma  recently : 

The  Union  Sunday-school  you  planted  for  us  eight  years  ago 
is  still  in  operation.  It  has  been  a  great  blessing  to  our  commu- 
nity. There  have  been  over  60  conversions  from  it.  It  was  the 
forerunner  to  our  building  a  new  church  house.  I  could  not 
b^;in  to  tell  you  all  the  good  results  from  it. 

Mr.  Porter,  also  in  Laclede  county,  reported  as  follows : 

The  Sunday-school  you  planted  at  Shady  Grove,  eight  years 
ago,  has  been  the  means  of  reforming  our  neighborhood. 

Mr.  Milligan,  in  the  same  county,  made  this  statement 
to  me: 

I  did  not  think  when  you  planted  our  school,  eight  years  ago, 
it  would  amount  to  much,  but  we  never  had  anything  to  do  more 
good  in  our  settlement. 

At  Panther  Creek,  where  I  assisted  the  school  on  the  same 
trip,  I  helped  in  a  revival  of  religion  lately,  and  there  were  10 
or  12  conversions,  10  uniting  with  the  church.  The  school  is 
still  in  operation,  and  they  too  have  built  a  new  church  house. 

John  Cassell,  missionary  for  western  Missouri  and  the  Indian 
Nation,  writes :  , 

The  millions  of  pages  of  gospel  literature  I  have  scattered, 
everywhere  bear  fruit.  In  Missouri,  a  man  said  to  me,  "  I  wish 
you  nad  happened  along  sooner,  my  poor  wife  wanted  so  much 
to  see  you  irfore  she  died.  She  often  talked  about  the  good 
you've  done  our  children.*'  (We  had  sixteen  souls  here  at  family 
worship  one  night.) 

This  year  I  have  reached  places  where  the  gospel  light  seldom 
comes,  where  children  grow  up  in  ignorance,  except  in  the  use  of 
the  pistol  and  knife,  where  honest  men's  cattle  have  been  stolen 
and  sold  beyond  recovery,  and  all  because  parents  carnot  read 
or  teach  their  children  God's  law. 


Mr.  Cassell  forwarded  with  his  report  a  number  of  letters, 
received  by  him  from  superintendents  of  some  of  his  schools, 
one  a  Creek  lady  of  culture  and  refinement  in  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory, and  others  from  the  same  territory ;  one  a  Creek  minister, 
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perish  by  the  hands  of  Popish  priests/'  said  La  Fayette.  Just 
now  the  Society  is  in  pressing  need  of  money  to  sustain  our 
missionaries  in  the  destitute  South,  where  millions  are  perishing 
for  lack  of  knowledge.  With  what  success  our  missionaries  have 
prosecuted  their  work  during  the  past  year,  may  be  seen  in  the 
Summary  and  gathered  from  the  following  reports. 

KEimrOKY. 
From  Adam  Reeder,  our  "  Mountain  Missionary." 

Three  years  ago  we  had  only  4  Sunday-schools  in  all  this 
region  ;  we  have  now  over  200  in  successful  operation.  Twelve 
months  ago  I  found  16  counties  with  only  one  single  Sunday- 
school.  During  the  past  year  I  have  organized  a  few  schools  in 
each  and  all  of  those  dark  counties. 

I  have  often  seen  a  whole  class  in  the  common  schools  reciting 
their  lessons  from  one  old  spelling-book.  During  the  past  year 
our  Sabbath-schools  have  been  greatly  blessed  in  advancing  the 
cause  of  Christ  and  His  kingdom. 

From  J.  H.  Hopper  : 

In  the  spring  of  1870  I  planted  a  Sunday-school  in  a  destitute 
neighborhood  where  there  were  very  few  professors ;  only  one 
man  would  pray  in  public.  Within  sixteen  months  after  the 
organization  of  the  school  48  of  its  members  professed  faith  in 
Christ ;  a  weekly  prayer-meeting  was  established,  which  is  still 
kept  up  and  well  attended ;  the  school  is  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion, and  is  the  centre  of  attraction  all  around. 

Some  months  ago  I  was  holding  a  meeting  for  a  few  days  with 
one  of  my  schools,  and  a  deep  interest  was  manifested  upon  the 
subject  of  personal  religion  among  the  members  of  the  school. 
A  father  who  had  been  very  profane,  and  said  that  when  vexed 
about  anything,  he  would  rather  have  half  an  hour  to  swear  about 
it  than  to  eat  the  best  dinner  that  could  be  prepared,  is  now  an 
active,  efficient  and  devoted  Christian,  taking  part  in  conduct- 
ing the  prayer-meeting  and  superintending  the  Sunday-schooL 

From  Rev.  J.  C.  Buchanan : 

I  visited  Glasgow  Junction  last  May,  and  found  no  church,  no 
Sabbath-school,  no  day  school ;  but  there  were  drinking-houses ; 
the  Sabbath  was  desecrated  with  public  games.  After  holding 
two  meetings,  I  organized  a  Sabbath-school,  numbering  66 
scholars  and  teachers,  five  of  whom  were  Bomanists.     There 
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were  only  two  or  three  Bible-readers  when  the  school  was 
started,  and  since  that  time  there  have  been  upwards  of  50  daily 
Bible-readers. 

The  hardest  place  to  move,  or  to  interest  in  the  Sunday-school 
work,  was  Oak  Grove,  in  Barren  county.  I  held  three  meetings, 
and  then  only  eleven  persons  consented  to  unite  in  the  work.  I 
visited  them  twice,  and  by  the  first  of  August  there  were  60  in 
the  school,  and  80  daily  Bible-readers  in  the  district  where  there 
was  not  one  before  the  school  was  started.  The  good  results  to 
individuals  and  to  families  were  truly  wonderful.  Order  has 
come  out  of  confusion ;  darkness  has  given  place  to  hallowed 
light 

I  would  say  one  word  in  regard  to  the  colored  people.  My 
labors  among  them  have  been  crowned  with  the  very  best  results. 
I  have  given  help  to  hundreds  of  them  during  the  past  year. 

TEHlSrESSEE. 
From  Rev.  Isaac  Emory : 

I  purposed  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  commemorate  the 
national  jubileBy  in  the  planting  and  watering  of  100  Centennial 
trees,  the  leaves  of  which  should  be  for  the  healing  of  the  nation, 
and  from  which  perennial  fruit  should  be  gathered.  Sixty  new 
Sunday-schools  have  thus  been  planted  on  Tennessee  soil,  and 
over  100  others  have  been  aided  by  the  Society.  Blessed  results 
have  followed  my  ten  years  of  toil,  and  bountiful  harvests  have 
followed ;  many  priceless  souls  have  been  gathered  into  the  scores 
of  churches  which  have  grown  out  of  these  Sunday-schools. 

A  school  that  was  first  started  by  myself,  in  the  fall  of  the 
year,  in  a  very  open  log-house,  was  revived  in  the  spring,  nine 
years  ago,  and  for  want  of  a  more  suitable  place  was  held  in  an 
old  whisky  shop.  There  were  but  five  scholars  in  attendance 
at  the  first  session.  From  this  little  beginning  100  have  been 
brought  to  know  Christ  as  their  Saviour,  where  there  was  not  a 
praying  family  at  the  opening  of  the  school.  Recently  I  organ- 
ized a  school,  and  aided  it  with  a  contribution  from  the  Plymouth 
Congregational  Church  Sunday-school,  of  Rochester,  New  York. 
It  is  held  in  a  dwelling-house  with  only  one  room.  The  super- 
intendent had  been  a  scholar,  then  a  teacher  in  the  school  held 
in  the  whisky  shop.  For  over  two  years  he  was  superintendent 
of  a  school  that  had  frequently  failed  for  want  of  an  efficient 
ofiicer,  going  four  miles  at  all  seasons  to  carry  it  on.  It  has 
now  become  one  of  the  best  schools  in  the  county.  The  school 
now. under  his  care  is  growing  in  numbers  and  interest. 
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During  the  past  year  I  travelled  over  3000  miles  on  horseback, 
visiting  the  mountain  counties  of  East  Tennessee.  In  one  trip 
of  three  weeks,  in  company  with  the  agent  of  the  American 
Bible  Society,  we  rode  nearly  400  miles  across  and  along  the 
plateau  of  the  Cumberland  Mountains,  holding  meetings,  dis- 
tributing Bibles  and  religious  literature  to  families,  some  of 
whom  had  never  had  a  copy  of  God's  word  to  call  their  own. 
Seven  new  schools  were  organized  in  this  trip,  and  a  number  of 
others  aided. 

irOBIH  OABOLINA. 

From  Rev.  G.  S.  Jones: 

While  in  Robeson  county,  a  short  time  since,  I  witnessed  an- 
other of  those  pleasing  occasions  which  mark  the  success  of  our 
missionary  enterprise.  A  few  rods  from  the  old  shanty  in  which 
I  organized  a  Union  Sunday-school  a  few  years  ago  (the  first 
school  ever  known  in  that  locality),  now  stands  a  neat,  new 
building.  "  The  old  house  represents  the  then  and  the  new 
building  represents  the  now  condition  of  the  school,"  said  the 
superintendent,  as  we  entered  the  door  of  the  latter  house.  To 
put  now  in  the  place  of  then  is  simply  to  see  a  whole  community 
remodeled.  Indeed,  I  shall  never  forijct  the  humble  origin  of 
this  school ;  more  vividly  is  it  pictured  by  the  present  contrast. 
The  first  Bible  lesson  read  at  the  organization  in  the  dim  light 
of  a  tallow  candle!  Their  first  song  sung  was  a  missionary  solo. 
I  felt  lonely  while  singing.  But  notv  I  listen  with  delight  to  a 
hundred  voices,  led  by  a  well-drilled  choir,  accompanied  by  the 
sweet  notes  of  a  splendid  organ.  I  can  noto  read  a  Bible  lesson 
in  the  strong  light  of  a  beautiful  chandelier.     What  a  change  ! 

My  first  address  was  delivered  to  a  congregation  unused  to  the 
sound  of  the  gospel.  Now  the  President  of  Floral  College  and 
other  ministers  of  the  gospel  deem  it  a  pleasant  privilege  to 
preach  to  this  interesting  congregation.  Another  sample  of 
success  under  the  auspices  of  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union. 

I  recently  visited  and  addressed  Hayti  (freedmen)  Sunday- 
school,  now  numbering  about  175  pupils.  When  I  planted  this 
school,  there  were  but  four  or  five  persons  in  a  congregation  of 
abput  200  able  to  read  and  write.  Now  I  find  75  or  80  reading 
the  Bible.  The  old  cabin  in  which  I  started  the  school  has  given 
place  to  a  larger  and  more  comfortable  building.  A  church  has 
grown  out  of  the  work. 

Here  is  another  instance,  among  many  others,  of  hopeful  re- 
sults due  to  the  spirit  that  characterizes  the  Society  that  seeks  to 
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bless  all  by  placing  an  open  Bible  in  the  hand,  saying,  "  Search 

the  Scriptures." 

SOUTH  OABOLINA. 

From  Rev.  T.  H.  Legure: 

I  contrast  the  condition  of  things  now  with  what  they  were 
when  I  took  the  mission.  Such  was  the  state  of  the  poor  whites 
that  they  thought  if  they  could  simply  secure  what  was  necessary 
to  keep  soul  and  body  together,  this  was  all  they  could  aspire  to 
do.  As  to  religious  privileges  for  their  children,  they  could  not 
hope  to  have  them,  for  they  could  spare  neither  the  time  nor 
means  to  obtain  them. 

In  this  crushed  state  of  mind  I  found  the  poorer  classes,  even 
the  best  of  them,  so  resigned  to  their  condition  as  to  be  destitute 
of  faith  suflScient  to  believe  that  any  of  their  fellow-men  outside 
of  their  own  immediate  neighborhood  felt  interest  in  them  or' 
even  gave  them  a  thought ;  and  although  they  were  at  first  sur- 
prised to  find  themselves  mistaken  when  I  approached  them  as  a 
missionary  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  with  the 
needed  help,  they  were  even  then  reluctant  for  a  time  to  act 
apon  it. 

But  now,  in  the  course  of  two  years,  the  poor  whites  in  four 
or  five  counties  are  pretty  well  supplied  with  Sunday-schools.  I 
was  induced  next  to  turn  my  attention  to  the  colored  people, 
who  were  entirely  separated  from  the  white  people  by  their  own 
act.  They  can  only  be  reached  by  going  after  them.  Yes,  we 
must  go  to  them,  just  as  you  expect  the  missionary  to  go  to 
India  or  China.  I  wish  you  could  see  the  changes  for  the  better, 
old  and  young  poring  over  the  lessons  of  Christ  in  our  Bible 
schools. 

I  find  new  churches  springing  up  from  our  Sabbath-schools, 
that  had  been  established  under  bush-arbors  in.  the  wild  forest, 
where  no  gospel  privileges  had  heretofore  existed ;  but  they  are 
now  teaching  and  worshipping  in  comfortable  houses.     What  a 
contrast  between  now  and  then. 

&E0BOIA. 

From  Rev.  Z.  B.  Graves: 

The  Empire  State  of  the  South  is  a  grand  field  for  Union 
work.  In  visiting  neighborhoods  where  I  had  organized  schools, 
children  might  be  seen  reading  good  books  during  the  week, 
which  had  supplied  the  place  of  immoral  writings.  One  young 
girl  was  reported  by  the  librarian  as  having  read  40  volumes  oi 
our  Cheap  Library,  No.  2,  in  three  months. 
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I  organized  a  Bible  school  in  a  neighborhood  that  respectable 
citizens  acknowledged  with  shame  as  their  place  of  residence. 
That  stronghold  of  Catholicism  has  now  a  Sabbath-school  of  83 
scholars,  the  first  Protestant  school  ever  placed  in  that  locality. 
This  school  consists  of  the  aged  and  the  joung,  and  of  different 
denominations. 

It  is  encircled  with  five  other  schools  established  by  ns,  mnch 
to  the  displeasure  of  the  whole  Catholic  order.  Harmony  pre- 
vails where  sectarian  discord  or  sentiment  once  held  sway,  and  it 
is  their  determination  to  erect  a  house  of  worship  devoted  to  the 
use  of  the  several  denominations. 

Quite  a  number  have  been  converted  in  our  schools,,  and  have 

i'oined  the  army  of  the  Lord.     Every  evangelical  denomination 
as  been  benefited  by  our  work. 

ALABAKA. 
From  Rev.  John  Jay  Strong: 

I  have  been  cordially  received  by  white  people  and  colored, 
and  have  been  more  encouraged  in  my  work  than  during  any 
preceding  year.  A  school,  organized  nearly  a  year  ago,  with  an 
unconverted  superintendent,  in  a  neighborhood  that  had  never 
had  a  Sunday-school  and  but  very  little  preaching,  has  been  in 
operation  ever  since.  The  superintendent  and  twelve  of  the 
scholars  have  been  converted,  and  a  church  is  organized. 

Another  school,  planted  seven  months  ago,  in  a  very  destitute 
neighborhood,  has  been  in  successful  operation;  and  when  I 
visited  it,  two  weeks  ago,  they  were  preparing  to  organize  a 
church.     "  The  harvest  is  plenteous^  but  the  laborers  are  few.^* 

FLOBIDA. 

From  John  C.  Eastman : 

I   organized  a  Sunday-school  in  M county,  which  has 

grown  into  a  church  of  thirty  members.  A  family  of  Universal- 
ists  were  bitterly  opposed  to  the  school,  but  the  children  at- 
tended, were  converted,  and  united  with  the  church ;  their  father 
has  since  applied  for  a  Bible.  The  neighborhood  which  was 
noted  for  all  sorts  of  wickedness  has  been  completely  revolution- 
ized. The  success  and  influence  of  this  school  has  led  to  the 
organization  of  another  in  an  adjoining  county. 

Last  fall  a  school  sold  its  stove  to  buy  Sunday-school  papers, 
and  now  it  appeals  for  help  until  next  autumn.  Each  scholar 
has  promised  to  plant  a  pint  of  cotton  seed,  and  when  the  crop  is 
gathered,  it  will  be  soM  for  the  benefit  of  the  school. 
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At  Peniel  I  found  every  one  discouraged.  I  spent  four  davs 
yisiting  from  house  to  house,  and  succeeded  in  organizing  the 
school.  Yesterday,  I  met  the  secretary,  and  he  reports  it  in  a 
flourishing  condition.  ''  Cast  thy  bread  upon  the  waters ;  for 
thou  shalt  find  it  after  many  days.'' 

OALIFOMIA. 
Rev.  J.  Wayne  Snowden  reports : 

The  year  which  has  just  closed  has  been  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable in  our  missionary  life.  A  year  of  sowing  and  reaping, 
difficulties  and  triumphs,  conflicts  and  victories,  and  truly  with 
the  Psalmist  we  cry,  "  Not  unto  us,  0  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but 
unto  thy  name  be  the  glory." 

Sunday-schools  have  been  planted  in  some  of  the  most  un- 
promising places,  in  the  midst  of  evil  surroundings,  yet  have 
flourished  and  brought  forth  good  fruit.  The  Word  of  God  has 
found  its  way  into  the  homes  of  many,  the  blessed  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  is  preached,  and  the  children  of  men  are  finding  the 
Saviour  precious  to  their  souls.  The  outlook  for  the  future  is 
full  of  promise,  consolation  and  encouragement. 

FOREIGN  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  WORK. 

The  Foreign  Sunday-School  Association — Albert  Woodrufi", 
Esq.,  of  Brooklyn,  President — continues  its  work  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  this  Society.  In  the  twenty  (or  chiefly  the  last  fourteen) 
years  of  its  labors,  Sunday-schools  have  increased  in  France 
from  300  to  1050;  in  Holland  there  are  750;  in  Germany,  1218; 
in  Mexico  and  South  America,  30  lately  begun ;  in  Japan,  19  ; 
in  China,  many  more ;  and  flourishing  schools  have  been  estab- 
lished within  the  same  period  in  Spain,  Italy,  Portugal,  and 
especially  Switzerland  and  Sweden.  Nine  Sunday-school  papers 
have  been  established  in  these  countries. 

CONCLUSION. 

We  group  together  a  few  salient  points  and  facts.  In  New 
Enoland  we  have  an  excellent  record,  showing  257  new  schools 
organized  in  13  years,  with  best  results,  but  much  remaining 
destitution ;  and  hence  we  draw  largely  our  means,  as  also  from 
New  Yobe,  where  a  generous  donor  sets  an  admirable  example. 
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Our  New  Jersey  missionary  reports  246  hopeful  conversions. 
In  Pennsylvania  one  missionary  reports  1019  conversions  in  91 
schools  of  four  counties.  In  Ohio  the  veteran  Chidlaw  is  still 
bringing  forth  fruit  in  old  age,  and  so  is  Upson  in  Michigan,  at 
nearly  four-score.  From  the  great  Northwest  come  stimulating 
tidings  from  a  dozen  missionaries,  telling  of  "  70  average  con- 
versions a  year,  for  six  or  seven  years,  for  each  missionary'* — 
one  reporting  five  churches  organized  and  65  conversions  this 
year;  another,  "26  conventions  arranged  for  and  attended.*' 
In  Dakota  "the  largest  church  of  its  denomination  in  the 
territory  sprang  from  one  of  our  schools;**  "a  general 
revival  and  175  conversions.*'  "  Work  among  Scandinavians 
greatly  blessed  ;**  "  nine  churches  organized  and  165  conversions 
this  year,  and  30  churches  on  my  field,  the  outgrowth  of  our 
schools  in  six  years."  From  Kansas  we  hear  of  "several 
churches  organized  and  200  conversions  reported  in  our  Union 
schools  during  the  year.'*  The  Southwest  sends  word  of  "  re- 
vivals in  many  of  our  schools,  and  churches  formed;*'  "50  con- 
versions in  one  school  in  eight  years."  Many  schools  organized 
in  the  Indian  Nation;  40  more  missionaries  needed  in  this 
district ;  in  Texas  alone,  20.  Veteran  McCuUagh  sums  up  our 
work  in  the  South  to  this  time,  "  10,927  schools  organized,  with 
73,491  teachers  and  613,376  scholars;  20,738  schools  aided, 
and  the  foundations  of  hundreds  of  churches  ;  one  missionary  in 
Kentucky  reporting  200  schools  where,  three  years  ago,  there 
were  only  four ;  another,  *  Bible-readers  increasing.'  "  In  Ten- 
nessee, "  100  brought  to  Christ  in  a  school  where  there  was  not 
a  praying  family  at  the  start."  In  North  Carolina,  "  two 
churches  organized  and  over  200  conversions."  In  Florida,  a 
school  grown  into  a  church  of  300  members.  Good  reports  also 
from  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Alabama,  and  from 
labors  in  various  places  among  Freedmen.  In  California,  "a 
year  of  remarkable  experiences ;  schools  planted  in  some  of  the 
most  unpromising  places,  and  the  outlook  for  the  future  full  of 
promise."  Blessed  be  God  for  such  results,  and  to  Him  be  the 
glory! 


45 


3^    oo  o 

00      •         OB 


c 
»•• 

D 

On 

cr 
p 

•1 


5*  S 


o 


p 


00 


p 

-I 


c 

p 

B 
f  o 

c 

D 

<0      P 

P    ^ 

^    '^ 

o 

2. 

p* 
J? 

D 
C 

H 

*:3 

g- 


•-I 

c 


If 


B 


CO    CO 

o  •— 


4^ 


P 

'^   5  !:• 

C3     O  < 

S-  «=  2 

rt     3  O 

►2  2- 

P 


o 

p  o 

P  3 

fi<  GC 

O  » 

•1 


*-< 

p 

5 
o 

c 

3 


QD 
P 


3 

o 


^ 

« 


M 
i 


CO  ®  S 

P  c< 

P-*^  P 

QD  3  B 

«  "*  ^ 

^  M  X 

o  2-  '^ 

5  .  p 


O 

P 

H 
B 

eg 


► 
P 

H 

O 

i  s 
i  "^ 

B 
I         P 

> 
P 


to 

oo 

H 


00 


ft 

X 


3 
P' 


1 

i 


Ic 

14 

-'I 
14 


00 


14 

O 


Ci 
Ci 

14 

o 


hi 

I 

H 
O 

ft 
in 

O 


H 
O 


^ 


1 


larger  than  ever,  more  important  than  ever,  in  its  influence  and  usefulness, 
and  able  to  (five  an  account  so  glorious  of  the  work  done  for  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.     He  added  :  It  is  the  goldea  voice  of  Christ's  sweet  gospel  to  the  chil- 
dren, taking  its  constituency  from  the  cradle,  where  all  the  influences  that 
permanently  affect  modern  life  and  society  must  have  their  origin.     Entering 
into  desolate  places,  places  of  destitution  and  want,  where  no  single  denomi- 
uation  would  be  able  to  plant  and  maintain  its  church,  it  at  once  disarms  all 
sectarian  prejudices,  and  unites  the  weak  and  scattered  elements  of  Christian 
power  into  one  common  bond  of  unity  in  the  name  of  the  blessed  Master.    It 
introduces,  with  welcome,  the  thin  edge  of  the  gospel  wedge  into  destitute 
places,  where  as  yet  neither  pastor  nor  church   could  enter,  and  with  the 
blessing  of  God  upon  the  work,  through  the  spiritual  enlargement  of  their 
activity  and  usefulness,  both  pastor  and  church  are  enabled  to  follow.' 

Rev.  John  Hall,  D.D.,  commended  its  work  and  workers  in  these  strong 
words  :  This  Society  has  at  its  head  now,  as  I  think  it  is  itself  the  head  of 
other  organizations,  (lod- fearing,  earnest  and  devoted  men.  I  think  it  is 
maiKiged  by  men  of  that  character.  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  many 
of  its  agents.  I  have  travelled.with  them  from  meeting  to  meeting,  and  from 
St;ite  to  State,  and  I  know  what  manner  of  men  they  are.  I  believe  that  they 
fear  God.  I  thi[>k  they  are  bent  upon  doing  their  work,  not  in  the  mere 
energy  of  human  flesh,  and  with  the  mere  wisdom  of  the  world,  which  is 
foolishness  to  God,  but  in  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  by  the  agency 
of  His  truth. 


CONTRIBUTIONS. 

The  lejjal  form  of  bequpst  is,  "  I  give  and  beque\th  to  the  Amkrica.v  Srs- 

DAY-SCIIOOL   TmOX,  ESXABLISIIKD  IX  THE  CiTY  OF  TMlILADKLI'UIA. DOLLARS." 

Thirty  Dollars  constitute  a  Life  Member. 

Cuntributions  to  the  Missionary  work  of  the   American   Suxdav-School 
Union  may  be  addressed  to 

HEHBT  PEKKIN8,  Treasnreri  1122  Ohestnnt  Street,  Phikdelphia. 


MISSIONARY  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Persons  desiring  information  concerning  the  missionary  work  should  address 

M.  A.  WUBTS,  Secretary  of  Missions,  or 

Rev.  £.  W.  BIOE,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Missions, 

1122  ClIKHTNUT  STKBKT,  I*IIILAI)RLI*niA. 

Communications  relative  to  the  work  in  New  York  may  be  addressed  i»> 

F.  H.  WISEWELL,  Sec  New  Tork  Dep.  of  Missions, 

Nos.  8  A  10  Bible  House,  Ahtok  I*la<'E. 

Letters  relating  to  the  work  In  Xew  England  may  be  addressed  to 

HELSOH  KUraSBUBT,  Sao.  Hew  England  Dep.  of  Mlsdoni, 

07  FABMixroTozr  Avknux.  Habtfobd,  C\>Mir. 


•r^z: 


American  Sunday-School  Union's  Periodicals^ 


AND 


HELPS  ON  TEE  RMTIONAL  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  LESSONS. 


I.  TIIK  Sl'NDA  Y-RCHOOIj  IVORLD,  n  nioiithly  joiirnnl.  \0  iniitcn.  qaarto,  containing 
Ihi^  Kxi'i'iiinN*  ii.\  Tin;  I.NTt.uNATiuXAL  Lj>S"N>,,  Wj"  *•"'  l'*^^'-  •'"">'  H  U.I.,  I>.H.,  of  Ncw  York; 
with  M»i.i-i\L  K\i>LA NATIONS  foT  Infint  Clam  tV \i  iikr.h,  Ii.v  Mw.  Ai.kl  W.  Knox,  and  other 
holiip  on  thi'  Lrssont, and  articUrs  by  th<;  best  wriicn,  of  itruetiral  vatuo  to  INisturs,  Supcrintond- 
ontii.  T-tii  1h  IK  und  Hiide  (  liiri-<is.  ONLY  6U  CENTS  A  YEAR,  in  advance*.  BY  MAIL,  6U  ccuU; 
in  clubn,  iVi  cvutd,  puiitagi'  |>iiid. 

II.  THREE  GRADES  OF  I^EftSOTV  PAPERS  FOR  SCHOIAR8.  1.  Ad- 
Tmnced.  X.  Intrrmrdlat^*.  3.  Prlmitr>',  with  iUtirtianvf  pictiirttf,  uu  pink  paperr. 
]Sui:li,  iiiu  cuificB  per  y«.'ar,  iu  ailvjtu<:e,  jU.tU.     lU  copir^  at  Ihr.  »uiHf.  rate. 

m.  arARTERIiT  REVIEIV  PAPERS  ON  THE  INTERHTATIONAIi 
XiEMSONS.  1.  I«ar|i^  Revleiv  Cliitrt,  printed  on  v\uvU  ',\\^  by  o  W^-i  in  hiri;«  ijuld  type, 
to  1k)  vitwi'd  by  tlm  wludo  mcIumiI.  Pn^  r.  ^I.W  piT  yc:ir;  'J.:*  cents  |K.'r  ijuartiT,  {lofltagb  luiid. 
%,  Superlutrnd(>ut»'  Revlcmr  Puitrr.  3.  The  Scholam*  and  Tc-avhen'  Ile- 
▼levr  PRU4T.  Prii-e  of  o.-u'h  {N«>a.  'i  ii .,  ,\\)  (-opies  per  year,  40  cvnt)<;  por  quarter,  luceuta, 
postage  paid.    Ovi>r  lU  copici*  ut  the  muuiu  rate. 

TV.  THE  CHIIjD*8  IVORLD.  A  bcantifnlly  ilhi«tratcd  niid  very  cheap  pajier  for 
childrt'nund  y-iuth.  KWin-il  by  ilie  K'-v.  Rii-hai:i>  NtWT«iN,  1).1>.  It  in  tnrui.'.hr'd  humi-wouthly 
or  iiii>nilily.  at  tlic  follouni'.:  I>iw  nit<r<:  Iini  cnpii-t  per  year,  in  ad\an('0,  SI'J.(h).  monthly;  $'<iAM 
BfUuntMiithly.  BY  3LV11i,  Slo.u.i,  nmntbly  :  S'Jii.iiO  fcL-u'ii-innnthly.  pi>!<iii^t>  ]»:iid.  The  same  ratM 
for  lU  copies.    Single  Hubacriptiuus,  per  year,  'li*  ivuth  monthly ;  50  cents  s<-mi-uionthly. 

V.  THE  SrHOLAR*S  HAND-BOOK  OX  THE  INTERN ATIONAIi  I<ES- 
SONSt  by  the  Uev.  Ki'UiN  \\.  UicE.  Piibljolii-'l  •M-ry  bi.v  montb«,  furuii»hiUK  the  leiftuus  fur  the 
first  half  and  tbi*  lu<it  h.ilf  ot  each  yearjn  K-iiiii-.tt«:*voltim<-!4.  Uoun<l  in  boiu d!4,  and  very  ciiu- 
Tenient  for  carrying  in  the  puckft.    Price  ule.ii.h  \uhinie,  ningle  copy,  10  couIh;  Uhj  copies,  $8.UU. 

"An  acci^ptable  ami  wiii:<;i">tiv4)  bi>iik  both  to  T'-ucIhtm  ami  M'linlart,  and  will  greatly  promote 
wliat  is  HO  much  needed— the  home  stuily  ut  ibi-  Kiblc."— ./'/a/k/u  L.  Bailff. 

VI.  THE  INTERNATIONAI^  I.RSSOXS,  TOriC'S,  TEXTS,  GOI^DEN 
TEXTS  mid  CEXTRAIi  TliL'THS,  lot  the  year  ^tur  tif  piM-liei-book.).  C4mu.  Ptop«fr. 
f»0  cent!*  i»i-r  1<ai. 

Catalo^iicK  t>r  tile  SiK'iety'a  Publicationx  furni>hi-d,  and  8ub>cnptiou8  to  its  Periodicals  received, 
at  the 

SVyjJAY'SCUOOL,  DEPOSITOItlES, 

No.  1122  Chestnut  Street,  Fhiladolphia.— ALEX.  KIREPATRICE. 
No.  10  Bible  House,  New  York-G.  8.  BCOFIEIiD. 
No.  7  Beacon  Street,  Boston.— JAS.  A.  CBOWBIiIi. 

No.  73  Randolph  Street,  Chioago.— W.  B.  FORT. 
No.  207  North  Sixth  Street,  St.  Iioui8.-S.  FAXSON. 


POINTS   TO    BE    REMEMBERED. 

1.  T]io  Aiiicricaii  Siiiiday-Sohool  Union  aini.s  to  nnitc 
all  the  people  in  the  study  of  God's  Word,  especially  to 
reac'li  those  unreaehed  by  ordinary  eliureh  ag'eueicSy  and 
to  lead  them  all  to  follow  Christ. 

2.  It  leaves  tlieni  to  <*]ioose  that  ehiirch  eonuectloii 
whieh  they  deem  best. 

r(.  it  luis  «>r$::niized  an  averagre  of  122G  Sunday-schools 
a  year,  or  over  thrive  pc^r  day,  for  every  daj*  of  the  past 
iifty-two  years,  and  has  reached  and  aided  about 
5,000,000  of  Sabbath-school  scholars. 
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WHY  IT  IS;  WHAT  IT  IB;  WHAT  IT  DOES. 

The  deep  interest  lierotoforc  taken  by  citizens  of  Philadelphia  in  the  anni- 
versary meetings  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  was  again  manilcsted 
at  the  Fifty-lourth  Anniversary,  held  Tuesday  evening,  May  2l8t,  iu  the 
Academy  of  Musie,  in  Philadelphia. 

The  addresses  were  exceptionally  appropriate  and  impressive,  holding  the 
vast  audience  most  closely  for  upwards  of  two  hours,  and  it  was  pronounced 
by  competent  judges  one  of  the  best  of  the  long  line  of  rare  anniversary 
meetings  held  in  behalf  of  this  great  benevolent  society. 

TESTIHONT  FROM  OHIOAQO,  NEW  TOBE,  AND  PHILADELPHIA. 

The  Uev.  Arthur  Mitchell,  D.D.,  of  Chicago,  said,  I  have  bad  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  and  knowing  the  work  of  the  American  Sunday-^3chool  Tniou, 
not  only  as  it  is  carried  on  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  but  also  in  the  States  of 
Wisconsin  and  Minnesota,  in  fact,  up  to  the  Dakota  line.  .  .  . 

Adaptation  ok  thk  Work  to  thk  West. — If  vou  were  to  travel  in  the 
back  woods  of  Wi.'sconsin,  and  amongst  the  wheat  tields  of  Minnesota,  you 
would  n«it  fail  to  be  impressed  with  the  poverty  of  the  people.  .  .  .  They 
cannot  buiM  a  church  for  a  long  time.  They  cannot  support  a  minister.  It 
is  utterly  out  of  the  question.  Whereas,  your  Sunday-school  missionaries 
going  among  them,  traversing  these  immense  counties,  passing  rapidly  from 
point  to  point,  hunting  up  the  children,  wherever  they  are  to  be  found,  open- 
ing the  little  log  school-house  and  the  Sunday-school,  these  missionaries  are 
j  precisely  the  ailvauce  corps  that  the  Christian  army  needs  to  begin  its  con- 
i  quests  in  that  field,  t  .\pplause. )  You  could  not  have  devised  a  better  plan  : 
i  you  hit  the  nail  on  the  head  when  you  sent  that  class  of  men  to  do  that  work 
I  in  these  localities,  i  have  seen  it  with  my  own  eyes,  and  I  am  deejdy 
i  impressed  with  the  exact  adaptation  of  your  Sunday-school  work  to  these 
Ironiier  communiiies  in  the  earliest  vears  of  their  historv. 

I 

j  Kksii.ts  of  tuk  Work. — During  the  past  50  years,  if  you  will  look  on  the 

j  programmes,  you  will  tind  that  this  Society  has  organized  over  GG.OUO  Suu- 
i  day-s«luiols.  aini  gathered  into  them  about  4HO.00O  teachers,  with  2.800.t»0O 
schi>lars.  Now,  put  all  these  schools  side  by  side ;  give  them  a  lot  of  lOo 
teei  square,  eacli.  and  that  is  no  more  than  they  need,  when  they  are  singing 
their  Suntla,v->chool  hymns,  in  summer  time,  with  the  windows  open,  so  that 
the  hynr.-.s  wt-n'i  mix  I  and  these  (;»''.«.»i.»0  schools  will  reach  from  here  to  St. 
Taui,  M:r.!n.st>:a  !  ■  AppKn:.-!..  And  it  would  take  one  of  your  fastest  e.xpress 
trains  »>•'•  liuurs  and  more — going  at  full  speed — to  pass  that  magniticent  line 
Ol"^chool^  thai  have  lu'cu  opened  by  these  missionaries! 

The  Uev.  W!i::am  M.  Taylor.  D.I'.,  of  New  York,  declared:  I  think  myself 
hap]»\.  Mr.  Trosiili  ti;.  that  the  fir.-i  occa-»i««n  on  wi;ich  I  stand  upon  a  Philadel- 
phia '.■"..itform  is  in  i.o:ir,ection  with  an  institution  so  catholic  in  its  basis,  so 
Ui^b'.o  ::;  iis  aiiii'?.  and  so  eiMcient  iu  its  operations,  as  the  American  Sunday- 
School  I'niou. 
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FIFTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  conditions  which  have  signalized  the  past  year  in  the 
annals  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  have  been  in- 
creased geographical  progress  and  spiritual  prosperity  in  the  face 
of  financial  and  commercial  depression.  It  has  been  preeminently 
a  year  of  earnest  and  intelligent  Bible  study,  under  advanced 
helps;  and  so,  under  God's  blessing,  of  higher  attainments  in 
knowledge  and  experience,  of  wide-spread  revivals  and  numerous 
conversions,  and  of  growth  of  schools  into  churches.  To  God 
alone  be  the  glory,  by  Jesus  Christ,  through  the  eternal  Spirit. 

We  tender  our  thanks  to  churches  and  their  pastors,  Sunday- 
^hools  and  benevolent  associations,  and  individuals  for  their 
contributions  and  prayers ;  to  the  American  Bible  Society  for 
ff^ts  for  poor  schools  and  individuals ;  to  the  press ;  to  railway 
^i  steamboat  oflScers  for  favors,  and  to  all  who  have  sympa- 
*ni«ed  with  and  aided  our  exertions  on  behalf  of  the  nation's 
children  and  youth. 

Special  acknowledgment  is  due  to  the  residuary  legatees  of  the 
^tate  of  the  late  John  C.  Green,  of  New  York,  for  the  munifi- 
cent gift  of  8100,000,  for  a  trust-fund,  the  income  of  which  is  to 
^  applied  to  the  planting,  encouragement,  and  improvement  of 
Sunday-schools,  and  the  development  of  a  higher  order  of 
Sunday-school  literature. 

Since  the  last  anniversary  of  the  Society  several  of  our  co- 
laborers  have  been  removed  by  death.  Of  Vice-President  James 
W.  Weir  an  obituary  notice  will  be  found  in  The  Sunday-School 
World  for  May,  1878.  Vice-Presidents  Hanson  K.  Corning, 
Alden  Sampson  and  Moses  Allen,  all  of  New  York,  and  the  dis- 
tinguished philosopher,  Joseph  Henry,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  and 


Manager  Alexander  Van  Rensselaer,  are  among  the  departed. 
The  latter,  a  son  of  "The  Patroon,"  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 
ai.d  brother  of  Rev.  Cortlandt  Van  Rensselaer,  D.D.,  was  for 
more  than  twenty  years  a  Manager,  and  took  a  zealous  interest 
in  the  operations  of  the  Society,  purchasing  our  publications 
as  they  issued  from  the  press,  from  the  least  even  to  the 
largest  of  them. 

EEPOET  or  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  PUBLIOATION. 

Fourteen  books  have  been  added  to  the  catalogue  during  the 
past  year,  of  which  ten  were  original,  two  reprints  of  English 
works,  and  two  reprints  of  Rev.  Dr.  Boardman's  excellent 
"  Bible  in  the  Family"  and  "  Bible  in  the  Counting-house,"  also 
The  Silent  Comforter,  No.  3. 

The  series  of  card-tracts,  now  eight  in  number,  are  recom- 
mended for  wide  distribution  to  all  who  take  an  interest  in  the 
salvation  of  souls.  Their  titles  are  as  follows:  1.  Four  Reasons 
for  Going  to  a  Sunday-school ;  2.  A  Good  Business  (urging  the 
duty  of  teaching  in  the  Sunday-school) ;  3.  Read  and  Consider ; 
4.  The  Rescue  Ship ;  5.  Plain  Questions  Plainly  Answered ;  6. 
Do  You  Regularly  Attend  Church?  (appeals  to  the  uncon- 
verted) ;  7.  "  I  Have  Drank  My  Last  Glass ;"  8.  Seven  Ways  of 
Doing  Good.  We  have  a  number  of  valuable  book  manuscripts 
in  hand  for  the  fall  and  winter  trade,  and  invite  authors  to  send 
their  works  for  examination  to  our  Committee  of  Publication. 
Novels,  poems,  descriptions  of  vulgar  vice  and  squalid  poverty, 
and  biographies,  real  or  feigned,  of  preternaturally  good  children, 
wo  shall  promptly  return  by  mail  according  to  the  author's  post- 
office  address.  We  design  adding  to  our  catalogue  some  valuable 
volumes,  of  which  due  announcement  will  be  made. 

PERIODICALS. 

A  now  answer  paper,  The  Scholar  s  Companion,  issued  monthly, 
eight  pages,  square  quarto,  was  added  to  the  list  of  the  Society's 
periodicals  in  January,  1878.  The  favorable  reception  heartily 
aooordoil  to  it,  and  the  wide  circulation  it  has  alreadv  attained, 


indicate  the  need  of  an  answer  paper  for  echoUra,  and  that  it 
opena  a  new  field  of  usefulness  for  Sunday-school  helps.  In 
Juasry,  1878,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Newton,  from  pressure  of  other 
duties,  resigned  bia  position  as  editor  of  the  Society's  periodicals, 
ind  the  Rev.  Edwin  W.  Rice,  who  by  hia  excellent  maragement 
lw8,  for  several  years  past,  greatly  promoted  the  usefulness  of 
the  papers,  was  appointed  to  succeed  Dr.  Newton  as  editor. 

The  Sunday- School  World  continues  to  furnish  Lesson  Helps 
for  teachers  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jolm  Hall,  Mrs.  Alice  W.  Knox, 
Rev.  Dr.  Ormiston,  Professor  G.  E.  Post,  and  others;  while  the 
Ltum  Paperi,  in  three  grades,  and  the  Review  Chart  and  Re- 
view Papert,  are  perhaps  more  complete  than  any  others  of  their 
kind  published.  The  Child's  World,  illustrated,  contains  con- 
tnbations  from  Dr.  Newton  and  other  writers  skilled  in  instruct- 
ing tlie  young. 
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NEW  ENGLAND. 
Nelson  Kingsbury,  Sbcretaby. 
In  tbo  support  of  every  benevolent  cause.  New  England  has 
ktways  been  foremost.     While  she  has  given  liberally  for  mis- 


8 

sionary  work  on  foreign  fields,  she  haa  not  withheld  her  hearty 
support  from  the  work  of  "home  evangelization."  Nor  has  she 
failed  to  recognize  in  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  an 
agency  especially  adapted  to  the  accomplishment  of  this  object, 
as  her  generous  contributions  to  its  treasury,  notwithstanding 
the  severe  depression  in  business,  testify. 

Early  in  the  year,  on  account  of  ill-health,  Rev.  S.  H.  Record, 
for  many  years  a  devoted  and  zealous  missionary  of  the  Society 
in  this  field,  was  obliged  to  retire  from  service-  His  labors  will 
be  greatly  missed  by  the  many  schools  which  he  has  organized 
and  aided. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Hazeltine,  a  student  in  the  Hartford  Theological 
Seminary,  spent  his  summer  vacation  in  doing  missionary  work 
in  Maine  and  New  Hampshire.  He  organized  10  new  schools, 
containing  44  teachers  and  372  scholars.  On  his  return  to  the 
seminary,  he  wrote,  "  My  work  this  summer  for  your  Society 
has  not  only  furnished  me  with  items  upon  which  the  mind  de- 
lights to  dwell,  but  it  has  also  opened  my  eyes  to  the  great  need 
of  more  earnest  work  in  the  Sunday-school.  Believing,  as  I  do, 
that  your  Society  is  doing  a  grand  work,  I  can  but  ofier  up  sin- 
cere prayers  for  the  prosperity  of  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union."  One  of  the  schools,  which  he  organized  in  a  community 
where  sectarianism  was  rife,  and  where  much  bitter  feeling  ex- 
isted, has  been  blest  by  a  revival  and  a  number  of  souls  have 
been  converted. 

Mr.  George  H.  Wattles,  missionary  for  Connecticut  and 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  State  Sunday-School  Teachers' 
Association,  has  been  earnestly  prosecuting  the  work  allotted 
him.  During  the  year  he  has  organized  2  new  Sunday-schools, 
visited  and  aided  55  others,  containing  1446  teachers  and 
10,835  scholars ;  and  made  a  thorough  canvass  of  two  counties 
to  ascertain  their  condition,  and  to  incite  the  Sunday-school 
workers  to  greater  diligence  in  gathering  the  neglected  children 
into  existing  schools.  His  visitations  have  extended  to  six  of  the 
eight  counties  in  the  State.  In  addition  to  the  above-named 
work,  and  the  performance  of  his  duties  as  Secretary  of  the  State 
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Assodation,  he  has  attended  several  Sunday-school  conventions 
and  inatitutes. 

NEW  YORK. 

Frank  H.  Wisewell,  Secretary. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  peculiar  trial  to  business  men  in 
great  centres  like  New  York.  Almost  without  exception  con- 
tributors are  in  receipt  of  greatly  diminished  incomes,  and  a 
number  of  them,  with  unfeigned  sorrow,  have  been  compelled  to 
make  the  amount  of  their  annual  gift  smaller  by  a  corresponding 
per  centage.  Still  others,  with  courageous  Christian  loyalty, 
have  tendered  their  usual  offering,  although  the  gift  has  been  for 
them  a  larger  one  proportionately  than  would  have  been  the 
bestowal  of  double  or  treble  the  amount  five  years  ago. 

It  is  proper  also  to  mention  the  manifest  effect  upon  our  income 
that  has  resulted  from  multiplied  and  prolonged  efforts  made  here 
to  secure  money  for  extinguishing  church  debts.  To  cancel 
mortgages  upon  houses  of  worship,  and  discharge  other  kindred 
obligations,  individuals  have  been  taxed  to  their  utmost  ability, 
church  collections  have  been  dwarfed,  and  Sunday-school  offer- 
ings have  been  divided  or  wholly  diverted,  making  it  quite  safe 
to  say  that  daring  this  hard  year  several  thousand  dollars,  which 
otherwise  would  have  been  used  through  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union  in  the  West  and  South,  have  gone  toward  lifting 
the  burdens  of  churches  at  home.  While  this  state  of  affairs  has 
seemed  discouraging  for  the  moment,  yet  even  in  it  we  are  cheered 
by  promises  of  help  for  the  future.  Those  who  have  here  so 
Dobly  given  to  the  Lord's  honor,  being  now  measurably  relieved 
of  their  own  church  burdens,  will,  we  trust,  with  new  zest,  soon 
reach  out  a  hand  of  help  to  those  who  are  still  destitute  of  all 
cLnrch  privileges. 

It  would  be  wrong  to  mention  the  anxieties  and  trials  of  the 
^ear  without  recording  its  many  mercies  and  encouragements, 
^he  Lord's  care  in  providing  for  this  cause  has  been  wonderfully 
^^anifested  in  the  midst  of  trying  circumstances.  New  friends 
l^ave  been  raised  up  among  individual  givers ;  new  pledges  secured 
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from  Sunday-schools  that  have  not  contributed  for  many  years  ;^ 
standing  pledges,  almost  without  exception,  have  been  made 
good ;  and  with  all  the  unprecedented  shocks  which  have  scattered 
private  fortunes,  and  destroyed  the  temporal  prosperity  of 
churches,  we  can  yet  report  that  our  missionary  income  in  New 
York  has  not  shrunk  to  the  point  reached  after  the  panic  of  1857. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

J.  K.  F.  Stites  reports : 

I  have  been  enabled  to  carry  my  work  forward,  and  the  Lord 
has  blessed  it  in  my  hands.  Over  30  schools  have  been  organ- 
ized in  destitute  localities,  into  which  have  been  gathered  nearly 
1500  scholars  of  various  ages  and  classes.  These  schools  are, 
with  but  the  exception  of  one  or  two,  growing  in  numbers  and 
interest.  Beside  organizing  these  schools,  I  have  rendered  aid 
and  enfcouragement  to  a  large  number  of  others  in  needy  circum- 
stances, by  visitations,  donations  of  Bibles  and  Testaments, 
library  books,  papers,  &c.  During  the  year  there  have  been 
several  railroads  and  branches  constructed  through  various  parts 
of  my  field,  opening  hitherto  comparatively  unknown  sections  of 
country,  and  aflfording  greater  facilities  for  the  prosecution  of 
missionary  labor.  Upon  the  lines  of  these  roads  little  towns  are 
springing  up,  and  these  are  calling  loudly  for  help,  and  demand 
attention.  Two  neat  chapels  for  our  Sunday-school  and  other 
religious  purposes  have  been  erected  and  properly  dedicated 
during  the  year ;  and  it  aflfords  me  great  pleasure  to  report  220 
hopeful  conversions  from  among  the  scholars.  Such  facts  greatly 
cheer  me  in  my  work. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Rev.  R.  Crittenden  reports : 

The  Field. — The  field  in  which  I  have  labored  another  year 
embraces  the  northern  central  counties  of  the  State.  Working 
out  from  Centre  county,  I  have  made  frequent  visits  during  the 
year  to  portions  of  Elk,  Cameron,  McKean,  and  Potter  counties, 
as  well  as  in  many  destitute  communities  lying  between.  By 
reference  to  any  Pennsylvania  State  map,  it  will  be  seen  that 
this  part  of  the  State  is  the  most  thinly  settled  and  certainly,  in 
some  respects,  the  most  limited  in  its  religious  privileges. 
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Its  Religious  Condition. — Outside  the  county-seats  and 
loroughs,  there  are  comparatively  few  communities  that  enjoy  * 
X'egular  means  of  grace  on  the  Lord's  day.  Here  are  whole 
<:ounties  that  have  no  more  than  two  or  three  settled  pastors,  who 
liold  two  services  at  the  same  place  every  Sabbath.  Many  of  the 
travelling  preachers  have  from  four  to  seven  preaching  stations, 
"vhich  they  can  scarcely  reach  oftencr  than  once  in  two  weeks. 

The  Need  of  Sunday-Schools. — In  hundreds  of  communi- 
"ties,  the  Sunday-school  is  the  only  religious  meeting  that  can  be 
sustained  regularly  on  the  Lord's  day.  Three-fourths  of  the 
population  are  in  the  country  outside  of  county-seats  and  bor- 
oughs. How  important  then  is  the  establishment  of  Sunday- 
schools  in  these  numerous  and  widely-scattered  communities ! 
Our  work  the  past  year  has  been  not  so  much  in  organizing  new 
schools  as  in  caring  for  the  large  number  of  strupgliiiff  schools 
that  have  no  human  source  to  look  to  for  aid  except  The  American 
Sunday- School  Union.  There  have  been  hopeful  conversions 
among  unconverted  teachers  as  well  as  scholars.  It  is  especially 
gratifying  for  me  to  say  that  your  missionary  has  never  enjoyed 
a  more  hearty  cooperation  on  tlie  part  of  ministers  and  members 
of  the  different  religious  denominations  than  he  has  during  the 
past  year. 

Rev.  C.  Reimensnyder  reports : 

The  progress  of  the  work  has  been  slow  for  several  reasons. 
There  are  only  five  or  six  months  in  the  year  when  schools  can 
be  organized  in  the  rural  districts,  and  the  only  day  in  the  week 
when  the  people  can  be  induced  to  attend  a  meeting  for  organi- 
lation  is  the  Sabbath.  Sometimes  more  than  one  Sabbath  is 
needed  to  effect  a  thorough  organization.  The  custom  of  closing 
schools  in  winter,  which  still  so  largely  prevails  among  people  in 
the  country,  sometimes  leads  to  their  discontinuance.  But  I  am 
happy  to  state  that  the  number  of  permanent  schools  is  every 
year  increasing  in  all  these  communities. 

J.  B.  Baughman  reports : 

With  this,  the  eleventh  year  of  my  missionary  work  ends.  In 
Reviewing  the  past  year,  I  am  happy  to  say  it  has  been  my  most 
pleasant  and  I  trust  most  profitable  year.  I,  however,  organ- 
ized only  seven  new  schools.  I  have  visited,  aided,  and  revived 
tiiany  schools  over  my  field.  In  many  schools  we  have  success- 
ftilly  introduced  teachers*  meetings.  In  many  places  prayer 
XiQeetings  and  preaching  appointments  have  grown  out  of  the 
Sunday-school  within   tne   past  year.     Singing,  which  is   the 
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life  of  the  Sunday-school,  has  been  much  improved.  At  least 
three- fourths  of  the  schools  in  my  field  are  using  the  International 
Lessons.  Teachers  have  a  desire  to  become  better  qualified  for 
their  duties,  and  find  these  lessons  a  great  help.  During  the 
past  winter,  protracted  meetings  were  held  in  the  country  as  well 
as  in  towns,  and  many  parents  and  children  were  hopefully  con- 
verted to  God.  In  some  localities,  prior  to  our  organizing  Sun- 
day-schools, very  few,  if  any,  praying  families  could  be  found. 

We  have  some  churches  in  my  field  with  congregations  num- 
bering from  300  to  700  members,  which  have  no  Sunday-schools. 
We  have  some  schools  that  close  in  the  winter ;  in  most  cases  where 
we  can  visit  these  schools  before  they  close,  we  can  counteract 
this  pernicious  practice. 


OHIO  AND  INDIANA. 

Rev.  B.  W.  Chidlaw  reports : 

At  the  close  of  the  forty-second  year  of  my  labors  as  a  mis- 
sionary of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  I  am  permitted 
gratefully  to  acknowledge,  "  Hitherto  the  Lord  has  brought  me." 
During  the  past  year  I  made  153  addresses  to  Sunday-schools, 
preached  83  sermons,  wrote  300  letters,  and  travelled  14,000 
miles.  I  aided  directly  and  indirectly  in  establishing  11  new 
schools.  To  each  a  donation  of  our  excellent  books  was  made. 
On  my  field,  Ohio  and  Indiana,  the  improvement  of  schools 
already  organized  in  management,  methods  of  Bible  teaching, 
and  general  Christian  work,  occupied  much  of  my  time  and 
attention.  Indeed  our  missionary  work  is  greatly  dependent  for 
its  success  upon  such  helpers. 

COUNTY  AND   TOWNSHIP   CONVENTIONS 

have  oflFered  me  many  and  important  opportunities  of  promoting 
the  Sunday-school  work.  Last  spring  I  was  invited  to  a  con- 
vention held  in  Ripley  county,  Indiana.  It  was  ascertained  that 
destitutions  abounded,  and  that  help  was  needed  to  organize 
schools  in  those  localities.  Engagements  already  made  prevented 
me  from  assuming  this  labor  of  love,  but  I  employed  a  student  at 
Hanover  College,  a  young  man  of  experience,  energy,  and  capacity 
to  enter  the  field.     In  five  months,  laboring  in  three  counties. 
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he  organized  20  new  schools,  into  which  were  gathered  105 
teachers  and  740  scholars.  The  cost  of  this  service  was  only  one 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars.  This  young  man  is  preparing 
for  the  gospel  ministry,  and  is  dependent  on  his  labor  for  the 
means  of  prosecuting  his  studies.  In  a  letter  lately  received,  he 
says :  "  I  hear  frequently  from  my  schools,  and  most  of  them  are 
doing  well.  I  can  go  through  this  college  year  on  the  money 
paid  me  by  the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  but  I  want  em- 
ployment next  summer,  and  this  Sunday-school  missionary  work 
is  what  I  desire." 

I  hope  to  secure  the  services  of  this  young  man,  and  thus  to 
promote  the  Sunday-school  cause,  and  help  him  in  his  prepara- 
tion for  the  work  of  the  ministry. 

I  wish  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  had  the  means  to 
employ  a  host  of  such  devoted,  efficient,  and  useful  laborers. 

My  opportunities  of  attending  and  addressing  large  gatherings 
of  Sunday-schools  and  their  friends  have  continued  as  in  former 
years.  The  meetings  are  held  in  churches  or  in  the  groves,  and 
&re  always  largely  attended  and  we  trust  made  a  blessing  to  the 
juvenile  hearers. 

During  the  past  year  I  frequently  visited  the  State  Reform 
Farm  School  for  Boys,  located  near  Lancaster,  Fairfield 
county,  and  found  a  hopeful  field  for  Sunday-school  mission- 
*iy  work  among  near  700  wards  of  the  State.  The  officers 
of  the  institution  are  much  interested  in  the  Sunday-school. 
The  boys  are  supplied  with  the  lesson  leaves  prepared  by  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union.  A  large  number  of  them 
commit  the  lesson  to  memory  and  recite  it  in  the  chapel.  Their 
accurate  and  prompt  answers  to  the  questions  show  that  the  les- 
son is  well  prepared.  The  influence  of  this  Bible  study  is  a 
power  in  the  reformation  of  these  juvenile  delinquents,  and  is 
employed  with  great  confidence  in  leading  them  to  a  saving 
knowledge  of  the  truth  and  a  useful  life.  Encouraged  by  the 
fiivor  of  God  and  His  people,  the  long-continued  confidence  of 
the  American  Sunday-School  Union  and  its  officers,  the  pros- 
pects of  future  labors  are  cheering  and  hopeful. 
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MICHIGAN. 

Rev.  Thomas  Wright,  Superintendent. 

The  past  year  has  been  marked  by  the  decided  progress  of  the 
Sunday-school  missionary  work  in  Michigan.  Wo  were  very  for- 
tunate in  securing  the  services  of  two  choice  additional  laborers 
for  the  first  six  months  of  the  year;  one  of  ihem,  C.  C.  Bickncll, 
to  divide  the  work  with  E.  S.  Ingersoll,  on  his  large  and  im- 
portant field  in  the  Grand  Traverse  region;  the  other,  Elmer 
Carrier,  to  re-canvass  the  new  counties  on  the  eastern  side  of 
the  State.  Both  of  these  brethren  proved  untiring  and  successful 
missionaries,  organizing  a  large  number  of  schools,  and  inspiring 
the  people  with  new  courage  and  zeal  in  the  Sunday-school  work. 
During  the  14  years  in  which  I  have  had  charge  of  the  work, 
about  1300  Sunday-schools  have  been  organized  in  destitute  dis- 
tricts of  the  State,  embracing  nearly  37,000  scholars.  Much 
additional  time  and  labor  was  also  bestowed  in  building  up 
other  schools  needing  counsel  and  pecuniary  aid,  and  in  advanc- 
ing the  general  interests  of  the  cause  in  the  State.  While  much 
has  already  been  accomplished  in  canvassing  the  new  counties, 
there  are  still  other  settlements  forming  every  year  that  will 
require  attention,  and  all  will  need  the  fostering  care  of  the 
Society  until  these  rising  communities  become  stronger  in  num- 
bers and  wealth. 

The  dear  old  missionary.  Deacon  Upson,  has  held  on  his  way, 
doing  what  he  could  in  his  beloved  work,  against  the  tide  of  per- 
sonal infirmities  and  fatal  sickness  in  his  family.  In  the  early 
part  of  September,  Brother  Upson  was 'greatly  afflicted  in  the 
death  of  his  wife.  ''  During  the  period  that  her  husband  has 
been  travelling  through  the  destitute  settlements  of  this  State,  as 
the  agent  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  she  has  boxed 
and  forwarded  to  their  respective  destinations  some  ^10,000  worth 
of  books  for  Sunday  school  libraries.  In  everything  pertaining 
to  the  moral  and  religious  welfare  of  the  city  and  the  State,  she 
took  a  deep  and  abiding  interest." 
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Henry  Densmore  writes : 

BetumiDg  borne  one  Saturday,  after  three  weeks'  absence,  I 

csame  to  a  log  school-hcuse,  which  seemed  to  be   abandoned. 

thinking  perhaps  they  had  built  a  new  house  in  some  other 

jpart  of  the  district,  I  stopped  at  the  first  house  to  inquire  about 

it;  found  the  people  so  divided  they  could  not  agree  to  have 

'weck-day  school,  Sunday-school,  nor  meetings.     There  were  over 

miO  scholars  in  the  district.     I  asked  what  the  trouble  was,  and 

soon  found  missionary  work  to  do  of  the  hardest  kind :  prejudice 

^o  overcome  and  differences  to  harmonize.    I  visited  every  family 

In  the  settlement,  and  soon  found  where  the  trouble  was.    I  asked 

^hem  if  they  had  ever  tried  a  union  Sunday-school.     They  said, 

**  Yes,  they  called  it  union,  but  some  pitched  into  it  because  it 

ifBB  union  and  broke  it  up."     *'  Well,"  I  said,  "  I  am  a  stranger 

liere,  and  I  want  to  see  every  man  and  woman  and  child  in  this 

district  at  the  school-house  to-morrow,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  and 

if  we  have  a  failure  let  us  all  agree  upon  it."     And,  out  of 

curiosity  or  otherwise,  the  house  was  full.     I  heard  one  man 

say  to  another,  "Do  you  suppose  that  tall  fellow  has  faith  enough 

to  start  a  Sunday-school  here?"     "  He  may  start  one,"  said  the 

other,  **  but  it  won't  live  a  month."     This  nerved  me  for  the 

work,  and  the  Lord  helped  me  as  He  never  had  before,  and  gave 

us  a  great  victory  on  the  union  plan.     The  school  was  started 

with  7  classes  and  85  scholars,  beside  a  large  adult  Bible-class. 

It  has  never  stopped  since,  and  last  January  they  commenced 

the  new  year  with  10  classes  and  76  scholars.  We  got  a  German 

from  another  district,  who  was  a  "living  epistle,"  to  superintend 

the  school,  and  the  Lord  has  blessed  it  with  several  Christian 

teachers. 

During  the  year  I  have  organized  4  schools  where  they  had 
no  Christian  help;  now  they  have  Christian  superintendents  and 
mostly  Christian  teachers. 

So  far  as  figures  will  show  the  result  of  my  12  years*  work,  I 
have  organized  194  new  schools,  with  932  teachers  and  5821 
scholars,  beside  visiting  and  otherwise  aiding  282  schools,  encour- 
aging 4741  teachers  and  27,620  scholars;  have  called  upon  over 
lOOO  fistmilies  and  distributed  nearly  1000  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments.    To  accomplish  this  I  have  travelled  70,689  miles. 

If  this  ground  has  been  well  prepared  and  the  seed  properly 
sown,  "what  will  the  harvest  be  ?" 

During  the  six  months  of  Mr.  Ingersoll's  labors,  he  organized 

7  new  schools,  with  22  teachers  and  98  scholars.     And  during 

luB  nearly  20  years'  connection  with  the  American  Sunday-School 
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Union,  as  a  missionary,  he  reports  that  ho  has  organized  over  600 
Sunday-schools  in  this  State.  On  account  of  his  advancing  ago  and 
frequent  seasons  of  illness,  taken  in  connection  with  the  remote- 
ness of  his  field  of  labor,  a  commission  of  six  months  was  given 
him,  and  a  younger  man  associated  with  him  on  the  same  field, 
viz.,  Mr.  C.  C.  Bicknell,  who  reports : 

The  field  assigned  me  comprised  five  counties  in  the  Grand 
Traverse  region,  in  Northern  Michigan.  The  first  two  months 
were  mostly  spent  in  American  settlements.  To  me,  the  most 
interesting  and,  I  think,  the  most  productive  part  of  my  work 
was  in  the  very  destitute  districts,  among  foreigners  and  in 
Roman  Catholic  communities.  During  the  first  five  months  of 
my  service  I  organized  32  schools,  in  which  were  gathered  during 
the  season  over  1500  scholars.  The  last  month  was  spent  mostly 
in  attending  conventions ;  29  schools  were  visited,  containing 
2335  scholars.  In  the  performance  of  this  work  I  travelled 
3388  miles,  1000  of  which  was  on  foot.  As  an  old  German 
expressed  it,  ^^  The  Sunday-school  missionary,  he  first  come  and 
hunt  us  in  the  bush.'' 

Elmer  Carrier  reports : 

I  commenced  my  work  as  missionary  for  the  American  Sun- 
day-School Union  April  13,  1877.  Quite  often  the  people  feel 
the  need  of  a  Sunday-school,  but  owing  to  a  lack  of  confidence 
in  each  other  they  are  unable  to  accomplish  anything,  and  unless 
one  comes  in  from  outside,  the  probabilities  are  that  nothing  will 
be  done.  The  first  school  I  organized  is  in  charge  of  a  young 
man,  18  years  of  age,  who  walks  three  miles  from  another  dis- 
trict, where  he  also  teaches.  The  school  is  in  such  a  prosperous 
condition  that  it  did  not  think  of  stopping  for  the  winter. 

At  a  place  in  Tuscola  county,  where  there  never  before  had 
been  a  Sunday-school,  there  was  quite  a  stir  and  a  great  deal  of 
enthusiasm :  one  woman  carrying  her  baby  two  miles,  and  ex- 
pressing a  deep  interest  at  the  meeting  and  a  willingness  to 
teach  and  carry  the  baby  every  Sunday.  A  young  man  present 
volunteered  to  carry  it  for  htr  if  she  would  come.  A  man  living 
in  the  same  community  said  that  he  was  just  on  the  point  of 
moving  away,  so  as  to  give  his  children  better  church  privileges, 
especially  Sunday-school  privileges.  He  entered  into  the  Sunday- 
school  project  with  a  great  deal  of  spirit.  One  man  told  me  that 
he  never  before  knew  the  great  power  a  Sunday-school  was  in  a 
community  to  make  the  people  better,  until  the  present  one  was 
started.    So  far  as  my  work  is  concerned,  I  almost  always  succeed 
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in  doing  away  with  objections  to  the  International  Lessons,  and 
bye  the  pleasure  of  knowing  that  the  schools  are  accepting  the 
Iielpe  so  freely  made  for  them. 


NORTHWESTERN  DEPARTMENT. 

F.  G.  Ensign,  Superintendent. 

Every  new  year  reveals  special  wants,  and  new  phases  of 
Christian  effort  are  called  forth  by  the  exigences  of  the  times  or 
the  progress  of  the  people. 

One  year  the  problem  is  how  to  get  schools  started.  People 
need  to  be  shown  how  they  can  do  the  work  over  against  their 
own  doors.  The  next,  it  is  the  burden  of  our  toil  to  keep  all  the 
schools  open  twelve  months  in  the  year.  Then,  to  instruct  the 
teachers  and  awaken  enthusiasm  sufficient  to  carry  forward  Sun- 
day-schools when  there  are  few  conveniences,  a  small  corps  of 
workers,  and  meagre  encouragement  from  the  whole  people,  re- 
quires no  little  labor  and  care.  Hence,  our  missionaries  find 
their  time  occupied,  winter  and  summer,  not  as  ^^  travelling 
strangers,"  but  living  missionaries,  who  gather  all  the  people 
together — ^men,  women,  and  children — and  establish  a  school  for 
the  study  of  the  Bible.  Then,  in  winter,  when  people  in  the 
country  have  most  time,  meetings  for  instruction  of  teachers  and 
for  leading  the  inquiring  to  Christ  are  held,  and  thereby  the 
Word  of  the  Lord  is  established  in  these  settlements. 

Turning  to  one  field  in  Nebraska,  where  there  were  few  Sun- 
day-schools when  we  began,  in  1872,  outside  the  chief  towns,  and 
winter  Sunday-schools  were  not  thought  practicable,  one  mission- 
ary counts,  this  winter,  120  live  schools  of  his  planting.  This 
18  but  one  field  and  one  item.  The  sentiment  not  only,  but  also 
the  practice,  has  changed;  the  Sunday-school  is  the  popular  thing 
there,  and  it  continues  twelve  months  in  the  year. 

These  things  are  not  brought  about  except  by  close  application 
and  much  prayer. 

Witness  one  school  out  on  the  prairie :  not  many  workers,  but 
the  lady  superintendent  bears  all  the  school  in  her  heart ;  though 
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cumbered  with  many  household  cares,  she  plans  a  Christmas-tree, 
and  with  her  own  hands  prepares  some  little  token  for  every 
member  of  the  school — 80  in  all.  Homely  and  simple  the  tree 
may  have  been,  but  the  presents  were  beautiful  beyond  descrip- 
tion, for  love  was  moulded  into  every  one,  and  prayer  and  faith 
and  promise.  How  to  win  the  people  to  Christ  was  the  burden 
of  her  thought  and  prayer  and  labor ;  and  through  the  means 
of  a  tree  she  found  the  answer. 

From  Western  Iowa  comes  a  word  which  well  illustrates  this 
work.  Of  66  Sunday-schools  organized,  neither  regular  nor 
occasional  preaching  had  been  sustained  nor  had,  except  in  four 
instances ;  and  yet,  in  one  school,  over  twenty  had  accepted  the 
Saviour. 

Truly,  this  kind  of  sowing  the  seed  in  the  waste  places  will 
not  bear  fruit  unfriendly  to  church  organization,  when  the  time 
comes  for  such  a  step. 

In  one  field  visited  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Gibson,  D.D.,  pastor  of  the 
2d  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Chicago,  last  year,  a  pastor  said, 
^'When  this  school  was  organized  I  was  not  friendly  to  it  because 
I  feared  it  would  interfere  with  denominational  work  nine  miles 
away.  But  the  school  was  started,  and  after  four  years  a  revival 
followed,  and  all  but  two  of  those  who  united  on  profession  with 
the  church  formed  were  led  to  Christ  by  the  study  of  the  Word 
in  the  school.  Not  only  so,  but  five  other  preaching  places  have 
been  opened  to  me  by  as  many  of  these  union  schools." 

It  has  been  said  that  one-fifth  of  the  people  live  in  the  cities. 
To  these  centres  of  population  the  great  preachers,  the  evangel- 
ists, the  temperance  reformers  go.  The  churches,  the  halls,  and 
the  tabernacles  are  there,  and  the  laborers  can  get  support.  But 
what  of  the  four-fifths  in  the  less  favored  country,  who  must  meet 
in  small  school-houses,  in  private  dwellings,  or  in  some  friendly 
barn  ?  The  Sunday-school  missionary  can  and  does  act  as  an 
evangelist  and  pastor  to  such  people. 

Rev.  E.  F.  Williams,  of  Chicago,  went  into  Wisconsin  and 
Minnesota  last  fall,  to  see  this  work.  One  little  school  there  had 
been  in  existence  for,  say,  four  years.     The  meeting  we  had  was 
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email,  the  weather  was  unfavorable,  the  prospect  discouraging ; 
and  yet,  some  who  had  toiled  in  that  school,  without  having  found 
Christ,  were  led  to  Him  before  the  meeting  closed,  and  others 
followed,  until  20  came;  and  subsequently  100  persons  signed  the 
pledge  of  total  abstinence,  and  now  a  church  has  been  formed  of 
those  who  have  been  born  into  Christ's  kingdom. 

The  grasshopper  scourge  that  has  retarded  emigration  and  im- 
poverished many  of  our  frontier  settlements  having  disappeared, 
and  the  fear  of  their  return  having  been  allayed,  the  emigration 
to  the  new  States  west  of  the  Mississippi  has  already  begun. 
Some  of  our  oldest  missionaries  in  Minnesota  write  that  nothing 
has  been  seen  in  that  State  to  equal  the  present  rush,  since 
1856 ;  and  reports  from  other  States  confirm  the  statements  of 
heavy  emigration  thither. 

Theorize  as  we  may,  the  facts  are,  that  the  first  institution  of 
a  religious  character  in  these  new  settlements  will  be  union, 
union  Sunday-school  and,  perhaps,  union  preaching ;  and  to  the 
former  this  Society  is  called. 

We  have  no  need  for  controversy  with  any,  for  .800,000  ne- 
glected children  in  this  Northwest  is  a  spectacle  over  which  those 
who  are  baptized  with  the  Spirit  of  the  Master  and  filled  with 
the  Holy  Ghost  cannot  quarrel.  They  will,  the  rather,  weep, 
and  then  rejoice  in  any  agency  that  is  reaching  the  destitute 
places  by  the  gospel  of  His  Son. 

With  business  men  the  question  is  coming  more  and  more  to  be, 
How  many  people  can  be  reached  with  the  amount  of  money  given  ? 
and  not  How  much  money  do  you  get  ?  What  agency  can  most 
successfully  reach  the  thousands  now  with  the  money  given 
to-day  f  One  of  our  most  successful  business  men  in  the  West 
has  been  looking  up  this  Sunday-school  work,  and,  after  employ- 
ing a  man  in  the  West,  under  our  commission,  for  a  year,  and 
renewing  his  agreement  for  the  second  year,  speaks  of  it  as  one 
of  his  best  investments. 

But  we  turn  to  the  records  of  some  of  our  missionaries  them- 
selves, and  they  will  briefly  give  a  specimen  of  their  work. 

We  cannot  close  without  a  word  of  thanks  to  the  religious  and 
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secular  press  for  the  many  articles  published  in  reference  to  our 
special  work,  nor  do  we  forget  the  generous  donations  to  the 
cause  by  our  leading  railways,  in  the  favors  they  have  shown  as. 

Rev.  William  Metcalf  writes  from  Southern  Nebraska  : 

It  is  pleasant  to  note  that,  during  the  year,  9  churches  have 
grown  out  of  the  schools  under  my  care,  and  that  there  have 
been  about  100  conversions,  as  the  spiritual  results. 

I  have  had,  during  the  year,  many  trials  and  hardships  on  the 
field,  stopping  at  some  places  where  I  could  not  sleep  an  hour 
during  the  whole  night.  I  have  been  put  into  a  room  in  a  sod- 
house  with  six  grown  persons,  and  the  room  only  some  ten  by 
twelve  feet,  and  mostly  underground. 

I.  P.  Gage,  missionary  on  the  North  Plate,  in  Nebraska, 
writes : 

The  past  year,  my  fifth,  has  been,  like  previous  years,  one  of 
blessed  privilege.     It  has  had  its  trials  and  crosses  as  well. 

Most  of  the  new  schools  have  been  begun  in  districts  where  no 
other  Christian  privileges  were  enjoyed.  In  a  single  county  a 
full  score  of  my  schools  are  the  only  religious  gathering  held. 
In  many  of  the  earlier-formed  schools  of  previous  years,  regular 
preaching  services  are  now  held,  and  some  churcnes  have  been 
formed.  About  30  conversions  have  been  reported  in  one  neigh- 
borhood, and  half  as  many  more  in  another  place. 

I  have  during  the  past  year,  as  for  three  years  prior  to  this, 
had  a  kind  of  general  supervision  of  the  Sunday-school  work  of 
the  State  in  connection  with  our  State  Sunday-School  Associa- 
tion. This  has  brought  added  cares,  but  also,  I  am  confident, 
greater  facilities  for  furthering  the  work. 

In  aiding  existing  schools,  I  have  sought  to  impress  upon  all 
the  value  of  Bible  Knowledge,  and  to  this  end  have  introduced, 
wheirever  possible,  whatever  helps  I  could  to  the  pupils.  And 
now  in  reviewing  this  work  one  may  notice  that  Nebraska  Sun- 
day-school scholars  in  the  study  of  the  Scriptures  are  diligent, 
reverent,  intelligent. 

This  then  is  the  summary  for  the  year.  New  schools  have 
been  planted  in  the  waste  places  and  became  centres  of  Bible 
light  to  all  the  regions  round  about.  Older  schools  have  been 
strengthened  and  elevated,  and  all,  both  old  and  new,  have 
awakened  an  intelligent,  reverent  study  of  God's  word,  and  this 
entrance  of  the  word  has  given  light  to  many  darkened  souls, 
causing  joy  in  a  newly  found  Saviour. 
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Efery  indication  bids  us  expect  this  year  a  heavier  immigra- 
tion than  for  any  previous  Beason,  and  we  feel  the  importance  of 
meeting  our  new  fellow  citizens  with  every  gospel  privilege. 
To  this  end  I  renew  my  supplication  contained  in  each  previous 
report,  for  new  helpers.  Two  men  are  needed.  The  work  is 
ready  for  them,  lo,  these  many  months.  The  fields  are  white 
tiready  for  the  harvest. 

I  may  be  permitted  to  express  my  conviction  that  the  work 
which  I  have  been  instructed  to  perform  by  the  American  Sun- 
day-School Union  is  a  work  which  none  of  the  denominations  of 
Ckristians  in  the  State  as  such  could  begin  to  accomplish,  and  in 
saying  this  so  emphatically,  I  do  but  repeat  the  universal  tes- 
timony of  Christian  people  who  have  lived,  many  of  them  a 
border  frontier  life  for  forty  years. 

DAKOTA  AND  IOWA. 
William  S.  Bell  writes : 

In  looking  back  over  the  past  year,  I  feel  that  there  is  much 
for  which  to  be  thankful,  though  in  some  respects  I  have 
labored  under  peculiar  disadvantages.  The  most  of  my  new 
work  for  the  past  season  has  been  in  the  counties  of  Northwestern 
Iowa.  Of  the  schools  organized  but  two  were  in  neighborhoods 
where  there  was  any  regular  preaching.  Two  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful are  superintended  by  ladies. 

Last  June  was  held  a  very  successful  Territorial  Sunday-school 
convention  under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Ilenry  riant  of  Minne- 
apolis, who,  by  his  earnestness  and  Christian  spirit,  greatly  won 
the  hearts  of  our  people. 

J.  S.  Love,  of  Western  Iowa,  writes: 

In  addition  to  the  work  of  organizing  and  aiding  schools,  I 
have,  during  the  year,  organized  and  held  township  conventions 
with  the  view  to  encourage  young  and  inexperienced  teachers, 
and  to  give  them  clearer  ideas  of  their  work  and  of  the  methods 
best  adapted  for  its  successful  prosecution. 

As  secretary  of  county  and  district  conventions,  I  have 
arranged  for  and  attended  them  with  profit  to  myself  and  to  the 
cause.  I  have  also  been  successful  in  working  up  a  Sunday- 
school  association  in  Council  Blufis,  which  is  growing  in  numbers, 
in  interest,  and  in  usefulness. 

Allow  me  to  mention,  among  many,  a  few  reasons  for  encour- 
agement. In  some  portions  of  my  field,  less  than  two  years  ago, 
Sunday-schools  and  rtligious  meetings  of  any  kind  were  unknown, 
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and  the  Sabbath  was  no  more  regarded  than  any  other  day,  the 
farmer  busy  in  his  field,  or  worse,  spending  holy  time  in  the 
saloon,  while  his  boys  were  fishing  or  hunting.  Now  we  have 
interesting  Sunday-schools.  A  year  ago,  last  harvest,  in  one 
such  place  I  spent  two  weeks ;  then  almost  every  one  was  busy 
in  the  field  on  the  Sabbath,  reaping  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  while 
I  was  quietly  and  prayerfully  sowing  the  seed  of  the  kingdom, 
leaving  the  result  with  Him  who  alone  can  give  the  increase. 
Last  harvest  I  was  in  the  same  settlement.  Now  the  Sunday- 
school  by  its  mighty  power  has  silenced  the  clatter  of  the  reaper 
on  the  Lord's  day,  and  instead  of  the  silly  trifling  song  formerly 
sung  on  the  Sabbath  evening,  one  can  now  hear  hymns  of  praise 
warbling  from  many  a  glad  and  loving  heart,  Jesus  and  His  love 
being  the  burden  of  their  song. 

In  another  place  where  gambling  and  vice  of  every  kind  was 
practiced  on  the  Sabbath,  we  have  now  one  of  the  best  schools 
on  my  list,  and  the  superintendent  reports  fifteen  conversions. 
Other  superintendents  report  great  seriousness  on  the  part  of 
teachers  and  scholars,  but  are  unable  to  specify  the  number  of 
conversions. 

Report  of  C.  S.  Billings,  Iowa. 

In  the  review  of  labors  for  the  past  year  there  is  a  deep  satis- 
faction given  me,  as  I  see  to  what  account  my  labors  have  been 
turned  among  the  destitute  and  otherwise  unreached  of  our  peo- 
ple, who  live  at  a  distance  from  religious  privileges,  are  poor  and 
unable  to  sustain  any  service,  and  who  are  often  quite  indifferent 
to  their  own  and  their  children's  good ;  and  also  to  those  who 
would  do  good  but  know  not  the  way,  my  labors  have  been 
especially  directed. 

Besides  the  culture  and  interest,  I  might  speak  of  the  union 
and  love,  effected  in  the  various  districts.  I  can  only  say  that  be- 
sides organizing  and  visiting  schools,  I  have  held  three  conven- 
tions, which  were  of  unusual  interest,  and  conducted  four  revival 
services,  in  which  some  75  were  converted.  Thus  in  closing  this 
year  I  feel  thankful  that  so  much  has  been  done ;  that  the  interest 
in  the  schools  is  indicated  both  in  their  continuance  and  increase 
in  numbers. 

MIITNESOTA. 

D.  H.  Mason,  of  Northern  Minnesota,  reports : 

In  hearty  co-operation  with  county  Sunday-school  associations 
I  have  planned  and  held  five  county  conventions  and  six  local 
institutes,  and  during  the  winter  conducted  several  series  of  revi- 
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Ttl  meetings,  which  were  greatly  blessed  of  the  Lord.  A  Sun- 
day-fichool  which  I  organized  in  Todd  county  in  midwinter 
reports  a  large  increase  in  numbers  and  interest,  house  crowded 
erery  Sabbaoi  with  an  attendance  of  over  70  scholars.  During 
a  recent  revival  meeting,  20  persons  were  hopefully  converted. 

In  early  summer  I  received  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of 
one  of  our  schools  in  Becker  county,  saying  she  now  had  good 
news  to  write.  "  Some  of  the  most  influential  persons  in  the 
neighborhood  had  been  converted,"  and  most  of  her  class  of 
boys  had  given  their  hearts  to  Christ.  This  work  had  its  origin 
in  a  little  prayer-meeting.  Three  of  the  teachers  one  day  tarried 
after  Sunday-school  to  implore  God*s  blessing  upon  the  Sunday- 
school  and  the  neighborhood.  Seemingly,  while  they  were  yet 
speaking,  the  blessing  came,  for  that  very  week  sinners  were 
strangely  brought  under  conviction,  and  fled  to  Jesus  for  sal- 
vation. 

Our  Sunday-school  conventions  are  growing  better  every  year. 
The  workers  appreciate  their  value  not  only  in  awakening  thought 
and  enthusiasm,  but  also  as  a  means  of  educating  the  people  in 
better  methods  of  teaching.  For  their  success  we  are  greatly 
indebted  to  Henry  Plant,  Esq.,  of  Minneapolis,  who  is  generally 
with  as,  taking  the  lead  in  this  department  of  instruction. 

W.  M.  Lewis  and  myself  spent  a  week  holding  meetings  in  a 
new  town  on  the  railroad.  As  a  result  a  temperance  society  of 
over  a  hundred  members  was  formed  and  a  church  organization 
soon  followed.  As  I  stand  upon  the  summit  of  our  field,  upon 
which  we  have  operated  for  the  past  seven  years,  and  count  in 
forest  and  prairie,  hill  and  valley,  211  ''forts"  established  and 
HELD  for  Jesus,  manned  by  a  corps  of  670  oflScers  and  teachers, 
training  4800  recruits  for  valiant  service  in  the  grand  army  of 
the  Lord,  I  consider  it  the  greatest  privilege  that  my  life  and 
health  are  spared  to  continue  in  this  glorious  cause. 

Report  of  W.  M.  Lewis,  from  October  1,  1877,  to  March  1, 
1878. 

The  field  upon  which  work  was  begun  had  been  impoverished 
in  a  fearful  manner  by  the  grasshopper  scourge  of  three  and  four 
years'  duration.  The  people  had  been  greatly  discouraged,  but 
the  grasshoppers  having  taken  their  flight  in  the  autumn,  hope 
had  revived,  and  they  were  sure  that  if  they  could  subsist  during 
the  winter,  another  season  would  bring  more  prosperous  times. 

D.  H.  Mason  of  Northwestern  Minnesota  was  assisted  for 
one  month  on  his  field,  and  then  he  assisted  me  upon  my  field. 
Meetings  were  held  in  several  of  the  principal  towns.     Our  ob- 
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ject  -was  to  get  the  people  interested  and  then  turn  the  meetings 
over  into  their  hands  to  be  continued  or  not  as  they  pleased. 

At  one  place  the  people  became  aroused  on  the  subject  of  in- 
temperance, and  meetings  of  this  nature  were  instituted,  at  one 
of  which,  the  first,  many  signed  the  total  abstinence  pledge.  The 
winter  has  been  unusually  favorable  for  our  work,  and  much 
good  has  been  accomplished  which  cannot  be  expressed  in  words. 
Our  work  is  particularly  "seed-sowing."  Others  who  shall  come 
after  will  reap  where  the  American  Sunday-School  Union's  mis- 
sionaries have  sown. 

wisooHsnr. 

S.  M.  Love  reports : 

I  commenced  missionary  work  for  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union  about  the  middle  of  May  last,  but  being  laid  up  by  sick- 
ness during  the  month  of  August,  I  have  been  only  nine  months 
in  active  service  up  to  this  date.  My  field  of  operations  has 
been  chiefly  in  the  western  portions  of  the  State,  where  in  the 
rural  districts  the  greater  destitution  prevails. 

Some  years  ago  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  had  a 
missionary  in  this  part  of  the  field,  but  from  causes  to  me  anknown 
his  labors  were  suspended. 

Like  neglected  fields  without  cultivation,  which  from  year  to 
year  yield  only  a  denser  growth  of  weeds,  briars,  and  thorns,  so 
in  these  fields  of  moral  waste  are  the  weeds  of  sin,  the  briars  of 
skepticism,  and  the  thorns  of  infidelity,  shutting  God's  truth 
from  the  minds  of  the  children  and  youth,  so  that  the  Bible  is 
ignored,  Christianity  sneered  at,  and  the  Sabbath  desecrated. 

Such  is  the  condition  of  not  a  few  of  those  neighborhoods 
where  I  have  organized  Sunday-schools,  and  where,  through  the 
Sunday-school  missionary,  the  standard  of  the  Cross  has  been 
raised,  in  some  instances  for  the  first  time.  And  even  in  the 
midst  of  such  darkness,  we  find  some  who  are  groping  for  the 
light,  and  whose  hearts  are  seemingly  ready  for  the  reception 
of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 


EANSAS  AND  OOLOBADO. 

L.  Milton  Marsh,  superintendent,  reports : 

Another  year  of  precious  seed-sowing  and  gathering  of  sheaves^ 
with  its  labors,  privations,  and  blessed  enjoyments,  has  just 
closed.     Myself  and  co-laborers  have  given  32  months  to  this 
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work.  As  a  result  we  are  able  to  report  115  new  Sunday-schools 
organized,  with  a  membership  of  over  370(1,  and  202  schools 
aided,  having  over  12,000  teachers  and  scholars. 

A  large  number  of  Sunday-school  conventions  and  institutes 
have  been  held,  developing  more  than  usual  interest  in  Bible 
study.  Ten  new  schools  were  established  by  the  influence  of  one 
convention.  Several  churches  have  grown  out  of  schools  started 
during  the  year.  Quite  a  number  of  institutes  have  been  followed 
by  revivals  and  an  ingathering  of  precious  souls. 

One  of  these  institutes  was  held  with  a  Union  Sunday-school 
started  about  three  years  previous.  At  the  closing  meeting 
several  professed  conversion,  and  a  prayer-meeting  was  estab- 
lished, continuing  daily  for  several  weeks,  and  25  conversions 
were  reported.  At  another  place  a  Union  Sunday-school  of  40 
members  was  established,  and  it  continued  through  the  summer 
and  autumn.  Late  in  November  we  held  an  institute  with  them, 
and  at  the  close  of  our  meeting.  Sabbath  evening,  20  arose  for 
prayers,  and  on  Monday  night  15  professed  conversion. 

Thousands  of  people  are  now  coming  to  our  State,  seekinghomes 
upon  our  broad  prairies.  They  need  help  to  organize  and  estab- 
lish Sunday-schools  and  religious  privileges.  A  little  timely  aid 
will  determine  the  character  of  these  settlements.  We  need 
immediately  more  Sunday-school  missionaries  to  give  a  Christian 
greeting  to  these  new  comers  and  to  encourage  them  in  the  midst 
of  the  trials  incident  to  pioneer  life. 

Dr.  C.  Humble,  missionary  in  Southern  Kansas,  writes : 

There  is  a  decided  increase  of  interest  in  Sunday-school  work. 
One  county  and  three  local  conventions  have  been  held ;  from 
one  of  these  came  a  revival  which  resulted  in  the  conversion  of 
14  persons.  In  three  neighborhoods  where,  at  my  first  visit, 
there  was  no  religious  service  of  any  kind,  precious  revivals  have 
followed. 

In  one  of  these,  the  only  man  really  anxious  to  have  a  Sunday- 
school  was  unconverted  and  profane.  After  two  efforts  the  school 
was  established  and  preaching  soon  secured.  This  man  and  two 
of  three  of  his  family,  with  about  30  others,  were  made  to  rejoice 
in  Christ.  The  Sunday-school  and  a  church  of  over  30  members 
are  now  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

In  another  school  a  series  of  meetings  was  held,  and  at  the 
close  42  professed  a  determination  to  trust  in  the  Saviour  and 
serve  Him.  A  Christian  society  was  organized  and  meets  twice 
a  week  for  prayer  and  conference. 
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Rev.  W.  M.  Wellman  reports : 

About  one-third  *of  the  33  Sunday-schools  I  have  organized 
were  where  there  had  been  no  regular  preaching,  and  in  sev- 
eral instances  were  followed  in  a  few  months  by  regular  preach- 
ing; and  in  two  cases,  if  not  more,  by  churches  and  revivals, 
with  from  10  to  20  conversions. 

One  man  said  to  me,  "  We  thank  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union  for  bringing  about  in  our  community  that  peace  and 
unanimity  of  Christian  effort  which  all  other  things  had  failed  to 
do."  He  said:  "We  are  now  united  in  effort  and  we  dwell 
together  in  unity.  We  keep  up  our  Sabbath-school  all  the  time. 
A  healthy  church  has  grown  out  of  it.  We  have  enjoyed  a 
stirring  revival,  and  a  number  of  souls  are  rejoicing  in  Christ, 
who  probably  would  not  be  had  it  not  been  for  the  efforts  of  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union." 

Interesting  incidents  might  be  multiplied.  Our  Society  is 
gaining  in  favor  in  the  West,  and  I  look  for  a  bountiful  harvest 
this  present  year. 

REPORT  FOR  THE  SOUTHWEST. 

Rev.  W.  p.  Paxson,  Superintendent 
This  field  comprises  about  one-fifth  of  the  population  of  the 
United  States  and  Territories,  and  our  work  every  year  grows 
more  and  more  interesting  as  we  are  permitted  to  gather  the  re- 
sults of  former  years'  services.  Although  the  open  mild  winter  has 
rendered  the  roads  almost  impassable  on  account  of  mud,  yet  our 
record  of  work  done  is  a  good  one.  Immigration  is  still  pouring 
into  the  field.  The  great  lines  of  railroads  leading  down  into 
this  country  are  still  crowded  with  "  home  seekers,"  who  bring 
wnat  little  of  earthly  wealth  they  have,  and  their  families,  the 
last  often  greater  than  the  former.  They  seek  a  home  either  in 
Missouri,  Arkansas,  or  Texas,  and  our  work  is  to  meet  them 
with  the  Sunday-school.  They  welcome  us  gladly,  especially 
those  of  them  who  have  enjoyed  these  privileges  in  the  older 
States.  They  make  good  *' workers"  for  the  new  schWs  we 
organize  in  pioneer  districts. 

W.  J.  Haydon,  missionary  for  Southwest  Missouri,  writes : 

For  nearly  twelve  years  I  have  been  laboring  in  the  Sunday- 
school  missionary  work  in  this  State  and  Northern  Arkansas. 
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During  that  time  God  has  permitted  me  to  organize  over  600 
IBitJe-schools  and  gather  in  over  35,000  children,  who  have  been 
Instructed  in  the  word  of  God.  I  have  aided  and  visited  as  many 
more.  From  the83  schools  have  grown  95  church  organizations. 
X  have  assisted  in  many  revival  meetings  and  witnessed  many 
precious  souls  brought  into  the  fold  of  Christ,  who  had  received 
ireligious  instruction  in  these  little  nurseries  that  I  had  planted. 

During  the  last  year  a  large  amount  of  Sunday-school  litera- 
'ture,  tracts,  &c.f  has  been  distributed.  Have  visited  400  families 
at  their  homes,  and  read  God's  word  and  prayed  with  the  most 
of  them.  In  this  way  many  are  reached  and  enlisted  in  the 
Tvork  that  could  not  otherwise  be  reached.  Ten  of  my  schools 
liave  been  blessed  with  revivals,  and  over  200  souls  born  into  the 
Icinedom  of  the  blessed  Master.  I  have  assisted  in  5  revivals  at 
Medoc,  in  Jasper  county ;  Belleview,  Greene  county ;  Conway, 
Xiaclede  county,  and  Liberty,  Greene  county,  and  about  65  souls 
^vrere  converted. 

John  Cassoll  writes  from  West  Missouri : 

Several  remarkable  revivals  have  this  winter  been  a  result  of 
WL  knowledge  of  the  Scripture  through  the  Bible-school. 

At  one  point  70  conversions  were  mainly  from  Sunday-school 
seed-sowing ;  a  church  was  organized.  At  another  place,  17  were 
a.dded  to  the  church. 

The  Lord  has  abundantly  watered  the  seed  of  the  kingdom, 
o.nd  the  sun  of  righteousness  shone  upon  it,  bringing  forth  much 
fruit  to  eternal  lite. 

Rev.  George  S.  Brinkerhoff  has  been  doing  a  noblo  work  in 
tiie  Southeast,  organizing  schools  and  conventions.  He  thus 
Xrrites: 

In  taking  a  comparative  view  of  the  past  year  with  former 
^eara,  I  see  much  to  encourage  us  in  our  missionary  labor.  I  find 
Xn  five  years*  time  much  improvement  in  every  way.  The  preach- 
ing  is  growing  better,  the  study  of  the  Bible  more  thorough. 
"SToung  people  are  getting  more  intelligence.  It  is  not  so  much 
^ow  to  defend  the  ounday -school  idea  and  overcome  the  opposi- 
tion to  Bible-schools,  but  I  find  the  greater  desire  is  to  know  how 
to  carry  on  the  routine  of  Sunday-school  work  successfully,  how 
to  execute  the  work. 

Last  season  a  superintendent  lamented  their  poor  music,  and 

[id  not  know  how  to  improve  it.    I  gave  the  suggestion  to  him  to 

inyite  performers  upon  musical  instruments  to  bring  their  instru- 

xnentB  into  the  Sunday-school  and  play  them  in  connection  with 
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the  singing  of  the  hymns.  I  read  to  him  the  150th  Psalm  as 
authority  for  such  work,  and  told  him  it  would  be  the  means  of 
bringing  many  an  apparently  wild  and  reckless  fellow  to  Sunday- 
school  to  hear  and  engage  in  the  music ;  that  he  would  be  willing 
to  be  bored,  in  his  estimation,  a  half  hour  or  hour  in  going 
through  a  Scriptural  lesson  to  listen  and  sing  afterwards.  To 
my  surprise  the  superintendent  acted  upon  my  suggestion,  and 
brought  in  a  young  man  with  his  fiddle,  who  played  for  the 
neighborhood  parties  and  dances,  and  another  young  man  with 
his  accordeon.  Immediately  everybody  went  to  Sunday-school. 
Old  and  young  crowded  the  house,  through  curiosity,  to  hear  and 
sing  with  a  fiddle  and  accordeon.  It  was  a  new  thing  to  see  a 
fiddle  helping  to  praise  the  Lord  instead  of  the  devil.  The  result 
was  in  several  months  afterwards  that  the  fiddler  and  several  of 
the  dancers  made  a  profession  of  religion. 

W.  H.  Gill,  of  Northwest  Texas,  writes : 

In  sending  in  a  summary  of  the  past  year's  work,  I  would  add 
that  the  success  of  our  work  in  this  field  during  the  past  year 
has  exceeded  my  fondest  expectations. 

In  Clay  county,  I  found  only  one  county  school-house  com- 
pleted, but  planted  7  schools  there,  and  now  from  one  of  these 
comes  the  tidings  that  the  superintendent  is  preaching  the  gospel 
where  it  was  never  heard  before.  Here,  as  in  many  other  places, 
the  Union  Sunday-school  was  the  very  first  move  towards  educa- 
tion, either  religious  or  secular. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  note  the  fact  of  the  increase  of 
Christian  union  among  all  classes.  It  is  astonishing  what  power 
this  Union  work  has.  It  can  enter  places  where  all  else  has 
failed.  At  a  village  on  the  I.  and  G.  N.  Railroad,  I  held  a  Sun- 
day-school protracted  meeting  recently.  The  presiding  elder  of 
the  district  said  to  me,  "  If  you  can  effect  anything  there,  may 
the  Lord  help  you !''  Another  minister  was  asked  to  go  and 
preach  there,  but  he  refused,  remarking :  "  I  always  give  that 
place  a  wide  berth."  At  the  third  meeting,  however,  a  hopeful 
JBible-sehool  was  planted,  enlisting  all  the  available  Christian 
workers. 

Rev.  John  S.  McEwen,  of  West  Texas,  also  reports  progress. 

THE  SOUTH. 

Rev.  John  McCullagh,  Superintendent. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  addressed  large  Sabbath-school 
meetings,  from  Charleston  to  Boston,  and  received  a  cordial 
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welcome.     My  appeals  in  behalf  of  the  destitute  South  were  re- 
sponded to  "with  liberality. 

A  grand   mass   meeting   of    the    friends    of   the  American 
Sunday-School  Union  was  held  in  Lincoln  Hall,  Washington, 
B.  C,  January  28,  1878.     Judge  Strong,  of  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court,  presided,   and  made  an  eloquent  and  telling 
address.     lie  referred  to  the  meeting  held  in  Washington  47 
years  ago,  when  speeches  were  delivered  by  Senators  Daniel 
Webster,  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  and  others,  in  behalf  of  this 
great  national  Society.     He  then  drew  a  glowing  contrast  be- 
tween 1831  and  1878,  giving  a  summary  of  our  54  years'  mis- 
sionary work  and  the  results,  and  closed  with  a  powerful  and 
thrilling  appeal  for  help  to  tue  Society  that  cares  for  the 

CHILDREN. 

The  Rev.  John  Hall,  D.D.,  of  New  York,  was  the  orator  of 
tHe  evening,  and  spoke  with  commanding  ability  and  eloquence. 

His  excellency  President  Hayes  occupied  a  seat  on  the  plat- 
form, and  manifested  a  lively  interest  in  the  exercises.  He  and 
Mrs.  Hayes  are  both  known  to  be  warm  friends  of  the  American 
Sunday-School  Union. 

Tbe  presence  and  blessing  of  the  good  Shepherd  has  followed 
ow  missionaries  on  their  respective  fields  of  labor,  so  that  a 
great  and  blessed  work  has  been  accomplished,  souls  have  been 
converted,  and  churches  organized,  causing  the  wilderness  and 
"^^  solitary  place  to  be  glad  for  them,  and  the  desert  to  rejoice 
*^d  blossom  as  the  rose. 

Hundreds  of  facts  might  be  given  showing  the  necessity  and 
value  of  Union  Sabbath-schools;  the  following  will  serve  as 
samples : — 

KENTUCKY. 
Prom  Adam  Reeder,  our  "  Mountain  Missionary :" 

I  went  to  Perry  county  in  the  fall  of  1876,  where  I  spent  part 
of  November  and  December.  Visited  533  families,  and  found 
310  of  them  destitute  of  the  Bible. 

I  organized  a  Sunday-school  at  Green  Hill,  in  Jackson  county, 
at  a  little  log  school-house  in  the  back  woods,  where  they  never 
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had  any  preaching.  Now  they  have  a  church  organized,  have 
recently  had  36  accessions  to  the  church,  and  34  of  them  were 
from  the  Sunday-school. 

I  have  organized  a  Sunday-school  in  Barboursville  for  the 
colored  people,  where  they  had  neither  school  nor  church.  It 
was  quite  a  difficult  task  to  get  them  to  take  hold  of  anything  of 
the  kind,  but  I  gave  them  the  ground,  and  now  they  have  built 
a  good  house,  have  a  prosperous  Sunday-school,  and  a  church  of 
some  fifty  members. 

The  people  of  the  mountains  owe  a  big  debt  of  gratitude  to 
the  American  Sunday-School  Union  for  the  moral  and  religious 
influence  that  it  has  difiused  among  them. 

J.  II.  Iloppcr  writes : 

During  the  year  1876,  in  canvassing  one  of  the  mountain  dis- 
tricts of  the  State,  I  was  led  to  a  point  near  the  R —  river.  I 
don*t  know  that  a  missionary  had  ever  given  this  people  a  call 
before.  The  next  morning  began  the  movement  to  build  a  cheap 
house  for  religious  services.  After  a  time  the  house  was  com- 
pleted, and  a  Union  Sunday-school  was  started.  During  the 
summer  of  1877,  a  man  of  God  said  he  would  go  and  preach  for 
them.  The  Lord  blessed  his  labors.  Souls  were  converted,  a 
church  was  organized,  and  they  now  have  regular  monthly  preach- 
ing. At  the  first  visit — no  house,  no  Sunday-school,  no  preaching ; 
but  now,  thank  God,  they  have  all  three.  To  the  Lord  be  the 
glory  and  praise. 

1870  and  1878. — In  1870,  in  a  certain  place,  there  stood  an 
old  dilapidated  building  called  a  school-house.  Now  there  stands 
a  large  and  comfortable  meeting-house,  where  two  denominations 
have  organized  churches,  and  are  now  a  happy,  quiet,  and  re- 
ligious community.  Truly  the  Sunday-school  is  the  nursery  of 
the  church ! 

From  Ilev.  J.  C.  Buchanan : 

There  has  been  a  general  revival  in  nearly  all  the  schools  or- 
ganized, and  a  marked  improvement  in  family  devotion.  The  M — 
district,  in  Taylor  county,  was  one  of  the  hardest  places  in  my 
work  last  year.  I  paid  them  three  visits,  and  finally  succeeded 
in  starting  a  Sunday-school.  I  gave  them  five  dollars*  worth  of 
books,  besides  furnishing  Bibles  and  Testaments.  They  received 
m^  statements  with  much  distrust,  and  with  great  timidity  deter- 
mined to  use  the  books.  The  Lord  has  most  graciously  blessed 
the  work.^  They  have  preaching  at  stated  times,  and  quite  a 
number  have  been  converted. 
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I  visited  a  very  destitute  section  of  Adair  county  called  B — , 
last  summer.  In  a  large  and  densely  settled  territory  there  was 
not  a  man  to  pray,  either  in  public  or  in  the  family.  The  Sabbath 
was  fe  day  for  sports  and  games.  After  spending  four  days  with 
them  and  visiting  several  families,  the  school  was  started.  The 
outlook  was  dark  indeed,  but  by  perseverance  the  work  went  for- 
ward, and  the  entire  district  became  interested.  They  have  a 
church  organized,  and  preaching  by  two  denominations.  All 
praise  to  the  Lord  ! 

TENNESSEE. 
Rev.  Isaac  Emory  reports : 

During  the  past  tnree  weeks  I  have  made  visits  to  more  than 
a  score  of  places.  I  find  most  cheering  results,  and  in  several 
places  very  interesting  revivals  in  progress.  One  church  reports 
over  50  additions  within  the  past  few  days.  At  another  place 
over  40  havtf  been  hopefully  converted,  and  the  blessed  work  is  still 
eoing  on.  The  same  glad  tidings  come  from  another  town.  Last 
Sabbath  I  spent  very  delightfully  in  visiting  two  schools  in  the 
country.  The  review  of  the  lessons  was  such  as  would  have  been 
a  credit  to  any  school,  even  of  better  advantages.  The  following 
morning  I  walked  four  miles  and  opened  the  way  for  another 
school,  where  one  had  long  been  needed.  With  promised  help  I 
feel  assured  it  will  prove  a  great  blessfng  to  the  destitute  youth. 
I  found  some  of  them  without  shoes,  yet  their  bright  faces  beamed 
with  joy  when  told  it  was  to  be  free  and  all  could  come,  however 
poor.  I  have  assisted  in  holding  a  number  of  gospel  temperance 
meetings  during  the  month.  Over  900  of  all  ages  signed  the 
pledge  and  promised  to  abstain  from  all  that  will  intoxicate. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 
From  Rev.  G.  S.  Jones : 

Fourteen  Union  schools  have  been  blessed  with  gracious  revi- 
val seasons,  resulting  in  tte  hopeful  conversion  of  about  170 
souls.  One  new  church  is  the  outgrowth  of  a  Union  mission 
school. 

One  school,  opened  in  the  highlands  of  Macon  county,  whose 
first  session  was  conducted  on  a  dirt  jloor^  will  move  into  their 
new  church  building  about  the  15th  of  April. 

"Eggs  and  Honey." — At  the  close  of  a  meeting  held  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing  a  school,  I  exhibited  some  little  books, 
samples  of  what  seemed  best  adapted  to  the  wants  of  this  pioneer 
mission.     ^'  I  want  one  of  dem  ar  pictur  books,"  said  a  boy. 
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*'  I'll  fetch  some  hen-eggs  to  pay  for  it."  An  old  lady  who  seemed 
glad  to  know  the  exchangeable  value  of  home-made  articles  pro- 
posed to  bring  "  some  mighty  nice  honey  for  some  of  the  same 
sort  o'  books.*'  Your  missionary  never  made  a  ^^  sweeter  '  bar- 
gain ;  it  was  just  as  she  represented,  "pow'ful  sweet,  I  tell  ye." 
To  the  "hens"  and  "  bees"  this  school  is  indebted  for  its  first 
supply  of  books. 

A  Noble  Example. — One  of  our  "  Centennial  year"  Union 
schools  which  started  under  very  humble  circumstances  in  a  dark, 
dingy  cabin,  with  25  pupils,  is  now  comfortably  quartered  in  a 
well-furnished  hall,  having  increased  to  about  200  members,  and 
is  supporting  one  of  its  number  (a  poor  but  worthy  young  man) 
while  pursuing  a  course  of  study  at  college,  preparatory  to  enter- 
ing the  gospel  ministry, 

SOUTH  OAEOLIUA. 
Rev.  T.  II.  Legard  reports : 

A  great  and  wonderful  change  has  taken  place  in  the  counties 
comprising  my  field,  which  are  now  pretty  well  supplied  with 
Sunday-schools.  The  "  poor  whites"  seem  to  feel  that  they  must 
carry  on  the  work  started  and  sustained  for  a  number  of  years, 
at  a  very  heavy  outlay,  by  the  American  Sunday-School  Union. 

The  colored  people  are'  also  doing  the  very  best  they  can, 
highly  appreciating  the  aid  we  have  rendered  to  them. 

ALABAMA. 
Rev.  J.  J.  Strong  writes : 

I  am  confident  that  this  year's  work  is  by  far  the  best  of  any 
since  I  have  been  at  work  in  this  field,  in  these  respects :  more 
conversions  of  Sunday-school  scholars;  a  number  of  churches 
have  been  very  much  awakened  and  have  had  extensive  revivals, 
which  seem  to  grow  directly  out  of  the  Sabbath-schools ;  also,  a 
more  lasting  Sunday-school  interest  appears  to  have  been 
awakened  in  most  of  the  region  in  which  I  labored  during  the 
year. 

As  an  instance  of  what  is  being  accomplished,  a  year  ago  I 
found  Cook's  Springs  Sunday-school  in  a  dying  condition,  with 
no  books  and  no  man  able  or  willing  to  contribute  to  get  any, 
except  the  superintendent.  I  made  them  a  donation.  The  super- 
intendent writes  as  follows:  "  We  have  just  passed  through  one 
of  the  greatest  revivals  that  I  have  ever  witnessed,  and  all  who 
saw  it  say  they  never  saw  its  equal ;  nearly  every  sinner  con- 
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victed  and  converted,  and  I  believe  every  one  of  our  Sabbath- 
school  is  gloriously  happy,  and  has  joined  or  will  join  the  church. 
I  pray  God's  blessing  on  the  American  Sunday-School  Union 
that  ftent  you  here.  I  suppose  vou  have  a  knowledge  of  the 
wonderful  work  God  has  accomplisned  at  Gillen's  Chapel  through 
your  Sabbath-school,  where,  as  you  know,  the  church  was  dead 
and  disorganized.  They  have  had  a  glorious  revival  there,  also, 
which  sprung  entirely  out  of  the  Sabbath-school  they  have  organ- 
ized. They  have  reorganized  the  church,  and  are  now  shouting, 
*  Glory,  hallelujah!'" 

FLOBIDA. 

From  John  C.  Eastman : 

Less  than  two  years  ago  a  friend  was  persuaded  to  start  a 
Sunday-school  at  W.  The  people  would  not  contribute  anything 
for  its  support,  so  we  gave  them  a  library.  The  school  grew  in 
numbers  and  interest.  They  were  delignted  with  the  new  tunes 
in  ** Calvary  Songs;"  the  music  drew  in  outsiders,  so  that  when 
a  preacher  found  them  he  had  good  audiences.  The  superinten- 
dent was  converted  and  many  others  with  him,  and  they  were 
soon  able  to  organize  a  church,  which  now  numbers  about  60 
members,  and  the  school  is  self-supporting,  and  will  probably 
lead  to  the  organization  of  others.  Schools  organized  last  year 
amidst  many  discouragements  are  now  flourishing,  having  decided 
that  ^^life  is  better  than  death." 

OALirOENIA. 
Rev.  J.  Wayne  Snowden  reports  : 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  progress  in  this  needy  and 
important  field.  The  good  news  has  been  proclaimed  and  taught 
on  mountains  and  in  vales ;  the  Bible  placed  in  the  hands  and 
homes  of  the  destitute;  children  have  been  gathered  into  Sunday- 
schools  and  instructed  in  the  Scriptures ;  Christians  strengthened 
and  encouraged,  sinners  converted,  and  the  way  prepared  for  the 
onward  marcn  of  the  Church. 

The  Sunday-school  work  is,  indeed,  much  more  hopeful  and 
steadily  growing  in  interest.  True,  that  ignorance  and  super- 
stition, infidelity  and  spiritualism,  Sabbath  desecration  and  gam- 
bling, everywhere  abound.  "  Darkness  has  covered  the  earth, 
and  gross  darkness  the  hearts  of  the  people,"  yet  God  has  declared 
that  bread  cast  upon  the  waters  shall  be  found,  and  His  word 
shall  not  return  unto  Him  void.  We  may,  therefore,  look  for 
grand  results  in  the  near  future. 
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FOREIGN  WORK. 

Mrs.  H.  Woodruff,  the  Recording  Secretary  of  the  Foreign 
Sunday-School  Association,  writes  as  follows : 

The  Sunday-school  work  abroad  increases  in  interest  constantly  • 

Letters  from  almost  every  country  in  Europe,  from  Japan  and 
China,  from  Brazil  and  other  South  American  countries,  are  full 
of  love  for  the  work,  of  increasing  interest  in  the  work  every- 
where, and  of  frequent  reports  of  the  conversion  of  souls.  From 
Spain  and  Portugal,  Japan  and  China  very  much  is  said  of  the 
importance  and  usefulness  of  the  Sunday-school  papers,  which 
are  eagerly  sought  by  all  classes. 

The  Japanese  paper,  although  only  a  little  more  than  a  year 
old,  issues  1500  copies  monthly,  is  liked  by  all  the  missionaries 
of  the  various  Boards,  and  about  700  copies  are  taken  regularly. 
Of  course,  at  present,  the  distribution  is,  necessi&rily,  mostly 
gratuitous. 

One  of  the  missionaries  of  the  American  Board,  in  ordering 
some  copies,  says,  ^'  I  think  a  great  deal  of  your  paper.  The 
women  ask  for  it  eagerly,  which  I  consider  the  highest  compli- 
ment that  can  be  given  it." 

Another,  writing  from  the  same  mission,  says,  '^I  shall  be 
obliged  if  you  will  send  me  100  copies  of  your  paper  instead  of 
50,  this  year.  My  meetings  are  increasing,  and  I  consider  every 
paper  given  away  a  good  investment  of  money.  I  noticed  the 
chant  in  your  last,  and  am  glad  to  welcome  this  addition,"  &c. 

Rev.  Mr.  Farnham  writes  from  Shanghai,  '^It  carries  the 
gospel  into  the  interior,  where  it  could  not  be  carried  in  any 
other  way,"  and  ''is  suited  to  adults  as  well  as  children,  as  all 
are  children  in  Christian  knowledge." 

Through  the  kind  contributions  of  a  few  ladies,  we  have  trans- 
lated into  German,  and  published  for  the  Sunday-school  libraries, 
a  little  book — "  Christie  and  his  Old  Organ" — ^which  is  receiyed 
with  eagerness  by  those  who  love  the  old,  old  story  of  Jesus  and 
His  love. 

The  same  book  is  desired  in  Italy,  and  the  sum  requisite  having 
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been  received  from  two  friends  in  New  York,  it  will  soon  be  pub- 
lished. 

We  are  also  about  to  do  the  same  in  Spain.  Sunday-scbool 
Kter&tore  is  very  much  needed. 

Bev.  Mr.  Priggen,  who  has  just  commenced  Sunday-school 
work  in  Vienna,  Austria,  is  very  anxious  to  have  "  Christie"  in 
Bohemian. 

Beoent  statistics  from  Germany  say  that  there  are  in  the  State 
churches  established  since  1863,  1450  Sunday-schools,  6416 
teachers,  138,866  scholars.  Including  all  denominations,  there 
ve  1961  Sunday-schools,  8149  teachers,  158,615  scholars. 

There  are  four  Sunday-School  Unions :  General  Sunday-School 
Union  Committee  in  Berlin,  established  1863;  Union  for  Wur- 
temberg,  Committee  in  Stuttgart,  established  1871 ;  Union  for 
Bhenish  Prussia  and  Westphalia,  Committee  in  Elberfeld,  estab- 
lished 1872;  Union  for  Bremen,  Committee  in  Bremen,  estab- 
lished 1876. 

Allow  me  to  add  to  the  above  that  we  are  now  helping  to  sus- 
Un  and  circulate  Sunday-school  papers  in  Germany,  Italy, 
iWice,  and  Switzerland,  although  the  last  is  self-supporting. 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union 
We  furnish  several  of  our  correspondents  with  The  Sunday- 
School  WoBLD  and  The  Child's  World. 

conclusion. 

Of  the  things  set  forth  in  our  Report  this  is  the  sum :  progress 
under  financial  depression  and  disaster,  a  year  of  the  right  hand 
of  the  Most  High  upon  us  for  good.  His  Spirit  poured  upon  us 
firom  on  high,  and  many  wildernesses  turned  into  fruitful  fields. 
Kew  England  and  New  York  continue  their  generous  support, 
one  estate  in  New  York  City  establishing  a  fund  of  $100,000. 
Our  New  Jersey  missionary  reports  220  conversions.  In  Penn- 
sylvania there  are  still  hundreds  of  communities  where  the  Bible 
school  is  the  only  religious  meeting.  In  Ohio  and  Indiana  Chid- 
law  is  still  toiling  and  cheered.  In  Michigan  the  superintendent 
reports  1300  schools  organized,  with  87,000  scholars,  in  fourteen 
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years.  The  Northwest  teems  with  toil  and  its  products.  Nebraska 
shows  120  new  schools  established  by  one  missionary  in  five  years ; 
and  another  tells  of  9  churches  formed  and  100  conversions.  In 
Iowa,  of  56  schools,  all  but  4  are  where  there  is  no  regular 
preaching.  In  Kansas  and  Colorado  Sunday-school  conventions 
and  institutes  are  proving  means  of  grace  as  well  as  of  knowl- 
edge, and  numerous  revivals  have  blessed  the  schools  here  as 
elsewhere.  In  the  Southwest  the  same  blessing  is  attributed  to 
increase  of  honor  given  to  God's  Word;  and  one  missionary 
reports  200  conversions,  600  schools  gathered,  with  35,000 
scholars,  in  twelve  years,  and  95  churches  resulting.  The  South 
adds  a  large  quota  to  the  sum  of  fruits  gathered :  in  one  instance, 
a  church  of  50  members  coming  out  of  a  school  for  colored 
people;  another  missionary  reporting  a  general  revival  in  nearly 
all  his  schools;  another,  14  schools  blessed  with  revivals  and 
170  conversions ;  and  others  bearing  witness  of  great  and  won- 
derful improvements,  for  all  which  we  thank  God  and  take 
courage. 
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A  Home  Missionary  Society. — It  is  fiiiphatioally  a  home  missionary  society, 
working  in  what  I  birlieve  to  be  the  most  important  direction,  amon^  what  I 
rngurd  as  the  \nn<<x  important  portion  of  the  ]>opMlation,  with  tlie  host  agents, 
an«l  with  the  most  efficient  instrumentality.  It  \<  preeminently  a  pioneer, 
working  amonj^  the  new  settlements  in  the  West.  .  .  . 

M«>TivF.s  FOR  8i':»TAi.MXO  THK  WoHK. — \ow,  with  those  facts  in  view,  we 
?'irely  may  feel  satisfied  that  we  are  workinjr  in  the  rijrht  quartJT.  with  the 
rijrlii  object.*,  with  the  right  agents,  and  with  the  proper  instrumentality.  .  .  . 
Talk  of  life  insurance!  This  is  an  insurance  society  a;rainst  i<;norance, 
imintirality,  vice,  infidelity,  and  all  tlie  thou^aml  evils  that  arise  out  of  these. 
Anti  if  I  look  at  the  b'mall  .«um  of  monev,  comparative! v,  which  it  has  cost  to 
lun  This  institution  for  Ihi*  last  liftv  years,  sun-lv  I  mav  sav.  '•  Were  there 
fVCT  such  results  gained  by  the  ])ayment  of  so  small  a  premium?"  .  .  .  Now, 
*:itntl  and  look  at  the  Cro.«s  of  the  Lord  Jesus  ('hrist,  and  \on  sav,  and  1 
Think  vou  ."say  it  sincerely.  "What  shall  I  render  to  Tliee.  ()  mv  Saviour,  for 
:itl    Thv  benefits  towards  mc?*"     And   He  points  to  these  earlv  setllements  in 

•  ft  V 

%oiir  land,  and  to  these  necdv  ones.  who.«(e  condition  and  wants  our  brother 
ii«.-re  lias  .so  eloquently  de.^^cribed,  and  Ho  says,  '•There!  then*!  there  are  the 
iij^nnrant  ones  needing  to  be  instructed,  the  lost  ones  neetlini;  to  bo  .^avi-d! 
Ju-t  as.  much  a?  you  were  needing  my  help  when  1  eanu'  to  this  ('ros-^  to  die 
i\tT  yiMj,  d<i  these  now  need  to  be  iu'structed.  helped  and  »Jave.|  (Jo  labor  for 
!hem.  and  that  will  be  thanking  me." 

The  Rev.  W.  X.  M^Vickar,  D.D..  of  Philadelphia,  in  a  hearty  strain  asserteil : 
I  like  the  operations  of  this  iSunday-school  Society,  because  it  takes  thinj-s 
in  their  natural  order,  eommenees  at  the  very  b»M;innin;r  (»f  tiiinjis.  .  .  .  (live 
iiiv  ihe  children,  and  let  me  kneel  with  them,  and  lei  me  traeli  them  the 
{•riiiriples  of  a  Saviour's  love,  and  let  me  tejnii  tln'm  to  .-sian-l  up  hoMly 
l"i»r  (Ji»d  and  (lod's  truth,  and  we  m-ed  not  I'ear  for  thi'  lutnri-  of  t]\.  «liurili 
..r  uf  the  world. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS. 

The  legal  form  of  be<iuest  is.  ••  1  uivk  and  uk^tkatu  Tti  tiik  Amkniian  Si  \- 

UAY-SCHOOL   r.MOX,  KSTABI.iSMKO  l\   TUK  ClTV  <»K   IMllUAOKI.I'Ill  V. Imi|.I,M{>." 

TlIlUTV  POLLARS  CODStitUte  a  Life   MeiiiluT. 

t'oniribiitions   to   the    Mi'*sionarv   work  ot    tlie   Amkuh'xn   Sr\iiAV-.'^<"ufMH. 
I'm  ox  may  be  aildres.^ed  to 

HENRY  PERKINS,  Treaanrer,  1122  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia. 

MISSIONARY  CORRESPONDENCE. 

IVrtons  desiring  information  concerning'  the  missionary  wtirk  -iioiijil  M.ldri.'-< 

M.  A.  WURTS,  Secretary  of  Miseious,  or 

Rev.  E.  W.  RICE,  Assistant  Socret-iry  of  Mi.^dionp, 

nJ2  riiKvrMT  ^Tiir.Ki.  l'iin.Ai>Ki.iMii.\. 

« 'iinjinuiiieiitions  relative  to  the  \\«»rk  in  New  York  lu.iy  be  ad.li  i-.-st-ii  tn 

F.  H.  WISEWELL,  Sec.  New  York  Bep.  of  Mifiions, 

Ni»»».  «  A  lU  JJn;i,i:  IInusK,  Asroii  I'l  \«k. 

Ltit'-r^  relating  to  the  work  i:i  \«'\v  F.nirland  Jiia\  li«  uiblres^^cil  to 

NELSON  KINGSBURY,  See.  Ner7  Enpfland  D<.p.  of  Missions. 

67    I'AnMl.N'l.  roN   AVKNIK.   IlAUTKnuli.  (?ii2IN. 


LESSON  HELPS,  &c.,  1878. 


THE  SUKDAT-SCHOOL  WOBLD.  For  Tkaiiikrs  hikI  Parknt?!.  CAntaining  the  j 
TXTKIiXATIoWL  HIULK  STl'DIES.  tor  l^TS,  by  Kov.  John  Hall.  D.B.,  | 
<if  Niw  Y««ik.    M'.iiihly.  On  o^nu  a  your.    }\\  Mail.  6«  cents.    In  ehibi*.  55  ccnte. 

THE  8CH0LAB*8  COMPANION.     C'mtainin;;  Fi  1 1.  Kxim.axatiovm  of  the  IXTER. 

NATInN  AL  LK.'^SoNS.  and  ,»th«r  hcl}><<  l»r  JSrh.ilar.-.    Monthly.  2»  centn  a  year. 
!.'»  i-fnis  a  yoar  in  ••luli^  cif  fivt*.  or  "ViT,  to  «»nc  a^l«I^^•*^«,  postage  paid. 

OBADED  LESSON  PAPEBS.  For  Sunuvus.  I.  The  Advaneed.  2.  The  Inter- 
mediate.   ;i.  The  Primary.    Piico  of  vuoh,  .*7..'h»  tor  ion  fopios  jier  year,  po«t- 

BEYIEW  PAPEBS  < QUABTEBLT ».  I.  Large  Beview  Chart.  ^  feet  long.  5  feet 
^ i<l». 'J.'> nut- I'soh. or >'l  per  \ car.  2.  Superintendent's Beview Paper, 2 centu 
f.irii.  IT  s  i<-nt'>  )M>r  year.    ?>.  Scholar's  Beview  Paper,  100  oupies.  75  c«nt<,  or 

5:;?  Jut  n  "m  r. "  * 

THE  CHILD'S  WOBLD.  ('»ntainin;:  Illustrated  Articles  by  the  Hev.  KiniAKn 
Ni.u  r.iN,  l».l).  inii  iMipir-  prr  year,  monthly,  $12:  -eini-nionthly.  S2I.  l\x  Mail, 
ntonrlily,  ^11'.:  .-'cuiiinoutiiU,  f^'lO,  po.«<ta^e  paid.'^ 

THE  SCHOLAB'S  HAND-BOOK,  PABT  X.,  on  the  INTERNATIONAL  LES.SOX.S 
riomJiih  to  I».MriiilM.r,  l.'^Ts.  HTl'DIKS  IN  LUKE.  By  Kev.  Ei.wLt  W.  Rira. 
A  i*onij>lrte  Si'liMJar'n  <''»ininentary  ;iiid  »  valuable  Help  for  the  Teacher.     Price, 

111  oi-nf-  iMO'li  :   I  MO  ■••i|iii'«.  sv. 

IM-  ML  I  Mil  KI>     BY 

THE  AMEBICAN  STT1?1)A7-SCH00L  UNION. 

1122  ChcKtiuit  Street,  Philadelphia; 

Nns.  s  A  lo  liiiil*'  HoiiM-.  Nkw  Yoi;k;  No.  7S  Kandolph  Street,  Chicago; 

No.  •-M7  N.  Sixth  StntJt,  ST.  Loi'W. 

•    1  •    ..|..-  -   I'  -J  .  *•  r  at  tlie  !••<•  r:if«"«. 

POINTS   TO    BE    REMEMBERED. 

1.  TIn'  Aiiieriran  Siiiu1ay-SclNM>l  Union  aims  to  unite  | 
all  tli«  iMM>pU»  in  tlio  study  ot*  Ciod's  Word,  especially  to  j 
roa<*li  tli«»so  iinroarlu'd  by  ordinary  oliuroli  ag:cncie8,  and  | 
to  lead  tlu^ni  all  to  follow  CliriNt.  i 

2.  It   1rav4's   t1i<*Tn   to   clioose   that  oliuroli  connection 
wliirh  tlioy  do<»ni  bost. 

i 

:5.  it  lias  orjranizod  an  avorajfo  of  V22i%  Sunday-schools  \ 
a  yoar,  or  f>vt»r  throe  por  day,  for  ovory  day  of  the  past  | 
fifty-two  y<'ars,  and  has  roat^hod  and  aidod  about 
5,000,000  of  Sabbath-sohool  soholars. 


FIFTY-FIF 


ANNUAL    REPORT 


unctican  ^nitriau-^cliool  (tliiloii,  ^ 


PBBU8KEB  POE  swronotis  oisonLAnox. 


pnn  \rirry(u\ 


AMERICA  FOR   CHRIST. 

UNION  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  WOEK  AS  AN  AGENCY  IN 

EVANGELIZATION. 


ITS  NKKM:  ITS  KITXKSS:  ITS  METHODS:  ITS  SI'KESS. 
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MAY,   1879. 


PHILADELPHIA: 
AMERICAN  SUNDAY-SCHOOL   UNION, 

Xo.  1112  CIIKSTXIT  STllEET. 
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BOARD  OF  OFFICERS  AND  MANAGERS 


1879-80. 


PBE9XDENT. 

BOBERT  LENOX  KENNEDY. 


VICOPBESI  DENTS. 
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James  Pollock,  Philadelphia, 
Jav  Cooke,  *' 

T.  r.  Walter, 
David  Lewih, 
CiEORfiK  H.  Stuart, 

L.EVI   KNOVTLEd, 

Samuel  Small,  lorit,  Pa. 

KuDOLi'ii  F.  Krlkkr,  Harrisburg^  Pa, 

WlLLLkM  BUEHLKR,  " 

Felix  B.  Buunot,  AlUtjhtrny^  Pa. 

RiiBERT  MrKSKHIT,  " 

William  Frew,  PittMburgh,  Pa, 

Tlfi>MA1   WmilTMAN,        " 

Thomas  Bakkwkll,       " 
Frank  A.  Ferris,  AVtc  York, 
Albert  Wc«oi>buf'f, 

Jt^SEPIl    HOWLAND, 
W.   E.   ]>UlMiR, 
RiJRRRT   L.  KTTART, 

Kalpii  Wklls, 

J.  B.  Jekmaim.         Athany,  y.  Y, 

TiioM.AH  W.  Oiitxyrr,        *• 

J.  TOWXSKXD   LaNSINO.    " 

Ai»iJl.«r>N  (rARDlNER,  R»chr*trr,  X.  Y. 
W.  A.  Ives,  AV»c  Haven,  (hnn. 

KfiUERT  C.   WiNTlLRUP,  ifM/on,  JVOM. 

E.  S.  TOOEY,  " 

S.  K  !*uatt. 

Rl'KUS  S.   FRflST,  " 

(rEi)i:<iE  A.   MiNKR,  " 

John  B.  Mansixh,  " 

K.  M.  MrPiiKRsos,  Efjit  BoKti>n,  Mats. 

J^rSKPIl  Poi.i^ARD,  W'tJnirn,  MoM. 

Joshua  Nye,  AugHxfn,  Mr. 

James  M«>rrow,  WV/uinfffon,  Jkt. 

William  ^Stkonu,  Wathingtou,  1).  C 

O.  i>.  Howard, 

Andrew  Reid,  Baltimore^  Md. 

Telfair  MAKiiKrrr,  " 

Franc LS  T.  Kino,       " 

W.  H.  (;raiiam,  " 

Rkvekdy  Joiinsox,    "  • 

Till  iM AS  J.  Kirki'atrick,  Lynchburg,  Va, 

William  Wikt  Mv.sky,  RU'hmund^'Va, 

J.  T.  L.  Prest<iX,  Jjfrhtgttm,  Va. 

A.  Vs.  I'IMMDERLAIN,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 

James  L.  Bate«),  OAumbus,  Ohio. 

W-  (.'.  I»E  Pauw.  yvw  Aff»nny,  lad. 

Samuel  Orr,  EranJn'Ule,  Ind, 

T    HuD-iON,  Ligonfer,  Ind. 

William  B.  .STRON<i,  TupeUa,  Kan. 

S.  M.  MODRR.        Chicago,  III. 

C    B.  NeL'*>n, 

S.  P.  Farris«ton, 

F.  E.    HlSi-KLEY. 
f.'ilAKLK-«   K.  <  ULVER,  " 

I*.  Z.  Leiter,  ** 

r.  H.  C  A.s^; 

Mar^'ix  Uuuuett,     " 
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Chicago,  III. 
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B.  F.  NORRL<<, 

Mark  Aykes, 

Mark  i^K inner, 

K  G.  Keith, 

Thomas  Dent, 

j.  11.  iiollister,  m.d.. 

Henry  Piiklps,  Lrwintotm,  III. 

P.  <i.  iiiu.T.TiR,  Jack-M/nvUle,  JU, 

L.  Ji.  Day,  J^eoria,  III. 

JdllN  l>KKRi:,  Moling,  TIL 

John  P.  Manny,  Rockftml,  III. 
<rEi>RGK  (."iU'rciiill,  (inleAhtirg,  lU, 
O.  T.  Johnson, 

Jdun  S.  McT)onald,  Fon  du  Luc,  Wit, 
HoUAfE  Haluhk,  i>r/rott,  J/u^ 

AL ANSON  SlIELEY,  " 

II.  W.  Hinsdale,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich, 

Harvey  J.  Holi.lster,       *' 

W.  H.  Boyd,  Munror,  Mich. 

Thomas  W.  FEitUY,  (Jnind  Ifm'en,  Mich, 

Samuel  Merrill,  7^*  Main's,  Iowa. 

T.  M.  Sinclair,  thlnr  Rapids,  loivn. 

Thomas  Officer,  (ynitu-il  Bluffs,  louxu 

N.    P.    l>C)lKiK.  " 

II.  Si-oTT  Howell,  Krokuk,  fm-n. 

1).  R.  NOYl->«,  Sf.  PuU,  Minn, 

Thomas  t  Vmhran,  Jr.,  " 

1).  ('.  Wvii.i.^  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Henry  Plant, 

A.  (f.  Adams,  yaxhrilh,  Tntn. 

I).  Weaver,  " 

PEiiEZ  Dickinson,  Knnrritlr.  Tmn. 

<lEoR(iE  W.  MOKUl.s,  L*)uisviUe,  Ky. 

John  L.  WiiE.vT,  " 

James  K.  Hardy, 

John  a.  Miller, 

Arthur  Peter, 

S,   M.    ElMiELL, 

S.  M.  Bkeckenridok, 

Charlr-^  L.  Thomi-^on, 

Ja.mes  Kichards(.»n, 

K.  (>.  Stanard, 

E.  Bredei.l, 

W.  DwKiHT  Collier, 

Nathan  (.'ole, 

a.  p.  forijes, 

R.  H.  V\\iVis,St.rh4irlfs,Mo. 

W.  S.  Karlk,  Savannah,  Mo. 

A.  N.  iS.iHJ?»TER.  St.  jMvph,  Mo, 

TiKiMAS   E.  T«MiTLK,     " 

(iEOROE  H.  Nettleton,  Ka}isas  CUy,  Mo. 

J.  W.  Martin,  Little.  Rttck,  Ark. 

(lEoiUfK  R.  French,  Sr.,  M'Uminirton,  X.  C. 

RoHEUT  (f.  ('iilsoi.M,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Arou.-TiNE  T.  Smyth i:,       ** 

John  B.  (t()Rdon,  Atlanta,  (ia, 

A.  H.  COLiiunT, 

Ji.  H.  LiARDNER,  A>?r  OrltaM,  La. 

(jEORUE  NoiJLE,  Marshall,  Ttxas. 
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St.  Jjimis,  Mo, 
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8.  AUSTIN  ALLIBONE,  LL.D.,  Ojnrsponding  Secretary, 

M.  A,  WURTS,  Recording  Secretary, 

nENRY  PERKINS,  TVeiwurer. 


J|b 


attagers< 


FOR  THREE  YEARS,  ENDING  MAY,  1882. 


Benjamin  B.  Comkgys, 

Thomas  Coopek, 

J.  W.  ('.  Levkuidce,  yeic  York^ 

James  M.  Bkown,  New  York, 

Geurge  K.  CiiozEii, 

John  11.  Whitney, 


F.  W.  Vastxem, 

Joshua  L.  Bailt, 

W.  H.  SrxTON, 

W.  B.  IIanna, 

James  F.  Stone,  M.D., 

Gkokue  Kelloik;,  Hartford^  Conn. 


FOR   TWO   YEARS,  ENDING  MAY,  1881. 


Alexander  Brown, 
George  Nigent, 
W.  DwiGHT  Bell, 

J.    LlVINGbTONE    ErRINGER, 

Alexander  Whilldik, 
J.  Camtuell  Harris, 


A.  G.  RiCHEY,  Trenton^  Al  J"., 

Martin  Li'ther  Fingkel, 

Nelson  F.  Evans, 

L.  N.  Lovell,  Xew  York, 

Charles  G.  Chase,  Brookline,  Mass, 

Charles  E.  Cadwalladeb,  M.D. 


FOR  ONE  YEAR,  ENDING  MAY,  1880. 


Abraham  Martin, 
JosEiMi  Patterson, 
George  W.  Hill, 
Charles  S.  Wurts,  M.D., 
John  Wie.st, 
w.  a.  cuibch, 


Samuel  Ashhurst,  M.D., 

David  Thain, 

E.  S.  Jaffrat,  New  Yorkj 

George  C.  Thomas, 

Henry  Perkins, 

S.  G.  Scott. 


WiHt  0||  ^0mmtiier»« 


COMMITTEE  OF  PUBLICATION. 


Alexander  Brown, 

Thomas  Cooper, 

B.  B.  Comegys, 

Samuel  Ashhurst,  M.D., 

Jamks  F.  Stone,  M.D., 

J.  "NV.  C.  Leveridge,  Xew  York, 


JoHjj  R.  Whitney, 
George  W.  Hill, 
W'.  B.  Hanna, 
Samuel  G.  Scott, 
W.  Dwiqiit  Bell, 
Nelson  F.  Evans. 


George  Nugent, 
Abraham  Martin, 
John  K.  Whitney, 
Pavid  Thain, 


COMMITTEE  ON  MISSIONS. 

Alexander  Whilldin, 
F.  W.  Vanuxem, 
George  K.  Chozer, 
C.  E.  Cadwallader,  M.D. 


Joshua  L.  Bailt, 
B.  B.  Comegys, 


COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

Alexander  Whilldin, 
George  H.  Stdabt, 
J.  Campbell  Harris. 


FIFTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  materials  for  this  brief  annual  history  of  the  Missionary 
Department  are  from  four  sources,  independent  of  each  other, 
excepting  the  last  two. 

1.  The  superintendents  and  teachers  in  our  schools. 

2.  Ministers  and  business  men  who  reside  on  the  fields  we  cul- 
tivate, or  have  had  special  facilities  for  becoming  acquainted  with 
the  work. 

3.  The  missionaries  themselves,  and 

4.  The  official  records  of  the  Union. 

It  is  hoped  that  all  who  read  this  Report  will  be  satisfied  by 
the  facts  presented  that  it  is  the  Lord's  work,  and  that  since  he 
has  been  pleased  to  own  it  with  his  blessing,  it  is  deserving  the 
confidence  and  support  of  his  children. 

The  chief  aim  of  the  Union  is  to  build  up  Christ's  kingdom  in 
the  newly  settled  and  more  destitute  places  in  our  land,  by  in- 
ducing the  people  to  read  and  study  the  Bible,  and  teach  it 
regularly  to  the  children  and  youth  about  them. 

As  auxiliary  to  this  a  pure  and  wholesome  literature  is  intro- 
duced into  these  communities,  especially  intended  to  interest  and 
instruct  the  children  and  young  people,  who  else  would  be  left 
"without  healthful  religious  reading.  The  little  Sunday-school 
library  often  furnishes  the  only  books  of  this  character  to  be  had 
in  the  settlement.  And  what  better  or  safer  companion  can  a 
child  in  the  country,  with  few  associations  and  opportunities, 
have  than  a  good  and  pure  book  ? 

Those  who  have  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  destitute  of  the 
Word  of  God  have  been  searched  out  and  supplied ;  and  in  com- 
munities where  there  seemed  to  be  a  deniaiul  for  it  Sunday-schools 
have  been  established,  and  religious  services  instituted. 


How  far  the  Union  has  succeeded  in  accomplishing  the  objects 
for  which  it  has  labored,  and  how  wisely  it  has  used  the  trusts 
committed  to  it,  the  following  pages  will  indicate. 

WHAT  SUPEEINTENDENTS  AND  TEAOHEES  SAT. 


Superintendents,  teachers,  and  laymen,  who  are  on  the  ground, 
have  asked  for  a  voice  in  the  history  of  this  year's  work,  and 
below  we  give  their  words,  omitting  names  in  some  instances. 
A  lady  from  Massachusetts,  who  made  a  new  home  in  Nebraska, 
says: 

You  can  form  only  a  faint  idea,  I  think,  of  the  vast  amount  of 
good  done  by  the  missionaries  sent  out  by  the  Union.  I  had  no 
idea  of  it  until  lately,  and  I  think  it  is  one  of  the  grandest  and 
most  common-sense  ways  of  teaching  Christianity.  In  the  dis- 
trict where  I  resided  there  were  only  a  few  Christians,  and  these 
were  mostly  cold.  The  neighbors  were  quarrelsome  and  vindic- 
tive. A  Sunday-school  was  started  by  Mr.  G.,  a  missionary  of 
the  Union,  and  before  the  year  was  up  there  was  a  hearty 
religious  feeling  throughout  the  district,  and  many  were  brought 
to  confess  Christ. — R.  D.  K. 

FEELIXGS   OF   GRATITUDE. 

I  (U'sire  to  express  the  feelings  of  gratitude  which  I,  with  many 
others  in  this  State,  entertain  towards  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union.  The  importance  of  this  work  can  only  be  under- 
stood by  tliose  who  are  familiar  with  frontier  life.  Every  com- 
munity has  ropresentativefl  from  many  different  parts  of  our 
country,  besides  the  foreign  population.  Many  Christian  de- 
nominations are  also  represented.  To  bring  these  diversified 
elements  into  harmonious  eiTorts  for  the  Master  has  been  our 
need. 

As  if  commissioned  by  the  great  Commander  for  this  special 
work  the  missionary  of  the  Union  came  to  us.  His  devotion  to 
his  work  has  been  most  earnest  and  sincere.  Sunday-schools 
have  been  organized  in  districts  where  such  work  seemed  almost 
impossible.  A  Union  Sunday-school  being  free  from  all  cant  or 
selfishness  all  the  people  cheerfully  unite  in  its  support,  and  we 
find  Baptists,  Congregational ists,  Presbyterians,  and  Methodists 
gathered  by  the  faithful  missionary  in  the  same  school-house, 
and  banded  together  as  the  advance  guard  of  Christian  organi- 
zation. 

Despairing  superintendents  have  been  sustained  and  cheered 


hy  his  helpful  words  and  quiet,  persistent  example,  and  languish- 
ing schools  have  been  aroused  to  new  life  and  activity  by  his 
encouraging  presence.  The  full  results  of  his  labor  can  never 
be  known  on  earth.  Already  church  after  church  has  sprung 
up  in  the  path  of  his  labor,  and  still  the  good  work  goes  on. 
Truly  of  such  a  work  may  it  be  said,  "  The  wilderness  and  the 
solitary  place  shall  be  glad  for  them,  and  the  desert  shall  rejoice 
and  blossom  as  the  rose.  It  shall  blossom  abundantly,  and  re- 
joice even  with  joy  and  singing." — J.  P.  E. 

IT   IS    SOWING    SEED    IN    THE    SPRING    TIME. 

The  St.  p.  Union  Sunday-school,  which  was  organized  by  a 
missionary  of  the  Union,  January  19,  1870,  has  been  and  still 
is  the  only  means  of  Christian  worship  in  this  district.  The 
school  has  been  reorganized  annually  (oflicers  elected)  without 
the  aid  of  any  one ;  yet  the  timely  visits  of  the  missionary  and 
his  lectures  and  instruction  have  done  much  to  keep  up  the  gen- 
eral interest.  I  know  that  other  schools  in  our  county  have  re- 
ceived like  aid  and  encouragement  from  him. 

It  is  sowing  seed  in  the  spring  time ;  it  is  preparing  the  ground 
that  it  may  germinate  early.  It  is  doing  a  work  that  the 
churches  cannot  (or  at  least  do  not)  do  in  these  parts.  It  is 
bringing  people  of  all  denominations  to  work  together  for  Christ. 
It  goes  out  into  the  highways  and  hedges  to  seek  and  to  save 
that  which  was  lost,  and  I  think  Christian  charity  can  find  no 
better  field  of  work.  There  aro  five  denominations  represented 
in  our  school,  viz.  :  Congrcgationalists,  Baptists,  Lutherans, 
Disciples,  and  Catholics. — E.  C,  Superintendent. 

THE   WORK    MUST    GO   ON. 

It  is  our  earnest  desire  that  the  Sunday-school  missionary  may 
bo  permitted  to  labor  with  us  a  few  years  longer :  1.  Because 
knilon  is  the  very  thing  we  want  at  present;  we  cannot  divide 
ihto  sects  or  parties;  2.  The  value  is  immense,  for  it  brings  us 
all  together,  and  makes  us  as  one  people,  of  one  heart  and  mind, 
and  enables  us  to  work  unitedlv,  which  we  would  not  do  if  it 
were  not  for  the  Union ;  3.  The  help  which  is  rendered  to  the 
different  denominations.  Although  all  arc  united  in  tho  Sun- 
day-school, still  all  are  growing,  and  when  the  proper  time  comes 
will  separate  into  their  respective  churches,  but  at  present  Unina 
is  our  motto,  and  without  that  we  could  never  succeed  in  our 
work. — J.  G.,  Superintendent. 

I  can  safely  say  it  is  wholly  through  the  workings  of  tho 
American  Sunday-School  Union  that  we  have  an  organization 
here  to-day  of  both  church  and  school. 
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Our  school  was  organized  in  1873  by  a  missionary  of  the 
Union,  and  through  him  we  received  our  first  supply  of  Sunday- 
school  books ;  then  a  revival  soon,  folio  wed,  which  resulted  in  the 
conversion  of  some  forty  or  more  persons  and  the  organization 
of  two  churches,  one  of  which  has  kept  regular  services  ever 
since,  and  our  school  has,  through  the  help  of  the  missionary, 
been  enabled  to  continue  up  to  the  present  with  but  two  intervals  of 
three  months  caused  by  extreme  cold.  It  is  undoubtedly  due  to 
the  visits  and  encouragements  of  the  missionary  that  it  has  kept 
up  so  well. 

At  the  first  organization  our  vicinity  was  composed  of  persons 
from  five  different  denominations,  consequently  nothing  could 
have  reached  the  people  so  well  as  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union.  But  another  school  has  already  grown  out  of  our  school, 
which  we  have  supplied  with  material  and  workers.  In  my 
opinion  nine-tenths  of  tho  Sunday-schools  in  our  county  would 
have  to  go  down  if  the  Sunday-School  Union  were  to  cease  to 
labor  here  in  this  part  of  the  State.  The  population  is  sparse 
in  the  country,  the  settlements  are  new,  and  the  drawbacks  inci- 
dent to  such  a  state  of  things  are  such  as  to  make  it  impracti- 
cable for  any  organization  to  do  this  work  as  successfully  as  the 
Union  does.  We  feel  that  it  is  truly  a  blessing  to  our  country, 
but  the  great  trouble  is  wo  ought  to  have  more  missionaries  in 
the  field. — T.  F.  B.,  Superintendent. 

I  want  to  tell  you  what  we  are  doing  up  here  in  Spring  Creek 
precinct.  Of  the  two  schools  Mr.  M.,  the  Sunday-school  mis- 
sionary, organized,  both  are  in  the  most  flourishing  condition, 
good  attendance  and  growing  interest.  I  am  sure  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  none  of  our  schools 
would  have  been  running,  as  it  is  impossible  for  any  denomina- 
tion to  have  done  the  same  work,  for  people  of  every  belief  in  the 
world  are  hero  it  would  seem,  and  no  one  of  them  in  sufficient 
strength  to  carry  on  a  school. 

Of  results  in  our  schools :  ten  or  twelve  have  been  converted, 
and  cold  and  backsliding  Christians  have  been  awakened,  and 
two  churches  have  been  formed.  These  people  would  not  have 
been  reached  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Union. — I.  C,  Vice  Pres- 
ident, J.  Co.  S.  S.  Association. 

MUST  'NOT   REMOVE   THE   MISSIONARY. 

About  two  and  a  half  years  ago  I  had  become  discouraged  in 
the  Sunday-school  work,  not  so  much  on  account  of  the  work, 
as  that  I  had  no  workers,  and  I  felt  that  the  parents  did  not 
wish  me  to  continue  the  school.  I  told  the  children  we  would 
have  no  more  Sunday-school.     I  felt  guilty  as  soon  as  I  went 


home ;  and  told  our  children  we  would  have  school  in  the  grove 
near  the  house,  and  if  any  of  our  neighbors*  children  cume  they 
could. 

I  think  it  was  the  third  Sabbath  after  this,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, I  looked  out  and  saw  Mr.  M.,  the  Sunday-school  missionary, 
coming.  He  said  he  came  to  visit  our  school.  I  told  him  what 
I  had  done.  The  people  were  called  together  in  the  afternoon, 
and  he  brought  up  the  subject  of  Sunday-schools,  and  the  peo- 
ple were  all  in  favor  of  it  and  anxious  to  have  the  school  con- 
tinued. We  cannot  tell,  of  course,  how  much  good  has  been 
done.  We  have  endeavored  to  sow  the  seed,  trusting  that  it 
may  find  good  soil  and  spring  up  and  bear  fruit.  All  the  parents 
have  enrolled  their  names  among  the  people  of  God  ! 

I  hope  you  will  not  think  of  removing  Mr.  M.  to  another 
field,  for  other  schools  may  be  just  as  ready  to  give  it  up  as  we 
were,  and  God  may  send  him  to  them  as  he  did  to  us  just  when 
help  is  needed. — Mrs.  A.  F.,  Superintendent. 

MISSIONARY   IS    BELOVED    BY   THE    PEOPLE. 

Eight  years  ago  when  I  came  to  this  county  there  was  only 
one  Sabbath-school  within  ten  miles  around,  and  that  was  poorly 
Attended.  Wo  had  no  regular  lessons,  as  we  had  to  choose  for 
ourselves.  Many  questions  were  difficult  to  explain,  and  in  the 
inain  it  was  rather  a  dull  affair.  So  you  will  believe  when  Mr. 
G.  was  sent  by  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  we  received 
Lim  gladly,  and  the  work  in  his  hands  made  rapid  progress.  He 
■furnished  us  with  the  International  Lessons  and  all  necessary 
helps,  and  so  we  became  Bible  students.  Through  his  winning 
ways  he  got  the  people  interested,  and  now  we  have  Sabbath- 
schools  in  nearly  every  school-house.  Through  the  influence  of 
this  blessed  institution  people  become  religiously  inclined,  and 
conversions  have  been  quite  numerous  of  late  and  people  begin 
to  think  of  building  churches. 

Such  is  the  result  of  Sabbath-school  work  in  N.,  and  next  to 
God  we  thank  the  American  Sunday-School  Union.  The  mis- 
sionary by  his  zeal  and  energy  for  the  cause  has  made  himself 
beloved  and  honored  by  all  the  people,  and  it  is  the  wish  of  all 
good  people  that  he  may  be  allowed  to  remain  among  us,  for 
there  is  plenty  of  work  to  do  yet. — G.  B.,  Superintendent. 

Surely  it  is  no  one  at  all  familiar  with  the  work  done  by  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union  in  Minnesota  who  questions  its 
management  or  doubts  its  success  there.  It  is  not,  however,  in 
the  work  done  by  the  missionaries  of  the  Union  alone  that  its 
influence  is  felt.     I  question  if  any  other  State  of  its  population 


10 

and  years  has  drawn  more  largely  on  tne  Sunday-School  Uniott 
for  libraries  and  reading  matter  than  Minnesota. 

To  us  Christian  and  Sunday-school  workers  in  a  frontier  State 
the  Union  has  a  sustaining  power  that  I  can  hardly  express. 
Realizing  the  magnitude  of  the  work  to  be  done,  and  our  own 
very  *'  plentiful  lack"  of  means,  so  far  as  local  resources  and 
individual  efforts  are  concerned,  the  knowledge  that  such  an 
organization  as  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  is  behind  us, 
gives  strength  and  hope  in  all  our  work  for  the  youth  of  our 
State. 

Surely  no  State  in  the  Union  owes  more  to  our  American  Sun- 
day-School Union  than  Minnesota.  No  man  even  now  may 
compute  the  benefits  of  seed  early  sown  and  foundations  laid. 
Yet  fruit  has  already  been  gathered ;  and  many  a  fair  building 
dedicated  to  the  service  of  God,  stands  to-day  a  monumental 
evidence  to  the  faithfulness  of  these  early  missionaries  of  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union  in  Minnesota,  who,  like  the 
temple  builders  of  old  in  building  for  God,  "  builded  better  than 
they  knew.'' — D.  R.  Noyes,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

A    MIXED    PEOPLE. 

Our  school  was  organized  by  a  missionary  of  the  American 
Sunday-School  Union  in  February,  1878.  All  Christians  are 
united  in  it,  though  we  are  a  mixed  people.  Two  Presbyterian 
families,  three  Methodist,  two  Church  of  God,  four  Lutheran, 
one  Baptist.  AVe  have  no  church  organization,  but  have  secured 
the  services  of  a  Presbyterian  minister,  and  all  contribute  for 
his  support.     We  have  had  ten  conversions  during  the  year. 

About  the  middle  of  December  we  started  prayer  meetings 
(weekly).  They  are  a  success,  for  we  number  about  twenty-five 
Christians,  who  with  their  families  attend  regularly. 

The  letters  from  the  missionary  and  the  circular  "  More  Salt" 
are  read  with  interest  to  the  school,  and  they  often  speak  of  his 
visits  and  wish  they  could  bo  more  frequent.  I  often  hear  his 
work  spoken  of  in  the  highest  terms  in  other  schools,  and  of  the 
great  help  the  Union  is  to  the  great  Western  desert.  I  know 
without  its  aid  we  would  still  be  without  a  Sunday-school,  and 
there  is  still  so  much  to  bo  done.  Oh,  that  wo  were  all  more 
zealous  in  prayer  that  the  good  work  the  Union  has  begun  may 
prosper  and  continue ! 

My  boys  (in  Sunday-school)  all  read  the  papers  (Child's 
World),  and  many  are  filing  them  to  be  givcji  to  boys  and  girls 
wlio  are  not  as  fortunate  as  we.  Our  average  yearly  attendance 
was  fifty.  Hoping  the  time  may  soon  come  when  wo  may  aid 
others  as  the  Union  have  helped  us. — M.  R.,  Superintendent. 
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WHAT  FASTOBS  DEOLA£E. 

As  synodical  missionary  for  the  State  of  Nebraska  I  am  in 
contact  with  the  missionaries  of  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union,  and  I  am  familiar  with  their  work.  It  gives  me  pleasure 
to  testify  to  their  faithful,  self-denying  labors  and  to  the  noble 
results  they  are  achieving  in  our  State  for  Christ  and  his  church. 
Usually  in  advance  of  all  others ;  working  on  ground  common 
to  all  branches  of  the  church,  yet  pre-empted  by  none, — they  are 
breakkig  ground  for  all  our  churches,  and  sowing  seed  that 
usually  springs  up  and  brings  forth  the  fruit  that  our  churches 
gather.  They  are  helpful  to  me  in  my  work,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  are  equally  helpful  to  others  ^ho  are  trying  to  lay  foun- 
dations for  the  church  of  the  future  in  our  State.  The  work  of 
the  Sunday- School  Union  is  in  harmony  with  our  denominational 
work,  and  in  many  cases  prepares  the  way  for  it. — George  L. 
Little. 

So  far  as  church  work  is  concerned  I  am  strictly  denomina- 
tional, but  am  glad  to  know  from  personal  observation  that  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union  has  done  and  is  doing  great  good. 
Not  in  creating  moral  and  religious  sentiment  alone,  but  in  lead- 
ing souls  to  Christ  as  well.  I  am  happy  to  know  that  the  mis- 
sionary in  this  region  has  accomplished  great  things  for  Christ. 
Few  ministers  of  the  gospel  can  appreciate  his  influence  for  good 
here  more  than  myself,  feeling  as  I  do  that  such  great  destitu- 
tion prevails,  and  that  after  all  have  done  all  they  can  do,  many 
will  remain  who  have  never  heard  a  prayer  in  their  own  homes, 
and  will  not  hear  preaching  more  than  once  in  a  great  while. 
He  has  gone  from  house  to  house,  and  from  district  to  district,  and 
from  county  to  county,  more  perhaps  than  any  minister,  to  bear 
the  glad  tidings,  as  he  could  not  do  if  supported  by  his  own 
Board. 

No  matter  how  tenacious  we  may  be  of  our  denominational 
preferences,  feeling  groat  concern  for  the  welfare  of  souls,  we 
gladly  hail  good  men  who  are  sustained  by  a  society  whose  aim 
is  to  turn  the  tidal  wave  of  sin  that  is  destroying  its  thousands 
all  over  this  land.  As  Baptists  we  are  doing  and  intend  to  do 
all  we  can  in  the  cause  of  our  Master,  but  we  feci  that  we  are 
reaching  so  little  of  this  great  harvest  that  there  is  room  for  hun- 
dreds of  other  workers. 

The  Union  deserves  praise  for  supporting  its  missionaries  here 
during  that  awful  period  of  suffering  from  grasshoppers,  when 
80  few  ministers  were  here,  giving  stimulus  to  the  work. — B.  F. 
Lawler,  Pastor. 


I  came  to  this  field  about  nine  months  ago,  and  during  this  time 
have  become  acquainted  with  the  work  done  by  the  American. 
Sunday-School  Union,  and  feel  that  it  is  indispensable  to  th 
healthy  growth  of  the  churches,  and  especially  needed  in  the; 
localities  where  churches  have  not  yet  been  organized. 

When  I  came  here  last  June  I  was  invited  to  preach  at  C. 
found  a  lively  interest  there  in  the  Sunday-school.     After  da 
consideration  it  was  deemed  best  to  organize  a  church, 
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gational.  Accordingly  on  September  2Gth  a  church  was  organ 
ized  of  six  members.  It  has  grown  to  a  present  membership  o 
seventeen,  and  there  are  more  soon  to  follow.  I  mention  thi 
because  I  feel  that  this  church  is  a  direct  outgrowth  of  the  tw» 
Sundav-jschools  which  have  been  under  the  care  and  manaixemen^- 
of  Mr.  G.,  the  missionary  of  the  Union.  "  Honor  to  whoi 
honor  is  due." 

It  relieves  my  conscience  to  speak  of  this,  for  it  has  been  m 
joy  to  gather  in  the  golden  sheaves  which  have  ripened  under  tl 
faithful  labors  of  Mr.  G.     The  Sunday-school  is  one  of  the  mot- 
encouraging  features  of  the  work  at  S.  and  M.  (two  of  my  preaclT^:! 
ing  points). — A.  L.  S.,  Acting  Pastor,  Congregational  Church...  -«. 

THE    UNION    MUST    CONTINUE    ITS    WORK. 

The  Union  through  its  missionaries  is  able  to  do  a  work  patf'zsafi 
tors  cannot  accomplish.  It  labors  chiefly  in  rural  districts  whc  -^iseri 
every  denomination  is  represented,  but  as  the  work  is  on  a  bro^  ^a( 
basis  all  will  rally  round  the  missionary  and  assist  in  a  uni^  Soi 
school  and  make  it  a  success,  while  if  any  denomination  shoaamaK 
endeavor  to  organize  in  such  a  place,  it  is  immediately  callecd-adj 
denominational  school,  and  many  withdraw  their  support. 

The  pastors  are  in  the  centres  of  counties,  and  find  it  imp^  pos- 
sible to  reach  out  into  all  parts  of  the  county  for  this  work^^  ,  it 
there  were  no  other  objections.     The  Union  must  continue  its 

work  for  a  long  time  to  come,  until  these  rural  districts  beco'  -^me 
strong  enough  to  support  denominational  schools.  The  vfc^^^ork 
done  by  the  Union  is  a  grand  and  noble  one,  and  it  should  he 

supported  by  all  earnest  Christians. 

The  school  the  missionary  organized  in  District  No.  10^^     in 

mid-winter  last  year,  has  passed  a  year  of  remarkable  succt 33 ; 

and  I  know  other  union  schools  in  our  county  are  doing  nofer^ly. 
No  one  can  speak  disparagingly  of  the  work  of  the  Union  ^^"ho 
knows  anything  of  its  success. — E.  B.,  Pastor,  Presbytemr-ian 
Church. 

ONE   OF  THE   MOST   USEFUL   CHRISTIAN   AGENCIES. 

From  my  general  knowledge  of  the  work  of  the  Amerx<^®'^ 
Sunday-School  Union  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  it  should    1>® 


18 

greatly  enlarged  and  heartily  sustained.     I  am  well  acquainted 
"^ith  the  State  of  Nebraska,  having  travelled  over  the  greater 
part  of  it,  and  know  that  the  population  is  increasing  with  great 
rapidity ;  hence  there  is  an  imperative  necessity  for  enlarging 
every  Christian  agency,  among  which  I  regard  the  work  of  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union  as  one  of  the  most  useful.     I 
can  easily  understand  that  the  Society  needs  an  additional  mis- 
sionary in  Southern  Nebraska,  and  trust  that  funds  may  be  sup- 
plied for  meeting  the  growing  necessities  of  the  work. — J.  D. 
Kerr,  Pastor,  17th  St.  Presbyterian  Church,  Denver,  Col.,  for- 
merly Superintendent  of  Presbyterian  Missions  in  Nebraska. 


r. 


A   WORD    OF   PERSONAL    EXPERIENCE. 

1  have  had  it  in  mind  a  great  number  of  times  to  express  my 

owing  satisfaction  and  delight  with  the  work  of  the  American 

Unday-School  Union  in  this  part  of  our  country.     My  acquain- 

^nce  with  it  began  in  Dakota,  while  I  was  pastor  of  one  of  the 

churches  there,  and  I  had  abundant  opportunity  to  study  its 

'Workings. 

I  consider  that  in  no  other  missionary  organization  or  society 
^s  money  so  wisely  expended.     The  missionaries  and  authorized 
Agents  of  the  Union  I  find  go  out,  as  they  are  instructed  to  do, 
to   the  poorest  of  the  country,  and  to  those  who  if  it  were  not 
for  this  Society  would  be  absolutely  without  any  religious  advan- 
tages.    You  of  course  know  very  much  of  the  good  work  done 
^Tki  the  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  your  missionaries  have  shown,  but 
I  wish  you  could  go  with  me  into  some  of  the  "  dug-outs"  on 
our  prairies,  and  into  some  of  the  hovels  of  poverty,  and  see  how 
your  Society's  work  has  brightened  and  blessed  them.     I  know 
'^'lereof  I  speak.     I  have  been  all  through  it — know  its  prac- 
tical workings  and  something  of  the  good  that  is  being  done — 
^^i  I  wish  that  you  had  ten  times  the  amount  of  money  to  spend 
that  yoQ  have.     I  am  anxious  to  see  the  work  pushed  forward. 
^©  cannot  spare  the  Union. — J.  N.  McLoney,  Pastor,  Congre- 
fi^tional  Church,  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 

TELLING   ALL  OVER   OUR   PRAIRIES. 

«Iore  than  once  have  I  said  that  I  believe  your  missionary  was 

-omplishing  more  in  promotion  of  Christ's  cause  visibly,  than 

-  ^y  of  our  ministers  in  his  field,  and  yet  I  judge  that  his  salary 

5^  ^bout  one-half  that  of  the  average  minister  among  us.     His 

potch  training  in  the  Scriptures  and  Christian  doctrine,  together 

*^li  his  zeal,  prudence,  and  perseverance,  have  made  him  emi- 

^^^tly'^the  man"  for  the  work.     He  has  gone  into  districts 

^^■^rly  deBtitate  of  religious  influences,  and  where  the  people  have 
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been  hostile  to  them,  and  has  kindled  a  real  desire  to  study  God's 
AVord  and  to  meet  for  religious  purposes.  In  nearly  all  these 
places  denominational  work  has  been  impracticable.  I  know  one 
community  where  the  Sabbath  was  devoted  to  horse-racing, 
quoit-pitching,  and  drunkenness,  where  now  these  practices  have 
nearly  vanished  and  the  Sunday-school  takes  the  place.  I  knew 
anothor  precinct  equally  destitute,  where  the  Union  Sunday- 
school  has  wrought  a  great  change.  All  over  our  prairies  this 
work  of  your  missionary  is  tolling,  and  that  too  at  a  time  when 
society  is  receiving  its  mould.  Our  intelligent,  discriminating, 
and  earnest  Christian  men  here  are  profoundly  convinced  that 
the  work  is  needed,  and  that  it  is  being  well  done. — T.  H.  Cle- 
land,  Pastor,  Presbyterian  Church,  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 

THE    WOKK    SHOULD    NOT    BE    STOPPED. 

I  have  been  anxiously  watching  the  work  of  the  American 
Sunday-School  Union  and  the  results  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska 
with  increasing  interest  and  satisfaction.  The  pastors  cannot  do 
this  work  in  addition  to  their  pastoral  and  pulpit  labors.  The 
Union  plan  is  a  perfect  success  here,  and  wherever  I  have 
observed  its  workings,  it  has  elevated  the  Sunday-school  stand- 
ard. It  is  adapted  to  our  western  country,  where  new  settle- 
ments are  constantly  being  made.  Churches  cannot  and  will 
not  do  what  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  is  now  doing 
for  our  country,  and  the  work  should  not  be  stopped.  It  searches 
out  the  dark  corners  and  by-ways,  and  gathers  up  the  little  way- 
ward, wandering  ones  and  points  them  to  Jesus.  Let  us  have 
the  American  Sunday-School  Union ! — J.  W.  C,  Pastor. 

ANTEDATES    THE   CHURCH. 

The  American  Sunday-School  Union  under  the  providence  of 
God  has  an  increasingly  important  work  to  do.  It  finds  entrance 
through  its  missionaries  to  communities  destitute  of  all  religious 
privileges.  According  to  its  spirit  and  plan  it  labors  primarily 
for  the  young,  and  antedates  the  church  by  the  Union  school,  in 
which  the  youthful  and  the  aged  unite  in  the  study  of  God's 
Word.  Through  such  schools  a  religious  literature  is  introduced 
into  families,  secret  Christians  are  brought  out  and  committed  to 
the  work  of  instructing  the  children.  The  influence  of  the  pio- 
neer schools  cannot  be  estimated.  Simple^  econo7nical^  popular^ 
they  are  the  forerunners  of  every  good  work,  and  prepare  the 
way  for  the  Christian  Church.  In  log  school-houses,  in  ne- 
glected neighborhoods,  they  are  organized,  and  there  begin  their 
blessed  work  of  training  the  youth  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord. 

In  our  Northwestern  States  no  agency  has  been  so  uuiversally 
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potent  for  good.  No  other  society  reaches  so  generally  the 
rising  generation,  or  awakens  such  interest  amongst  those  God 
lias  constituted  the  guardians  of  youth.  Its  record  in  the  past, 
bowever  grand,  is  but  the  earnest  of  what  it  can  do  in  the 
future.— M.  M.  G.  Dana,  D.D.,  St.  Paul. 

To  these  might  be  added  many  other  words  from  those  who 
claim  to  have  seen  the  work,  and  to  speak  from  personal  obser- 
vation and  experience,  which  are  in  full  accord  with  the  reports 
of  our  missionaries,  to  wliich  the  thoughtful  attention  of  the 
friends  of  the  Union  is  solicited. 

WHAT  MISSIONAEIES  SAY. 

THE   NORTHWEST. 

F.  G.  Ensign,  Superintendent. 

Two  things  have  been  emphasized  this  year  in  our  work : 
l8t.  We  have  endeavored  to  push  forward  into  the  new  settlc- 
nicnts,  which  have  been  multiplied  with  unprecedented  rapidity. 
^0  have  tried  to  get  the  people  committed  to  the  Sunday-school 
*8  early  in  the  history  of  these  communities  as  possible.  2d.  We 
have  followed  up  the  work  of  previous  years  by  personal  visita- 
tion, by  letters,  by  conventions  and  institutes,  by  visits  of  busi- 
ness men  and  clergymen  to  the  fields  occupied  by  the  mission- 
aries, thereby  to  help  the  workers  in  their  schools  and  insure  the 
permanency  of  the  work. 

For  each  year  of  missionary  service  in  this  department,  20 
new  schools  have  been  formed,  and  6G3  children  placed  under 
Bible  instruction,  and  60  other  schools  aided,  in  whicli  are  2200 

scholars  and  246  teachers,  125  Bibles  distributed,  5041  miles 

travelled,  and  110  meetings  held. 
The  results  cannot  be  told  noiv.     But  he  who  takes  a  child  to 

the  Bible,  and  shows  him  how  to  study  it,  and  induces  him  to  do  it, 

has  done  well,  for  Christ  himself  said,  "  Whoso  shall  receive  one 

sach  little  child  in  my  name  receiveth  me." 

That  many  persons  are  led  to  accept  Christ  as  a  personal 

Saviour  in  these  schools  there  can  be  no  doubt,  if  the  testimony 

of  the  people  who  have  been  saved,  of  the  teachers  and  officers 
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in  the  schools,  of  tho  ministers  who  have  seen  and  helped  in  the 
work,  the  business  men  and  pastors  who  have  taken  pains  to 
examine  for  themselves,  and  the  written  statements  of  the  mis- 
sionaries, are  to  be  relied  upon. 

It  has  been  said  that  Union  schools  die  out.  Even  so ;  but 
they  are  not  the  only  organizations  that  are  not  perennial.  Let 
the  records  of  any  of  the  denominations  be  carefully  examined,  and 
it  will  be  found  that  not  a  few  of  the  churches  formed  die  and 
disappear.  Union  schools  have  as  fair  a  lease  of  life  as  other 
religious  institutions.  Their  life  and  success  has  made  many  of 
the  churches  of  to-day. 

Martin  B.  Lewis,  who  has  labored  for  nineteen  years  in  Central 
Minnesota,  has  this  to  say : 

• 

The  character  of  a  whole  community  has  been  changed  by 
the  silent  influence  of  a  Sunday-school.  The  spiritual  state  has 
been  changed  in  the  same  community  by  the  turning  unto  the 
Lord  of  a  child.  Parents  who  were  profane  and  outspoken  in 
their  skepticism  have  been  startled  and  awakened  when  called 
upon  to  decide  for  their  sons  as  to  what  rule  of  life  they  should 
act  upon,  and  have  at  once  decided  for  the  right.  This  has  been 
often  repeated,  and  both  parent  and  child  saved.  The  secret  of 
success  with  the  missionary  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union 
lies  in  two  things :  1st.  Stimulating  thought  in  tho  mind  of  the 
child ;  and  2d.  Personal  work  in  the  home  of  the  child.  In  re- 
view we  look  into  the  faces  of  fifteen  hundred  children  and  youth, 
gathered  from  near  and  from  far  in  mass  assemblies.  Nearly 
sixty  of  these  meetings  have  been  held  with  apparent  success, 
and  over  fifty  of  a  different  character. 

In  a  largo  majority  of  the  new  settlements  the  work  of  tem- 
perance has  made  great  advances.  Our  meetings  have  been  well 
attended,  and  between  five  and  six  thousand  persons  have  been 
reached  by  the  voice  of  the  missionary,  and  we  cannot  recall  a 
place  where  the  Sunday-school  has  not  been  spoken  of  as  doing 
a  precious  work. 

Ninety-three  names  were  entered  last  year  of  those  who  wished 
to  live  for  Christ.  Perhaps  more  than  sixty  have  given  good 
evidence  of  the  great  change.  Thus  sheaves  have  been  brought 
in  and  God's  name  honored. 

Rev.  Adam  Simpson,  who  was  laid  aside  from  active  service 
soon  after  he  entered  it  by  sickness,  finds  his  heart  still  with  the 
Union. 
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On  Saturday,  March  15,  I  was  called  on  a  council  to  organize 
I  church  at  S.  Eleven  members  united  in  it.  Last  spring  P. 
Union  Sunday-school  was  organized  by  my  help.  In  a  short 
time  a  minister  was  sent  at  my  request  to  preach  once  in  four 
weeks.  I  supposed  of  course  that  the  church  was  the  result  of 
the  preaching,  and  was  considerably  surprised  when  I  was  told 
by  the  most  active  member  of  the  church,  as  I  was  about  to  leave, 
that  they  had  to  thank  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  for 
the  church  organization.  It  has  started  out  well  and  will  in  time 
mike  a  strong  church.  There  are  a  great  many  people  all  over 
this  land  pleading  with  God  to  sustain  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union  and  make  it  tenfold  more  useful.  Thousands  of 
people  are  coming  West.  Three  thousand  souls  went  through 
this  region  in  a  single  day  last  week  for  Dakota.  Shall  the 
thousands  of  children  who  are  coming  West  be  left  without  Sun- 
^v-schools?  The  planting  of  Union  Sunday-schools  will,  I 
believe,  do  more  for  the  evan^jelization  of  the  Northwest,  for 
hwmonizing  the  people  who  hold  to  different  beliefs,  for  saving 
the  children,  than  any  other  work  that  can  be  done.  Who  shall 
do  this  work  if  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  does  not  ? 

D.  H.  Mason  reports  from  Northern  Minnesota : 

Inuring  this  year  I  have  organized  and  aided  08  Sunday- 
schook,  visited  2o3  families,  distributed  1^2  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments, delivered  155  addresses,  and  travelled  4488  miles. 

I  have  in  many  instances  spoken  on  temperance,  obtained 
''gnatures  to  the  pledge  of  total  abstinence,  and  in  several  })laces 
bave  organized  Blue  Ribbon  Clubs  or  open  temperance  societies. 
*  have  planned  and  held  twelve  county  and  local  conventions, 
^t  is  encouraging  to  observe  the  interest  which  some  manifest  in 
attending  these  meetings.  One  zealous  worker  rode  on  horse- 
back twenty  miles  to  attend  the  convention  at  St.  Cloud,  and 
fcund  it  80  profitable  that  on  the  day  following  he  went  twentj'- 
five  miles  to  attend  another  convention.  One  wagon  loail  came 
"fteen  and  another  twenty-five  miles  through  bad  weather  to 
attend  a  convention,  and  a  toncher  who  was  in  poor  health  walked 
twelve  miles  on  the  same  errand.  A  lady  superintendent  who.se 
''QJ^band  was  absent  from  home  arose  early,  and  after  duing  her 
^^^  housework  and  the  chores  at  the  barn,  drove  four  miles  on 
*  Very  cold  morning,  in  time  for  the  morning  session.  A  young 
wdy  superintendent  who  cares  for  her  agecl  parents,  both  invalids, 
^^'^I  does  the  work  at  home,  in  doors  and  out,  retrulnrlv  walks 
*^o  and  a  half  miles  to  her  Sunday-school.  In  studying  Ikt 
^■^•'^ons  she  is  accustomed  to  pin  the  lesson  to  the  wall  and  study 
**^ile  she  is  at  work. 


18     ■ 

How  many  think  of  these  Christians  who  are  perhaps  alone  in 
their  community,  and  have  to  carry  the  schools  unaided  and 
against  the  most  adverse  circumstances,  and  yet  will  make  any 
sacrifice  to  keep  up  their  schools  and  save  the  children.  Many 
of  these  were  once  in  homes  of  luxury,  and  knew  not  what  it  was 
to  lack  for  any  comfort. 

I.  P.  Gage  writes  from  Fremont,  Nebraska : 

At  no  time  during  the  six  years  of  my  connection  with  our 
work  in  this  State  has  there  been  such  a  disposition  on  the  part 
of  all  Christian  people  to  recognize  the  need  and  importance  of 
union  missionary  effort  for  the  promotion  of  Bible  study  and 
knowledge,  and  this  endorsement  comes  from  all  classes  of  citi- 
zens, of  every  shade  of  religious  belief.  Men  occupying  responsi- 
ble positions  in  our  State  government,  prominent  ministers  and 
laymen,  earnest  and  enthusiastic  in  their  efforts  to  promote  the 
interests  of  their  denominations,  counsel  and  aid  the  Union  mis- 
sionary not  less  heartily  than  does  the  private  citizen  who 
rejoices  in  receiving  the  most  benefit  from  it  in  his  prairie  home, 
shut  out  from  most  other  religious  privileges.  All  our  mission- 
aries in  this  State  have  done  much  evangelistic  work  the  past 
year,  sometimes  in  connection  with  clergymen  on  their  field,  but 
oftener  alone  in  the  more  promising  of  their  schools. 

It  is  quite  too  early  to  record  all  the  results ;  eternity  alone 
can  do  that.  I  must  mention  my  own  .personal  sorrow  that  with 
the  abundant  opportunities  offered  me  I  have  accomplished  so 
little.  The  aggregate,  however,  this  year  shows  in  our  State 
seventy  more  Sunday-schools  than  last  year.  We  have  made 
corresponding  advancement  in  every  respect.  Existing  schools 
have  increased  their  membership.  Our  teaching  is  fifty  per  cent, 
better.  The  schools  have  the  support  of  their  communities  as 
never  before.  Reformation  morally  is  noticed  even  in  the 
absence  of  special  religious  interest.  Notwithstanding  the  in- 
creased attention  to  Sunday-school  work  by  the  various  denomi- 
nations, and  the  fiict  that  our  own  number  of  workers  has  been 
increased,  there  are  still  one  thousand  six  hundred  school  dis- 
tricts where  no  sort  of  religious  services  are  held,  and  more  than 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  people  who  do  not  receive  Bible 
instruction.     Now  is  the  golden  opportunity  in  this  State. 

Bev.  William  Metcalf,  who  labors  in  Southern  Nebraska,  states 
that 

Revivals  and  cluirdi  or<ranizations  have  followed  in  the  wake 
of  our  work.     We  note  no  Ics^s  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  con- 
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versions  and  ten  church  organizations  in  our  schools  during  the 
past  year,  and  of  these  things  the  superintendents  may  speak. 

"Our  Sunday-school  is  in  fine  running  order.  Your  Bibles 
and  Testaments  and  papers  have  done  us  good.  I  am  confident 
that  the  Union  Sunday-school  is  the  road  to  right  and  to  success 
in  gathering  in  all  kinds.  All  feel  at  home  in  it.  A  Congrega- 
tional Church  has  been  organized,  but  at  present  is  without  a 
pastor." — J.  B.  J.,  Supt.,  Otoe  Reservation  Union  S.  S. 

**  You  remember  when  you  organized  our  Sunday-school  here 
^^  were   without   church   or   religious   services   of  any  kind, 
during  the  winter  many  have  been  converted,  and  a  church  has 
"een  organized,    and   we   shall   now   have  regular  preaching. 
Jhese  are  mainly  the  results  of  establisliing  the  Sunday-school 
^^  our  midst." — H.  G.  AVosford,  Supt.,  Centennial  Union  S.  S. 
**  The  Sunday-school  wliich  you  organized  four  years  ago  in 
^tir  neighborhood  has  changed  its  name  to  that  of  the  church 
^^ganized  here  last  June,   namely  'Ncwland  (Congregational 
^l^virch)  Sunday-school.'     We  date  our  prosperity  to  our  first 
^'^'ganization  by  you." — Mrs.  Louisa  Luddcn,  1st  Supt.,  Pleas-  • 
*^t;  View  Union  S.  S. 

**When  you  first  spoke  of  starting  a  Sunday-school  in  our 
P^ighborhood  many  of  our  neighbors  scoffed  at  the  idea  of  start- 
"\S  *  Sunday-school  in  a  conmiunity  where  there  was  no  one 
^'^lling  to  take  hold  of  the  plow.     But  your  lectures  and  in- 
ducements, by  giving  us  books  and  papers  to  start  with,  led  some 
^^   our  citizens  to  take  hold  of  the  work.     Our  Sunday-school 
^^T)n  became  interesting,  and  was  the  general  topic  of  con  versa-. 
^*On  throughout  the  neighborhood.     The  people,  old  and  young, 
^^shed  to  the  Sunday-school  on  Sabbath  morning,  whore  they 
^^^uld  Lave  the  privilege  of  studying  God's  word — a  privilege 
^  **at  many  had  not  had  for  years.  Ministers  from  other  districts^ 
"^^  caring  of  the  interest  our  people  were  taking  in  the  Sunday- 
^^hool,  came  and  preached  to  us,  and  a  revival  of  religion  fol- 
'  Owed  ;  two  churches  (Congregational  and  Methodist)  were  organ- 
^  ^ed,  with  a  total  membersliip  of  thirty-seven,  nearly  all  of  whom 
"^"ere  members  of  our  Sunday-school,  and  were  converted  during 
^lie  fir.^t  year  of  its  progress." — II.  C.  Freas,  Supt.,  Sardine 
"nion  S.  S. 


C.  C.  Bicknell  reports  from  "Western  Nebraska : 

I  have  been  asked,  "  Are  vour  schools  new  or  simplv  reoriran- 
1  zations  {**  In  two  places  tliero  had  once  been  schools,  but  not 
Recently,  so  that  in  no  case  can  they  i)roperly  be  called  reorgan- 
izations. Of  the  thirty-two  schools  1  organized  a  year  ago  in 
Northern  Michigan,  I  think  four  were  where  there  had  once 
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been  schools,  yet  there  had  been  none  there  for  three  years 
before  I  came.  When  I  assist  in  reorganizing  a  school  I  report 
it  as  aided,  not  as  organized. 

To-day  I  have  met  two  superintendents;  one  lives  thirty  miles 
north,  the  other  fifteen  miles  south  of  Kearney.  In  neither  set- 
tlement had  there  ever  been  a  meeting  or  Sunday-school  previous 
to  my  visits  last  June. 

Jabez  Scott,  who  entered  service  last  fall,  finds  his  hands  full 
already.  New  work  opens  before  him  more  than  he  can  over- 
take. His  head-quarters  will  be  at  Grand  Island.  During  the 
winter  he  has  held  special  services  with  schools  where  such  help 
was  needed. 

W.  G.  Olinger  says : 

Most  of  my  time  this  winter  has  been  given  to  revival  work. 
I  assisted  in  holding  two  meetinfjjs  where  our  Union  work  has 
been  in  operation  for  a  year  or  more,  and  now  I  am  engaged  in 
a  third.  I  have  thought  it  best  to  give  the  winter  time  to  gath- 
ering the  harvest  from  the  seed  already  sown.  About  one  hun- 
dred have  been  converted.  Two  schools  entire  have  been  brought 
to  accept  Christ.  One  of  these  schools  is  located  in  what  was 
called  the  "head  centre"  of  infidelity  in  this  county.  We  had 
hard  work  to  sustain  a  school  at  that  point,  but  finally  God 
blessed  the  efforts  of  the  "  faithful  few"  by  sending  upon  them  a 
most  gracious  shower  of  divine  grace.  More  than  fifty  were 
brought  to  acknowledge  Christ,  among  whom  were  some  of  the 
infidels  and  their  families. 

J.  S.  Love  reports  from  Western  Iowa : 

T  cannot  remember  of  a  single  instance  of  rude  treatment. 
Ev<*n  thf)se  who  are  wicked  and  openly  profane  are  to  me  hospit- 
able and  kind.  Some  things  are  a  little  discouraging.  Our 
p<*(>plo  are  so  restless  and  unsettled.  We  may  organize  a  good 
Hchool,  have  an  enthusiastic  superintendent,  an  efficient  corps  of 
teacluTS,  a  good  number  of  scholars,  leave  everything  in  good 
rendition,  and  it  may  be  on  the  next  visit  we  make  half  of  these 
|MM)))lo  are  cone.  Still  we  must  work  on,  for  the  fact  remains 
tljiit  tlio  Hood  we  sow  will  be  cared  for. 

Orm  \iii\y  superintendent  says  the  older  scholars  in  her  school 
urn  vory  serious,  and  she  thanks  the  Union  for  the  good  already 
done  there. 

Another  superintendent  writes:  "I  wish  you  could  visit  our 
Hch'iol  now,  for  I  know  it  would  do  your  heart  good  to  see  the 
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interest  taken  in  Bible  study  by  teachers  and  scholars.     You  do 
not  know  how  much  we  want  some  one  to  preach  to  us." 

Another  adds :  '^  The  school  has  kept  open  all  winter,  and  a 
deep  religious  interest  is  manifest.  The  school  is  decidedly 
better  this  winter  than  ever  before.  Thus  the  study  of  the  Bible 
prepares  the  way  of  the  Lord." 

C.  S.  Billings,  Waterloo,  Iowa,  says : 

It  is  with  pleasure  the  Sabbath-school  missionary  makes  his 
annual  report.  Retrospect  to  him  is  "  first  the  blade,  then  the 
ear,  after  that  the  full  corn  in  the  ear."  One  day,  as  I  was 
tbout  to  return  home,  I  said  to  a  friend  with  me,  I  am  impressed 
that  I  ought  to  return  and  ask  Mr.  W.  to  come  to  Jesus.  I  did 
so.  I  met  Mr.  W.  as  he  was  about  his  chores.  I  said  to  him,  I 
am  interested  in  your  soul,  hence  I  have  returned  to  speak  with 
you.  He  warded  off  my  words,  when  I  put  my  hand  upon  his 
shoulder  and  prayed.  I  then  said,  I  suppose  I  can  do  nothing 
more,  but  be  assured  I  wish  you  well.  lie  said  little  to  me,  but 
afterwards  remarked  to  his  family  that  "  the  next  time  that  Bil- 
lings came  he  would  teach  him  a  thing  or  two,"  and  one  was  "  that 
I  ought  to  kneel  when  I  prayed."  The  next  time  I  went  he  gave 
his  heart  to  Christ  as  we  were  sitting  talking  the  matter  over. 
Then  said  he,  "  Billings,  you  may  pray  just  as  you  wish,  stand- 
ing, kneeling,  or  any  way."  And  as  in  the  experience  of  this 
^an,  BO  in  my  Sunday-school  the  retrospect  is  very  pleasant.  One 
little  school,  with  a  lady  as  superintendent  and  her  husband  as 
teacher,  has  grown  amid  the  rankest  infidelity  into  an  organiza- 
tion of  forty-five  members,  converts  after  six  months  of  faithful 
seed  sowing.  Thirty  more  are  also  among  the  converts  in  other 
schools  from  direct  work.  In  five  schools  formerly  organized 
I  learn  of  the  progress  of  revival  interest. 

R.  F.  Sulzer,  who  will  labor  in  Northern  Iowa  and  Southern 
Minnesota,  more  especially  among  the  Germans,  has  already 
Diade  good  progress,  and  finds  a  wide  and  needy  field  before  him. 

G.  M.  F.  Chessington,  Storm  Lake,  Iowa,  says : 

The  future  of  all  our  new  settlements  in  the  West  and  Xorth- 
^wt  is  bright;  but  missionary  work  and  missionary  aid  in  evei^ 
wna  is  only  due  them  for  a  time,  to  encourage  them  to  hold 
^y  and  even  to  make  the  effort  to  help  themselves  all  they  can. 
Jiany  neighborhoods  are  found  where  they  are  only  waiting  for 
^Dae  one  to  come  and  arouse  them,  help  them  to  organize,  and 
■hoir  them  the  plan  by  which  they  may  help  themselves  on  the 
^7  to  &  better  knowledge  of  God's  word.     Many  individualSi 
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also,  who  are  anxious  to  work  but  are  timid,  only  need  a  little 
instruction  and  encouragement  to  place  them  in  position,  and 
give  them  the  earnest  spirit  of  work  by  which  they  may  be  made 
useful  Christians.  Much  of  this  is  imparted  by  the  Sunday-school 
missionary,  through  visitation  from  house  to  house  and  from 
individual  to  individual. 

At  three  of  the  points  where  I  have  organized  new  schools 
they  now  have  regular  preaching,  and  eighteen  conversions  are 
reported  from  all  sources  within  the  schools  newly  organized. 

Rev.  W.  S.  Bell,  who  has  labored  so  acceptably  in  Dakota  for 
several  years  past,  was  called  in  October  last  to  the  pastorate  of 
a  church  at  Grove  Hill,  which  is  an  outgrowth  of  one  of  his 
Sunday-schools.  lie  has  been  ordained,  and  is  now  pastor  of 
the  Grove  Hill  Congregational  Church.  We  confess  to  deep 
regret  at  losing  Mr.  Bell,  but  the  church  has  gained  a  competent 
and  devoted  pastor  to  whom  they  are  warmly  attached.  He 
reports  as  follows : 

With  the  spring  of  1878  the  Sunday-school  work  in  Dakota 
opened  up  more  encouragingly  than  in  any  other  year  of  my 
labors  here.  Cheering  news  came  from  many  directions  in  regard 
to  schools  organized  in  previous  years.  In  quite  a  number  of 
neighborhoods  where  these  had  been  planted,  revivals  had  occurred 
during  the  winter,  and  thereby  new  interest  and  zeal  were  im- 
parted to  the  Sunday-school.  In  other  neighborhoods  in  which 
the  people  had  become  greatly  discouraged  by  the  grasshopper 
plague  of  the  two  last  years,  and  had  given  up  the  Sunday- 
scliool,  they  have  this  season  taken  up  the  work  with  renewed 
earnestness  and  zeal. 

One  little  school  which  was  organized  nearly  four  years  ago  at 
a  private  house,  with  an  attendance  of  about  a  dozen,  now  meets 
in  a  school-house  with  an  average  attendance  of  about  thirty, 
and  has  been  enjoying  a  continued  state  of  revival  during  the 
season.  Each  session  of  the  Sunday-school  is  followed  by  a 
prayer  meeting;  quite  a  number  have  been  converted,  and  others 
are  seeking  the  Saviour. 

•  During  the  spring  and  early  summer  I  was  able  to  plant  a 
number  of  new  schools,  and  although  it  was  hard  work  to  get 
some  of  them  started,  yet  the  success  which  has  attended  them 
has  been  quite  encouraging. 

S.  M.  Love,  laboring  in  Western  Wisconsin,  finds  the  work 
more  interesting  each  year,  as  the  people  in  the  waste  places 
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become  more  thoroughly  enlisted  in  the  schools.  Poverty  and 
^difference,  coupled  with  irreligion  and  unbelief,  are  not  easy  to 
overcome  in  the  Sunday-school  work.  lie  finds  some  of  the 
people  ready  to  work,  but  without  means  or  experience.  He  has 
£iven  considerable  time  to  holding  institutes  and  conventions  in 
™e  remote  districts,  to  awaken  interest  and  give  instruction. 

3*Iie  organizing  of  new  schools  he  .finds  not  so  difficult,  either 

^  to  time  or  labor,  as  it  is  to  keep  the  schools  already  organized 

"^  good  working  order.    He  notes  decided  progress  in  his  schools 

**  ft  whole,  although  three  have  temporarily  suspended  for  want 

^^  Superintendents  and  teachers. 

Rev.  Thomas  Wright  reports  from  Fentonville,  Michigan, 
choeringly,  and  introduces  the  following,  out  of  many  others,  to 
^**  1   their  own  story : 

C  D ,  superintendent,  Millington,  Tuscalo  county,  thus 

J>orts  :  "  Our  Sunday-school  was  organized  by  a  young  mission- 

J'^y  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  sent  out  in  1857, 

^fV)re  there  was  either  school-house  or  church  in  this  region. 

^  ^^T  four  successive  summers  it  was  hold  in  a  private  house*,  then 

"^x^  a  while  in  a  log  school-house.     The  first  superintendent' was 

^^cs  long  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel,  and  he  organized  a  church. 

^^^    1860  a  revival  occurred,  when  I  was  converted  and  put  in 

cti  ^rge  of  the  school,  and  have  remained  its  superintendent  most 

^*      the  time  since.     The  first  scholars  in  the  school  have  now 

*^^<come  heads  of  families  and  teachers  in  this  and  other  Sunday- 

ools,  and  are  good  citizens ;  while  those  that  we  could  not 

^uce  to  attend,  keep  aloof  from  the  church,  and  have  no  enter- 

F^^^ise  in  business,  as  is  manifest  from  their  sitting  round  in 

*^^ loons  or  on  dry-goods  boxes  in  the  street.     In  the  winter  of 

V.S77  there  was  another  revival,  when  over  twenty  became  Chris- 

^*^n8.     At  the  close  of  the  meeting  I  requested  those  that  con- 

^^^ered  the  Sunday-school  as  a  means  of  their  conversion  to  rise, 

^"^d  thirteen  of  the  number  rose  to  their  feet  to  witness  to  the 

^^wer  and  influence  of  tlie  Sunday-school  in  their  behalf.    When 

:^   went  with  another  missionary  of  the  American  Sunday-School 

vTnion  to  organize  a  school,  a  year  ago,  a  young  man  was  chosen 

^Xiperintendent  who  was  formerly  a  member  of  my  school." 

From  Mrs.  M.  Chandler,  superintendent  Congregational  Sun- 
day-school, Cheboygan  :  "  Our  Sabbath-school  was  made  happy 
^y  the  receipt  of  the  new  library  ordered  by  you.  It  is  more 
^£an  satisfactory.  Many  thanks  are  due  you  from  us  for  enabling 
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lis  to  do  so  well  for  so  small  a  sum  of  money.  We  now  number 
one  hundred  and  five;  thirteen  teachers,  seven  officers,  and  eighty- 
five  scholars,  with  fair  prospects  of  growing.  Since  Mr.  C,  the 
Sunday-school  misssionary,  was  with  us,  we  have  gained  several 
new  scholars  and  two  new  teachers.  Our  church  is  still  without 
a  pastor,  and  of  course  we  must  necessarily  work  the  harder  to 
keep  up  an  interest.*' 

J.  S.  Grace,  who  had  been  a  Sunday-school  scholar,  tells  us 
how  he  stirred  up  the  people  in  a  new  place  whore  he  had  gone 
to  live.  lie  writes  as  folio \ys  :  **  We  have  a  settlement  of  about 
a  hundred  souls,  and  the  only  religious  privilege  we  had  was 
preaching  every  other  Thursday  evening.  I  a.sked  different  ones 
why  they  did  not  have  a  Sunday-school.  They  all  said  it  would 
be  a  nice  thing  to  have,  but  there  is  no  one  to  take  hold  of  it. 
Sunday  afternoon  we  met  and  organized  the  school,  appointing 
Mr.  B.  superintendent,  the  only  praying  man  in  the  district. 
From  the  beginning  there  was  talk  of  a  library.  Some  thought 
we  had  better  look  up  second-hand  books.  Others  thought  that 
we  were  too  poor  for  even  that.  When  we  found  that  we  could 
get  a  new  library  at  so  reasonable  a  price  as  you  ofl'ered  it,  we 
all  decided  that  the  opportunity  must  be  improved,  and  so  went 
at  it.  We  worked  hard,  and  were  about  to  the  end  of  our  re- 
sources, with  only  two-thirds  of  the  money  raised,  when  ten  of 
the  men  came  to  the  front  and  pledged  the  balance.  TVe 
are  largely  indebted  to  the  young  men  who  work  in  the  woods 
and  mills  in  this  vicinity  for  this  money,  for  wages  are  tew  and 
men  who  have  families  do  not  have  the  money  to  spare. 

**  Another  school  in  which  I  have  become  much  interested, 
and  have  aided  in  divers  ways,  is  located  in  Charlevoix  county, 
in  what  is  known  as  Pleasant  Valley.  I  first  met  the  school  on 
the  deck  of  a  little  steamboat  in  the  summer  of  1877,  and  we 
had  religious  services  together  there.  Soon  after  the  superinten- 
dent, Mr.  Thompson,  in  writing  for  more  Calvary  Songs,  closed 
by  saying,  *  You  may  be  interested  to  know  that  from  sixteen  to 
twenty  of  our  school  have  made  a  profession  of  religion  since  I 
saw  you.  We  hope  to  keep  on  and  do  some  little  good  yet.' 
One  of  the  older  schools  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  when 
told  the  situation  and  wants  of  this  school  in  the  woods,  made  a 
generous  donation  of  books.  These  gifts  proved  a  great  encour- 
agement, and  Mr.  Thompson  soon  writes  again,  'You  maybe 
sure  we  are  very  thankful.  Do  you  know  that  some  laughed  at 
me  when  I  spoke  of  sending  for  them  without  money,  but  I  felt 
sure  you  would  send  them  after  what  you  told  me  last  summer. 
Our  school  is  getting  on  first  rate.  Thanks  to  your  kindness  and 
that  of  Mr.  II.  we  are  well  supplied  with  books;  they  come  good 
to  u&' 
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The  two  upper  counties  of  the  lower  peninsula  have  been 
explored  the  past  year,  a  goodly  number  of  Sunday-schools 
organized  and  visited,  and  places  found  for  more  to  be  organized 
the  present  year.  Some  incidents  of  the  work  in  that  region, 
tiken  from  the  journal  of  the  missionary,  Rev.  A.  A.  Collins, 
iDay  interest  our  patrons  : 

July  19. — Addressed   the   people  and  organized  a   Sunday- 
school  in  the  township  of  Little  Traverse.     Most  of  the  inhab- 
itants take  hold  of  the  work  with  a  will,  though  there  are  but 
feir  professing  Christians  in  the  settlement. 

July  24. — Helped  organize  a  school  with  a  lady  for  superin- 
tendent. Found  several  women  to-day  very  anxious  for  Sunday- 
school,  though  not  Christians  themselves. 

July  27. — Met  with   a  Mr.    II.,  who  had   been    hitherto   a 

'c>ugh,  profane  man.    He  had  just  lost  two  lovely  little  girls,  and 

bui^ied  them  the  same  week  in  his  own  garden.     I  talked  with 

Ji"txi  and  believe  he  intends  to  lead  a  dilferent  life.    The  next  day 

^   I>reached  at  his  house,  and  he  told  us  that  he  trusted  in  Jesus, 

**^tLl  should  try  to  meet  his  little  girls  in  the  better  land. 

^  July  20. — Labored  to  form  a  Sunday-school  in  B Dis- 

***ict.  Asked  a  lady  if  she  would  like  to  work  in  it.  ''  Oh  yes," 
^*'-*  ^  replied,  '*  for  a  few  days  ago  a  little  girl  was  buried. in  our 
^"^^  dst  without  a  sermon,  or  song,  or  prayer,  just  because  there 
^^  ^^s  not  a  sinixlc  Christian  man  in  the  settlement.'* 

August  25. — Preached  at  Mr.  H.'s  again,  and  by  request 
^^  5irtcd  a  prayer  meeting  to  be  held  from  house  to  house  Sabbath 
*^  'flternoons. 

September  13. — For  seven  miles  travelled  in  company  with 

^^ree  drinking  men.    They  had  a  bottle  with  them,  and  took  two 

^>inks  apiece  during  the  first  five  miles,  and  as  they  stopped  for 

^^liother,  I  offered  to  show  them  something  better,  and  brought 

^^nt  some  Bibles,  such  as  we  circulate  in  connection  with  our 

Sunday-school  work.     One  of  tho   men   bought   a  copy  very 

^^uickly,  saying  it  was  cheap  and  a  good  book,  and  that  he  needed 

^  Bible.     Then  the  driver,  who  seemed  the  wildest  of  the  three, 

V^ught  one  also  ;  the  third  man's  hand  went  down  into  his  pocket 

J^everal  times,  but  he  could  not  make  up  his  mind  to  take  one. 

September  14. — Stayed  last  night  with  Mr.  K.,  formerly  of 
the  10th  Michigan  Infantry.  Found  him  and  his  wife  in  deep 
Borrow  and  affliction,  having  just  buried  their  only  little  daughter, 
three  years  old.  There  being  no  Christian  man  in  the  settle- 
ment, Mrs.  Stone,  the  Sunday-school  superintendent,  kindly 
assisted  and  took  charge  of  the  funeral,  reading  the  Scriptures, 
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pointing  the  parents  to  Jesus  the  true  friend,  and  offering  prayer. 
May  God  bless  this  dear  Christian  lady,  and  help  her  never  to 
tire  in  the  good  "vvork  she  is  so  heartily  engaged  in. 

September  15. — Addressed  the  people  at  house  of  Mr.  W. 
On  asking  thein  their  opinion  about  starting  a  Sunday-school, 
nearly  every  man  spoke  in  favor  of  it,  and  promised  to  do  all  in 
his  power  to  sustain  it,  though  confessing  that  they  were  not 
Christians  and  could  not  pray.     The  school  was  organized. 

Alvin  Upson,  who  has  served  faithfully  the  children's  causa 
for  twenty-eight  years,  has  found  joy  in  the  service  the  past 
year,  and  though  now  quite  advanced  in  life,  will  continue  to  do 
for  the  children  as  he  has  strength  and  opportunity.  Many  will 
be  glad  to  know  that  his  hand  is  still  on  the  plow  and  his  face 
to  the  front. 

Henry  Densmore,  at  Greenville,  Mich.,  has  been  sorely  afflicted 
in  the  protracted  sickness  and  the  death  of  a  son,  but  the  work 
of  the  Lord  has  prospered  in  his  hands  as  in  former  times,  as  the 
following  indicates : 

That  some  of  our  settled  pastors  might  get  a  more  comprehen- 
sive view  of  the  missionary  work,  I  invited  half  a  dozen  of  them 
to  spend  their  vacation  with  me.  We  started  with  our  buggies, 
but  took  our  saddles  along,  and  after  a  few  days  found  what  It 
was  to  travel  "Indian  file"  through  the  woods  on  horseback. 
Our  men  were  all  good  singers  and  well  provided  with  books ; 
frequently  riding  up  to  a  log  house  and  without  dismounting 
they  would  serenade  the  family  with  a  Sunday-school  song.  And 
if  any  were  sick  or  afflicted,  one  would  get  off  and  pray  with 
them,  then  give  them  an  extra  song.  Coming  to  such  a  house 
once  where  the  woman  had  been  sick  three  'years,  I  went  in, 
found  her  lying  on  the  bed.  Ministers  began  to  sing  "  Jesus 
loves  even  me,"  when  she  said,  "  Oh,  is  that  the  angels,  can't  I 
see  them?"  .We  opened  the  door  wide,  and  seeing  tliem  she 
said,  "  Oh,  is  this  the  millennium."  On  leaving  the  place  one 
of  our  ministers  said,  "Wasn't  that  heavenly?"  Another  said, 
"  I  never  before  fully  realized  what  the  disciples  meant  when 
they  said,  '  Did  not  our  hearts  burn  within  us  while  ho  talked 
with  us  by  the  way  V  "  Another  said,  "  I  see  now  how  it  is  the 
missionary  gets  his  pay  as  he  goes  along."  And  still  another 
city  pastor  said,  "  I  would  like  to  exchange  parishes  with  him.'* 
Again,  when  we  had  got  far  beyond  religious  organizations  and 
the  Christian  ministry,  after  one  of  our  outdoor  meetings  an  old 
lady  asked  me,  "  Why  can't  you  come  once  in  six  months  or  a 
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year,  and  bring  one  minister  at  a  time,  instead  of  coming  once 
in  two  or  three  years  and  bringing  half  a  dozen  ?"  saying  further^ 
"If  we  could  only  hear  a  sermon  once  a  year  we  could  get 
I  along."     Another  says,  "  Well,  if  we  can  see  the  missionary 

once  a  year  we  shall  be  glad." 

Of  coarse  I  can  give  some  figures,  but  to  mo  they  have  little 
ttgnificance.  During  the  year  now  closed  I  have  organized  20 
Bew  schools,  with  85  teachers  and  454  scholars.  I  visited  and 
addressed  29  other  schools,  with  588  teachers  and  4739  scholars. 
To  accomplish  this  I  have  travelled  7324  miles,  have  visited  over 
SOO  families,  and  distributed  nearly  200  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

Father  Corey,  who  has  been  so  long  connected  with  this  de- 
partment, and  is  so  well  known  for  his  "  work  of  faith,  and  labor 
of  lo?e,  and  patience  of  hope,"  is  laid  aside  from  active  service; 
"ttt  his  heart  warms  to  the  work,  and  his  faith  holds  on  to  the 
^2ither  in  its  behalf,  as  much  as  in  the  days  of  his  active  service, 
'•bile  he  stands  upon  the  brink  of  the  river,  one  after  another 
®*     lis  household  and  friends  pass  on  before  him,  and  still  he 
iJrijgers,  his  feet  already  wet  with  the  passing  tide  ;  but  his  eye 
"^^i^btens  with  gladness   for  the  blessings  that  have  come  from 
**^^  Master's  hand  in  the  service  of  the  last  half  century,  and 
**^  ^  hope  of  the  better  service  that  will  ere  long  be  entered  upon, 
liich  years,  nor  centuries,  nor  time  can  measure. 


Myron  Phelps  was  the  long-time  friend  and  the  senior  vice- 

l-^  Resident  of  this  Society  in  the  Northwest.     A  consecrated  busi- 

^^-«S8  man,  he  believed  that  his  talent  was  the  Lord's,  and  also  the 

^Toperty  that  talent  was  able  to  acquire.    Retrenchment  did  not 

^egin,  with  him,  at  the  Lord's  treasury.     He  acted  upon  the 

Consecration  as  if  it  was*real,  and  as  binding  as  a  note  of  hand 

Secured  by  mortgage ;  not  as  if  he  must,  but  because  he  loved  the 

Xjord's  work  and  had  faith  in  it.    "In  a  full  age,  like  as  a  shock 

of  corn  Cometh  in  his  season,"  so  ho  entered  into  the  rest  of 

the  redeemed  in  August,  1878.     Beloved,  honored,  missed. 
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THE  SOUTHWEST. 
Rev.  W.  p.  Paxson,  Superintendent. 

Our  work  goes  bravely  on.  The  common  people  receive  our 
missionaries  gladly,  and  co-operate  with  them  in  both  Sunday- 
school  organization  and  elevation.  Our  schools  become  more 
and  more  Bible  schools,  and  the  "unity  of  the  spirit  in  the  bonds 
of  peace*'  pervades  our  workers  more  and  more.  The  great 
inquiry  now  seems  to  bo  not  will  the  establishment  of  a  school 
in  our  community  result  in  a  church  of  a  certain  denomination^ 
but  will  it  give  us  more  light  as  to  what  the  word  of  God  teaches 
as  to  the  great  doctrines  of  life  and  salvation;  and  if  the  people 
are  unhindered  they  will  gladly  and  cheerfully  unite  regardless 
of  denominational  results  in  the  study  of  the  Bible,  only  to  re- 
joice when,  as  is  often  the  case,  a  revival  occurs,  and  an  evan- 
gelical church,  representing  the  wish  of  the  majority,  is  estab- 
lished. 

Rev.  W.  J.  Haydon,  of  Southwest  Missouri,  writes : 

During  the  past  year  God  has  truly  blessed  my  efforts.  I 
have  been  enabled  to  organize  45  Sunday-schools,  containing 
193  teachers,  and  2360  scholars,  beside  assisting  in  the  organi- 
zation of  several  others.  Many  of  the  children  and  adults 
gathered  in  were  almost  destitute  of  religious  instruction.  In 
more  than  half  of  the  communities  where  I  have  planted  schools 
there  were  no  regular  religious  services.  Three  church  organi- 
zations that  I  know  of  have  grown  out  of  schools  that  I  have 
planted  this  year.  I  have  assisted  in  several  protracted  meet- 
ings. At  one  point,  in  Jasper,  God  greatly  blessed  our  preach- 
ing; a  number  of  souls  were  converted,  and  a  church  organized. 
I  also  assisted  a  brother  at  Conway,  in  Laclede  county.  God 
poured  out  his  heavenly  Spirit,  and  souls  were  born  into  the 
kingdom.  I  have  also  assisted  in  a  number  of  Sunday-school 
conventions,  which  surpassed  anything  we  have  had  in  interest 
and  thorough  instruction. 

I  am  just  home  from  Dallas  county.  Mo.,  where  I  have  organ- 
ized eight  Sunday-schools,  and  assisted  in  a  protracted  meeting 
in  Buffalo,  the  county  seat,  which  God  bountifully  blessed;  spoke 
every  night  and  three  times  on  Sunday  for  three  weeks,  besides 
working  up  appointments.     In  many  of  the  houses  I  visit  I  find 
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no  Bibles  or  Testaments — invariably  leave  one ;  also  go  with  a 
supply  of  tracts  and  Sunday-school  papers — leave  tracts  and 
Sunday-school  papers  at  every  house. 

Rev.  J.  S.  McEwen,  of  Western  Texas,  notwithstanding  the 
general  prevalence  of  sickness  on  his  field  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  year,  reports  24  new  schools  organized,  and  1003  scholars 
brought  together  for  the  study  of  the  word  of  God,  besides  having 
by  visitation,  and  grants  of  books  and  other  Sunday-school  rcqui- 
fi'tes,  aided  60  other  schools,  containing  5058  scholars,  showing 
good  progress  in  the  work. 

W.  H.  Gill,  of  Northwestern  Texas,  writes : 

The  Texas  side  of  my  field  (comprising  about  12,000  square 
piles  of  territory)  is  the  garden  spot  of  the  State.  Here,  too, 
*  found  the  heaviest  population,  and  yet  there  is  room — room 
*^o  for  more  workers,  for  the  "harvest  truly  is  great."  Two 
Dioi-e  counties  have  been  organized.  Conventions  are  becoming 
more  frequent ;  proof  that  the  interest  in  Sunday-schools  is  in- 
creasing, as  it  evidently  is.  I  hope  in  another  year  to  give  more 
^^^^ult8  when  the  facts  are  collected. 

On  the  Indian  side  I  spent  some  time  in  the  summer,  and 
plj^nted  nine  new  schools  and  aided  several  others.  Attended  the 
l^^Oian  Territorial  Sunday-School  Convention,  at  Otoka,  where 
foir  two  d:iys  the  "pale  faces"  and  their  red  brethren  worshipped 
tuo  "Great  Spirit  Father"  together,  and  talked  in  harmony  of 
no\T  best  to  train  the  children  for  our  common  Saviour. 

During  the  sittinof  of  the  convention  a  communication  was 
^^i^tin  from  an  intelligent  Indian,  who  could  not  be  present  per- 
sonally, asking  that  a  man  be  sent  out  to  travel  from  point  to 
point  and  work  up  a  Sunday-school  interest  among  the  people, 
^^ganizing  schools  wherever  possible.  This  was  favorably  re- 
ceived, but,  alas!  the  means  were  wanting.  The  idea,  I  believe, 
J*"a 8 original  with  this  "aborigine,"*  but  the  American  Sunday- 
*^'^aool  Union  wjis  just  fifty-four  years  ahead  of  him  in  doing 
*Ucli  work.  Many  of  his  people  would  even  now  gratefully 
*^*f Howled ge  its  benefits,  and  we  hope  ere  long,  if  life  lasts,  to 
^^<5h  the  remainder. 

-Rev.  G.  TV.  Sharp  has  just  entered  service  in  Northeast  Mis- 
^^'i,  and  has  met  with  a  very  cordial  reception. 

-Thomas  Lain  has  been  doing  excellent  work  in  Eastern  Texas 
^^'Xnizing  schools,  and  reports  progress. 

*  Our  plan  certainly  n)ust  be  nn  American  idea. 
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Rev.  George  S.  Brinkerhoff  writes  of  his  work  in  Southeastern 
Missoari  and  Northeastern  Arkansas : 

During  the  first  years  I  could  only  once  in  a  while  persuade 
Sunday-school  workers  to  use  the  International  Lesson  Papers  ; 
they  would  do  nothing  but  read  a  chapter  or  two,  asking  no 
questions,  then  hear  the  pupils  repeat  from  memory  verses 
learned  during  the  week.  Now  many  are  seeking  the  *'new 
ideas'*  in  Sunday-school  work.  When  I  first  started  out  I  found 
opposition  to  the  Sunday-school  idea,  but  now  seldom  hear  of 
contrary  opinion. 

Many  tilings  are  to  be  contended  against  to  make  the  work  suc- 
cessful. Not  a  few  look  upon  the  Sabbath-school  as  we  do  the 
luxuries  of  life — very  pleasing  to  our  tastes,  but  not  essential  to 
our  existence — and  therefore  only  hold  sessions  when  the  weather 
suits.  Progress  is  made  in  that  respect.  Many  schools  that  for- 
merly existed  only  during  the  summer  season  keep  open  through 
the  winter.  During  the  past  year  one  school  reports  thirty-six 
converc^ions,  another  fifteen,  and  others  in  less  numbers.  Sun- 
day-school picnics,  celebrations,  and  conventions  are  more 
common. 

I  find  my  work  is  not  so  much  organizing  new  schools 
as  it  is  building  up  those  already  in  operation.  Owing  to  the 
want  of  intelligence  and  tact  the  school  oflScers  generally  fall 
into  one  routine  of  conducting  them,  and  soon  the  interest  dies 
and  the  school  stops.  A  great  many  only  learn  to  do  as  others 
tell  and  show  them  the  minutiae  of  tho  work.  Here  comes  in  the 
groat  work  of  the  missionary — showing  how  to  teach  and  keep  up 
the  interest.  I  have  had  to  show  workers  all  the  minutire  of  a 
lesson  paper,  showing  them  that  v.  stands  for  verse,  and  figures 
following  or  preceding  the  v.  was  the  number  of  the  verse. 

John  Cassell,  writing  of  the  work  in  Western  Missouri,  says : 

The  value  of  our  work  is  seen  in  the  increased  interest  both 
among  ministers  and  laymen  in  the  effort  to  continue  the  schools 
all  tho  year  round,  and  the  desire  of  teachers  for  a  knowledge 
of  the  best  way  to  got  and  communicate  Bible  truth. 

At  a  recent  township  Sunday-school  convention  were  two 
persons  who  had  not  set  much  value  on  the  Sunday-school  as 
a  means  of  spreading  the  gospel.  In  speaking  on  the  power  of 
the  Sunday-school  and  its  relation  to  the  church,  one  said  (point- 
ing to  a  fiiithful  superintendent,  whose  school  had  not  gone  into 
winter  quarters) :  *'  That  brother  has  done  more  good  during  the 
year  in  his  Sunday-school  than  a  dozen  of  us  preachers  put  to- 
gether.    I  have  been  at  his  school,  and  I  was  surprised  at  the 


81 

knowledge  they  had  of  the  Bible.  I  used  to  think  that  every 
school  was  best  able  to  pick  out  their  own  lessons,  but  when  I 
saw  how  beautifully  the  uniform  lesson  was  brought  out  on  re- 
view day,  and  how  much  more  the  children  remembered  under 
that  system,   I  was  converted  to  the   plan.     This  school  has 

added  a  number  to  our  church." 

• 

THE   SOUTH. 
Rev.  John  McCullaoh,  Superintendent. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  visited  my  old  field,  where  forty 
years  ago  we  set  up  our  banner.  What  progress  has  been  made  I 
What  a  rich  harvest  has  been  and  is  still  being  reaped !  The 
orange  tree,  with  its  large  ripe  fruit,  its  advancing  young  fruit, 
and  its  buds  and  blossoms  on  the  same  branches,  is  a  fitting 
representation  of  what  wo  have  seen  in  our  Bible  schools. 

I  spent  several  weeks  with  Brothers  Hopper  and  Reeder  in  the 
mountains  of  Kentucky.  Our  journey  was  really  a  triumphal 
march  through  a  nufnber  of  counties.  The  meetings  were  large 
and  interesting,  comprising  all  ages,  from  the  little  Sunday-school 
scholar  to  tltfb  old  patriarch  of  ninety-one,  all  wanting  to  hear 
and  learn  more  about  Jesus  and  the  great  salvation. 

I  could  not  help  noticing  how,  at  every  town  and  neighbor- 
hood, the  people  came  out  to  greet  our  missionaries  and  grasp 
their  hands,  expressing  joy  and  delight  at  seeing  them  once 
more,  with  such  expressions  and  exclamations  as,  "  Our  school  is 
getting  on  finely;"  "We  have  had  a  glorious  revival;"  "Our 
scliool  has  more  than  doubled  since  you  were  here  last ;"  "  Mighty 
glad  to  sec  you  back  again ;"  "  We  are  all  going  nine  miles  to 
iittend  your  meetings  next  Sunday  at  Fighting  Creek." 

To  show  what  tho  American  Sunday-School  Union  is  doing 
"for  Christ  amonoj  the  children  in  the  mountains  of  Kentuckv, 
through  the  efficient  labors  of  those  two  brethren,  we  give  the 
following : 

Adam  Reeder  four  years  ago  found  sixteen  counties  with  only 
one  single  Sunday-school ;  now  we  have  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  Bible  schools  in  them.  Quite  a  number  of  churches  have 
grown  out  of  these  schools. 
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On  the  28th  of  October,  1871,  missionary  Hopper  visited 
Livingston,  Rockcastle  county,  and  found  them  without  a  Sun- 
day-school, or  even  a  school-house.  Ho  was  grieved  and  dis- 
tressed to  witness  the  desecration  rf  the  Sabbath  by  fishing, 
hunting,  and  various  other  sports  and  amusements,  and  urged 
the  necessity  and  importance  of  erecting  a  house  for  school  pur- 
poses and  religious  worship.  The  work  was  begun,  and  the 
house  was  finished  in  nine  yionths  after  his  first  visit,  when  he 
organized  a  Union  Sunday-scliool,  with  six  teachers  and  thirty- 
two  scholars ;  he  gave  them  a  donation  of  a  §20  library.  God 
smiled  on  the  effort  and  set  his  seal  upon  it. 

Our  first  meeting  was  held  in  that  same  house.  The  spirit  of 
God  was  present  with  power,  so  that  about  twenty  expressed 
their  desire  for  salvation.  Having  appointments  ahead,  wo  left 
the  meeting  in  the  hands  of  brethren,  and  the  final  result  was, 
seventy  professed  faith  in  Christ.  Now  they  have  a  church 
numbering  over  ninety  members. 

What  a  contrast  between  1871  and  1878  ! 

Our  next  appointment  was  forty- five  miles  out  in  the  moun- 
tains, whore  we  held  meetings  for  a  few  days  with  Fighting 
Creek  Sunday-school.  As  tlie  immediate  result,  nearly  twenty 
professed  faith  in  Christ,  an«l  asked  to  be  organized  into  a  eliurch. 
"We  hold  several  delightful  meetings  at  other  points  during  our 
late  tour  on  tlie  mountains. 

Tlio  following  reports  from  our  missionaries  speak  for  them- 
selves : 

TEIOTESSEE. 

Eev.  Isaac  Emory  reports : 

Twelve  years  and  a  half  have  rolled  away  since  I  entered  the 
missionary  service  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union.  The 
tree  of  life  has  been  planted  on  the  mountain  and  in  the  vale, 
wliere  the  no;:;lected  youth  have  been  invited  to  sit  under  its 
sheltering  branches,  that  its  healing  leaves  might  fall  on  theun. 

During  the  year  I  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  the  Inter- 
national Sunday-School  Convention,  the  blessed  influences  of 
which  are  being  felt  over  the  entire  South  in  bringing  the  States 
into  convention  organization.  The  International  Lessons  are 
coming  into  general  use,  and  the  Word  of  God  is  being  studied 
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in  its  entirety.     I  have  also  attended  two  State  and  six  county 
conventions,  and  travelled  4850  miles. 

The  precious  seed  sown  has  been  watered  with  the  dew  of 
heavenly  grace ;  revivals  have  been  quite  numerouSf  and  souls 
have  been  born  into  the  kingdom.  At  L.  a  very  interesting 
revival  has  just  closed,  where  it  was  my  privilege  to  labor  for  a 
few  days.  The  pastor  reports  107  professions,  26  men  of  fami- 
lies, and  58  additions,  and  26  fariiily  altars  established  where 
prayer  had  not  been  lieard. 

UOETH  CAEOLINA. 
Rev.  G.  S.  Jones  writes : 

Four  new  church  organizations,  and  the  hopeful  conversion  of 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  Sunday-school  members,  are  among 
the  happy  results  crowning  our  mission  efforts  during  the  past 
year. 

Heard  fkom  after  Tiiret:  Years  ! — Grasping  my  hand,  a 
young  man  addressed  mo  thus  :  "  I  guess  you  have  forgotten  me, 
sir,  but  I  shall  never  forget  your  visit  to  tlio  mission  Sunday- 
school  at  Campbell  ton,  about  three  years  ago.  You  came  to  the 
drug  store  where  I  was  then  clerking,  and  handed  mo  a  little 
Sunday-school  book  entitled,  '  Turning  roint  for  13oys  and  Girls,' 
requesting  mo  to  read  it.  I  had  been  a  wild  chap,  but  that 
book  turned  me  into  the  Sunday-school,  and  under  the  blessings 
of  God  led  mo  to  seek  tho  salvation  of  my  soul.  For  the  i)ast 
two  sessions  I  have  been  a  student  at  college — a  member  of  the 
class  preparing  to  enter  the  gospel  ministry." 

It  is  true  I  had  lost  sidit  of  that  bov,  and  had  for;;otten  the 
interview  at  tlie  drug  store;  but  the  seed  there  planted  was  not 
lost,  and  hero  comes  to  tho  sower,  after  many  days,  a  sweet  mes- 
sage from  the  field,  echoing  tho  never-failing  assurance,  "In  due 
season  we  shall  reap,  if  we  faint  not." 

"Berries"  versus  "Briers." — While  passing  through  a 
certain  neighborhood  a  few  months  ago,  I  met  a  little  fellow  on 
tberoad  carrying  a  basket  of  berries.  "  AVliero  did  you  find  so 
WQt'h  nice  ripe  fruit,  Sammy?"  "Over  there,  sir,  in  the  big 
**f'er  thicket."  "  Won't  your  ma  feel  ri.^ht  glad  to  s^^o  you 
come  homo  with  tho  basket  so  full !"  Just  then  Sammy  stop]>cd 
^^pull  some  thorns  out  of  his  bare  feet,  and  looking;  up  into  mv 
lacesaid,  "  xes,  sir,  she  always  seems  mighty  glad  when  I  hold  up 
"*e berries,  and  don't  tell  her  nothing  'bout  the  briers  in  my  feet." 

I  put  a  small  pocket  Testament  in  Sammy's  hand,  and  ro<lo 
^^  ^ith  the  boy's  last  words  rif^ging  in  my  ears,  "  Nothing  'bout 
"*e  briers  in  my  feet,"  resolved  henceforth  to  hold  up  the  "  ber- 
^w"  and  hide  the  "briers." 
3 
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Gathered  Fruit. — To  find  the  more  conspicuous  results  of 
our  eleven  years'  work,  let  us  go  at  the  hour  of  Sabbath  i\'orship, 
and  enter  the  plain,  neatly  built  sanctuaries  of  thirty-four  regu- 
larly organized  churches ;  there  we  behold  some  of  the  good 
fruits  of  these  pioneer  Sunday-schools.  All  along  the  line  of  our 
mis.-ionary  operations,  from  the  mountain  top  to  the  sea-shore, 
embracing  villages,  hamlets,  factories,  farm,  and  forest,  may  be 
seen  more  than  three-score  new  houses,  the  present  comfortable 
quarters  of  such  schools  as  began  their  organized  existence 
within  the  dingy  walls  of  cheerless  "cabins,"  floorless  "sheds," 
or  the  silent  precincts  of  "  shady  groves." 

In  these  Sabbath  gatherings  more  than  thirteen  hundred 
pupils  have  gladly  accepted  the  invitations  of  the  gospel.  Here- 
in is  accomplished  the  grand  central  aim  of  the  Society  whose 
mission  to  the  destitute  the  Lord  delighteth  to  honor.  May  the 
hand  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  never  be  withdrawn 
from  the  children  of  our  beloved  sunny  South ! 

SOUTH  CAEOLIUA. 

H.  G.  Griswold  reports : 

I  find  the  northern  counties  in  South  Carolina  a  grand  field 
for  Sunday-school  missionary  work.  I  have  received  a  cordial 
and  hearty  welcome.  There  are,  however,  difficulties  in  the  way, 
from  the  abject  poverty  of  the  people,  the  apathy  of  professing 
Christians,  the  lack  of  comfortable  houses  for  schools  or  religious 
purposes,  and  also  from  the  prevailing  ignorance  and  superstition. 
Indeed,  many  can  harJly  believe  that  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union  would  send  a  missionary  to  gather  the  children  and 
tell  them  "the  old,  old  story  of  Jesus  and  his  love,"  and  supply 
the  destitute  with  books  and  papers.  Still  you  may  expect  a 
good  report  from  the  work  in  the  Palmetto  State  the  coming 
year 

GEOBGIA. 

From  Thomas  W.  Dimmock : 

"Wlien  I  think  of  the  wants  of  this  State,  the  destitution  of 
Goal's  Word,  and  the  lack  of  means  and  men  to  engage  in  the 
work  of  saving  the  children,  I  am  overwhelmed  at  the  prospect 
ahead,  and  must  fall  back  on  the  promise,  "  Lo,  I  am  with  you 
always."  I  have  recently  found  a  most  excellent  helper,  who 
has  been  for  some  years  the  efficient  superintendent  of  a  Union 
Sunday-school  that  my  father  aided  for  a  number  of  years  in  an 
adjoining  county.  When  he  moved  to  II.  county  ho  was  grieve<l 
and  distressed  at  the  destitution.     There  was  only  one  Sunday- 
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scbool  in  the  county.  He  soon  started  two,  and  superintended 
both.  He  held  one  in  the  morning,  and  walked  several  miles  to 
the  other  in  the  afternoon. 

This  Sunday-School  Union  work  is  a  very  fruitful  vine.  The 
superintendent  of  a  school  organized  last  month  was  once  a 
teacher  in  a  school  organized  by  my  fatlier  in  Sodom,  when 
laboring  as  a  missionary  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union. 
Two  years  ago  this  teacher  from  Sodom  moved  to  D.  county  and 
organized  a  Union  school  in  a  log  cabin,  and  invited  a  preacher 
to  hold  service  in  the  old  house ;  now  they  have  a  church,  and 
last  year  seventeen  of  the  scholars  from  that  log  cabin  school 
joined  the  church.  May  we  not  gratefully  exclaim,  ''  What  hath 
God  wrought"? 

ALABAMA. 
Rev.  J.  J.  Strong  writes : 

This  year  has  been  to  me  one  of  great  trial  and  encouragement. 
Tlie  serious  illness  of  my  wife  during  all  the  year,  and  still  con- 
tinued, causing  me  first  to  be  absent  from  my  work  for  nearly 
half  the  year,  and  finally  compelling  me  to  be  sei)arated  from 
W  and  my  little  ones  when  they  all  needed  my  presence  so 
much,  has  been  a  severe  trial. 

On  the  other  hand,  God  has  been  opening  the  way  to  me  for 
greater  usefulness  in  this  field ;  gradually  during  the  past  five 
years,  and  quite  rapidly  during  the  last  few  months.  Five  years 
Sfe'o  I  think  this  field  was  one  of  the  most  difficult  to  work  with 
success.  Not  orie  iieighborlio<)<l  in  ten  would  listen  to  me,  much 
less  organize  a  Sunday-school,  if  they  knew  I  aided  the  freedmen. 
Being  a  strani^er  from  a  northern  State  I  was  re^^arded  with 
uistruj>t.  Little  was  being  done  in  the  way  of  Sunday-schools 
outside  of  towns  and  villages.  Attempts  were  made  from  time 
to  time  to  carry  on  schools  with  Testaments  and  spelling-books 
alone — no  other  books  or  papers.  There  was  no  public  spirit 
^^akened  in  behalf  of  Sunday-schools,  scarcely  a  celebration,  no 
conventions  or  institutes,  and  no  State  or  county  Sunday-school 
a«ssoeiations. 

The  prejudice  against  aiding  the  freedmen  is  now  but  a  shadow. 
"  stands  no  longer  in  my  way.  My  work  is  now  understood, 
^'^d  the  people  no  longer  stand  aloof,  but  give  me  a  hearty  wel- 
w^e.  There  is  now  no  difficulty  in  making  all  the  appointments 
^  Can  fill.  Q'he  Atlanta  convention  last  Aj)ril  aroused  the 
P^ple  somewhat  to  the  need  of  organization.  A  State  asji^ocia- 
tiou  ^as  formed  last  summer,  and  several  counties  have  made 
**^ginning3  of  organizations  under  it. 
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FLOSIDA. 

T-i-er-  -lis  :-f»:-.  i  r.irkvl  growth  nf  iiiterer?t  in  the  Sunday- 
s'■:  •  .  -vri  :r.  nj  r.  '.[  :J.<  year.  J?overal  schools  that  began 
-Lf  7".  ir  . .  1  "-ry  :'.►...:  •:.:.  :.::>n  are  now  self  supporting,  and 
>  21:    11":   .'■:."    br*."»r'L  t'   :7j:-uiize  Others  in  their  respective 

:: .   -:'     •     -  ■'-.     A  i.'-  vl  '^'-i-li   I   Imve  aiilcJ  for  three  Tears 
^  ...  •' 

-  V  ''.■•.?'?  :^!.:  Mr:«?  ■:_*:r.l.->5  have  ^rown  out  of  it  since  tliat 
:.  :. ..  I..  L  L :  s:-  ■  ..  : .  iz'i  ^mill  in  consequence  of  the  lo«3  of 
'j.i  -.  .  ■-  -  !.  ;r  .Li^.l.'-,  1-  -"tr-njer  than  ever,  and  its  present 
■:.-  ■.  ■■  ■-^  .i.*:  i:  >'  j   .I'.l  ?■.•.>:::  converts. 

V-  .:  '  r-.<;  :  .:'  :*  ■•  >  x  v-.-ar-s*  lahor  in  the  State,  I  have  tlie 
•  !• ::-:.:  ■.  :  "  \'  T'  Ji  '^  ■:r«-.ir::zuri' 'II  of  our  first  State  Suiulay- 
-c  .'■•:.      I  1,1  i  If'jcn  fretjuently  told  that  the  schools 

::i  y  ii  'A  u.i  :■■•■'.  u:.::-.- in  any  such  work ;  but  the  results 
^1:  •*  :.:.t:  I'.io  ::::;o  or"  ireiieral  inJifterence  to  this  work  has 
?  Mi»o'i.  I  '•  -JO.-  ...i  !c::^i*s  of  encouragement  from  all  parts  of 
:'v  >i.i.o.  f  i  :*u:-;  ^^a-^  a  dot-p  interest  manifested  in  its  success, 
v"' 'i    :>    CC1L.I.::  y  bl^s^ing  uur  work  in  Florida  in  an  unusual 

KANSAS   AND   COLORADO. 
L.  MiLT'jN  Marsh,  ^Suptrhitaulott. 

T-'o  siKVV'is  of  Union  Sunday-school  work  in  this  department 

i'o   \-A^i  yoiir  l':is  boon  very  decide<l,  both  in  point  of  numbers 

V  I  ^otvd  :-.co    r»il>lo  schools,  and  spiritual  interest  manifested. 

V'.vl    %*!v!o  ^u'   SCO  but  a  small  part  of  the  fruit  of  our  labors, 

^...  ...  .'i   :tp..»v';ir'5  to  fill  our  hearts  with  joy  and  thanksgiving  to 

\i\'«i.  UT  ■  '>  aj'j>rovin'^  smile  upon  the  instrumentality  for  good. 

M\  o^ul  ivvvrd  for  the  year  shows  1003  persons  brought  into 
»u'\\  Nv'iov»U ;  have  trivon  aid  to  (58  schools,  with  a  membership  of 
v'\*-i  i'vH*0,  and  by  -I-  public  addresses  have  invited  SOOO  persons 
u»  ■'  l'u\  \Mno  and  milk  without  money  and  without  price." 

Tlio  ^^I'llv  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  in  Kansas 
:i!»d  W'loradi*  since  May,  1S74,  the  time  this  department  was 
,M  ..  im.'.*'»l.  has  n'sulteil  in  the  organization  of  309  new  Sunday- 
rijus'l  .  ^*»tU  hUH^  teachers  and  over  14,000  scholars.  Assist- 
ahso  Im*»  1'**»'»  i;i\en  to  over  ooO  Sunday-schools,  having  over 
»:v»  \^H»  uuMulvrs.  More  tlian  5000  families  have  been  visited; 
.»::^»   \\\IWh  iind   ll».*>i^  Testaments  distributed.     The  interest  in 
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conventions  and  institutes  continues,  and  some  of  them  have  been 
followed  by  seasons  of  revival,  bringing  rich  spiritual  feasts  to 
hungry  souls.  One  man  over  fifty  years  old  made  twelve  miles  of 
travel  after  a  hard  day's  work  to  be  present  at  an  evening  meet- 
ing. He  said,  "  It  has  been  a  blessed  meeting  to  mo ;  I  shall  go 
to  my  work  as  never  before.'*  At  the  closing  session  of  another, 
our  house  was  full ;  some  came  ten  miles.     One  family  with  the 

iDaby  was  present,  and  when  the  little  one  fell  asleep  he  was  put 
to  bed  on  a  quilt  near  the  desk,  the  father  sitting  close  by.     The 

'father  had  been  a  drunkard,  but  for  some  weeks  had  been  sober. 

Sow  earnestly  he  listened  to  the  invitation  to  *'  drink  of  the 

"xi-ater  of  life,**  &c.     A  revival  began  that  night;  in  a  few  days 

twenty  were  hopefully  converted,  this  man  one  of  the  number ; 

lie  is  now  preaching  temperance,  and  Jesus  as  a  personal  friend 

s^nd  Saviour. 

The  population  of  Kansas  has  been  increased  by  100,000  the 

Last  year.  This  adds  to  our  number  of  children  and  youth  fully 
S0,000.     The  tide  of  immigation  this  spring  appears  larger  than 

^t  any  previous  time.  These  tens  of  thousands  need  help  at 
once  to  open  Bible  schools,  and  to  give  a  religious  character  to 
these  new  settlements.  More  Sunday-school  missionaries  are 
greatly  needed  for  this  opening  field. 

Especial  thanks  are  duo  to  our  local  papers  for  gratuitous 
laotices  of  Sunday-school  interests,  and  to  our  railroad  managers 
for  their  generous  favors  to  this  good  work. 

C.  Humble  writes : 

In  reviewing  another  year's  work  I  notice  a  considerable 
change  of  sentiment  in  regard  to  the  continuance  of  Sunday- 
schools  during  the  winter.  Last  year  the  opinion  of  the  majority 
^as  against  the  effort ;  this  year  it  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  it,  while 
many  say,  *' Winter  is  the  very  best  time  for  Sunday-schools.** 
And  as  a  rule  the  schools  organized  last  fall  and  winter  have 
leen  more  vigorous  and  successful  than  th(>se  organized  during 
spring  and  summer.  Undaunted  courage  and  faithful  work  make 
** evergreen"  schools  in  the  most  unpromising  places. 

In  a  neighborhood  demoralized  on  the  Sunday-school  question, 
^here  only  six  persons,  one  man,  two  women,  and  three  children, 
could  be  got  together  to  organize  a  school,  the  determined  pur- 
pose and  earnest  eSoft  succeeded  in  gathering  the  wholo  com- 
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muiiity  into  one  which  continued  to  flourish  throughout  the 
winter;  neither  rain,  snow,  wind,  nor  ice  could  keep  the  children 
from  the  school. 

In  two  districts  where  schools  were  organized  in  December 
last,  revivals  have  followed  and  churches  have  been  organized. 
In  one  of  these  there  was  not  a  single  Christian  man,  but  thirty 
couple  couhl  be  got  together  on  short  notice  for  a  dance.  During 
tlie  meeting  ten  or  twelve  were  converted  or  reclaimed,  among 
th«'ni  tlie  superintendetit  and  his  wife. 

The  good  efi'c'Cts  of  our  work  are  seen  also  in  the  growth  of  the 
Christian  workers.  In  a  neighborhood  not  far  from  town,  the 
hading  Cliristians  and  their  pastor  thought  it  not  best  to  have  a 
Sunday-school  there.  In  less  than  a  year  this  pastor  assisted 
me  to  organize  a  Sunday-school,  and  since  then  he  said,  "I  have 
st.'en  a  difference  in  the  Christians  working  in  that  school.  They 
are  more  alive  to  religious  matters.  I  can  see  that  they  are 
growing,  and  that  the  school  has  been  a  great  blessing  to  them." 

W.  L,  Oilman  reports: 

My  work  in  this  field  was  not  commenced  until  midsummer, 
and  this  report  can  cover  but  seven  months.  In  that  time  21 
new  schools  have  been  organized,  with  a  membership  of  over 
t>00 ;  50  other  schools,  with  a  membership  of  over  1700,  have 
been  visited  or  aided. 

God's  word  has  not  returned  to  him  void;  from  several  points 
news  comes  that  precious  souls  are  being  converted  to  God.  At 
one  placg  meetings  were  held  for  a  month  every  night,  and  from 
35  to  40  conversions  are  reported. 

In  this  county,  notwithstanding  the  hard  winter,  twice  the 
number  of  schools  lived  through  that  did  last  year.  Two  county 
conventions  have  been  held,  and  much  good  accomplished  through 
township  associations.  My  heart  thanks  God  for  what  is  done, 
an<l  is  more  anxious  than  ever  before  to  be  used  in  his  service. 

Rev.  W.  M.  Wellman  says: 

Out  of  the  forty- two  Sunday-schools  I  have  organized  in  the 
last  year,  fully  one  half  has  been  where  there  was  no  sort  of 
Christian  worship,  but  which  in  most  instances  have  been  followed 
by  stated  preaching.  Forty  have  been  hopefully  converted  to 
Christ  through  these  schools  and  the  preaching  induced  by  them. 

Four  churches  have  been  organized  in  the  year  which  have 
wholly  grown  from  the  Sunday-school,  and  they  are  now  having 
stated  ])reaching.  Of  the  G50  families  I  have  visited  during  the 
year,  only  about  one  third  were  Christian  households,  and  about 
30  families  were  found  destitute  of  the  Scriptures.  My  work  is 
progressing,  new  fields  are  constantly  ope^ug,  which  by  the  help 
of  God  I  shall  humbly  endeavor  to  fill. 
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CALIFORNIA. 

Rev.  I.  Wayne  Snowden  reports : 

For  the  delightful,  and  I  trust  profitable,  year's  work  in  the 
Sunday-school  cause  in  California  during  the  fiscal  year  which 
has  just  closed,  I  humbly  express  my  grateful  thanks  to  him 
who  says,  '*  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world." 

I  have  travelled  through  Santa  Clara,  Santa  Crux,  San  Benito, 
Monterey,  San  Mateo,  Marin,  Sonoma,  Lake,  Xapa,  Contra 
Costa,  Solano,  Alameda,  San  Joaquin,  making  in  all  liOTo  miles, 
organized  27  Sunday-schools,  delivered  127  addresses  and  ser- 
mons, distributed  50(5  Bibles  and  Testaments,  visited  277  families, 
and  wrote  Gi  missionary  letters.  Twenty  conversions  reported, 
but  the  number  must  far  exceed  this.  I  have  found  the  field 
white  for  the  harvest,  and  where  they  were  able  to  sustain  the 
work,  quite  eager  for  a  Sunday-school. 

OHIO  AND  INDIANA. 

Rev.  B.  W.  Chidlaw  reports : 

During  the  past  year,  notwithstanding  some  interruption  of 
labor  from  the  chills  and  fever  in  the  early  autumn,  and  the  bur- 
den of  ago  coming  gently  upon  me,  I  made  13C  Sunday-school 
addresses,  preached  102  sermons,  wrote  303  letters,  and  travelled 
13,000  miles.  My  labors  have  been  directed  to  the  extension 
and  improvement  of  the  Sunday-school  work. 

In  my  extensive  journeyings  I  frequently  visit  county  infirm- 
aries, the  homes  of  dependent  adults  and  children.  In  these 
homes  of  the  poor  I  find  a  population  in  each  of  from  fifty  to 
two  hundred,  generally  very  much   neglected  as  far  as  gospel 

frivileges  and  educational  advantages  are  concerned.  Recently 
visited  and  spent  half  of  a  Sabbath  in  Christian  labors  in  one 
of  these  institutions  having  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  inmates. 
Of  these  thirty- eight  were  children.  For  many  months  no  relig- 
ious services  had  been  held  and  no  Christian  instruction  afl^orded 
these  little  ones.  In  the  evening  I  addressed  a  large  audience 
in  the  county  town,  and  presented  the  claims  of  this  neglected 
l>ut  important  field,  resulting  in  the  adoption  of  measures  for 
visitation  and  the  establishing  of  a  Sunday-school  for  the  pur- 
pose of  feeding  these  waifs  of  humanity  with  the  sincere  milk  of 
the  word,  and  of  breaking  tlie  bread  of  life  to  these  famishing 
adults.  In  Ohio  we  have  a  juvenile  population  of  over  two 
thousand  in  these  pauper  homes,  and  their  condition  as  it  regards 
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their  social,  intellectual,  and  religious  training  is  deplorable.  In 
most  of  them  Sunday-schools  may  be  established  and  sustained, 
and  the  field  is  ripe  for  the  harvest. 

Mass  Sunday-sciiooi.  Meetings. — During  the  summer  and 
autumn,  on  week  days,  I  have  frequent  opportunities  of  preach- 
ing to  large  audiences  of  youth,  and  of  addressing  parents  and 
teachers  on  the  duty  of  Bible  teaching  at  home  and  in  the  Sun- 
tlay-sehool.  Those  services  are  held  in  groves  with  arrangements 
to  seat  from  500  to  2000,  and  a  day  is  devoted  to  prayer,  recita- 
tion of  Scriptures,  praise  and  addresses,  resulting  in  spiritual 
and  social  benefits  that  olovate  and  strengthen  the  Sunday-school 
cause,  and  in  opening  the  way  to  establish  schools  in  places 
where  they  are  greatly  needed. 

During  the  year  two  features  in  the  schools  which  I  visited 
and  the  congregations  addressed  cheered  my  heart.  I  find  that 
the  attendance  of  adults  in  the  Sunday-school  is  largely  increased, 
that  our  scholars  do  not  abandon  the  school  and  the  study  of  the 
Bible.  The  other  is,  that  a  larger  number  of  our  scholars  attend 
the  public  worship  of  God  in  the  sanctuary.  These  two  things 
the  efficient  and  successful  Sunday-school  needs,  and  the  signs 
of  the*  times  are  full  of  hope  and  rich  in  promise  for  the  future  of 
our  laburs  for  Christ  and  the  children. 

Grateful  for  the  confidence  and  kindness  of  the  officers  of  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union,  and  the  liberality  of  a  Christian 
gentleman  in  New  York  in  my  support,  I  enter  upon  the  forty- 
third  year  of  Sunday-school  missionary  labor  with  hope  in  God, 
whose  I  am  and  whom  I  serve,  and  growing  confidence  in  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union,  and  its  mission  of  love  in  behalf 
of  the  children  and  youth  of  our  broad  land. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
Rev.  C.  lleimensnydcr,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  reports: 

The  field  of  my  work  during  the  past  year  was  chiefly  in  Lan- 
caster, Berks,  and  Lebanon  counties. 

In  Lebanon  county  I  succeeded  some  years  ago  in  organizing 
a  Sundav-school  association.  Annual  conventions  have  been 
regularly  held  and  largely  attended.  District  conventions  have 
also  been  held,  and  in  this  way  much  interest  has  been  awakened, 
and  the  Sunday-school  cause  throughout  the  county  greatly 
promoted.  Last  year  I  explored  some  portions  of  the  county 
and  found  two  important  districts  in  which  no  Sunday-school 
existed.  In  both  these  districts  large  schools  were  organized, 
and  one  of  them  was  continued  during  the  winter  without  any 
decline  of  interest. 


In  Lancaster  county  a  number  of  schools  were  organized,  and 
one  encouraging  feature  of  these  schools  has  been  the  increased 
interest  and  attendance  of  parents.  The  school-houses  in  which 
they  are  generally  held  have  often  been  uncomfortably  crowded. 
Owing  to  the  peculiar  character  of  the  people  here  the  work  has 
been  necessarily  slow,  but  I  am  glad  to  say  that  it  is  moving 
steadily  onward. 

In  Berks  county  also  several  important  schools  were  organized. 
A  review  of  the  whole  work  during  the  past  year  inspires  renewed 
hope  and  encourages  increased  activity  in  this  great  harvest  field 
of  the  Lord. 

J.  B.  Baughman,  East  Berlin,  Pa. : 

The  past  year,  the  twentieth,  has  like  previous  years  been  one 
of  blessed  privilege  to  me  in  doing  something  for  the  Master's 
cause.     In  some  localities  where  our  efforts  appeared  fruitless, 
and  where  we  had  sometimes  thought  of  abandoning  the  work, 
we  see  now  precious  fruits.     I  mention  a  few  of  many  similar 
ones.     In  the  southwestern  part  of  York  county  I  had  made  re- 
peated efforts  to  organize  a  Sunday-school  in   a  church,  and 
finally  succeeded  last  spring.     Many  joined  Bible  classes.     Last 
fall  they  gave  each  scholar  a  reward  of  a  handsome  ]]iblc.     The 
school  numbered  over  one  hundred.     Many  of  the  members  are 
earnest  workers  and  seeking  after  knowledge  in  God's  word.    In 
a  school-house  in  the  same  county  superintendents  have  had  a  great 
deal  of  trouble ;  finally  a  good  brother  undertook  the  work.     He 
had  to  walk  nearly  three  miles  every  Sunday.    I  encouraged  him 
all  I  could  to  continue  on  and  trust  in  God  and  wait  patiently  for 
the  result.    Christ  had  a  blessing  in  store  for  him.    Many  are  now 
hopefully  converted.     In  a  church  wlierc  I  organized  a  Sunday- 
school  some  years  ago  I  met  with  much  opposition.    At  one  time 
I  distributed  tracts,  and  handed  one  to  an  elderly  lady.    She  re- 
fused to  take  it,  and  said  I  was  a  mischief-maker  and  had  no 
business  to  come  here  to  make  trouble.     God  has  blessed  his 
'H'ork.    More  than  thirty  souls,  old  and  young,  are  now  rejoicing 
ixi  the  Lord.     In  a  township  where  a  few  years  ago  only  a  few 
Sunday-schools  had  existence,  and  that  was  owing  to  very  few 
J^rajing  people,  we  could  seldom  find  a  praying  family,  these 
"'^^  w  schools  were  in  a  sickly  and  dying  condition.     Wo  have  now 
teen  flourishing  Sunday-schools  in   that  township,  a  district 
onvention  is  regularly  held,  and  also  a  teachers'  meeting  and 
^:^ornial  class  has  been  established.  Nearly  all  the  schools  pledged 
"themselves  to  contribute  donatio:. s  yearly  to  the  miifsionary  work 
the  American  Sunday-School  Union.     We  have  no  want  in 
liat  district  any  more  for  praying  men  to  superintend  Sunday- 
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schools.  York,  Adams,  and  Cumberland  counties  are  well  or- 
ganized in  county  and  district  associations,  &c.  Franklin  county 
has  but  one  regular  district  organization,  embracing  four  town- 
ships. 

Rev.  R.  Crittenden,  Bcllefonte,  Pa.,  reports : 

TuE  FiKLD. — The  work  I  have  been  endeavoring  to  do  tbe 
past  year  covers  portions  of  Centre,  Lycoming,  Clinton,  Clear- 
field, Elk,  McKean,  and  Sullivan  counties.  The  wants  of  this 
section  of  tlio  State  recjuire  a  variety  of  service.  It  has  been  my 
aim  to  do  what  seemed  to  be  the  most  needful.  In  all  cases  I 
had  the  encouragement  of  some  present  success,  and  always  with 
the  hope  of  increasing  good  results. 

PiiOGiiKSS. — There  has  been  a  steady  advance  in  all  directions 
during  the  year,  except  perhaps  in  the  number  of  conversions. 
Institutes  or  conventions  at  different  times  and  places  have  been 
held  in  all  tlie  counties  named  except  one.  There  is  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  management  of  schools  as  well  as  in  class 
instruction.  The  number  of  schools  continued  the  year  round  is 
increasing  from  year  to  year.  Nowhere  is  the  Sabbath  day 
better  observed  than  in  country  communities  where  Sabbath- 
schools  are  rightly  sustained.  A  most  hopeful  indication  is  the 
desire  for  preaching  in  every  neighborhood  where  the  people,  old 
and  young,  are  interested  in  the  study  of  the  Word. 

New  Schools. — I  report  only  ten  new  schools  organized  the 
past  season.  Other  new  union  and  denominational  schools  that 
I  have  aijiiisted  in  establishing  by  correspondence  and  otherwise 
are  not  reported  among  the  schools  opened  for  the  first  time  the 
past  year.  Fully  one- third  of  all  the  country  schools  in  this 
northern  section  of  the  State  are  closed  from  October  to  April 
or  May.  The  time  for  organizing  new  schools  is  greatly  limited 
by  natural  obstacles.  The  successful  reopening  of  some  of  these 
schools  in  the  spring  is  quite  as  important  as  the  planting  of 
new  schools.  I  have  recently  explored  considerable  new  terri- 
tory showing  the  need  of  new  schools  in  places  that  will  have  no 
other  religious  privileges. 

Encouuagemkxt. — The  hearty  co-operation  of  our  friends 
belonging  to  4he  different  denominations  has  greatly  contributed 
to  the  success  of  our  work.  Among  the  thousands  of  precious 
youth  that  we  reach  by  these  united  efforts  will  bo  found  the  best 
material  for  good  citizenship  and  church  membership.  This 
cheering  fact  will  be  realized  moro  and  more  as  we  go  faithfully 
forward  heeding  the  Saviour's  last  command :  "  Teaching  them 
to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you :  and  lo, 
I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world.     Amen/' 
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NEW  JERSEY. 

J.  K.  F.  Stites  reports : 

Many  new  schools  have  been  organized  in  destitute  localities, 
and  large  numbers  of  the  poor  and  ignorant  of  all  ages  gathered 
into  them,  vrho  are  now  receiving  religious  instruction,  and  in 
numerous  instances  for  the  first  time.  Besides  this  I  have  visited 
and  otherwise  aided  many  other  schools  in  needy  circumstances, 
supplying  their  wants  so  far  as  in  my  power,  donating  Bibles, 
Testaments,  books,  periodicals,  &c.,  and  encouraging  them  in  the 
good  work  in  which  they  were  engaged. 

In  many  places  our  Union  Sunday-schools  afford  the  only 
means  of  grace  the  people  enjoy  for  miles  around  them.  They 
look  for  and  appreciate  my  visits  among  them  with  the  deepest 
degree  of  interest.  It  is  a  gratifying  spectacle  to  see  them 
coming  from  miles  around  our  place  of  meeting  to  hear  God's 
Word  expounded  and  anxiously  listen  to  the  truth.  My  heart 
is  often  cheered  as  I  hear  from  the  lips  of  those  poor  ignorant 
ones,  at  the  close  of  our  exercises,  that  simple,  honest  expres- 
sion, *'  God  bless  you,**  uttered  in  connection  with  a  hearty 
shake  of  the  hand,  as  I  take  my  departure  from  them.  I  well 
know  there  is  no  cold  formality  or  hypocrisy  there.  I  can  but 
reiterate  the  fact  8|)oken  of  in  my  previous  reports  in  the  years 
past,  viz. :  that  our  Union  Sunday-scliool  effort  is  the  only 
feasible  way  of  successfully  reaching  those  people  and  leading 
them  to  Christ.  During  my  many  years*  labor  on  my  field  I 
have  but  become  the  more  thoroughly  convinced  of  this  truth. 
They  all  love  the  Union  work.  God  has  blessed  the  teachin^^s 
in  many  of  the  schools  over  my  field  during  the  year,  and  as  the 
result  there  have  been  reported  to  me  two  hundred  hopeful  con- 
versions. 

NEW  ENGLAND. 

Nelson  Kingsbury,  Secretary,  reports  as  follows: 

Mr.  E.  A.  Ilazeltine,  of  the  Hartford  Theological  Seminary, 
spent  his  summer  vacation  of  four  months  in  nnssionary  work  in 
Maine.  Ho  organized  nine  new  schools,  bcsiilos  visiting  and 
aiding  those  started  by  him  in  1877.  On  his  return  to  the  Semi- 
nary, Mr.  H.  wrote  as  follows : 

*'  At  the  close  of  my  second  summer's  work  for  the  American 
Sui»day-School  Union,  I  gladly  say  that  my  views  with  refer- 
ence to  the  work  undertaken  by  your  Society  remain  unchanged. 
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Of  my  last  year's  work  in  Maine  I  can  speak  with  pleasure,  for 
my  visits  to  the  neigliborhooJs  visited  last  year  furnished  me 
many  reasons  for  thankfulness  that  I  was  ever  led  to  spend  my 
vacation  in  your  emjiloy.  Some  of  the  schools  had  been  blessed 
in  the  (.|uickoning  of  Christians  and  the  conversion  of  souls.*' 

Mr.  (Jc()r;^c  II.  Wattles,  missionary  for  Connecticut  and  Sec- 
retary of  the  State  Sunday-School  Teachers'  Association,  has, 
during  the  year,  visited  forty  different  Sunday-schools,  with  more 
than  seven  thousand  members,  and  has  by  his  labors  reached 
every  county  in  the  State.  As  Secretary  of  the  State  Associa- 
tion he  has  rendered  valuable  service  in  correspondence,  in  pre- 
paration for  convention  work,  and  in  supervising  the  publication 
of  the  annual  report  and  the  Sunday-school  statistics  of  the 
State.  These  services,  which  have  been  highly  appreciated  by 
the  Association,  have  been  without  expense  to  them. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  a  deeper  interest  in  Bible  study,  and  a 
demand  for  a  higher  standard  of  teaching.  Every  year  witnesses 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  friends  of  Sunday-school  work, 
and  a  growing  desire  on  the  part  of  these  friends  to  extend  this 
work  into  the  destitute  places  of  our  land.  That  the  American 
Sunday-School  Union  is  considered  well  adapted  to  this  "  pio- 
neer" Sunday-school  missionary  work,  the  increase  of  its  receipts 
from  New  England  over  last  year,  notwithstanding  adverse  cir- 
cumstances, bears  testimony. 

NEW  YORK. 
F.  II.  WiSEWELL,  Secretary. 

In  this  department  of  the  Society's  work  we  have  had,  during 
the  past  twelve  mouths,  many  tokens  of  God's  merciful  and  help- 
ful care.  We  are  able  to  report  not  only  that  the  general  in- 
come for  missionary  work  has  been  slightly  greater  than  it  was 
during  the  preceding  year,  but,  in  addition  to  this,  we  are  per- 
mitted also  to  record  the  receipt  of  several  legacies  of  consider- 
able amount.  Among  these  legacies  may  be  mentioned  the 
becjuest  of  Miss  Mary  M.  Danser,  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  re- 
ceived by  the  hand  of  Thomas  F.  Jeremiah,  executor;  and  a 
bequest  of  five  thousand  dollars  received  from  the  estate  of  the 
late  James  Brown  of  honored  memory.  Legacies  have  also  been 
received  during  the  year  from  Western  New  York,  one  from 
Batavia  and  one  from  Canandaigua,  bearing  witness  that  the 
cause  of  Sunday-school  missions  is  not  forgotten  or  lightly  es- 
teemed in  that  portion  of  our  State. 

Among  the  wealthy  citizens  of  New  York  for  many  years 
there  have  been  found  those  who  count  it  a  pleasure  to  maintain 
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a  direct  connection  with  certain  missionaries  of  the  American 
Sunday-School  Union,  assigned  to  labor  as  their  special  hired 
servants,  to  do  the  Lord's  work  in  their  stead.  And  among  the 
encouragements  of  the  past  year  we  count  the  fact  that  one  of 
our  prominent  bank  presidents  has  newly  taken  up  this  line  of 
Christian  service,  and  has  provided  the  entire  salary  and  expenses 
of  his  own  missionary  in  Iowa. 

Opportunities  of  service  towards  Sunday-school  work  in  gen- 
eral, and  towards  some  needy  schools  in  particular,  have  been 
quite  as  abundant  as  in  former  years,  and  quite  as  heartily  em- 
braced. Assistance  has  been  rendered  in  the  work  of  establish- 
ing some  Union  Sunday-schools,  both  within  the  bounds  of  New 
York  State  and  outside  of  it,  of  which  no  other  mention  beside 
this  is  made  in  the  Society's  records. 

The  demand  for  missionary  service  in  newer  and  needier  fields 
has  absorbed  the  interest  of  contributors  in  New  York,  so  that 
no  systematic  missionary  work  has  been  undertaken  within  the 
bounds  of  our  own  State.  It  gives  us  pleasure  to  report,  how- 
ever, that  lately  arrangements  have  been  made  looking  toward  a 
new  beginning  of  that  work,  and  it  is  hoped  that  sometliing  will 
be  accomplished  during  the  present  year  in  at  least  one  section, 
from  which  there  comes  a  report  of  abundant  need. 

Death  is  making  constant  inroads  among  the  circle  of  old-time 
friends  and  supporters  of  our  work.  The  number  taken  from 
earth  during  the  past  year  seems  unusually  large.  Hanson  K. 
Coming  died  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  help  which  he 
had  80  long  and  so  faithfully  extended  was  to  have  been  con- 
tinued by  his  beloved  wife.  It  seemed  a  double  loss  when  she 
too  was  called.  Almost  her  last  work  was  to  forward  a  gift  at 
the  usual  time.  Among  others  who  will  be  missed  we  cannot 
forbear  mentioning  with  affection  John  Aitkin,  of  New  York, 
Joseph  B.  SheflSeld,  of  Saugerties,  and  Mrs.  M.  L.  Abbe,  of 
Albany. 

Thus  the  record  of  1878-79  is  closed.  The  fore;:oin^  is  onlv 
a  hint  of  the  real  work  that  has  been  done.  All  that  has  been 
<lone  for  God,  and  to  magnify  his  name  and  grace,  will  abide  and 
"bear  fruit  to  his  glory.  If  anything  has  been  done  for  the  praise 
of  men,  and  of  strife  and  vainglory,  it  will  come  to  nought.  Wo 
lave  no  desire  unduly  to  extol  this  work,  but  we  feel  grateful  to 
the  Lord  and  the  King,  that  he  has  been  pleased  to  treat  it  as  his 
^wn,  and  make  it  instrumental  in  leading  so  many  into  his  king- 
dom, and  building  them  up  in  his  word. 
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Tho  number  of  Christian  men  who  have  heeome  sufficiently 
interested  to  assume  the  entire  support  of  a  missionary,  and  have 
renewed  for  another  year,  has  been  increased,  thus  indicating 
the  pleasure  of  the  Lord  in  giving  means  to  sustain  this  much- 
needed  work  in  the  rapidly  multiplying  settlements  of  the  West. 
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Our  grateful  acknowledgments  are  again  due  to  the  American 
Bible  Society,  for  their  generous  grants  of  Bibles  and  Testaments, 
an  important  aid  in  carr^-ing  forward  our  work  ;  and  we  desire 
to  express  our  thanks  to  the  religious  uiid  secular  Press,  for  the 
hearty  co-operation  given  in  furthering  this  cause;  to  the  rail- 
roads, fur  concessions  to  our  workers ;  and  to  the  pastors  and 
laymen,  who  have  taken  special  pains  to  visit  and  examine  the 
operations  of  the  Society  on  some  of  its  missionary  fields. 

Sincerely  grateful  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  for  the 
manifold  tokens  of  his  approval  during  the  past  year,  and  rely- 
ing upon  bim  for  wisdom  to  direct  and  skill  to  execute  in  tho 
year  to  come,  we  close  the  record  of  the  past,  and  open  the  door 
of  the  future. 
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At  tho  beginning  of  the  year  1878  tLe  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  determined  to  add  to 
their  work  of  establishing  Sunday-schools  in  destitute  places, 
and  of  publishing  books  for  their  use,  an  attempt  more  directly 
to  aid  Sunday-school  teachers  in  the  preparation  of  their  lessons. 
They  acconlingly  organized,  January  26, 1878,  a  Teachers'  Meet- 
ing in  this  city,  to  meet  every  Saturday  afternoon,  at  four  o'clock, 
in  their  room,  1122  Chestnut  Street,  for  the  study  of  the  Inter- 
national Series  of  Lessons.  These  meetings  have  been  regularly 
held  ever  since,  with  such  an  encouraging  attendance  and  interest 
as  to  lead  to  the  belief  that  the  experiment  was  both  wise  and 
timely.  At  the  close  of  1878  the  Managers'  Room  was  found 
to  be  altogether  too  small  to  accommodate  the  class,  and  it  be- 
came necessary  to  seek  temporary  accommodations  elsewhere. 
In  this  emergency  the  American  Baptist  Publication  Society  very 
generously  tendered  the  free  use  of  their  large  Assembly  Iloom, 
The  offer  was  gratefully  jiccepted,  and  the  liojird  of  Managers 
take  pleasure  in  thus  acknowledging  this  act  of  fraternal  kind- 
ness. Plans  are  now  under  consideration  by  the  Board  for 
making  such  alterations  in  the  building,  1122  Chestnut  Street, 
as  will  provide  for  a  large  Assembly  Room  in  their  own  property. 
It  is  hoped  this  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  during  the  coming 
summer  or  fall.  The  work  will  proceed  as  soon  as  the  necessary 
funds  can  be  secured. 

Nkcrology. — The  Society  deeply  feels  the  loss  it  has  sustained 
during  the  year  in  the  death  of  Myron  Phelps,  Lcwiston,  111,, 
a  Vice-President,  and  for  many  years  a  liberal  contributor  to 
t!ie  missionary  work  ;  Hon.  Edward  Hopkins  Cushing,  Houston, 
Texas,  also  a  Vice-President,  deeply  interested  in  the  Union's 
work  in  his  State ;  Hon.  Henrv  J.  Williams,  for  several  years  a 
mana^rer  of  the  Society,  and  late  a  Vice-President ;  and  Henry 
Lloyd,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  also  a  Vice-President,  ever  warmly  advo- 
cating and  sustaining  the  cause  of  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union.  It  is  fitting  also  to  record  the  decease  of  the  Rev. 
Charles  Hodge,  D.U.,  LL.D.,  tho  author  of  ''  The  Way  of 
Life,"  a  widely  useful  volume,  prepared  for  and  issued  by  this 
Society. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMillTTEE  OF  PUBLICATION. 

During  the  last  year  we  have  added  a  number  of  books  to  our 
catalogue,  and  have  others  now  in  course  of  publication.  To  nil 
those  interested  in  this  department  of  our  labors,  especially  to 
those  who  buy  books  for  Sunday-schools  and  other  purposes,  we 
recommend  an  examination  of  our  catalogue,  which  we  are  glad 
to  send  to  any  who  will  order  it.     In  this  catalo*Tue  will  be  found 

I.  Lists  of  AVoRKS  auxiliary  to  the  Study  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
Tints,  explaining  the  text,  elucidating  the  references,  and  illus- 
trating the  narrative.  To  this  class  belong  our  f  nion  Bible 
Dictionary,  Union  Bible  Companion,  Nicholls'  Introduction  to 
the  Study  of  the  Scriptures,  Xevin*s  Biblical  Antiquities,  New 
Biblical  Atlas  and  Scripture  Gazetteer,  Introduction  to  Bible 
Chronology,  Scripture  Biographical  Dictionary,  Bible  Natural 
History,  &c. 

II.  AVoRKiNG  Apparatus  for  Suxday-School  Teachers. 
Among  which  we  find.  Teacher  Taught,  Teacher  Teaching, 
Teachers'  Harvest,  Teachers*  Manual,  Great  Aim  of  the  Sun- 
day-school Teacher,  Position  and  Power  of  the  Sunday-school, 
Sunday-School  Monitor,  Sunday-School  Pioneer,  Considerations 
on  Sunday-school  Libraries,  &c. 

III.  Biographies  ;  about  140  volumes. 

IV.  Historical  Works. 

V.  Missionary  Works. 

VI.  Libraries.  To  the  many  collections  already  published 
we  have  recently  added,  "  The  National  Sunday-School  Library, 
No.  1,"  and  "  The  New  Sunday-School  Library  for  the  Little 
Folks." 

Of  our  new  library  books  wo  would  especially  name  two  excel- 
lent temperance  talcs  by  Mrs.  A.  K.  Dunning,  entitled  ''  The 
Fatal  Inheritance"  and  "Dr.  Rcnwick's  Medicines;"  and 
"  Records  of  the  Do  Without  Society"  and  "  Odd  Moments  of 
the  Willoughby  Boys,"  by  Mrs.  Emily  Hartley. 

There  is  and  always  must  be  a  constant  demand  for  good, 
well-written,  undenominational  literature,  and  such  the  Ameri- 
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can  Sunday-School   Union,  by  all  its  usefulness  in  the  past  atld 
responsibility  for  the  future,  is  bound  to  furnish. 

THE    PERIODICALS. 

The  Periodicals  have  continued  to  furnish  safe,  sound,  and 
suggestive  helps  upon  the  current  series  of  International  Lessons, 
of  a  character  specially  suitable  to  busy  workers  in  this  depart- 
ment of  Christian  labor.  The  Smiday' School  World  has  pre- 
sented the  Explanations  and  Methods  of  Teaching  each  lesson 
upon  opposite  pages,  so  that  the  reader  had  all  the  aids  to  that 
lesson  before  him  at  a  single  view.  These  included  the  Expla- 
nations by  the  Rev.  John  Hall,  D.D.;  the  Primary  Lesson 
Plans  by  Mrs.  Alice  W.  Knox ;  the  Lesson  Lights  from  Bible 
Lands  by  Prof.  G.  E.  Post,  of  Syria;  and  the  Illustrations, 
and  '*  How  to  Teach  the  Lesson,"  as  prepared  by  the  editor, 
Rev.  Edwin  W.  Rice.  The  able  articles  on  the  Revision  of 
the  English  Bible,  which  first  appeared  in  the  pages  of  The 
Sunday-School  Worlds  have  received  the  highest  commendations, 
and  in  response  to  many  calls  they  have  been  republished  in 
book  form.  The  instructive  and  sterling  character  of  the 
material  presented  in  this  journal  during  the  year  is  indicated 
by  the  fact  that  upwards  of  forty  of  the  most  distinguished 
Tfriters  of  America  have  contributed  to  enrich  its  pages.  The 
Child's  World  has  contained  an  illustrated  article  in  every  num- 
ber from  the  Rev.  Richard  Newton,  D.D.,  whom  the  Rev.  Charles 
H.  Spurgeon  calls  *'the  prince  of  children's  writers."  It  has 
also  given  interesting  and  sprightly  articles  on  child-duty  and 
culture,  from  Mrs.  Margaret  E.  Sangster,  Mrs.  Amelia  E.  Barr, 
Mrs.  Mary  D.  R.  Boyd,  Rev.  Edward  A.  Rand,  "Elmer  Lynnde," 
Mrs.  J.  E.  McConaughy,  and  many  others.  The  Scholar  s 
Companion  has  furnished  a  graphic  and  pictorial  explanation  of 
each  lesson  suitable  for  scholars,  on  a  plan  that  has  proved  in- 
structive and  fascinating  to  its  youthful  readers.  The  Graded 
Hiesson  Papers  have  proved  increasingly  acceptable  to  the 
scholars,  and  whatever  improvements  experience  and  observation 
•ixave  suggested  have  been  adopted  ;  and  the  papers  are  regarded 

unsurpassed  in  their  adaptation  to  the  progress  of  the  scholar, 
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and  in  tbc  amount  of  usable  information  thoj  provide.  The 
Primary  Paper  is  illustrated,  and  contains  the  Bible  text,  the 
story,  "things  to  remember,"  and  questions  and  answers  suitable 
for  the  youngest  classes.  The  Intermediate  Paper  has  the 
Bible  text,  daily  readings,  sketch  of  the  lesson,  points  for  home 
study,  notes,  and  questions  adapted  to  the  main  school.  The 
Advanced  Paper  contains  similar  material  specially  prepared  for 
the  use  of  the  highest  and  most  advanced  scholars  in  the  school. 
The  Review  Papers  issued  each  quarter  continue  to  gain  in  favor 
with  the  more  intelligent  and  thorough  Sunday-school  workers. 
These  include  the  Large  Review  Charts  printed  in  bold  type  so 
that  it  may  be  read  by  the  entire  school,  and  presenting  a  con- 
cise analysis  of  the  lessons  for  three  months  at  one  view ;  The 
Superintendent' 8  Revieto  Paper ^  giving  various  plans  for  con- 
ducting a  review  exercise,  with  a  special  programme  for  each 
quarter,  adapted  for  the  use  of  superintendents  and  pastors  ;  The 
Scholars*  and  Teachers*  Review  Papery  containing  a  plan  of 
review,  with  questions  thereon,  and  upon  the  practical  teachings 
of  the  lessons,  and  an  arrangement  of  Bible  texts  from  the 
lessons  for  the  quarter,  suitable  for  use  in  opening  and  closing 
exercises. 


THE  AMEBIGAN  SUNDAT-SGHOOL  UNION 

Jn  account  with  the  Contributors  to  the  Missionary  JDepartmefitj  Jhr  the 

year  ending  Febi-uaiy  28  1879. 

Dr. 

*To  amount  appropriated,  not  expended  last  year,       .  $4,021  62 

collections  received  during  the  year,     . 
legacies  receiyed  during  the  year, 
amount  received  from  Income  J.  C.  Green  Fund, 

Book  Fund,    . 

Wurts  Fund, 

Bucknell  Fund, 

Phelps  Fund, 


$54,985  49 

25,689  43 

3,145  83 

2,406  00 

500  00 

234  28 

154  54 

87.115  57 

91,137  19 

Ga. 

amount  of  salaries  paid  missionaries,    .                 .  $36,211  37 

travelling  expenses  paid  missionaries,  5,721  57 

postage  paid  missionaries,    •         .         .  784  02 

expense,  stationery,  Ac 744  62 

freight,          ......  492  35 


$43,953  93 


books  and  other  Sunday-school  requisites  given 
to  schools, 7,385  63 

Philadelphia. 

ealaries  paid  secretaries  and  bookkeeper,      .         .  4,225  02 

^7  travelling  expenses  of  secretaries,         .         .  282  65 

"Ky  postage, 171  63 

Sy  freight, 14  41 

fiy  expenses,  stationery,  printing,  binding,  &c.,  367  56 

5,061  27 

"By  Anniversary  expenses, 698  57 

Sy  Annual  Report, 180  03 

fiy  Sunday-school  Missionary, 597  54 

New  York. 

Sy  salaries  paid  secretaries, 3,000  00 

By  travelling  expenses, 59  00 

By  postage, 67  75 

By  freight, I  50 

By  expense,  including  rent,  stationery,  printing,  &c.,  623  18 


3,751  43 


Nkw  England. 

By  salary  paid  secretary, 2,300  Oo 

By  travelling  expenses, ."^OI  23 

By  postage, 12o  60 

By  freight, 5  36 

^y  expense,  including  rent,  stationery,  printing,  Ac,  324  99 


3,142   18 


Amount  carried  forward,  64^'^  ^^ 
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Amount  brouf^ht  forward, 
By  amonnt  paid  on  account  of  advances  in  former  years,* 


By  amount  appropriated  but  not  expended  on  Green 

and  other  funds, 3.377  73 

By  amount  due  American  Bible  Society,    .         .         .  318  99 

By  amount  appropriated  but  not  yet  expended,           .  17,669  89 


$64,770  58 
5,000  00 

69,770  58 


21,366  61 
91,137  19 


Philadklpiiia,  May  17,  1870.  The  aboTe  account  has  been  examined  this 
day  by  u?.  and  compared  with  the  original  entries,  and  we  find  the  same  to 
be  correct. 

W.  DwioHT  Bell, 
George  C.  Thumab. 

*  F'lr  (Hiiuc  yr-RFA  a  balance,  incurred  I»y  fxpondinirc  in  luihiiionary  work,  has  l>een  held  hi 
abi-yauci^  by  th**  Publication  iK-fiartUicnt  of  thi*  Sucifty  ^^ee  R<-port8  for  18(18  and  ]84H>),  being  ill 
couFM!  of  gradual  <'Xtin(tiou  fn*m  diHCOunt  ou  Half h.  It  lius  b^en  deemed  roost  advantageons  to 
close  tliat  uccdunt:  l-VKio  Imm  b«><*n  i>ald  ao  above,  and  the  reuiaining  $7000  huH  becn-approprlatcd, 
and  will  ai'pear  an  an  item  iu  the  next  Aniiual  Report. 


Th*:  IJfv.  Gkukgh  C.  Noyks,  I).I»..  nt  Iliinul-.  >ai'l :  I  ^h'-.iro  in  j:.t\  .'it  tlii- 
•  i  it*«-r  tiiiit  wliih'  [  shall  on«J<riivor  to  '•  t.-H  iIk'  ♦rutii"  .-iiitl  '•  imtliiijv;  ^u!  tliv 
'r'ltsi."  I  (MM'tjunly  s\\a\\  not  un'l«-rfak*.*  tu  **tcll  ?1j<.-  wliolr  truth"  c.»'!ir!  riiii-r 
T'.v  v:i?it  ami  nu'ii'iiin'lvS''  bvin*fii*etH».'  (»f  ihi?  Sorictv  .-  DiMTJitittn.*.  K\rr\  «iji\, 
:iiir;na.'  th<*  tit"t\-Hvf  yKir?  of  its  liifttnfv,  it  h:i-  ht-un  oiMMiirii:  fmn'taisis  1:,  tin' 
■i«-.-fit  rVoin  which  '•hall  How  copious  stn-atus  to  rualv«*  L'l.fl  tin*  «i»v  of  'lu:-  <io«l. 
.\  -  tlir-  t'outiiliT  :iii<l  5U|i}>()rtiT  of  schtuu-  it  lia*  ii«»  \n'vv.  N'n  i)tln.r  'iuiff\  sd 
I iiriyvritly  follow*  »Miiij?r:\riiiti  sir?  tlii-*:  im  oth»-r  i^  >o  piiuupt.  i.»  nr^:i!ii/.».'  »ln- 
>t.  ti«jol.  vvlMTi.'ver  clIli^!^:ltiotl  iiitoht-  it'?  laultitUilinou"  «*ain|».«,  a?  ijii?. 

T!h'  Kcv.  John  Hall.  !>.[>..  of  X«w  Vofk.  sai«l :  Thi-re  i<  iiothiun  liuit  will 
-r-i  iii«»\i'  rh».*  irrvuT  heart  of  tin;  Aiiieiivati  «;hun'h»'>  to  -vinpnthv.  an«l  r:iir:iv. 

ft  ft  «  « 

,tritl  jvrayor.  aini  tln'  haii'i  of  tlie  Aiinii«ati  |h«oi»1«*  to  j;iv«-  ♦lnir  isiomy  u>  Mil* 
i ■•  t . j •.' c t .  ;t?  tli»;  kiio\vle<i;ri'  of  how  inut'h  tf«»ii  I  is  wrducht  thr«jU'jh  the  a?»'n«:\ 

•  tt    1]ii=    Anwricaii  .Siui'lav-Sfhool    rniou.     How  inauv   nt   vn'i   to-uijlit    "-av. 

ft  ft  •  ft 

•■  f  tru?r  riiri.<>t.  Mtid  i"*".|iffS>  (*hri^t.  an«l  I  IriiiiMy  h<»pi-  t«»  •lu«  il  with  Kim  !«i!- 

•  •\er  aii'l  f»»rtvt>r"?     Tlion  to  ^ou,  aii'l  to  \ou.  aii'l  t»)  >ou.  pari.'Ut-*  of  ifoiliv 

ft  ft  •  4  .  % 

irlni'iivn.  to  you  1  make  my  appeal.  Wisat  irra«*e  ha*  «ioiu'  for  yoii,  it  run  'io 
:•.  Tiie  very  worst,  to  thiit  ino5t  •hiri'i*'!.  to  tin- 'iarkc^t  au«l  luo^t  crimina!. 
Svnd  to  vour  hrt'thr<;ti.  \our  i-.-llo'.\-riti/.fii-.  v«»!ir  «  ouutrx  m-ii.  tjiai  ir«»iT»i-I 
»l;;if   ha<  hrou;:hl  to  v«iu,  ami  to  >oi;!>.  .-'o-':  iliiMlrulahIr  hli/.-siUi!". 

The  Cftifiifft,  Trihiint'^'m  an  i'«litoiial  upuu  th-.  May  iiU'itiui.-:,  ?;i\ «  :  Tin- 
Ariitriiati  Sundav-School  ruion  ha-  umi-  iloim:  a  ^rH-at  woik.  T!i»;  rcM-or* 
til. in  tlie  Wirst  «a\s:  '*  Tlu*  Cliri-^tiaM  I'liiou  ^rlmol-;  <u.ri."<l  iii  mi!    fioii'ii:- 

ft 

Towfi*  wIh'Ii  <loiiominatioiial  orn"*  t.ikf  mo  hol«!.  \\v  *.:.!-  'riu!  .-taii.Tini!* 
Tiii-rt-  i-  a  vitlumi;  of  ai'trununt  tor  i:iiit\  ..t  (^hii^tia::  wot*'  T!.».'  M-al  r«-*i!t« 
;ij  th<*  c«'iilii«;t>  witji  tin*  «U'vil  au«l  !.i^  !ii.n:«Tou-j  atnl  iiiilu'!!  j-.-j-  :i/«  'it-  UiU** 

•  •r  .ic'«*iitii|ili*h«'«l  hy  tJK-.-f  tniioii  ."<»«':••':•''.  whii-h  wori-i  outsiiii.-  tin*  iuterf>»'r 
"f  a:iv  particular  <i<-uoiniuHTioii.  TImv.-  i--  ri  ii|  fi»i  vavyv  nioii«-\  im'I  liio:-- 
v.4'rk.  a!i'l  thost!  oi-jraiii/.atioti'i  \\\\\  '..  !*r«'  workiiiL:  for  tin*  «-oiiiiiiom  -j..,*! 
<:.irhi  'o  Ik*  more  haini?«itiKly  .-nppo»rt«i. 

Thv  A''«'  y'oi'l  Trihuii'  thu*  -.li'l  i-liiorii'.\  •  Wi-  Vfti»'ii«*  to  «:iv  «!  •••  t-.- 
ij»'.iit\  work  of  thir  Aiut*ri«:an  S'ii!'ia» -Si;!.o<i:  l*!i:.»:i  t»ir  out-  ; «-:i«\  •!•  -♦;•  i-  ,. 
ti.  tiai:;  liltli-  chiMrcn  into  a  tiutl.t.;".  ;iiai.iii..i.:.  ji.t..  N'fijMr.i:"  .  'l--.-  -r  -<  :- 
•.  .I'jt'.  i-.t  t.'liri*!:.  ha-:  atJcompli.-!»'"l  vi'i-..  :n  ;'..r  ji.u  i  i:i  'i:!-  •.*••■  ..  Ii-i-  i.i  .•  .  I 
T*..t  !it«i^n.-*'*  ot  iuai.kirMl  upwnni.  !  :l:i'"  t-.:'.  .  .i'  :"::•  i".  "i-.  -•:  ..  ■■  ;.••  .  • 
v.ri.  -  k;i.«lh.'«l  a-ain"!  h«-r».'-v  .-iucc  f.:ii<-  •  i-^t? 


I'll         \    •  \ 


CONTKIBITIONS. 

Tl.»'  li-jL'al  form  oi  l,i-.,u.»>t  :.'. 

::-:if»  IN  THK  (*Ir^   ok  rnii.Ai'K-  •n;\    —  —    •: 

ThIUIV   I»oi,I.Ai:';  r..»,-titwtc  :j  Li»..   M-i-,'..  :. 

t*.»nMibutioiis  t.i  tin*  Mi.-.-ioj.irv  '^o:;.;  ,.«    •  ..    Av   •.•••  \\    >    n'- •• -.^' i!- 
f'sitiN  may  he  ji"!«lr»*"»M'i!  t" 

HENRY  PERKINS.  T-.-.i-.-rr.  ii?.?  C'ts!-./  St-.-t  P-  ..:.•:.-  i 

MISSIOMKY  (OKKKSPONDKXK. 

IV  r-v.'»^.-  'Iv.-ir'.i.i:  irjforis.it'.o;,  •  .,-..  .•:    •. .  •'..   :■,•-...•.■,•.  w  ■:.•..  ."  i:  . 

M.  A    WURTS.  S-  '"?.»'>  .♦  M .:.  .•• 

R.-V.  E.  W.  RiCE   A,,  .tV-  S'-Tt.,)  .»  V^5   •  . 

I  ■-.rji:  luriitat'.oi..""  •••.!.«•  •.•   i.. '.k    .«.  .;\    ■.  %■  •,   V.-,.  •..•  .•     .-- 

F.  H.  WISEWELL   S-     N-  Y    -.  O-:.  ..♦  V,. 

r*t;».tt.:-  ri'latir.^  !ti  tj.,    .\,.:\  -t    \.  v.    \'..  _',  ;•    .  •■   i     t.    .-.i.;--    -■   :  ■ 

NELSON  KINGSB'JRY   S-".  N- *  E- r'v  i  D.:-    v  v.. . 


PERIODICALS  AND  LESSON  HELPS, 

The  Sunday- School  Worl^p 


TKlflOHOL&Jt-ICVMr&MIO.N 


qUAETEUY  RZTIEW  VAryv. 
,  IKX  CtllLD't  wnnin 


THE  AMERICAN  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  UNION, 


POftfTS  TO  Be  BEHEIiaEREO. 

TUc  Amrricnii   Siinflu.v-S<'liiw1  I'liloii  Iih«  (iiT»nlzc<l  an 

nvi*r»|fi>  iir  limn  Siinilny-vrliiMtIn  n  .vrnr,  or  iivi'r  tlin-o  |M*r 

ll»)-.  Cur  pvprj-  (Ifiy  of  On*  putt    Hfiy-IIir  Yfixr;  iiinl    Iiiip 

natclu-<l  niHl  nlilnl   iienrlj  n,0U0,OIH>   »r  HHlilinlh-Mliuol 

In  mliMlinii  ti>  tliw  Sitiiiln)>-'rlio(ilK  iit>tiii)ll)  nr^nnixMli 
tl)i<  r^-t-oritt  sliow  Ihitt  b>  vlnlt*  »iiil  niinl»  itC  I'tMiti^L*!  iititl 
eitomrtiucnicnt,  iind  «in»  of  bo<»k^  pnprrs,  ike,  iiii'il-'tnncf 
bas  tifLMi  oitetitlcil  lit  I02.4t(l7  inovv,  r).<prr>kpnlliiir  n  mcm- 
bcrelill)  itf  TOI.-l-J!'  uit«lici«,  luirl  .if  .-..(t20,|HI  -..UolttM. 
Antmml  rxiirnUwl  in  iiilJ«lmiiir>  <i|ifrail<ti(«  JH'J4-1870), 
l!)U,47l.(fJO.m).  »t  wbli'Ii  »b.iiiE  f)(.>;iU.C)<H>  ui*r(^  l.ir  IhmiIu, 
l>ai>(<m.  &•-..  uran(i.-il  to  ni-(>tl)'  .Siiii<lit»-M-li<>oK.  Viilu«  at 
biKlk^,  iMipnn,  Jtr..  cirvitlittdl  by  ^n1«  niitl  Rmiil^  <iHX4- 
IMTOi.  rtboilt  »7,000,000. 


«r-j  l(>Ct94 


i'llfTY-SIXTH 


[NUAL    REPORT 


({icait  l^uiHliiu-^tliaol  pinion 


)  rOK  QSATIIIT008  OtBOIILATlOH. 


pnn.AnKi.prnA  ■. 

M.I    II. »   riIK..TN['T   -.THFITT 


=^2F 


TESTIMONY  TO  THE  WORK 


«>J    TJIK 


American  ^imtiajj^^d)ool  (LInion. 


W'v  «juou*  tli«*  lolli)\viiij;  »\tra»t.  troiii  R»*v.  r>r.  Nirioi.i.s'  ;Seriiioii.  as 
ivp«iru**i  hv  the  .V.  Louts  h't/tuhiiriifi,  Ni»v.  ..'4.  isTu.  R<?v.  I»r.  N.  had  just 
ivt>iriii'<l  troiii  :i  trip  ovt-r  th»'  Sticii'tv'*'  mission  fit'hls  in  Texas: 

•Willi     MINK    ««WX    KYKS. 

•  llfiT  U'\  iiu*  >ny  uhfii  in  }»a>siii^.  with  n'fen'iu-e  to  the  work  ami  aims 
nt  thf  Aiii<-ri(*ai)  Siiinhiy-S»'h«iul  I'niun.  it-!  one  frran<l  purpose  i?.  to  );ather 
\\\t:  i'hilih'iMi  ot'tlif  land  into  Hihk*  schools.  It  rrpresonts  no  one  denomination. 
It  inn."-  forth  Willi  .1  .-pirit  a-  hroad  and  as  unsectarian  as  the  j^ospel  of  Jesus 
(-hrist.  It  oarrir^  in  its  haml  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  with  this  ait  its 
^raiid  ^capiui  ami  iii>trunicntalitv.  sffk<:  to  f'ore)j;o  ignorance,  prejudice  and 
vice  and  >ei'tarian  animosity,  and  plant  the  simmIa  of  a  Thristian  civlli/.atioo. 
For  tifty-seven  \ear-:  it  has  ln-eii  «'n«ra^ed  in  this  work  It  has  been  a  pioneer 
for  tin-  chuniu-i.  It  !la^  doiu*  for  (.'hri>tianitv  what  thir  bold  settler,  with 
axe  and  plouirli.  ha>  done  for  the  >tate — pvnctrateii  into  the  forests,  made  the 
eleariiijr.  :>n<i  *«o  laid  (he  foundations  for  the  building  of  a  mon*  advanced 
civili/.atioit.  It  has  followed  the  onward  march  of  civilisation  fnon  the  Kast 
to  the  We-st.  Its  vast  historx  niav  be  rea«i  in  the  foundation  of  manv  churche? 
of  Ohio.  Indiana.  Illinois,  in  tlii<i  state,  and  in  the  states  of  the  Southwest. 
It>  past  history  is  at  one**  the  rharter  for  it-*  existence  and  the  pledge  for  its 
usefulness  in  the  future  It  ha«:  bfcn  n«»w  enriched  by  the  experience.*  <d  the 
past,  with  chundi  literature  an«i  b*-iter  equipped  than  ever  for  the  work  of 
the  future.  ■ 

Rev.  K.  roit\M\.  I».I>..  who  arcompanit.d  Rev.  Dr.  Niccolls  on  his  trip  to 
Texa.".  speaks  as  t«»llows  : 

•  H^'fore  we  hail  lime  to  brt-akfast.  carria^e>  were  in  waitin<r  t<»  con\ey  us 
tiw  miles  awav  t(»  a  Iriion  Suiidav-«.cliool.  in  which  half  a  ilozen  different 
deiioniiiiation^i  were  \\(»rkiti;r  in  harmony.  The  house  was  crowded,  thoUfrh 
it  wa-'  Wc'lnesdav  niorniui;.  In  the  afternoon  we  had  a  church  full  of  the 
children  of  the  city  i  .Sherman  i.  and  a  mass  meetinir  for  the  people  in  the 
evi-uirij;.  Here  we  met  a  nunii»er  of  the  missionaries  in  the  employ  of  the 
AiiU'ricaii  .'^undav-ScliooI  riii.)n.  Ri'markablv  eftit-ient  an«l  successful  work- 
er*.  tlii'ir  ri'«M*rd  i>  <»iie  which  ha«l  been  utlerl\  ini|>os>ible  to  any  ai»'encies  of 
a  .'C'  tariaii  cluirai't«'i.  Th^y  ran  e-tablish  >chools  where  no  sinjrle  .«<ecl  i.ould 
li.ivt*  aii\  iiitlueiji-c.  Tliev  have  the  ciinfidenoe  of  business  men.  as  \\v\\  as 
o!  tin*  cluirchi;.-  a^.^oriaJrd  in  lliejr  -upport.  I>cv»»ut  antl  humble,  yet  manly. 
wide  awake.  a:i'l  uiiiirlii«:  in  their  work,  tlo-y  well  earn  the  meagre  support 
tlie\  r«eii\f.  :i!id  will  .ic-i-rvi'  llii'  liijrh  appreciation  in  which  they  are  hebl 
by  tin*  Soiitlo'in  |i('(ip|i'.' 

The  .Vf»/-  )*.*/v  Tnhuo'.  ill  ail  t-ditorial  ot  May  lo.  |xTl»,  referrinj;  to  tlie 
wurk  ot"  tip-  .\nierit-.tii  .*^iiiiday-.'*^clioid  rninii.  and  to  a  "report  from  the 
Wist  that  till-  ••  riiri.-iiaM  I'liion  ."^'idioois  ^ucieed  in  «>ur  frontier  towns  when 
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FIFTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


UNION  SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

I. — ARE   THEY   NEEDED? 

Some  argue  that,  however  desirable  they  may  have  been  in  the 
commencement  of  the  Sunday-school  system,  and  particularly  in 
sparse  populations  and  in  new  settlements,  now,  when  Sunday- 
schools  are  so  widely  established,  and  so  many  denominational 
agencies  are  at  work,  there  can  be  a  limited  demand  only  for 
Union  Sunday-schools. 

To  this  it  is  replied  that,  although  in  cities,  towns,  and  larger 
villages,  where  churches  are  established,  it  may  be  practicable 
and  expedient  to  maintain  church  schools,  and  that  each  denomi- 
nation should  have  its  own,  yet  there  are  even  now  populous  dis> 
tricts  and  neighborhoods  too  remote  from  church  centres  for  all  to 
enjoy  their  worship  and  instruction,  and  yet  too  much  divided  to 
sustain  any  denominational  school;  and  thinly-settled  regions  and 
newly-forming  communities  are  ever  multiplying  on  ever-extend- 
ing frontiers,  where  the  people  are  too  few,  too  poor,  too  much 
divided  to  sustain  any  but  a  Union  school.  Thousands  of 
places  there  are  where  none  but  a  Union  school  can  combine  the 
efforts  and  resources  of  those  who  greatly  need  a  Sunday-school, 
and  where  it  would  be  self-sustaining,  and  prevent  the  waste  of 
Christian  charity  expended  in  support  of  divided  organizations. 

II. — ^ARE   UNION   SCHOOLS   PRACTICABLE? 

They  are.  (a)  A  Union  agency  is  available  to  plant  and 
water  them.  The  American  Sunday-School  Union  has  had 
more  than  half  a  century's  experience  in  employing  and  superin- 
tending missionaries  for  this  sole  work,  many  of  whom  have  had 
ample  training  and  great  success  in  it. 
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(b)  This  Society  has  abundant  provision  of  all  desirable  appli- 
ances and  supplies  for  the  organizing  and  equipping  ot  Union 
schools, — Union  primers  and  elementary  books,  Bible  diction- 
aries, Union  libraries,  system  of  lesson-helps, — a  complete  Union 
undenominational  literature. 

III. — ARE   UNION   SCHOOLS   DESIRABLE? 

If  a7it/  Sunday-schools  are  needed,  especially  in  such  destitute 
communities  as  enjoy  no  other  adequate  means  of  social  religions 
instruction  and  worship,  and  if  only  Union  schools  are  practi- 
cable in  multitudes  ojf  instances,  then,  it  follows,  such  are 
desirable. 

But  not  for  these  reasons  only.  It  can  hardly  be  denied  that, 
in  the  beginnings  of  these  little  communities,  in  laying  the  fonn- 
dations  of  their  institutions,  the  common  weal  demands  that 
there  be  the  greatest  possible  unity  and  harmony,  which, 
when  secured,  may  give  character  to  their  whole  subsequent 
growth  and  history.  And  if  this  be  true  in  the  general,  then 
surely  for  religious  and  spiritual  ends  such  unity  is  most  import- 
ant. Surely  for  such  places  it  is  pre-eminently  desirable,  as 
according  to  Christ's  will,  "  that  they  all  may  be  one." 

IV. — ARE    BEST    RESULTS   ATTAINABLE   IN   UNION   SCHOOLS? 

If  the  special  effects  which  are  wrought  out  only  by  denomi- 
national and  divisive  agencies  are  best,  then,  clearly,  a  negative 
answer  must  be  given.  But  if  the  essentially  best  things  in 
morals  and  religion  are  those  in  which  the  spiritual  followers  of 
Christ  are  in  full  accord,  and  if  these  can  be  realized  in  Union 
schools,  then,  under  the  conditions  presupposed,  their  benefits 
are  greatest  because  widest, — open  to  all.  IIow  then  as  to  the 
two  requisites  just  asserted  ? 

(a)  The  essential  truths  in  morals  and  religion  in  which  evan- 
gelical Christians  are  agreed,  are :  the  supremacy  and  sufficiency 
of  the  divinely  inspired  Holy  Scriptures,  the  sole  rule  "  of  faith 
and  practice  ;*'  the  lost  state  of  man  by  nature,  and  his  exposure 
to  the  penalty  of  the  divine  -law  which  he  has  transgressed,  end- 
less punishment  in  a  future  world ;  his  recovery  only  by  the  free, 


lOTereign,  and  sustaiDing  grace  of  Grod  through  the  atoniug 

sacrifice,  merits,  and  prevalent  intercession  of  the  Lord  Jesus 

Christy  the  divine  Redeemer,  by  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit ; 

ihe  necessity  of  faith,  repentance,  and  holy  living,  with  an  open 

confession  of  the  Saviour  before  men,  and  the  duty  of  complying 

^ith  his  ordinances;  these  and  whatever  other  truths  are  set 

forth  in  the  Apostle's  Creed — the  most  general  formula  of  faith 

accepted  in  Christendom — are  the  vital  requisites  to  be  received 

in  order  to  life  and  immortality. 

(b)  That  the  benefits  of  these  may  be  realized  in  Union  schools 
is  evident  from  the  fact  that  they  are  the  doctrinal  basis  of  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union,  freely  and  fully  set  forth  in 
the  Society's  publications;  and  the  Publishing  Committee,  to 
which  all  its  issues  are  submitted,  is  made  up  from  the  leading 
eytDgelical  denominations ;  all  thus  having  security  for  the 
ifiviolability  of  their  principles. 

v. — ARB   SUNDAY-SCHOOLS   PROMOTIVE   OP   CHURCHES? 

Not  directly  in  their  original  design  or  constitution, — ^from  their 
very  nature.  They  are  schools  only.  But  in  their  actual  working, 
in  their  influences  and  results,  they  are  most  helpful  to  existing 
contiguous  churches ;  and  they  almost  necessarily  and  inevitably 
lead  to  the  formation  and  growth  of  churches  where  they  were 
not  found  until  the  school  prepared  the  ground  and  way  for 
them.  If  a  company  be  gathered  for  instruction,  and  competent 
teachers  be  secured,  it  is  not  inquired  with  what  denomination  of 
Christians  the  teachers  fraternize.  The  Scriptures  being  the 
text-book,  the  instruction  as  well  as  the  connection  of  the  school 
ifl  left  to  those  who  compose  and  conduct  it.  It  may  become 
denominational  whenever  it  elects.  The  American  Sunday- 
School  Union  is  a  union  of  Christians  of  many  different  names, 
not  representing  churches  as  such ;  none  are  required  to  com- 
promise their  church  relations  or  principles. 

(a)  They  are  helpful  to  existing  churches.  Whether  formed 
in  them  on  the  broad  basis  described,  or  outside  of  them  as  mis- 
sion schools,  they  cannot  fail,  as  Bible  schools,  to  stimulate  and 
promote  intelligence  and  knowledge,  and  to  be  the  means  of 
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originating  and  increasing  true  religion  in  teachers  and  those 
taught ;  and  these  acquisitions  must  be  for  the  essential  benefit 
of  any  church  of  Christ. 

(h)  Union  schools  lead  to  church-planting.  They  cannot  pros- 
per long  in  any  community,  as  Bible  schools,  without  creating  a 
desire  for  more  advanced  and  fuller  instruction  and  worship,  and 
for  the  enjoyment  of  all  ordinances  and  privileges  which  the  Bible 
reveals  and  enjoins  as  established  in  and  communicated  through 
the  church  by  her  Head.  So  these  voices  crying  in  the  wilder- 
ness prepare  the  way  of  the  Lord  for  the  ministry  and  the  church. 

VI. — DO    CHURCHES    ACTUALLY    FOLLOW    UNION    SCHOOLS? 

It  has  been  stated  that  the  object  and  work  of  the  American 
Sunday-School  Union  have  always  been  simply  this — to  establish 
Sunday-schools  in  destitute  places,  and  to  supply  and  nurture 
them — not  to  plant  churches  or  sustain  pastors — leaving  this 
and  all  other  church-work  to  the  choice  and  agency  of  communi- 
ties, or  of  other  missionary  societies ;  in  nowise  interfering  with 
their  functions. 

The  missionary  work  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union 
is  systematically  reported,  and  becomes  matter  of  permanent 
record — the  name,  place,  date,  membership,  superintendent  of 
every  school,  supplies  furnished,  subsequent  visits  to  and  history 
of  it,  so  far  as  ascertained.  These  reports  are  made  by  the 
missionaries  to  their  Superintendents  and  to  the  Secretary  of 
Missions. 

Prominent  among  results  reported  are  conversions,  preaching 
secured,  and  churches  organized.  The  reports  of  the  mission- 
aries are  often  corroborated  by  the  testimony  of  pastors,  home 
missionaries,  and  others.  Of  the  latter  class  of  testimony  is  the 
following  instance : 

A  gentleman  who  has  been  for  twenty-three  years  in  public 
life  in  Minnesota,  and  has  personal  knowledge  of  the  facts,  gives 
a  list  of  sixty- two  cities  and  towns  by  name,  in  which  Union 
Sunday-schools  were  established  and  held  for  various  periods 
previous  to  the  forming  of  denominational  schools,  and  says  he 
knows  of  as  many  more. 


9 

What  is  asserted  of  Minnesota  may  be  assumed  to  be  true  of 
otler  States  and  Territories  where  conditions  are  similar,  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  schools  established.  What  is  true  of  cities 
&nd  towns  is  realized  more  in  agricultural  districts,  where  the 
Jiecessity  for  union  in  Christian  work  continues  longer. 

The  Rev.  Edwin  W.  Rice,  when  Superintendent  of  this  Union 

i^ork,  some  years  ago,  in  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota,   inquired 

^igently  what  churches  had  followed  Union  schools — carrying 

'*ck  his  inquiry  to  1843 — and  he  found  them  to  number  266,  of 

^liich  77  were  Congregational,  73  Presbyterian,  40  Methodist, 

"^  baptist,  and  the  remainder  divided  among  other  denomina- 

tJoxi  s. 

The  Superintendent  of  our  work  in  the  Northwest  has  reports 

^"•^131  missionaries  and  Sunday-school  superintendents,  confirmed 

"y  lis  own  records  and  by  personal  observation,  of  Union  schools 

^^.^anized  in  a  given  time,  in  a  certain  field,  by  counties  and 

™^ir  registered  numbers,  in  which  conversions,  preaching,  and 

^'-^ ^arches  organized  are  mentioned,  of  which  he  says :  '*  In  76  of 

^^^^se  neighborhoods  (not  to  speak  of  many  more),  at  the  time  of 

®^*,^anizing  the  Union  school  there  was  preaching,  more  or  less 

™^*=>quent,  in  14,  but  no  Sunday-school;  in  the  other  62  there 

no  religious  services.     In  25  of  these  there  is  now  regular 

E^ teaching,  17  have  an  occasional  sermon,  and  in  34  there  was  no 

^^ligious  service  but  the    Sunday-school  when  the  report  was 

^^ade." 

A  Presbyterian  home  missionary  who  has  labored  in  one  of 
"tViese  counties  says,    "  I  have   gathered  into  our  churches   in 

^ county,  in  five  years,  some  250  persons,  and  of  these  at 

least  one-half  received  the  impressions  that  resulted  in  their  con- 
version in  Sunday-schools  established  by  the  missionaries  of  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union." 

The  Superintendent  of  this  work  in  the  Northwest  has  received 
185  reports  from  superintendents  of  Union  schools,  of  which 
some  had  been  in  operation  twenty  years,  and  some  only  a  few 
months.  They  reported  599  conversions.  In  160  cases  there  had 
been  no  preaching  before  the  schools  were  gathered;  25  had 
previous  occasional  preaching ;  64  have  regular  preaching  now. 
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but  121  have  not.  In  55  cases  churches  have  been  formed,  88 
of  them  following  directly  upon  Union  schools.  In  many  of 
these  cases  this  evidence  is  confirmed  by  other  testimony,  as 
before  referred  to. 

The  same  Superintendent  writes :  "  Recently,  in  company  with 
the  Kevs.  F.  A.  Noble,  D.D.,  and  George  C.  Noyes,  D.D.,  I 
attended  a  meeting  of  2500  to  3000  in  R.  county,  of  whom  all 
but  400  to  500  were  from  Union  schools ;  and  pastors  were  there 
whose  churches  had  sprung  from  Sunday-schools  organized  by 
the  American  Sunday-School  Union ;  and  of  the  35  Sunday- 
schools  represented  there,  all  but  7  or  8  were  Union  Sunday- 
schools." 

The  agent  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Home  Missions  in 
Nebraska  says  of  these  Union  Sunday-school  missionaries :  "  Usu- 
ally in  advance  of  all  others,  working  on  ground  common  to  all 
branches  of  the  church,  but  pre-empted  by  none,  they  are  break- 
ing ground  for  all  our  churches  and  sowing  seed  that  usually 
springs  up  and  bears  the  fruit  that  the  churches  gather.  They 
are  helpers  to  me  in  my  work,  and,  I  doubt  not,  helpful  to  others 
who  are  trying  to  lay  foundations  for  the  churches  of  the  future 
in  our  State." 

The  Rev.  E.  F.  Williams,  of  Chicago,  writes  :  "  It  would  seem 
as  if  the  intent  and  aim  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union 
were  such  as  ought  to  commend  it  to  the  sympathy  of  all  Chris- 
tian ministers.  It  is,  and  always  has  been,  the  firm  friend  of 
home  missions.  It  believes  in  churches  and  rejoices  in  their 
establishment  and  success,  while  it  does  not  claim  to  be  in  the 
church-organizing  business,  nor  seek  to  do  Sunday-school  work 
which  churches  and  other  missionaries  are  able  and  ready  to  do. 
I  love  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  because  I  believe  that 
it  prepares,  and  always  has  prepared,  the  way  for  Christian  min- 
isters and  churches.  The  multitude  of  facts  which  have  come 
under  my  personal  knowledge  makes  it  impossible  that  I  should 
believe  otherwise." 

This  testimony  might  be  increased  indefinitely  as  given  by 
leading  pastors  of  the  Northwest.  If  time  and  space  allowed 
it   might  be  abundantly   repeated   from   highest   authority   in 
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fte'  Soothirest)  as  by  sucli  men  as  Rev.  Drs.  Ganse,  Goodell, 
wd  Niccolls,   of  St.   Louis.     It  was   given  in   the  strongest 
terms  by  the  last  named  gentleman  before  his  own  church,  after 
w  extended  tour  last  autumn,  in  Texas,  in  company  with  Rev. 
W.  P.  Paxson,  Superintendent  of  the  work  in  the  Southwest, 
»nd  by  the  Rev.  E.  T.  Corwin,  D.D.,  of  Jacksonville,  Illinois, 
who,  in  a  communication  to  the  Advance^  December  4,  1879, 
Mentions  one  missionary  of  the  Union  in  Missouri  who  can  enu- 
merate nearly  one  hundred  churches  which  had  been  preceded  by 
O^nion  schools,  if,  indeed,  they  had  not  grown  out  of  them. 
The  same  kind  of  evidence  might  be  drawn  from  the  South, 
^lere   the  results  of  Union  schools  have   been  similar,  as  re- 
JHDrted  by  missionaries  Legar^,  in   South   Carolina,  Jones,  in 
'^^orth  Carolina,  and  others. 

One  more  recent  witness  is  the  Rev.  John  Hall,  D.D.,  who 
^Jeaks  from  the  Commercial  Metropolis,  as  at  the  fifty- fifth  anni- 
versary :  "  I  have  had  opportunities  to  see  a  large  proportion  of 
the  West  in  connection  with  this  work.     I  have  seen  it  in  Kan- 
sas, in  Missouri,  in  Iowa,  in  Wisconsin,  in  Illinois,  and  in  Cali- 
fornia.    They  who  know  it  the  most  love  it  the  best.     There  is 
nothing  that  will   so  move  the  great  heart  of  the  American 
churches  to  sympathy,  and  energy,  and  prayer,  and  the  hand  of 
the  American  people  to  give  their  money  to  this  object,  as  the 
knowledge  of  how  much  good  is  wrought  through  the  agency  of 
the  American  Sunday-School  Union."     If  it  were  expedient  it 
would  be  easy  to  summon  a  great  cloud  of  witnesses,  among  the 
most  distinguished  clergymen  of  all  denominations,  to  add  their 
confirmation.     But  surely  it  is  not  necessary. 

It  has  now  been  shown  how  the  best  things  in  morals  and  reli- 
gion are  realized  in  Union  Sunday-schools.  The  American  Sun- 
day-School Union  labors  for  the  extension  of  Christ's  kingdom 
among  the  neglected  classes,  and  where  other  agencies  are  less 
adapted  to  reach  them.  The  religious  interest  awakened,  the 
meetings  established,  the  persons  converted,  the  churches  grow- 
ing up  through  its  instrumentality,  and  the  total  results  of  the 
Society's  work,  must  tend  to  strengthen  the  various  denomina- 
tions forming  or   having  organized  churches.      The  Society's 
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work,  therefore,  promotes  and  helps  forward  every  truly  mission- 
ary enterprise.  It  opens  the  way  for  stated  preaching  and 
church  organization,  aids  and  strengthens  all  home  missions,  pro- 
motes popular  education,  good  morals,  and  family  religion,  distri- 
butes Bibles  and  teaches  how  to  study  them,  circulates  tracts  and 
good  books,  cultivates  and  enlarges  Christian  benevolence,  and 
leads  to  many  and  extensive  revivals  of  religion  among  the  young. 
This  Society  is  pre-eminently  the  Society  which  has  for  its  chief 
aim  the  forming  of  permanent  organizations  for  the  united,  pray- 
erful, intelligent,  and  systematic  study  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
The  great  hope  of  every  church,  and  of  our  common  Protestant 
faith,  is  in  making  all  the  people,  but  especially  the  young,  famil- 
iarly and  spiritually  acquainted  with  Bible  truth. 

The  principles  and  facts  now  set  forth  have  ample  illustration 
and  confirmation  in  the  reports  to  the  Society  from  the  various 
States,  which  are  presented  by  the  missionaries  of  this  Society. 

THE  SOUTH. 
Rev.  John  McCullagh,  Superintendent. 

During  the  last  fifty-six  years  our  missionaries  have  organized 
11,836  Bible  schools,  numbering  77,716  teachers  and  648,840 
scholars ;  they  have  also  visited  and  aided  22,499  other  schools. 

Through  the  influence  of  these  schools  and  the  Divine  bless- 
ing the  ignorant  have  been  instructed,  the  degraded  have  been 
elevated,  enemies  have  been  reconciled,  drunkards  have  been  re- 
claimed, infidels  have  been  converted,  the  altar  of  family  worship 
has  been  erected,  the  Sabbath  has  been  kept  holy,  coagregations 
have  been  gathered,  churches  have  been  planted,  causing  the 
wilderness  and  the  solitary  place  to  be  glad  for  them  and  the 
desert  to  rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose. 

This  is  no  fancy  sketch.  Every  single  line  has  its  bold  original 
in  the  history  and  results  of  schools  organized  by  the  writer,  and 
under  his  own  personal  observation,  during  the  last  forty-three 
years.  We  therefore  speak  that  we  do  know,  and  testify  that 
we  have  seen. 

The  following  reports  from  our  missionaries  speak  for  them- 
selves : 
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EEHTTTOKT. 
Rev.  J.  H.  Hopper  reports : 

In  looking  over  the  work  for  the  past  year  I  am  very  much 
encouraged  by  the  good  which,  I  hope,  has  been  accomplished. 

Beard's  Union  Sunday-school,  planted  April,  1879,  has  been 
wonderfully  prospered.  The  attendance  has  been  good.  The 
interest  on  the  part  of  the  older  people  has  been  marked. 

The  school  having  been  organized,  a  revival  of  religion  fol- 
lowed, with  some  fourteen  conversions.  A  young  men's  prayer- 
meeting  was  established,  which  has  given  great  strength  to  the 
spirituality  of  the  neighborhood. 

We  rejoice  to  say  that  the  young  brother  chosen  for  the  super- 
intendent enters  this  spring  upon  his  studies  for  the  ministry. 

Knob  Lick  Sabbath-school,  planted  in  a  very  needy  part  of 
the  country,  has  done  a  grand  work.  The  Lord  has  especially 
blessed  them,  and,  as  a  result  of  their  faithful  efforts  under  God, 
some  thirty  persons,  young  and  old,  have  embraced  Christ  as 
their  Saviour. 

Gaines'  Union  Sunday-school  has  developed  strength  during 
the  year,  and  has  rejoiced  in  a  blessed  work  of  grace — some 
eighteen  conversions,  a  church  organized  and  now  regularly  sup- 
plied with  preaching  at  least  once  a  month.  No  community 
needed  it  more,  and  we  trust  the  school  and  church  will  be  a 
power  for  great  good  in  the  neighborhood. 

Another  of  our  Union  schools,  under  the  care  of  Brother 
Wilson,  is  doing  a  noble  work.  The  school,  we  may  say,  is  a 
feeder  to  the  churches  in  that  section.  It  was  delightful  to  be 
with  them  and  witness  several  young  men  and  women  obeying 
God's  word:  "Seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God." 

Adam  Reeder,  the  mountain  missionary,  reports : 

The  following  are  some  of  the  results  accomplished  in  my  field 
daring  the  past  year.  There  is  a  union  of  sentiment  among 
ministers  of  the  gospel,  and  a  coming  together  of  Christians  re- 
gardless of  sect.  During  the  last  few  months  we  have  had  pro- 
tracted meetings  in  which  the  different  denominations  worked 
together  for  the  salvation  of  souls. 

A  gentleman  remarked :  "  It  is  a  fact  that  thousands  of  poor 
people  in  these  counties  would  have  been  without  the  Bible 
school  but  for  the  American  Sunday-School  Union.  Thanks  be 
to  God  for  the  day  when  it  sent  its  missionaries  among  us." 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-two  scholars  have  joined  the  church  in 
two  counties  from  our  schools. 

By  far  the  most  remarkable  meeting  of  the  year  was  held  at 
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P *s  8chool-hou8e,  in  one  of  the  hardest  sections  of  conntry  in 

the  mountains.     Old  people  ^rere  there  who  had  never  heard  a 
sermon  preached. 

The  Moonshiners  were  numerous ;  they  ran  their  stills  all 
around.  Fighting  and  drinking  whisky  was  the  order  of  the 
day.  During  a  meeting  of  nineteen  days  twenty  precious  soulfl 
were  added  to  the  church. 

During  the  meeting  the  United  States  marshals  came  and 
destroyed  the  stills  and  captured  most  of  the  Moonshiners.  We 
then  raised  the  money  to  build  a  church.  We  have  now  a 
flourishing  Sunday-school  and  good  society. 

TESiniSSEE. 
Rev.  Isaac  Emory  reports  as  follows : 

A  survey  of  the  field  now,  in  contrast  with  what  it  was  thirteen 
and  a  half  years  ago,  gives  a  striking  illustration  of  the  advance 
made  in  Bible-schools.  Then  there  were  not  more  than  one 
hundred  Sunday-schools  in  the  thirty-four  counties  of  East  Ten- 
nessee ;  now  there  are  about  thirteen  hundred.  Sunday-school 
conventions  have  been  held  in  twenty  counties. 

The  following  summary  of  my  thirteen  and  a  half  years'  work 
will  show  what  has  been  done  under  the  Divine  blessing: 

Number  of  new  schools  organized,  519,  in  which  are  2850 
teachers  and  27,566  scholars.  The  number  of  cases  in  which 
schools  have  been  visited  and  aided  is  699.  About  150  new 
churches  have  followed  these  schools,  through  the  preached  word 
that  has  followed  this  pioneer  work,  and  scores  of  feeble  churches 
have  been  revived  and  built  up.  Number  of  copies  of  the  Scrip- 
tures distributed,  8966;  families  visited,  4866;  sermons  and 
addresses  delivered,  2825. 

The  completion  and  opening  of  the  Cincinnati  Southern  Rail- 
road will  make  the  year  1880  one  of  great  interest  in  this  section 
of  the  country.  During  a  recent  visit  along  this  line  I  found 
scores  of  communities  destitute  of  .Sunday-schools.  But  the 
lovers  of  truth  and  civil  order  are  hopeful  of  a  bright  future  by 
the  advancing  tide  of  population  that  is  sure  to  follow  this  great 
thoroughfare. 

Three  years  ago  I  secured  the  opening  of  a  Sabbath-school  on 
the  line  of  this  new  road,  where  a  man  was  engaged  in  selling 
whisky;  he  now  sends  nine  children  to  the  school,  which  was 
organized  in  a  miserable  log  cabin.  His  place  for  selling  whisky 
has  been  pulled  down,  and  out  of  the  old  material  has  been  put 
up  a  small  log  house,  within  the  walls  of  which  it  was  my  privi- 
lege to  join  with  the  superintendent  and  his  family  in  a  sweet 
hour  of  prayer  and  song.  Steps  are  now  being  taken  to  organiie 
a  church. 
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A  superintendent  reports : 

Our  Sunday-school  is  now  held  iji  a  small  log  house,  since  we 
were  compelled  to  leave  the  church  on  account  of  sectarian  prej- 
udice. Ever  since  your  welcome  visit  among  us  it  has  continued 
to  grow  in  interest  and  numbers.  As  the  house  is  only  about 
12  by  14  feet  in  size,  without  windows  or  a  stove,  with  a  rough 
floor  and  a  few  slab  benches,  we  find  it  quite  too  small  and 
uncomfortable  to  hold  all  who  come,  and  often  have  our  school 
partly  in  the  house  and  partly  outside.  Many  of  the  scholars 
live  miles  away,  some  walking  twelve  miles — when  the  streams 
are  too  high  to  ford — in  order  to  reach  the  school  and  get  a  book 
or  paper,  and  then  return  home,  glad  to  have  the  privilege  to 
hear  of  Jesus  and  his  love  by  walking  twenty-four  miles. 

We  have  not  failed  to  have  a  school  every  Sabbath  since  you 
preached  to  us  from  the  text,  "Follow  me."  The  handsome 
donation  of  books,  papers.  Bibles  and  Testa,ments  greatly  en- 
couraged the  school.  The  long  walks,  often  through  the  heavy 
rains,  are  all  forgotten  while  we  pray  and  sing  and  talk  about 
the  lesson,  sitting  in  our  clothes  wet  through  and  through.  We 
now  have  preaching  once  a  month,  and  are  looking  forward  to 
the  organization  of  a  church  and  the  erection  of  a  new  house. 
The  influence  of  our  school  is  seen  in  the  great  improvement  in 
moral  and  religious  interest. 

When  we  contrast  our  privileges  with  what  they  were  when  we 
came  to  the  mountains,  eight  years  ago,  we  feel  greatly  encour- 
aged. The  first  winter  we  came  here  we  heard  only  two  sermons, 
Soing  five  miles,  where  the  services  were  held  in  a  small  log 
welling.  Then  the  Sabbath  was  spent,  for  the  most  part,  by 
the  people  in  visiting  and  hunting.  We  felt  that  something 
must  be  done  for  the  moral  and  religious  culture  of  these  poor 
but  kind  and  hospitable  people.  The  help  you  gave  us  greatly 
cheered  us  to  go  forward.  We  opened  our  school  with  about  a 
dozen  scholars,  which  soon  grew  to  the  average  of  fifty,  and  often 
more  than  the  house  would  hold. 

We  divided  the  school  into  two  classes,  my  wife  teaching  the 
females,  their  ages  ranging  from  four  to  seventy-four  years,  my- 
self teaching  the  males  of  all  ages.  Many  of  these  dear  youth, 
as  well  as  adults,  have  learned  to  read  by  attending  our  Sunday- 
school,  and  now  study  the  lesson  papers  with  delight.  More 
than  thirty  have  embraced  the  religion  of  Christ  and  remember 
the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy.  We  praise  God  daily  for  what 
lie  has  done  for  us. 
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NOBTH  OASOLIHA. 
Rev.  G.  S.  Jones  reports  :^ 

So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  ninety-four  scholars  con- 
nected with  our  schools  have  been  brought  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
truth  and  hopefully  converted  to  Jesus.  Three  new  school-houses 
have  been  erected,  and  are  now  being  used  as  church  buildings. 

"A  Song  in  the  Night." — The  sun  had  gone  down,  and  a 
storm  drove  me  into  a  cabin  on  the  roadside.  Parents  and  chil- 
dren, nine  in  all,  sat  round  a  dish  of  fried  cabbage,  corn  bread 
and  sorghum.  The  night  grew  dark,  and  the  storm  raged  furi- 
ously. At  bedtime,  after  repeating  some  verses  of  Scripture 
and  bowing  with  the  family  in  prayer,  I  sang  a  Sunday-school 
song:  '* There's  a  light  in  the  window  for  thee,  brother!"  The 
fire  had  ceased  to  blaze  on  the  hearth,  and  there  was  no  candle 
in  the  cabin.  Next  morning,  down  at  the  "pump-log,"  where 
face  washing  was  in  order,  father  and  children  gathered  round 
and  asked  me  to  "please  sing  that  ar'  winder  song  agin." 

Of  course  I  complied  with  their  wishes,  and  again  reminded 
them  of  the  Sunday-school  which  I  had  recently  started  down  at 
Clear  Creek  school-house.  All  promised  to  go  next  Sunday. 
Months  passed  by,  and  on  again  visiting  the  school  I  found  the 
basket-maker  and  his  family  there.  The  old  man  gave  me  his 
hand,  saying:  "That  ar'  winder  song  fetch  us  out;  it  'pears 
like  I'll  never  quit  hearin'  it  a  ringin  in  my  head.  The  more 
I  come  here  to  Sunday-school  it  seems  like  it  was  truly,  indeed^ 
a  light  in  the  winder  for  old  John  Jackson  an*  his  folks."  The 
old  man  wept.  We  went  into  the  school-house,  and  I  sang  that 
ng  again  for  his  gratification. 

We  meet  on  a  college  rostrum  one  who  wears  the  badge  of 
chief  marshal  on  commencement  day.  How  gracefully  he  bears 
himself!  firm  as  a  pine-knot,  his  eye  sparkling  with  the  same 
spirit  of  self-reliance  that  prompted  his  first  effort  to  obtain  a 
Sunday-school  primer.  Warmly  grasping  my  hand,  and  mod- 
estly alluding  to  his  past  struggles  for  some  means  of  an  educa- 
tion, he  said :  "  Oh,  sir,  I  shall  never  forget  that  little  Union 
Sunday-school  you  started  near  my  mother's  house ;  you  gave 
me  some  books  for  a  load  of  pine-Knots,  and  I  shall  always  re- 
gard that  event  as  my  first  step  towards  the  platform  on  which 
we  now  meet." 

On  what  path  of  duty  we  shall  next  find  this  young  Christian 
student  is  a  matter  of  much  interest  to  your  missionary. 

"  Forward,  March  I" — Among  the  present  attendants  of  one 
of  my  schools,  which  has  grown  up  into  a  church,  is  a  man 
seventy-eight  years  old.     He  has  fourteen  children,  and  over 
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le  hundred  grandchildren  now  living ;  says  he  never  had  occa- 
>n  to  call  a  physician  to  his  family ;  was  taught  by  his  wife  to 
^11  and  read  after  he  was  thirty  years  old.  The  church  now 
imbers  about  eighty-five  members,  a  majority  of  whom  are  re- 
ted  to  this  venerable  patriarch.  When  I  last  visited  the  school, 
lis  spry  old  man  had  walked  several  miles  on  Sunday  morning 
'  meet  his  class.  "  Since  I  joined  the  school,*'  said  he,  "  my 
nnday  rule  has  been,  *  Another  Bible  lesson  to-day  for  grandpa 
id  his  children— forward,  march,  to  Sunday-school.*  " 

SOUTH  OABOLINA. 
Rev.  D.  C.  Freeman  reports : 

My  work  has  been  confined  principally  to  the  mountains. 
he  Sunday-school  work  has  received  very  little  attention  in 
any  places,  and  we  often  find  neighborhoods  with  very  limited 
eans  for  educating  the  children,  very  little  preaching,  and  no 
anday-schools.  But  I  find  it  very  easy  to  interest  the  people 
i  the  Sunday-school  work  when  it  is  properly  brought  before 
lem.  The  mountain  people  are  not  tbe  only  people  here  that 
eglect  this  important  work,  for  some  of  the  schools  organized 
f  me  are  near  the  line  of  railroads,  where  the  people  have 
etter  opportunities. 

The  missionary  is  brought  in  contact  with  different  classes 
r  society  from  those  of  the  city  with  its  refinement:  he 
teets  the  widow,  the  orphan,  the  poor,  the  illiterate;  passes 
cm  the  plain  country  church  to  the  little  log  house  of 
orship  on  the  mountain  side;  sees  on  every  hand  those  that 
sed  assistance,  and  finds  many  places  where  the  moral  and  re- 
gions training  of  the  children  is  very  much  neglected.  I  have 
>nfined  my  work  to  the  most  needy  sections  of  the  country,  where 
ley  have  never  had  the  advantage  of  good  Sunday-schools.  The 
ork  meets  the  wants  and  also  the  approbation  of  the  people 
ere,  and  they  often  express  their  gratefulness  for  the  assistance 
Lven  them.  We  often  find  places  where  the  people  are  unable 
»  pay  for  the  books  necessary  to  carry  on  the  school,  and  are 
impelled  to  give  them,  and  in  other  places  to  make  them  a  small 
rant  to  encourage  them  to  buy  books  and  make  the  school  self- 
istaining.  Some  of  the  older  people  seem  indifferent  to  the 
ork,  but  we  can  always  interest  the  young ;  and  it  is  encour- 
ging  to  see  the  growing  interest  manifested.  In  some  counties 
lat  have  given  but  little  attention  to  this  important  work,  the 
abbath  is  often  spent  in  visiting  and  other  pastimes,  while  the 
iiildren  and  youth  are  neglected.  The  house  of  worship,  when 
ley  have  one,  is  often  closed  every  Sunday,  except  the  preach- 
ig  service  once  a  month.  One  would  suppose  that  the  Sunday- 
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school  work  in  these  counties  would  be  a  failure ;  but,  so  far  m 
I  have  yet  been  able  to  visit  them,  they  seem  to  appreciate  it- 
Where  the  Sunday-school  receives  more  attention,  we  see  fcl» 
good  results  in  revivals.  The  greatest  number  of  conversioDS  M 
generally  found  where  the  Sunday-school  has  been  faithfaUy 
carried  on. 

GEOBOIA. 
From  Thomas  W.  Dimmock : 

There  has  been  a  great  work  done,  but  still  very  much  remK^*^ 
to  be  accomplished.     There  are  many  children  not  yet  brou^^^ 
under  the  influence  of  the  Sabbath-school,  and  neighborhood^* 
where  the  people  are  without  the  word  of  God,  and  without  t^^* 
ordinances  of  his  house ;  and  only  as  they  are  helped  will  ih^^i 
ever  be  able  to  obtain  them.    In  some  places  the  Sunday-schoc^-* 
I  have  organized  are  the  only  places  of  worship  in  the  neighlxh^ 
hood.     It  is  quite  interesting  to  see  how  many  of  the  school 
organized  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  have  grown  both  in  nuitf' 
bers  and  usefulness.     Some  of  them  have  grown  from  25  or  90 
to  75,  100  or  150  scholars.    And  the  interest  has  kept  pace  witl 
the  increase  in  numbers.    If  one  will  remember  that  these  schools 
are  in  places  where  the  people  never  had  any  before,  and  some 
of  them  did  not  know  what  a  Sunday-school  was,  he  will  see  that 
this  is  a  great  work.     I  have  met  men  and  women,  55  or  60 
years  old,  who  had  never  been  in  a  Sunday-school.     I   have 
found  several  who  wanted  to  know  how  much  we  would  charge 
to  teach  them  to  read,  and  could  not  see  how  we  could  do  iJl 
this  for  love  to  them  and  Jesus.     The  people  in  most  of  these 
places  cannot  start  a  school  unless  we  help  them.     In  the  first 
place,  they  are  too  poor,  they  can  hardly  buy  their  children 
clothes,  much  less  books ;  and  they  do  not  know  how  to  carry 
on  a  Sunday-school  unless  they  are  taught ;  and  they  belong  to 
different  denominations,  and  not  enough  of  either  to  support  a 
denominational  school.     When  I  go  to  these  places  and  explain 
the   object  of  my  work,  and   of   Union  Sunday-schools,  they 
are  all  willing  to  unite  and  work  together  for  Jesus  and  their 
children.    I  have  only  been  to  one  or  two  places  yet  where  there 
was  no  school,  but  I  have  succeeded  in  organizing  one,  if  not  on 
my  first  visit,  upon  my  second.    It  is  quite  as  interesting  to  note 
the  pleasure  of  the  children  in  having  a  Sunday-school  among 
them.     When  they  have  seen  the  books  they  say,  "  Please  give 
us  one  of  them  picture  books."     I  tell  them  yes,  if  they  will 
come  to  Sunday-school,  and  the  children  will  be  very  earnest  for 
me  to  organize  a  school,  so  that  they  can  get  some  books ;  thua 
by  getting  the  children  on  my  side  there  is  not  much  trouble  to 
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Beenre  the  aid  and  presence  of  tbe  older  people.  I  have  80c- 
oeeded  in  organizing  a  school  in  several  places  where  at  first  the 
parents  were  opposed  to  it.  These  schools  have  been  the  means, 
by  the  blessing  of  God,  in  the  conversion  of  not  only  the  chil- 
dren, but  the  parents  also.  God  has  been  pleased  to  bless  mj 
work  the  past  year,  so  that  three  churches  have  sprung  out  of 
our  schools.  At  one  of  these  churches,  10  united  with  the  church 
at  its  organization;  at  another,  14  joined  the  church;  and  at 
Che  third,  19  from  the  little  log-cabin  Sunday-school  united  with 
the  church.  Father,  mother,  and  children  found  the  Saviour 
precious  to  their  souls  and  joined  the  church  together ;  the  old 

Smy-haired  man,  grown  old  in  the  service  of  sin  and  Satan,  and 
e  tender  child.     A  minister  said  to  me,  only  a  short  time  ago, 
^^I  have  had  more  additions  to  my  churches  this  year  than  in 
any  two  years  before,  and  I  can  account  for  it  only  in  this  way : 
jon  have  organized  Sunday-schools  at  all  my  churches  this  year, 
mnd  before  they  had  none ;  the  additions  are  from  these  schools. 
I  thank  God  that  you  have  been  sent  to  organize  schools  on  my 
field."     An  old  man,  seventy-three  years  of  age,  who  had  not 
been  to  church  for  more  than  thirty  years,  was  prevailed  upon 
to  join  the  Sunday-school.     God*s  spirit  impressed  him  with  the 
truth  of  what  he  read  and  heard  there;  he  saw  he  was  a  sinner, 
be  sought  pardon  for  his  sins,  and  is  now  an  humble  follower  of 
Jesus  Christ.     I  visited  a  man  who  once  was  a  member  of  the 
church  and  prayed  in  his  family  night  and  morning.     During 
the  war  he  lost  his  Bible,  ceased  to  pray  in  his  family,  and  wan- 
dered far  from  God.     His  little  girl  said  to  him,  '^  Father,  why 
don't  you  pray  with  us?"     He  told  her  that  he  could  not.     I 
.ve  him  a  Bible,  and  prayed  with  him  and  his  family.     When 
left  him  he  promised  me  that  he  would  return  unto  the  Lord 
and  seek  his  forgiveness,  and  build  again  his  broken  altar.     He 
kept  his  promise,  and  to-day  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  church. 
In  a  school  I  organized  fast  May  there  were  two  young  men 
"who  were  very  widced,  played  caros,  and  gambled.    After  school 
tbey  asked  the  superintendent  to  give  them  each  a  Testament. 
He  told  them  he  would  if  they  would  join  the  school.     They 
consented,  got  the  books,  read  them,  threw  away  their  cards,  and 
soon  came  with  tears,  saying,  "  What  shall  we  do  to  be  saved  ? 
Men  and  brethren,  pray  for  us."     They  joined  the  church  and 
followed  Jesus.     The  superintendent  of  one  of  the  schools  I 
organized  said  to  me  lately,  ^'I  owe  all  that  I  am,  morally, 
reUgiously,  and  every  other  way,  to  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union." 
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ALABAMA. 
Rev.  J.  J.  Strong  reports : 

The  past  year  has  been  to  me  one  of  deep  sorrow.  Death  bai 
entered  my  household  and  taken  from  me  my  beloved  wife. 

In  my  work  I  have  been  greatly  blest.  One  county  in  wUch 
I  labored  for  four  months  had  only  16  white  Sabbath-schoob 
during  the  previous  year,  and  perhaps  one  half-dozen  colored 
schools.  This  county,  during  last  year,  had  40  white  schoola 
and  8  colored,  with  a  much  larger  average  attendance  than  the 
previous  year,  and  continued  a  greater  number  of  months. 

A  Sunday-school  convention  was  held  at  the  county  seat  list 
April,  in  which  1:1  schools  were  represented.  About  500  enthu- 
siastic Sunday-school  workers  were  present,  from  all  parts  of  the 
county.  Ten  out  of  thirteen  political  precincts  were  represented, 
and  every  denomination  but  the  '^  Ilard-shell."  The  people 
claim  that  four  times  as  much  Sunday-school  work  was  done  in 
this  county  last  year  as  during  any  previous  year.  As  a  result 
of  this  work  in  one  place,  a  church  that  was  regarded  as  dead  was 
greatly  revived  through  the  influence  of  its  first  organized  Sunday- 
school.  In  several  schools  quite  a  number  of  scholars  have  been 
converted. 

In  another  county,  where  I  labored  for  three  monthsi  a  Sab- 
bath-school convention  was  held ;  and  although  the  day  was 
unfavorable  for  a  gathering,  a  goodly  number  were  present,  repre- 
senting six  or  seven  schools,  and  the  beginning  of  a  county  orga- 
nization was  effected.  Arrangements  have  since  been  made  to 
complete  the  work  early  this  year. 

In  still  another  county,  where  I  labored  for  two  months,  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  participating  in  the  first  convention  and  aiding  in 
organizing  the  county.  So  important  do  I  regard  this  work  of 
county  organization,  that  my  most  earnest  endeavors  during  the 
present  year  will  be  put  forth  towards  the  organization  of  my 
entire  field. 

Notwithstanding  providential  hindrances,  I  have  succeeded  iu 
organizing  40  new  schools. 

FLOBIDA. 
John  C.  Eastman  reports : 

The  Grove  Sunday-school  is  a  remarkable  proof  of  the  truth 
of  the  old  proverb,  "  Where  there's  a  will  there's  a  way." 

A  few  earnest  people  wanted  to  start  a  school,  but  could  not 
find  a  house  that  they  could  use.  Nothing  daunted,  however, 
they  said,  "the  school  must  go  ou  ;**  and  so  the  people  were 
called  to  meet  under  the  shade  of  a  clump  of  oaks  in  the  woods. 
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Here,  with  a  few  benches  and  a  fallen  tree  for  seats,  I  found  a 
gathering  of  people  of  all  ages — from  the  gray-haired  sire  to  the 
infant  in  its  mother's  arms.  None  were  too  old  to  bo  scholars, 
and  parents  sat  beside  their  children  learning  to  read  God's  pre- 
cious word.  All  through  the  heat  of  our  southern  summer  the 
children  came  together,  week  after  week,  at  the  time  appointed. 
As  winter  approached,  the  demand  for  better  quarters  was  felt, 
and  the  people  took  hold  with  a  will,  and  each  gave  as  he  was 
able,  of  his  time  or  money,  until  they  had  eroctea  a  small  house 
in  which  they  could  hold  their  services. 

This  log-house  will  also  serve  as  a  church,  where  they  can  have 
the  word  preached  to  the  people  occasionally,  and  in  time,  no 
doabt,  from  this  small  beginning  a  flourishing  church  will  stand 
in  the  place  where  the  little  Grove  School  was  started. 

Some  four  years  ago,  I  organized  a  little  school  at  J . 

The  prospect  of  a  flourishing  school  was  not  very  bright ;  in  fact, 
every  one  predicted  a  failure.  "  'Tain't  no  use  to  try  that  thing 
here,"  said  some ;  '*  you  can't  keep  it  morc'n  a  few  weeks,"  said 
others ;  but  we  tried  it,  and  by  dint  of  much  hard  work  the  school 
was  kept  up,  and  is  to-day  one  of  the  most  useful  and  interesting 
schools  in  the  county.  It  has  had  great  influence  over  the 
chorches  in  its  vicinity,  and  is  doing  much  good.  Several  have 
here  found  Christ,  and  are  now  active  workers  for  the  Lord. 

Not  long  sinjce  I  started  a  school  at  C ,  five  miles  from 

J J  and  was  pleased  to  find  that  several  of  its  members  had 

come  to  help  this  young  school  in  getting  a  start.  The  superin- 
tendent of  this  new  school  had  been  taught  to  read  at  one  of  my 
other  schools. 

While  visiting  a  neighborhood  to  invite  the  people  to  attend  a 
new  school,  we  found  a  family  where  no  one  could  read  a  word. 
In  conversation  with  a  young  lady  in  the  family  on  the  subject 
of  personal  religion,  her  reply  to  our  questions  was,  "  I  haven't 
got  no  learning,  and  the  likes  of  that  isn't  for  such  as  me."  It 
seems  that,  although  she  had  heard  an  occasional  sermon  and  had 
been  spoken  to  about  religion,  she  had  never  had  the  truth  placed 
before  her  in  its  simplicity.  We  talked  to  her  of  Jesus  and  his 
love  for  even  the  weakest  of  his  children,  and  tri^  to  make  his 
promises  plain  to  her,  till,  finally,  to  our  question  if  she  could  not 
believe  on  Jesus,  she  replied,  "  Why,  yes,  I  think  I  could  believe 
on  him." 

What  we  were  able  to  do  for  this  poor,  ignorant  person,  the 
Sunday-school  is  doing  for  many,  by  bringing  God's  promises 
within  the  comprehension  of  the  young  and  the  ignorant ;  and  in 
this  way  we  are  carrying  new  light  to  many  a  poor,  darkened 
mind  in  this  our  '^  Land  of  Flowers." 
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SOUTHWEST. 
Rev.  W.  P.  Paxson,  Superintendent. 

It  is  with  gratitude  to  God  we  record  another  year  of  serriee 
for  him.  Our  work  grows  in  favor  as  the  principles  upon  whick 
it  is  conducted  become  better  known.  Our  schools  each  yor 
become  more  permanent,  and,  as  a  result  of  Biblo  studj,  tke 
number  of  souls  brought  to  Jesus  Christ  is  increased. 

A  greater  Christian  catholicity  also  pervades  the  field.  It  is 
harder  for  divisive  influences  of  any  kind  to  enter  our  schoob 
than  formerly. 

Our  missionaries  meet  a  cordial  reception  from  all,  and  oar 
work  is  permanent,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying  reporti 
from  them.  It  is  a  usual  thing  that  churches  grow  out  of  our 
schools.  We  are  under  obligations  to  many  friends  whom  God 
has  raised  up,  whose  aid  has  been  very  opportune ;  to  railrotd 
and  steamboat  lines  traversing  the  field ;  as  also  to  our  excellent 
board  of  Vice-Presidents  in  this  district. 

This  missionary  district  comprises  one-fifth  of  the  entire  am 
of  the  United  States  and  Territories,  and  is  in  many  places 
sparsely  settled,  requiring  a  great  deal  of  travel  to  perform  tie 
work  necessary  ;  but  this  very  magnitude  is  bringing  in  a  tide  of 
immigrants  who  must  receive  the  Bible  and  Sunday-school  through 
the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  or  not  have  it  at  all. 

Our  great  need  is  more  men  and  more  funds  with  which  to 
support  them. 

W.  J.  Haydon,  missionary  for  Southwest  Missouri,  writes : 

During  the  year  I  have  organized  55  Sunday-schools,  with 
324  teachers  f^d  3245  scholars.     More  than  half  of  the  Bchoob 
were  established  where  they  were  having  no  religious  worshiP) 
the  masses  of  the  young  people  growing  up  with  but  little  Bible 
instruction.     But  these  Sunday-schools  were  forerunners — agoing 
before — preparing  the  way — and  now,  at  nearly  every  point  where 
I  planted  the  Bible-school,  they  have  Christian  worship.     At 
eight  of  these  places  they  have  had  revivals,  and  God  greatly 
blessed  them  and  many  souls  were  hopefully  converted.     Rot. 
J.  B.  Fly,  an  excellent  pastor,  speaking  of  the  work  on  this  field| 


■MS :  *^  The  Sanday-school  which  was  organised  in  1867  at  the 
Vlj  School-honse,  in  Barry  County,  under  the  auBpices  of  the 
AjDerican  Sunday-School  Union,  and  has  been  cared  for  by  that 
noble  society  ever  since,  has  been  a  power  for  good  in  that  com- 
munitT.  At  the  organisation  there  were  not  religious  people 
enough  to  officer  it.  In  less  than  eighteen  months  there  were 
S9  professions  of  religion  in  that  Sunday-school,  and  in  less  than 
years  a  church  was  organized,  and  another  soon  after ;  and 
there  are  150  members  in  those  churches,  mostly  the  out- 
wth  of  that  Sunday-school.  God  bless  the  American  Sunday- 
hool  Union  !"  Many  churches  all  over  this  country  grew  out 
f  these  little  nurseries.  I  have  also  assisted  in  getting  up  seven 
SSonday-school  conventions,  visited  many  families,  and  distributed 
^^300  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

Rev.   George  W.  Sharpe,   missionary  for  North  Missouri, 
"Unites: 

■ 

I  entered  upon  the  work  of  a  missionary  of  the  American 

Sunday-School  Union  the  1st  of  February,  1879,  with  a  glad 

Hieart,  because  its  leading  purposes  and  principles  commended 

-^emselves  to  my  judgment,  believing  them  to  be  according  to 

^e  mind  of  God  as  revealed  in  his  sacred  word.     I  expected 

the  Lord  to  bless  me  in  a  work  so  manifestly  in  harmony  with 

his  prayer  for  the  unity  of  his  people. 

From  what  I  have  learned  from  correspondence  and  later  vis- 
itation, I  think  it  safe  to  estimate  the  total  attendance  in  the  76 
schools  organized  and  aided  at  not  less  than  400  teachers  and 
4000  scholars.  Families  visited,  435 ;  volumes  of  the  Scripture 
distributed  (mostly  copies  of  the  New  Testament),  278 ;  and 
probably  8000  Gospel  Tracts ;  number  of  Sunday-school  con- 
ventions, institutes,  &c.,  attended,  11 ;  sermons  delivered,  182, 
and  addresses,  98,  to  about  10,000  people. 

In  connection  with  my  personal  ministry  there  have  been  con- 
versions and  revival  meetings  in  February,  June,  July,  August, 
September,  October,  November,  December,  and  January. 

In  these  labors  I  have  often  had  the  pleasure  of  being  asso- 
ciated with  earnest  and  efficient  ministers  of  the  gospel  of  various 
evmngelical  churches.  And  in  all  my  work  I  have  had  the  co- 
i^ieration  of  godly  persons  of  all  denominations  to  a  most  grati- 
fying extent. 

In  the  country  districts  the  habit  of  having  Sunday-schools 
daring  the  summer  months  only  is  almost  universal.  To  counter- 
aet  this  demoralizing  and  deplorable  habit  has  been  a  matter  of 
earnest  study  and  effort. 

The  organizing  of  even  a  few  more  schools  in  the  spring  and 
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summer,  the  gathering  in  the  people  en  masse — ^men,  women,  and 
children,  as  is  often  the  case — and  this  often  in  communities 
where  the  gospel  is  not  regularly  preached,  is  of  great  import- 
ance, surely.  But  who  can  estimate  the  importance  of  perpetu- 
ating not  only  those  new  schools  all  the  year,  but  hundreds  of 
others  which  have  been  accustomed  to  close  on  the  approach  of 
cold  weather  ? 

I  am  thiinkful  to  be  able  to  report  that  there  is  progress,  not 
only  in  organizing  but  in  perpetuating  schools.  And  1  am  sure 
*:here  is  progress  in  having  more  in  view  the  one  chief  purpose 
of  teaching,  viz.,  to  lead  those  taught  to  accept  Christ  as  their 
Saviour,  and  to  follow  him. 

Calls  for  help  in  organizing  new  schools,  and  for  aiding  others 
in  operation,  and  for  evangelistic  services,  have  been  far  more 
numerous  than  I  could  answer. 

And  what  shall  I  say  of  the  field?  When  I  consider  the 
malignity  of  evil,  the  reckless  energy  of  the  agents  of  wicked- 
ness, and  tlieir  remorseless  instruments — infidelity,  intemper- 
ance, and  abounding  worldliness — and  the  many  who  are  in  the 
broad  road  to  death,  no  words  are  so  appropriate  as  the  words 
of  the  Master  :  "  Lift  up  your  eyes,  and  look  on  the  fields  ;  for 
they  are  white  already  to  harvest.  And  he  that  reapeth  re- 
ceiveth  wages,  and  gathereth  fruit  unto  life  eternal :  that  both 
he  that  soweth  and  he  that  reapeth  may  rejoice  together," 

George  S.  Brinkerhoff,  missionary  for  North  Arkansas, 
reports : 

My  field  of  labor  is  peculiar  and  hard  to  gather  statistics  from, 
unless  one  visits  at  the  close  of  the  year  and  makes  a  personal 
inquiry.  Sunday-school  officials  are  slow  to  write.  Sometimes 
results  soon  follow  our  labors  ;  then,  again,  years  may  intervene 
before  anything  noticeable  will  be  seen. 

Six  years  ago  this  spring,  I  found  Mill  Springs,  Mo.,  a  village 
of  20  families,  15  of  whom  had  no  copy  of  God's  word.  Pro- 
fanity was  heard  or  drunkenness  was  seen  at  every  turn.  I 
planted  there  a  Sunday-school,  and  soon  after  the  Good  Tem- 
plars organized  a  lodge.  The  superintendent  had  been  brought 
up  under  Presbyterian  faith  in  a  New-England  State,  and  the 
chorister,  a  skeptic,  was  from  the  same  State.  The  school,  by 
its  own  means,  purchased  one  of  the  best  Sunday-school  libraries 
in  the  country,  and  the  school  was  kept  up  every  year  without 
seeming  results,  except  the  improvement  of  public  morals.  For 
two  or  three  years  I  asked  ministers  to  hold  regular  preaching 
there,  but  they  found  too   many  discouragements.     After  five 
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yean  of  Snoday-school  work  a  church  wa«  organized,  now  num- 
bering 25  or  30  members. 

Again,  we  have  results  soon  following  the  work.  Last 
February  I  visited  Swifton,  and  asked  about  their  Sunday- 
Bchool ;  the  answer  was,  "it  played  out  last  July."  I  found  a 
very  earnest  Christian  man  who  had  moved  in  a  few  months  be- 
fore. The  Sunday-school  was  revived,  and  furnished  with  a  new 
library.  Shortly  after,  a  prayer-meeting  was  organized,  soon 
followed  with  regular  preaching.  At  the  end  of  six  months  they, 
reported  33  professions  coming  from  the  Sunday-school. 

At  Curie  Creek,  last  May,  I  planted  a  Sunday-school.  The 
superintendent  writes  to  me :  "  Our  Sunday-school  is  getting  along 
very  well  for  the  winter.  We  have  Sabbath-school  every  Sabbath, 
and  the  real  good  done  in  this  school  will  be  known  at  the  last 
day,  and  not  till  then.  Our  church  was  organized  about  eighteen 
months  ago  with  12  members.  It  now  numbers  76  members, 
many  of  whom  were  members  of  the  Sunday-school.  Thank 
God  for  the  success  of  the  American  Sunday-school  Union." 
This  school  is  an  evergreen,  living  through  the  winter. 

I  organized  a  Sunday-school  at  New  Harmony,  a  neighbor- 
hood in  this  county  bordering  on  the  lowlands  of  Black  River, 
where  gaming  and  hunting  stock  was  the  occupation  for  Sunday. 
Before  going  into  the  neighborhood,  friends  cautioned  me  not  to 
waste  my  time  there,  because  the  people  were  given  up  to  wick- 
edness. I  found  living  near  the  neighborhood  the  assistant 
superintendent  of  a  Sunday-school  located  six  miles  from  New 
Harmony.  I  got  his  promise  to  serve  as  superintendent,  which 
he  has  faithfully  filled  since  last  May.  The  result  here,  where 
formerly  no  preaching  was  held,  was  this:  after  the  Sunday- 
school  was  in  operation  a  few  months  and  well  attended  by  chil- 
dren, regular  preaching  was  established,  and  in  the  fall  a  revival 
was  held,  resulting  in  a  church  organization,  and  the  superinten- 
dent reports  to  me  32  accessions  to  the  church,  two  of  whom 
were  the  librarian  and  the  secretary  of  the  school,  who  made 
a  profession  in  the  revival,  and  are  now  licensed  to  preach. 

W.  H.  Gill,  missionary  for  Northwest  Texas,  writes : 

The  past  year,  though  not  quite  so  fruitful  in  the  organization 
of  schools  as  some  preceding,  has  been  one  rich  in  results. 
According  to  the  written  testimony  of  leading  men  in  the  vari- 
ous communities  where  I  have  labored,  six  churches  have  been 
organized,  the  natural  outgrowths  of  the  Union  Sunday-schools 
established  there. 

A  number  of  other  churches  have  followed  in  the  wake  of  the 
Bunday-school  work,  but  I  record  only  such  as  arc  mentioned 
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above.  I  have  heard  this  year  of  119  converts  from  14  schoob; 
many  not  heard  from.  The  past  year  has  witnessed  great  revi- 
vals on  the  frontier.     Two  more  counties  have  been  organised. 

My  experience  here  is  similar  to  that  of  a  Choctaw  woman 
who  went  eight  miles  the  past  season  to  help  carry  on  one  of 
our  Bible-schools.  In  a  letter  she  says:  ^^  At  first  all  look  dull 
and  dark ;  then  I  put  my  trust  in  my  God  and  went  to  work, 
and  now  I  can  stand  and  say  that  I  have  not  worked  in  vain," 

Good  theology  for  any  of  us.  By  the  grace  of  God  we  intend 
to  hold  this  land  for  Jesus. 

Thomas  Lain,  missionary  for  Southern  Arkansas  and  Eastern 
Texas,  writes : 

During  the  past  year  I  have  organized  in  Texas  26  schools,  in 
Arkansas  4,  in  all  making  80  new  schools.  And  so  far  as  my 
knowledge  extends  among  these  schools,  there  is  but  one  that  is 
not  in  a  prosperous  condition  and  doing  good  work.  And  this 
one  will  begin  operations,  I  think,  as  soon  as  I  visit  the  neigh- 
borhood again.  Churches  have  grown  out  of  several  of  the 
schools  organized.  Popular  prejudices  have  been  overcome. 
And  the  work  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  has  grown 
in  favor  with  the  people  of  all  races  and  colors  in  this  section. 
The  aid  furnished  has  been  thankfully  received.  It  is  as  good 
seed  sown  on  well-prepared  ground,  and  will  bring  forth  much 
fruit  when  the  reaping  time  shall  come. 

Two  other  missionaries  have  been  employed  this  winter, — ^Mr. 
J.  P.  Lane,  of  Allen,  Texas,  and  John  T.  Wilson,  of  Batesville, 
Arkansas. 

KANSAS  AND  COLORADO. 
L.  Milton  Marsh,  Superintendent, 

The  last  year  has  been  one  of  more  than  ordinary  trial  in  our 
work,  as  well  as  of  encouraging  success.  Sickness  came  to  my- 
self and  several  of  my  brethren  just  when  we  should  have  revisited 
some  of  our  schools  for  special  services  or  institutes ;  still  the 
general  interest  has  been  steadily  increasing,  and  many  oeasons 
of  revival  have  been  enjoyed. 

My  list  for  the  year  is  20  new  Sunday-schools,  with  952  mem- 
bers, 26  Sunday-schools  aided  for  the  first  time,  and  12  schools  to 
which  assistance  was  given  the  second  time,  a  total  of  4865  persons 
receiving  aid  from  my  own  missionary  labors.     I  have  distributed 
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worth  of  religious  literature,  and,  by  this  instmrnentality, 
ied  into  hundreds  of  families  invitations  to  ^'  drink  of  the 
ater  of  life  freely."  I  have  distributed  162  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ents,  mostly  by  donation.  In  doing  this  work  I  have  travelled 
railroad, stage,  lumber-wagon,  buggy,  and  on  foot,  13,660  miles; 
▼e  lodged  in  the  homes  of  abundant  comfort  in  the  more  favored 
art  of  my  field,  in  the  "shanty"  or  "dug-out"  of  our  pioneer 
ttler,  and  upon  the  ground  under  my  own  cloth  tent ;  have 
shared  the  hospitality  of  friends  around  a  well-supplied  board, 
*tthe  scanty  meal  of  bacon  and  crackers  of  the  new  comer,  and  a 
^X)ld  lunch  by  the  wayside. 

Five  or  six  churches  have  been  organized  upon  Union  founda- 
tions, either  started  or  kept  alive  by  my  own  labors ;  and  many 
conversions  reported.  According  to  our  anticipations,  the  in- 
crease of  population  in  Kansas  and  Colorado  the  last  year  has 
been  larger  than  ever  before,  and  the  demand  for  laborers  more 
pressing:  20,000  colored  people  have  come  to  our  State  for 
homes  for  themselves  and  children,  and  they  need  help  to  open 
and  supply  Bible-schools.  We  trust  much  fruit  may  spring  from 
seed-sowing  by  this  efficient  agency. 

Geo.  A.  Barton  reports : 

There  is  cause  to  thank  God  for  the  gratifying  progress  that 
has  been  made  in  this  field  during  the  seven  and  one-half  months 
I  have  labored  in  it.  And  yet,  compared  with  what  there  is  to 
be  done,  the  result  seems  very  small  when  represented  by  figures ; 
but  ^ho  shall  estimate  the  good  flowing  from  the  work  done  in 
the  name  of  Christ,  even  in  one  school : 

Hardships  peculiar  to  the  settlement  of  new  countries  have 
been  met,  and  the  work  has  been,  in  consequence,  much  hindered. 
In  two  schools  in  this  county,  scholars  have  regularly  attended 
who  have  had  neither  shoes  nor  stockings  this  winter. 

From  a  small  school  which  I  organized  and  furnished  supplies 
to  start  with,  has  grown  a  large,  self-supporting,  evergreen  school 
and  a  church  organization,  and  this  in  a  neighborhood  where  no 
religious  services  had  ever  been  held. 

John  Cassell  reports : 

Tracing  my  journeyings  during  the  past  year,  I  find  I  have 
started  into  existence  51  new  Sunday-schools.     The  students  in 
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them  and  in  feeble  Bchools  aided  number  5106,  with  554  teachers. 
This  is  over  and  above  the  schools  before  organized  or  aided. 

The  religious  influence  over  these  thousands  is  not  limited  to 
the  services  held  by  the  missionary ;  but  I  have,  during  the  year, 
put  into  use  990  copies  of  the  Iloly  Scriptures,  together  with 
$604  82  worth  of  helps  and  incentives  to  Bible  study,  among  this 
much  choice  reading,  as  companions  to  children  in  leisure  hours. 
These  are  the  forces  that  are  making  the  character  of  the  future 
church  in  the  great  West. 

Although  but  a  sower,  the  missionary  is  able  to  catch  many 
glimpses  of  harvests  that  are  gathered  from  fields  of  his  sowing. 
As  he  passes  over  his  field  he  hears  of  churches  sprung  from 
Sunday-schools,  churches  enlarged  by  additions  from  Sunday- 
schools,  find  church-buildings  erected  to  meet  the  larger  demand 
of  the  neighborhood,  through  the  mental  and  spiritual  activity 
caused  by  personal  work  in  Sunday-school. 

It  would  not  do  my  work  justice  to  enumerate  only  those  con- 
versions which  casually  come  to  my  notice.  My  work,  being 
foundation-laying  on  the  frontier,  is  generally  out  of  sight.  In 
this  region  22  church  buildings  have  been  erected  by  two  denom- 
inations within  two  or  three  years.     Permanent  scnools  are  the 

plants  that  bear  this  fruit.  Last  fall  I  was  at  M .  I  started  a 

school  there  five  years  ago  and  supplied  it  with  Christian  literar 
ture.  It  has  continued  ever  since.  Now  there  are  three  church 
organizations,  with  a  well-sustained  ministry,  and  a  church  edi- 
fice is  being  built.  Quite  a  little  town  is  growing  up  around  the 
little  country  school-house. 

W.  C.  Gilman  reports: 

The  Lord  has  blessed  the  Sunday-school  work  on  my  field  the 
past  year.  At  one  point  I  hear  of  84  hopeful  conversions,  at 
another  of  18,  and  at  other  places  of  "several."  Six  chuiches 
have  been  organized  during  the  year  that  have  grown  out  of 
schools  organized  or  aided  by  me.  I  think  I  could  point  to  at 
least  one  hopeful  conversion  for  every  dollar  that  has  been  do- 
nated to  th»  schools  in  my  field.  Thus  has  the  Lord  fulfilled  to 
us  Malachi  3  :  10-12. 

Dr.  C.  Humble,  missionary  in  Southern  Kansai^,  reports : 

As  I  review  my  year's  work  the  fact  that  strikes  me  most 
forcibly  is  the  absolute  need  of  Sunday-school  missionary  work. 

It  has  been  my  lot  during  the  year  to  visit  a  great  many  places 
where  the  people  were  so  hopeless  concerning  Sunday-school  work 
that  they  had  no  thought  of  trying  to  have  a  school. 

B district  was  one  of  these.     There  I  was  told,  "  You 
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y  as  well  go  home  as  try  to  have  a  Sunday-school  here."   This 

8  by  a  professed  skeptic.    Mr.  T.^  a  leading  Christian,  said,  as 

e  walked  over  to  the  place  of  meeting  together,  "  It  is  a  pretty 

show  for  a  Sunday-school  here.     Our  folks,  I  guess,  are  the 

ost  that  will  be  there."     Soon,  however,  more  than  80  were  in 

^lie  house,  all  much  interested,  and  a  very  promising  school  was 

organized.     After  returning  home  Mr.  T.  said,  and  repeated  it 

^iDtiore  than  once,  "That  beats  me;  you  have  done  what  neither  I 

'Kior  any  two  or  three  men  in  the  district  could  have  done,"  thus 

Itieartily  testifying  to  the  need  and  efficiency  of  Sunday-school 

'missionary  work.     And  I  am  within  the  record  when  I  say  that 

in  three  out  of  every  four  of  the  places  where  I  have  organized 

schools  this  year,  nothing  whatever  would  have  been  done  towards 

laving  a  Sunday-school  but  for  the  Sunday-school  missionary. 

In  another  of  these  places,  where  three  months  ago  it  required 
the  second  effort  to  get  enough  people  together  to  organize  a 
Sunday-school,  an  excellent  Sunday-school  exists  to-day,  and 
since  its  organization  two  denominations  have  entered  the  field, 
and  steps-are  being  taken  which  will  doubtless  soon  result  in  the 
organization  of  a  church. 

A  very  gratifying  result  of  work  continued  under  difficulties 
came  to  my  notice  a  few  days  ago.  More  than  two  years  ago  I 
started  a  Sunday-school  in  a  neighborhood  where  there  was  not 
one  praying  man :  an  adjoining  district  furnished  a  superintend- 
ent. The  school  was  small,  composed  chiefly  of  children,  very 
few  of  the  parents  taking  any  interest  in  it.  After  a  few  months 
the  school  stopped  and  I  reorganized  it,  and  a  new  superintend- 
ent was  chosen,  who,  unfortunately,  could  not  pray.  The  school 
continued,  and  seemed  to  receive  more  attention  from  the  adults; 
a  good  library  was  purchased,  and  the  school  seemed  to  prosper. 
This  winter  a  protracted  meeting  was  held  ia  a  neighboring 
school-house,  and  a  number  from  this  school  attended  and  were 
converted.  The  superintendent  said  to  me,  "  I  sometimes  thought 
that  our  little  Sunday-school  was  not  doing  much  good,  but 
when  I  saw  my  scholars  seeking  the  Saviour  my  heart  rejoiced." 
And  with  his  scholars,  the  superintendent  himself  was  blessed. 
'•  Having  used  five  talents  well,"  a  good  sister  said,  *'  the  Lord  gave 
him  ten  talents ;"  and  he  can  now  open  his  school  with  prayer. 

Rev.  Wm.  M.  Wellman  reports : 

I  have  had  a  prosperous  year,  although  more  or  less  hindered 
by  sickness  in  my  family,  and  other  misfortune. 

I  have  organized  85  schools,  some  of  which  were  in  neigh- 
borhoods where  there  had  never  been  any  religious  meeting  held 
since  the  settlement  was  made.     In  one  place  the  superintend- 
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ent  said,  "  Our  people  have  never  known  when  Sunday  came  ;*' 
but  writing  soon  after  the  school  was  organized  said,  ^^  It  is  al» 
most  marvellous  to  see  what  a  change  has  been  wrought  in  oar 
community  since  this  Sunday-school  was  started.  A  few  weeks 
ago  the  Sabbath  was  spent  in  hunting,  fishine,  and  playing  balL 
Now  our  people  put  on  their  best  clothes  and  come  to  Sunday- 
school.  We  expect  regular  preaching  in  a  few  weeks.  Thank 
God  for  the  change,  wrought  through  your  help." 

From  different  reports  received,  I  conclude  that  about  100 
have  been  brought  from  darkness  to  light  through  the  influence 
of  these  schools ;  and  four  or  five  churches  have  grown  out  of 
them,  being  in  every  case  preceded  by  a  revival.  One  superin- 
tendent told  me,  a  short  time  ago,  ^'I  regard  the  American  Sun- 
day-School Union  as  the  greatest  evangelizing  institution  in  the 
land ;  at  least  it  is  doing  more  for  the  dark  places  than  any  other 
one." 

Only  last  week  I  received  a  call  from  a  neighborhood  fourteen 
miles  north :  ^^  Gome  and  help  us  organize  a  Union  Sunday-school. 
We  kept  up,  by  hard  work,  a  poor,  sickly  denominational  Sun- 
day-school last  summer  <ind  early  fall,  which  died  with  the  first 
frost;  and  we  are  now  unanimous  for  a  Union  school,  although  Ve 
are  nearly  all  members  of  the  one  church."  I  went  to  their  rescue 
last  Sunday,  when  I  found  an  intelligent  congregation  of  75, 
and,  upon  a  vote  taken,  every  one  in  the  house  voted  for  a  Union 
school,  which  was  accordingly  organized,  and  a  full  supply  of  our 
Lesson  Leaves  and  papers  ordered.  The  outlook  for  a  prosperous 
year's  work,  in  1880,  is  unusually  bright. 

One  man  arose  in  meeting,  where  I  organized  a  school  last 

month,  and  said,  ^'  I  am  a  member  of  the church,  and  I  am 

satisfied,  after  our  experience,  that  no  one  church  can  sustain  a 
profitable  school  in  this  county;  and  here  comes  a  man  who  seeks, 
upon  the  broad  platform  of  Christian  love  and  union,  to  unite  us 
as  Christian  brethren  in  a  Bible-school  for  the  instruction  of  our 
children  and  friends.  Let  us  all  take  hold  and  go  forward,  for 
this  looks  like  love,  and  seems  to  be  just  as  it  ought  to  be,  and 
to  be  the  true  spirit  of  Christ's  teaching."  The  Union  school 
was  organized,  is  doing  finely,  and  th^entire  neighborhood  is 
interested  and  attend  promptly. 

PACIFIC  COAST. 

J.  Wayne  Snowden  reports : 

The  success  has  been  more  than  from  any  previous  year's  labor 
on  the  coast,  and  the  work  promises  much  better  in  the  future. 
In  many  places  the  only  gospel  light  the  people  have  is  reflected 
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from  the  Union  Sunday-Bchool,  and  the  way  is  thus  prepared  for 
the  planting  of  the  church. 

Sahbath  desecration,  skepticism  and  all  other  isms  are  fearfully 
prevalent.  The  Bible  and  the  religion  it  teaches  are  despised 
and  ignored  by  many.  The  Christian  workers  in  the  villages 
and  rural  districts  are  few  and  weak,  and  need  just  such  aid 
as  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  can  give  them.  There 
have  been  five  conversions  reported  (doubtless  many  more),  and 
a  church  organized.     The  outlook  is  hopeful. 


NORTHWEST.     • 

F.  G.  Ensign,  Superintendent. 

The  rapid  growth  of  the  great  new  west,  during  the  past 
twenty-five  years,  has  been  wonderful.  The  average  annual 
increase  during  this  quarter  of  a  century  has  been  about  60,000 ; 
the  reports  indicate  that  not  less  than  820^000  people  have  settled 
in  these  States  in  1879. 

In  early  times  it  was  a  commendable  feat  for  a  railroad  com- 
pany to  complete  twenty-five  or  fifty  miles  of  road  in  a  year ;  but 
in  1879  one  company  is  said  to  have  made  five  hundred  miles  of 
new  road  in  the  "  new  west." 

These  facts  indictite  clearly  that  the  demand  for  pioneer  Sun- 
day-school missionary  work  is  far  greater  than  it  ever  was  before 
in  the  history  of  America ;  and  while  we  have  great  reason  to 
praise  the  Lord  for  all  the  Union  has  been  able  to  do  hitherto, 
and  especially  in  1879,  we  at  the  same  time  should  feel  a  weight 
of  responsibility  for  the  new  work  that  will  never  permit  us  to 
rest  from  our  efforts. 

We  need  fifty  additional  missionaries  in  the  northwest. 
There  is  work  for  every  one,  without  encroaching  upon  ground 
cultivated  by  any  one  else.  Several  men  of  wealth,  and  firms, 
have  assumed  each  the  support  of  a  missionary  in  this  wide  field, 
and  these  donors  express  great  satis&ction  with  the  results  of 
their  investments.  One  said :  ^^  I  am  abundantly  satisfied,"  and 
win  sustain  this  worker  as  long  as  he  lives.  Another  finds  his 
representative  is  doing  a  grand  work,  after  careful  inquiry  and 
examination.     A  third  invites  their  missionary  to  his  home  to 
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new  appreciation  hj  sending  $100  extra,  to  help  needy  Bchoola. 

When  our  vast  railroad  interests  can  call  for  and  receive  their 
millions  upon  millions  of  dollars  for  the  construction  of  new  or 
rival  lines,  and  these  millions  are  of  the  abundance,  the  surplus, 
that  is  not  needed  for  business  at  home,  does  it  seem  unreasonable 
to  hope  that  more  men  will  be  found  this  year  who  will  be  glad 
to  send  representatives  into  these  new  settlements,  to  labor  for 
them  and  plant  the  institutions  of  the  gospel  arid  win  the  chil- 
dren, who  are  now  uncared  for,  to  the  truth?  This  is  most 
emphatically  foundation  work,  and  that,  too,  which  will  remain 
when  marble  temples  are  crumbled  to  dust,  and  railroads  are 
things  of  the  past,  and  the  world  shall  be  rolled  together  as  a 
scroll,  and  eternity  shall  reveal  the  rich  treasures  of  God's  keep- 
ing ;  not  the  least  of  which  will  be,  '^  Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  unto 
one  of  the  least  *  *  *  ye  did  it  unto  me."  Of  the  fruits  of  this 
work  we  can  only  get  a  foretaste  now,  and  yet  enough  to  indicate 
what  will  be  the  quality  of  the  whole  when  that  shall  be  revealed 
to  the  assembled  universe. 

We  therefore  solicit,  especially,  the  thoughtful  attention  of  the 
benevolent  to  the  following  facts  from  our  missionaries.  Some 
of  them  have  not  been  able  to  speak.  Rev.  William  Metcalf^ 
now  sick  and  absent  from  his  field  for  health,  has  done  a  most 
excellent  work,  and  one  that  abides  the  test  of  years.  W.  G. 
dinger  retired  from  our  service  early  last  spring,  because  of 
failing  health  induced  by  over-work.  We  could  not  consent  to 
relinquish  our  hold  on  his  services,  so  valuable  and  wise,  until 
compelled  to  do  so.  We  hope  he  will  yet  be  one  of  our  workers. 
F.  S.  Jewett  gave  us  faithful  and  efficient  service  in  Dakota 
during  the  summer,  and  the  tokens  of  the  divine  &vor  are  upon 
his  work.  Who  will  bid  us  send  other  workers  into  these  new 
and  important  fields  ?  how  needy  and  how  hopeful  the  following 
from  our  faithful  men  at  the  front  will  indicate. 


P.  S. — After  the  above  was  written,  the  Superintendent  re- 
ceived a  note  from  one  of  the  most  widely  known  and  leading 
merchants  of  Chicago,  in  which  he  says :  "  To  learn  that  your 
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is  progressing  gives  me  great  pleasure.     It  is  impossible  to 
-estimate  the  importance  of  implanting  a  knowledge  of  God's 
d  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  children  of  our  frontier.     In 
few  brief  years  they  will  be  the  ruling  element.     If  their  mo- 
and  actions  are  correct,  then  a  good  condition  of  society 
ill  prevail.     Wishing  you  success  in  your  efforts,  I  am  yours, 
t;nily,  L.  Z.  L." 

D.  P.  Ward,  Southern  Dakota,  reports : 

My  work  in  Southeast  Dakota  commenced  last  April.  The 
first  part  of  the  season  was  devoted  to  the  organization  of  new 
schools.  Of  course  I  organize  new  schools  whenever  and  wher- 
ever I  can ;  but  in  these  western  fields  nearly  all  of  the  Sunday- 
scliools  are  organized  in  the  spring.  I  visited  but  one  or  two 
districts  where  they  had  no  Sunday-school  that  I  did  not  organ- 
ize one;  and  the  failures  were  on  account  of  having  no  house  in 
'^liwch  to  hold  Sunday-school.  Sometimes  I  have  had  to  go  five 
iles  to  get  a  superintendent. 
The  Sunday-schools  I  organized  have  been  as  successful  as 
iild  well  be  under  the  circumstances,  and  some  of  them  have 
**^«nthe  banner  Sunday-schools  of  the  county.  In  four  of  the 
f>l  mces  they  now  have  regular  preaching  service,  where  before 
« organization  of  the  Sunday-school  no  religious  service  had 
er  been  held.  I  think  steps  have  already  been  taken  to  organ- 
e  churches  in  two  of  those  places. 

A  part  of  the  Sunday-schools  organized  (three  or  four)  have 

in  places  where  Sunday-schools  have  been  held  and  the 

Id  abandoned  by  the  denominations  holding  service  there. 

The  last  part  of  the  year  has  been  given  to  visiting  and  en- 

^    ^uraging   feeble   Sunday-schools,  and   in  visiting  families   in 

^^>calities  that  were  neglected  by  the  churches ;  and  this  is  the 

T^itft  of  our  work  that  we  love  most,  and  believe  God  has  blessed 

^^  most  in. 

We  have  gone  into  scores  of  sod-houses  and  dug-outs,  and 
^ung  and  prayed  with  the  children,  that  never,  or  seldom,  had 
Ikeard  a  gospel  song  or  a  prayer  offered  in  their  home. 

One  thinff  that  I  have  labored  for  very  much  is  to  cultivate 
a  friendly  Christian  spirit  between  different  denominations,  and 
get  Christians  of  every  name  to  work  together  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  cause  of  Christ.  Many  ministers  that  were  afraid 
of  the  name  *' Union"  when  I  first  became  acquainted  with 
them  are  now  my  firmest  friends. 

Grod  has  given  me  a  voice  to  sing,  and  during  the  last  part  of 
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my  work  I  held  a  song  service,  one  or  two  every  week ;  and 
everywhere  I  went  I  had  to  lead  in  singing.  Almost  every  con- 
vention or  picnic  that  I  attended  I  had  to  take  charge  of  a  chil- 
dren's meeting. 

The  longer  I  staid  there  the  more  I  found  to  do,  and  I  wm 
compelled  to  disappoint  many  places  that  I  wanted  to  visit  very 
much.  One  can  scarcely  realize  the  need  of  a  missionary  in 
these  western  fields.  The  schools  have  to  be  helped  and  encoar- 
aged,  and  not  a  day  passes  but  what  I  have  almost  scores  of 
questions  to  answer  and  little  difficulties  to  settle.  Of  course 
some,  and  in  fact  many,  of  the  schools  organized  are  self-sustain- 
ing from  the  very  first. 

L.  E.  Benton,  Central  Nebraska: 

I  canvassed  Lancaster  county  looking  towards  the  organiu- 
tion  of  a  county  Sunday-school  association,  which  was  effected, 
and  was  considered  a  success  by  all  who  attended.  There  were 
some  twenty  schools  represented,  from  various  parts  of  the 
county,  and  there  was  a  feeling  of  interest  for  each  other  ex- 
hibited between  the  Sunday-school  workers  of  the  county  that 
was  pleasing  to  see,  so  that  the  prospect  for  the  Sunday-schod 
work  in  Lancaster  county  is  quite  hopeful. 

TliC  first  Sunday  in  January  I  helped  to  organize  the  Ilaile- 
wood  Sunday-school,  in  a  district  where  they  nad  no  religions 
privileges  of  any  kind.  The  first  Sunday  in  February  I  went  to 
look  after  them,  and  they  wanted  me  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings 
with  thuni.  So  I  remained  for  two  weeks,  holding  prayer-meet- 
ings in  the  afternoons,  and  preaching  in  the  evenings.  The 
meetings  had  to  be  held  in  private  houses,  yet  they  were  well 
attended,  and  a  good  degree  of  interest  was  manifested,  with 
several  conversions,  mostly  of  3'oung  married  people.  I  tried  to 
make  arran;:ements  with  parties  in  Lincoln  to  go  out  there,  so 
that  they  could  have  preaching  every  Sunday.  I  am  in  hopes 
that  a  cliurcli  may  be  organized  there,  so  that  the  good  woik 
that  is  started  will  go  on  and  increase. 

Swan  City  is  one  of  the  oldest  places  in  the  State,  and  which 
for  several  years  was  quite  a  thriving  place.  There  is  a  grist- 
mill, wliH'h  keeps  a  few  families,  an«l  there  is  quite  a  farming 
community  about  here.  With  the  business  and  population  went 
the  religious  privileges  also,  and  for  two  or  three  years  they 
have  ha<l  neither  church  nor  Sunday-school  till  last  December, 
when  I  helped  them  to  organize  a  Sunday-school. 

Some  two  weeks  ago  I  received  a  note  from  them,  asking  me 
to  come  and  preach  to  them.  I  trust  some  good  was  done.  The 
people  say  that  there  has  been  a  marked  change  in  the  morals 
of  the  place  since  the  Sunday-school  started. 
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IT.  D.  Hillis,  Southwestern  Nebraska,  reports : 

Por  the  delightful  and,  I  trust,  profitable  year's  work  in  the 
Sunday-school  cause  I  am  very  thankful.  The  people  have  wel- 
oomed  gladly  both  the  missionary  and  the  Sunday-school.  I  have 
>Teanized  25  new  schools;  assisted  in  reorganizing  and  otherwise 
ided  98  others;  held  14  conventions;  distributed  411  Bibles 
>iid  Testaments ;  delivered  120  addresses. 

TESTIMONY  OF  A  FORMER  PRESBYTERIAN  HOME  MISSIONARY. 

With  great  pleasure  do  I  testify  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Ameri- 
Sunday-School  Union  in  carrying  the  gospel  to  those  other- 
■^vise  not  provided  with  the  teachings  of  God*s  word.     In  the 
Republican  Valley,  where  I  labored  last  year,  I  am  free  to  admit 
*io  agency  accomplished  the  real  good  that  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union  did,  under  the  skillful  management  of  the  agent  in 
"tlat  place.     Those  not  having  the  stated  preaching  of  God's 
'''ord,  in  remote  parts  of  those  sparsely  settled  counties,  were 
BQide  glad  by  the  coming  of  the  genial  and  devoted  N.  D.  Hillis, 
**tt«  Sunday-school  vian^'*  and  the  organization  of  a  Sunday- 
school.     In  several  places,  the  names  of  which  I  might  now  men- 
tion, church  organizations  were  the  results.     All  classes  received 
with  open  arms  the  American  Sunday-School  Union's  agent,  in- 
cluding infidels  and  the  members  of  all  the  different  denomina- 
tions.   The  rough  but  kind-hearted  **  cow-boy"  of  the  plains, 
»^d  the  homesteaders  in  their  ^^sod-houses'*  and  ^^ dug-outs,'* 
Were  niade  better  and  happier  at  his  coming  among  them.     Eter- 
^^J  alone  will  reveal  the  good  accomplished. 

Rev.  J.  II.  BuRLisoN, 

Bartard,  Neb.,  formerly  Home  Missionary  in  the  liepuhlican  Valley, 
TESTIMONY  OF  A  CONGREGATIONAL  PASTOR. 

I  want  to  speak  of  the  work  of  the  American  Sunday-School 
^nion  in  this  '*  far  west,"  known  as  the  Republican  Valley.     The 
'i^'Wd  completed  to  this  point  last  summer  is  now  in  active  opera- 
tion fifty  miles  further  west,  pushing  its  way  on  to  Denver,  Col., 
*ith  new  towns  rapidly  springing  up  all  along  the  line,     I  am 
free  to  say,  from  what  I  have  seen,  that  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union  is  doing  a  pioneer  work  in  this  valley  that  could  be 
Jone  by  no  other  agency.    Emigration  is  pouring  in,  and  there  is 
Work  for  more  active  young  men  such  as  the  one  you  have  here 
now.     The  harvest  is  great,  while  the  laborers  are  too  few.     It  is 
very  evident  to  me,  from  what  I  have  seen,  that  the  young  best 
reach  the  young,  of  which  a  new  country  is  mostly  made  up,  while 
they  also  have  the  needed  life,  energy,  and  endurance  for  this 


pioneer  work.     We  have  two  Union  Sunday-schools  in  our  liitl^ 
village,  one  on  each  side  of  the  creek  which  runs  through  and  tlni^[ 
divides  the  town  ;  one  of  tlicm  numbering  over  a  hundred  in  i 
average  attendance,  each  Sabbath,  of  children  and  young  people. 
It  must  be  Union  Sunday-schools  or  nothing,  even  in  the  towns, 
in  a  new  country  like  this. 

J.  M.  S., 

Pastor  Congregational  Church,  Riverton,  Neb* 

A.  R.  Wightman,  Northeastern  Nebraska,  reports : 

For  the  year  just  closed  the  ravages  of  the  grasshopper  have 
been  very  slight ;  better  guards  have  been  provided  against  fires; 
the  crops  bring  good  prices,  and  a  feeling  of  confidence  has  taken 
the  place  of  discouragement. 

The  immigration  has  been  very  large,  and  the  promise  of  a 
swarm  of  new  settlers  in  the  spring  is  already  being  fulfilled. 
This  mass  of  new-comers  must  be  reached  at  once ;  and  experi- 
ence shows  that  the  Sunday-School  Union  is  one  of  the  most 
efficient  agencies  for  doing  this  work. 

One  of  the  first  enterprises  undertaken  in  these  new  neighbor- 
hoods is  to  build  a  school-house ;  and  we  aim  to  be  on  hand,  and 
see  to  it  that  the  Bible  goes  into  the  new  sod-house  side  by  aide 
with  the  arithmetic  and  spelling-book. 

My  experience  is  that  the  work  in  these  new  communities  is 
more  successful  than  in  many  of  the  older  ones.  I  have  in  mind 
now  two  places  where  regular  preaching  has  followed  the  Sunday- 
school,  and  in  one  of  them  a  revival  with  several  converts  followed. 

County  associations  have  been  organized  for  five  counties,  and 
an  increasing  interest  in  the  work  has  been  the  result. 

The  necessities  of  this  field  were  never  greater  than  now,  and 
the  promise  of  abundant  success  was  never  brighter. 

J.  P.  Gage,  Northern  Nebraska,  reports : 

Tlie  service  of  the  past  year  has  differed  from  previous  years 
only  in  its  increase. 

Despite  the  increased  number  of  new  schools  formed,  and  the 
unusual  interest  in  doing  better  work  in  older  schools,  there  has 
never  been  a  time  since  I  entered  this  field  when  there  were  so 
many  little  neighborhoods  needing  Sunday-schools,  or  so  many 
existing  schools  needing  aid  and  encouragement.  I  have  been 
busier  the  past  year  than  ever  before,  and  happier ;  for  the  added 
years  of  toil  only  serve  to  give  me  greater  love  for  my  work  and 
more  faith  in  it.  Again  and  again  I  say  to  myself — as  other 
careful  observers  say  of  it — there  is  no  other  work  equal  to  it  in 
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QEyangelizing  our  new  west.  Penominational  churches  are  needed 
uid  are  sure  to  be  organized ;  but  for  reaching  out  and  meeting 
the  actual  needs  of  a  mixed  people  of  every  shade  of  religious 
belief  and  unbelief,  none  of  these  societies  can  at  all  compare  with 
the  American  Sunday-School  Union.  All  our  work — the  work  of 
these  various  societies — is  a  mutual  work.  We  are  workers  to- 
gether with  him  whose  we  are  and  whom  we  serve.  And  Chris- 
tisn  people  in  Nebraska  are  coming  to  recognize  this  fact  as  they 
have  not  always  before. 

J.  S.  Love,  Western  Iowa,  reports : 

Sunday-school  work  over  a  great  portion  of  my  field,  during 
fhe  past  year,  has  decidedly  improved.  We  no  longer  consider 
the  Sunday-school  as  a  school  for  children  only,  but  as  a  Bible 
class  for  parents  and  children.  We  are  slowly  learning  how  to 
do  the  work  better  than  formerly,  and  becoming  more  interested 
and  more  enthusiastic  in  it. 

In  years  gone  by  we  found  it  diflScult  to  persuade  parents  that 
taey  had  a  work  to  do  in  the  Sunday-school.  They  seemed  to 
think  they  conferred  a  great  favor  if  they  sent  their  children ; 

Iow,  in  many  of  our  schools,  we  have  entire  classes  of  men  and 
'omeri,  each  one  adhering  to  a  creed  different  from  the  other. 
In  a  class  of  thirteen  adults  which  I  taught,  one  Sunday,  seven 
denominations  were  represented.  I  then  thought  a  Union  Sun- 
daj-8chool  was  the  best  thing  for  bringing  people  out  of  sectarian 
anclosures. 

Perhaps  a  few  extracts  from  letters  recently  received  from 
fDperintendents  will  convey  as  correct  an  idea  of  the  work  being 
done  as  anything  that  could  be  said.  And  they  are  all  from 
points  where  neither  Sunday-school  nor  church  had  been  till  your 
missionary  went  there. 

One  says :  "  Our  school  is  in  prime  condition.  More  interest 
now,  and  lessons  better  prepared,  than  ever  before.  Unquestion- 
ably we  have  the  best  school  in  the  county." 

Another  says :  ^^  Our  school  is  doing  well,  increasing  in  useful- 
ness every  week ;  our  prosperity  is  not  from  any  greater  ability 
we  possess,  but  from  that  enthusiasm  you  have  ever  tried  to  in- 
ipire  us  with.  We  have  a  ^number  one'  school ;  come  over  and 
ijee  us;  we  have  preaching  every  two  weeks." 

A  lady  superintendent  says:  "I  am  very  much  encouraged 
m  my  work;   lessons  well  prepared;    everything  moves  along 
pnoothly ;  prayer-meeting  well  attended." 
^   Another  lady  says :  ^'  It  is  surprising  to  see  the  change  in  the 

Shole  settlement  since  our  school  commenced.     Dancing  parties, 
lat  80  many,  young  and  old,  attended,  are  now  seldom  heard  o£ 
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Hope,  when  spring  opens,  we  will  get  some  one  to  preach  for  u. 
Do  visit  us  as  often  as  you  can." 

Another  superintendent  says :  "  Every  week  adds  new  interest 
to  our  school ;  soon  we  will  have  every  child  in  the  district  en- 
listed under  our  banner;  some  of  the  parents  are  very  much 
interested,  and  say  the  Sunday-school  is  just  the  place  for  train- 
ing children." 

Another  says :  "  Almost  from  the  first  we  had  an  excellent 
school,  and  it  improves  all  the  time.  We  had  four  boys  last 
Sunday  that  never  were  in  a  Sunday-school  before.  Prayer- 
meeting  well  attended  by  teachers  and  older  scholars." 

I  might  add  many  more  to  this  list,  but  these  will  suffiee. 
None  of  the  schools  referred  to  are  yet  ten  months  old ;  though 
young,  they  are  sowing  good  seed,  and  after  awhile  the  church 
will  reap  the  harvest. 

TESTIMONY    OF   A   PASTOR. 

In  taking  a  ride  with  a  Sunday-school  missionary,  about  a  year 
ago,  I  was  impressed  with  the  great  importance  of  this  department 
of  Christian  work.  As  we  passed  a  school-house,  not  far  firom 
the  village,  I  remarked  that  there  ought  to  be  a  Sabbath-school 
there.  The  missionary,  acting  upon  my  suggestion,  very  soon 
organized  a  Sunday-school  in  that  neighborhood,  which  continue! 
an  evergreen  school ;  and,  besides  this,  there  has  been  for  several 
months  regular  preaching  there  once  in  two  weeks,  in  connection 
with  the  Sunday-school. 

As  we  drove  on  many  miles  out  on  the  open  prairie,  among  a 
people  who  do  not  and  will  not  attend  religious  services  in  the 
villages,  it  occurred  to  me  that  a  very  large  number  of  our  people 
would  bo  almost  entirely  without  religious  instruction  wereitnot 
for  the  Sunday-schools  established  here  and  there  in  their  midst 
If  the  churches  could  send  out  ministers  to  preach  in  each  neigh- 
borhood, the  people,  through  want  of  means,  lack  of  interest,  or 
denominational  preferences,  could  not  sustain  them.  But  a  Sun- 
day-school costs  but  little,  is  not  denominational,  and  nearly  all 
heads  of  families,  and  young  people  especially,  will  take  an  in- 
terest in  it. 

If,  then,  Sunday-schools  are  not  planted  all  through  theeft 
remote  regions,  what  shall  our  young  people  do  ?  They  will 
undoubtedly  spend  the  Sabbath  running  to  and  fro,  visiting  and 
engaging  in  various  sinful  amusements. 

At  the  semi-annual  Sunday-school  Convention  of  Pottawatomie 
county,  last  fall,  it  was  reported  that  four  years  ago  there  were 
but  fifteen  Sunday-schools  in  the  county  ;  whereas  there  are  now 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty.     A  faithful,  earnest  Sunday-school 
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missionaiT,  such  as  we  have  in  Pottawatomie  county,  is  a  fore- 
i^nner  of  the  home  missionary  work  of  the  church.  May  the 
Lord  prosper  him  and  all  his  co-workers,  is  the  earnest  wish  of 
your  correspondent. 

G.  M.  Lodge, 

Pastor  in  Avoca, 

G.  M.  F.  Chessington,  Northwestern  Iowa,  reports : 

In  looking  over  the  work  of  two  years,  I  find  that  of  the  year 
just  closed  has,  in  most  particulars,  more  than  doubled  my  work 
of  the  first  year. 

I  have  accomplished  more,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  and 
bnve  found  more  demands  coming  upon  me  from  all  directions 
than  during  the  year  previotis. 

Of  the  fourteen  new  schools  organized,  all  but  one  were  estab- 
lished at  points  where  there  had  never  been  a  Sunday-school  be- 
^V^re,  and  no  regular  religious  service ;  and  at  most  of  them  no 
^'^ligious  service  of  any  kind  had  ever  been  held. 

A  growing  interest  is  manifest,  on  my  field,  in  a  work  that 
the  children  and  youth,  and  whose  mission  it  is  to  constantly 
ncrease  the  number  of  workers  engaged  in  teaching  the  truth  of 
ur  God's  salvation  by  our  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ. 


G.  S.  Billings,  Iowa,  reports : 

Although  laboring  in  Northern  Iowa,  I  may  say  that  the  south 

"^ind  has  passed  over  my  fields.    I  have  conducted  two  conventions, 

^ft>e8ides  assisting  in  several  otlier  conventions.     I  delivered  130 

sermons  and  addresses,  which,  I  am  happy  to  say,  have  tokens  of 

lis  blessing  in  the  conversion  of  some,  and  quickening  of  many 

Christians.     I  desire  to  bear  record  to  the  growth  and  efficiency 

of  schools  before  organized;  and  also  to  the  fact  that  our  schools 

have  enjoyed  a  constant  revival  and  now  look  forward  to  the  day 

when  they  shall  own  a  chapel.     This,  with  the  fact  that  other 

schools  report  from  two  to  twenty-five  conversions,  leads  me  to 

exclaim  with  the  psalmist,  '^Praise  ye  the  Lord.'' 

R.  F.  Sulzer,  Minnesota,  reports : 

Ten  months  ago  I  commenced  my  mission  work  on  this  field. 
My  labors  have  extended  through  Southern  Minnesota  and 
Northern  Iowa.  In  looking  over  the  field  and  seeing  the  many 
more  schools  engaged  in  the  study  of  the  Word  of  God,  this  winter, 
I  feel  that  the  Lord  has  greatly  blessed  our  work  the  past  year, 
in  Btirring  up  a  deeper  interest  in  the  Sunday-school  cause  among 
the  many  destitute  and  needy  localities.     The  liberal  donations 
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in  tho  way  of  papers  and  books,  which  the  American  Snndsy- 
School  Union  has  made  to  these  schools,  has  greatly  encouraged 
them  to  keep  open  all  winter. 

The  few  Christian  workers  that  are  engaged  in  teaching  the 
Word  of  God  in  our  country  Sunday-schools  have  much  to  con- 
tend with,  and  need  cheering  up  and  some  one  to  encourage  them 
often  ;  especially  where  the  larger  part  of  the  community  is  made 
up  of  foreigners  who  are  not  very  much  in  sympathy  with  Sun- 
day-school work.  I  organized  a  school  in  a  district  where  only 
one  American  family  lives.  Two  Christian  young  ladies  of  this 
family  act  as  superintendent  and  secretary.  About  a  month  after 
it  was  organized,  40  children  were  gathered  in  it  on  one  Sabbath. 
Their  preacher,  Mr.  P.,  hearing  of  this,  went  and  forbade  the 
parents  to  send  the  children ;  and  the  result  was,  only  about  6 
children,  instead  of  40,  were  out  the  following  Sabbath.  I  en- 
couraged the  school  (what  was  left  of  it),  and  furnished  such  helps 
as  would  make  it  attractive  and  bring  back  the  children.  I  went 
through  the  deep  snow  and  cold  last  Sunday  to  visit  this  school; 
found  a  good  attendance  and  full  of  promise. 

In  one  community  in  Iowa,  I  was  informed  they  could  have  no 
Sunday-school,  for  they  never  could  unite  enough  to  have  any- 
thing. I  organized  the  school  last  summer ;  it  has  been  kept  up 
all  winter.  I  received  some  cheering  words  from  the  superintend- 
ent :  "  Our  Sunday-school  is  doing  splendidly.  The  attendance 
is  good  and  still  on  an  increase.  Last  Sunday  evening  we  had 
a  rousing  concert;  the  house  was  full,  and  we  had  a  pleasant 
and  I  hope  a  profitable  time.  We  have  preaching  now  every 
Sabbath." 

The  31  schools  organized,  the  720  families  visited,  and  the  818 
Bibles  and  Testaments  distributed  among  them  is  but  a  shadow 
of  the  work  that  needs  to  be  done. 

J.  M.  Richardson,  Western  Minnesota,  reports : 

Good  reports  come  in  from  all  quarters.  One  superintendent, 
a  lady,  writes:  "Our  Sunday-school  has  revived  wonderfully 
since  you  supplied  us  with  papers  and  means  to  carry  it  on  with.  ' 
Another  writes :  "  I  was  sick  one  week,  and  that  is  the  only  time. 
I  have  been  absent.  We  have  a  splendid  little  school.  *  *  * 
They  are  faithful  and  God  is  blessing  us  in  our  good  work." 

Some  places  were  entirely  destitute  of  the  gospel,  never  having 
had  either  a  Sunday-school  or  meeting.  One  settlement,  especially, 
had  been  trying  for  six  years  to  start  a  Sunday-school,  and  when 
we  finally  succeeded  in  organizing  one,  they  were  greatly  elated, 
having  no  thought  of  its  ever  closing,  and  begged  me  to  send 
them  a  minister — the  usual  sequence  of  a  Sunday-school. 
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ThonBands  of  immigrants  have  poured  into  tho  western  part  of 
iK^y  field  during  the  last  summer,  and  scattered  over  a  vast  prairie 
^v-liich,  if  well  sown  in  the  spring,  promises  an  abundant  harvest. 

"  Oh,  where  are  the  reapers  that  garner  in 
The  sheaves  of  good  from  the  fields  of  sin? 
With  sickles  of  truth  must  the  work  be  done." 

John  Irwin  reports  from  Northern  Minnesota  and  Dakota : 

Nearly  all  towns  on  the  Dakota  Division  of  Northern  Pacific 
^ilroaa  have  Union  Sunday-schools.    All  the  settlements,  north 
d  south,  along  the  line  of  the  road,  have  been  organized,  visited 
^  aided. 

Some  attention  has  been  given  to  the  work  of  temperance.  In 
^e  place  34  signed  the  pledge ;  in  another,  4 ;  and  one  saloon 
^tired  from  business. 

Conversions  have  taken  place  in  several  of  these  settlements ; 
nd  although  a  true  estimate  of  the  number  of  converts  cannot 
always  be  given,  yet  I  know  of  six  in  one  and  eleven  in  another ; 
*^~d  m  all  of  them  a  deep  interest  in  the  study  of  God's  Word. 
During  the  cold  weather,  with  the  thermometer  often  ranging 
rem  20°  to  68®  below  zero,  the  work  of  organizing  new  schools 
as  been  somewhat  retarded ;  but  in  most  of  our  settlements  the 
"tegular  appointments  have  been  kept  up.  Many  of  our  schools 
"meet  in  houses  and  log-cabins,  where  there  are  no  school-houses, 
and  where  but  few  townships  have  been  named.  Oftentimes 
townships  are  named  after  schools  thus  organized.  I  have  on 
my  roll  "  Willow  Grove,"  "  Elm  Grove,"  &c.,  &c.  Many  of  our 
people  are  poor.  They  come  here  to  find  homes.  We  meet 
them  with  the  Union  Sunday-school. 

My  heart  was  touched  yesterday.  Saw  a  little  boy,  who  had 
been  badly  frozen,  trying  to  read  the  Bible  to  his  mother.  Both 
arms  had  to  be  amputated,  and  his  feet  are  in  a  terrible  condition. 
In  this  family  four  were  frozen  to  death.  A  mother,  son,  and 
daughter  are  left.  They  were  moving  from  one  claim  shanty  to 
another,  and  were  caught  in  a  blinding  snow  storm,  and  were  out 
of  firewood.  They  belonged  to  one  of  our  schools  organized  last 
summer. 

D.  n.  Mason,  Northern  Central  Minnesota,  reports : 

The  county  conventions,  at  five  of  which  I  was  present,  were 
not  a  whit  behind  those  of  former  years  in  point  of  excellence. 

Mr.  Henry  Plant,  as  formerly,  was  called  upon  for  his  valuable 
help.     Those  who  love  the  Word  never  tire  of  his  instructions. 

It  is  not  unfrequently  the  case  that  persons  walk,  ride  horse- 
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back,  or  come  in  lumber  wagons  10,  15,  20,  or  25  miles  to  enjoy 
the  benefits  of  these  occasions. 

Several  churches  have  this  year  been  established  upon  the 
ground  of  our  previous  organizations.  Looking  over  the  field  of 
the  past,  I  count  14  churches  of  one  particular  denomination 
(Congregational)  which  were  preceded  by  our  schools.  Be  all 
the  honor  and  praise  to  God  for  his  blessings  upon  this  agency 
in  preparing  the  way  for  the  advancement  of  his  kingdom. 

During  the  summer  I  was  called  four  weeks  from  my  field  to 
introduce  and  initiate  the  two  newly- appointed  Sunday-school 
missionaries,  who,  I  am  glad  to  say,  are  doing  a  noble  work. 

I  spent  two  weeks  in  attending  the  Minnetonka  Sunday-School 
Assembly,  precious  privilege  to  me,  but  hence  the  reduced  num- 
ber of  Sunday-schools  organized  for  the  year. 

The  time  spent  in  the  distribution  of  clothing  and  Christmas 
presents  sent  from  the  East  has  been  a  decided  advantage;  for, 
by  this  means,  the  schools  have  been  revived  and  quickened  and 
many  new  scholars  gathered  in.  The  good  done  bids  fair  to  be- 
come permanent. 

It  is  still  quite  a  prevalent  idea  with  many  that  our  country 
schools  cannot  survive  the  rigors  of  our  winters.  With  abundant 
proofs  to  the  contrary  in  ordinary  circumstances,  I  am  endeavoring 
to  meet  and  answer  the  objections ;  hence  I  have  devoted  much 
time  to  holding  meetings  where  schools  have  '^closed  out"  till 
spring,  inciting  the  workers  to  determined  effort,  instructing  as 
to  the  best  methods  for  work,  furnishing  fresh  supplies  and  cloth- 
ing, as  far  as  possible,  to  the  really  destitute.  The  results  have 
been  very  gratifying.  At  every  attempt  the  schools  have  been 
revived  and  are  usually  prospering  better  than  ever  before. 

This  new  country  is  developing  rapidly.  Scores  of  new  settle- 
ments are  being  formed,  improvements  are  being  made  on  every 
hand,  new  villages  are  springiiig  up,  towns  are  having  thrifty  and 
permanent  growth,  and  religious,  as  well  as  educational,  privileges 
are  demanded  by  the  j)eople.     These  are  being  fast  supplied. 

The  old  log  school-houses  are  giving  place  to  neat  frame  build- 
ings, and  the  standard  of  education  is  on  the  rise.  Our  normal 
schools,  than  which  there  are  no  better  in  the  land,  are  furnishing 
the  country  with  professional  teachers,  usually  of  high  moral  ex- 
cellence. 

M.  B.  Lewis,  Central  Minnesota,  reports : 

The  work  of  the  Sunday-school  missionary  is  evidently  a  spir- 
itual one  of  faith,  hope  and  love ;  therefore,  when  we  are  called  upon 
to  tabulate  a  report,  to  give  statistics  of  influences  bearing  upon  the 
spirit  and  sentiment  of  a  community,  we  hesitate  lest  our  want  of 
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power  in  readine  tbe  heart  lead  us  to  announce  results  hoped  for 
and  yet  not  realized. 

In  the  25  new  schools  organized  during  the  year  we  are  laying 
the  foundations ;  and  our  hopes  are  sanguine,  for  we  have  the 
promise  that  '^  He  that  goeth  forth  and  weepeth,  bearing  precious 
seed,  shall  doubtless  come  again  with  rejoicing,  bringing  his 
sheaves  with  him." 

We  are  rejoicing  now  over  gathered  sheaves  as  the  fiscal  year 
closes.  Some  of  the  86  of  our  older  schools  visited  and  aided  are 
reaping  a  rich  harvest  in  souls  saved.  We  have  carried  the  gos- 
pel of  peace  and  glad  tidings  to  over  6000  different  persons  in 
general  gatherings,  and  into  lonely,  isolated  homes. 

We  have  seen  strong  men  break  and  bow  in  the  presence  of 
the  Infinite,  crushed  with  the  weight  of  sin,  and  weep  before  the 
mercy  seat,  seeking  and  finding  forgiveness. 

The  Word  as  taught  in  our  Sabbath-schools,  on  our  prairies, 
and  in  the  woods,  has  laid  the  basis  of  an  intelligent  Christianity. 
In  Hartland  the  entire  community  seemed  to  bo  wrought  upon. 
Thirteen  united  with  the  little  church  in  the  woods,  while  others 
will  cast  their  lot  in  with  two  or  three  other  denominations  nearest. 
In  one  school,  a  little  girl  who  had  never  been  taught  of  Jesus 
as  her  Saviour  learned  to  love  that  name.  The  day  she  died 
there  was  nothing  that  could  awaken  an  interest,  not  the  love  of 
friends  and  teachers ;  but  when  the  name  of  Jesus  was  mentioned, 
as  her  Saviour,  she  turned  her  large  dark  eyes  upon  the  Sunday- 
school  missionary,  and  with  a  radiant  face  repeated,  '^  Jesus, 
Jesus." 

A  man  of  over  60  years  writes  from  another  locality,  where 
there  was  no  gospel  preached :  "  When  I  received  your  letter 
saying  you  were  coming,  I  sat  down  and  wept  tears  of  joy.  In 
the  Sabbath-school  God*s  full  grace  was  bestowed  upon  a  large 
number,  and  now  we  can  rely  upon  a  good  working  force  to  carry 
forward  the  school  where  there  were  but  two  before." 

Another,  writing  for  the  benefit  of  his  large  school,  says: 
"  Nearly  all  of  the  people  are  poor,  many  of  them  having  lost 
their  property  before  coming  West,  and  it  is  up-hill  work  raising 
money.  Our  Sunday-school  Voted  you  our  sincere  thanks  for 
the  gift  of  papers,  &c." 

But  this  must  suffice,  with  the  single  thought  that  the  work 
has  been  signally  blessed  throughout  the  entire  year. 

"  Faith  has  come  by  hearing,  and  hearing  by  the  Word  of  God." 

S.  M.  Love,  Central  Wisconsin,  reports : 

My  work  has  been  manifold  in  its  character.  A  portion  of  my 
field  being  entirely  new,  and  the  remainder  having  been  bat  par- 
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tially  cultivated  and  given  over  to  skepticism  and  unbelief,  new 
and  hitherto  untried  methods  had  to  be  introduced,  in  order,  if 
possible,  to  uproot  those  tendencies  which  lead  to  a  disregard  of 
the  Bible  and  to  an  utter  rejection  of  the  truth. 

To  organize  a  Sunday-school  in  a  community  where  Christianity 
is  unpopular,  the  Sabbath  desecrated,  and  the  Bible  set  at  naught, 
is  no  easy  matter ;  but  to  keep  a  Sunday-school  alive  in  such  a 
place,  and  to  gain  the  confidence  of  such  a  people  and  their  re- 
spect for  the  truths  of  God's  word,  requires  "  that  wisdom  which 
is  from  above."  Such  results  are  not  accomplished  in  a  day. 
Years  of  increasing  effort  may^  and  in  many  instances  on  my  field 
wilU  be  necessary  to  bring  about  these  results. 

Two  years  ago,  to  keep  up  a  Sunday-school  through  the  winter 
was  considered  by  the  greater  portion  of  our  people  next  to  an 
impossibility.  The  past  winter  nearly  all  my  schools  were  in  a 
very  interesting  condition,  full  of  life  and  with  bright  prospects 
for  the  future.  Two  years  ago  only  two  or  three  schools  could 
be  brought  to  realize  the  importance  of  a  Sunday-school  library, 
or  to  make  the  least  effort  in  that  direction.  During  the  past 
year  I  have  supplied  20  of  my  schools  with  libraries,  composed 
of  the  choicest  selections  of  books,  that  are  now  out  on  their 
mission  of  love  and  mercy  throughout  those  communities.  To 
accomplish  this,  and  to  educate  the  people  in  giving^  as  well  as  in 
the  other  branches  of  Sunday-school  work — this,  too,  requires 
time  and  perseverance  without  measure. 

During  the  year  I  have  held  union  meetings  for  general 
drill  in  Sunday-school  work,  held  institutes  and  conducted  district 
and  county  Sunday-school  conventions.  In  my  Sunday-school 
and  other  addresses  delivered,  I  have  had  the  privilege  of  pre- 
senting the  Sunday-school  cause  and  that  of  the  Bible  to  over 
seven  thousand  persons.  That  this  alone  is  exerting  its  influence 
upon  the  minds  of  the  people  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  many 
of  them  came  four,  five,  and  six  miles  to  attend  those  meetings. 
This,  however,  is  but  a  small  portion  of  the  means  used  in  carrying 
on  the  work  of  educating  this  people,  and  in  elevating  their  chil- 
dren and  youth  in  the  scale  of  moral  and  intelligent  beings.  The 
families  and  individuals  that  have  been  supplied  with  Bibles  and 
Testaments  are  thus  brought  into  closer  personal  contact  with 
the  word  of  life;  and  when  our  Sunday-school  periodicals,  to- 
gether with  lesson-papers  and  other  valuable  helps  for  the  study 
of  the  Bible,  can  be  placed  in  those  homes — heretofore  so  dark 
and  desolate — with  such  seed-sowing  it  might  well  be  asked, 
"  What  shall  the  harvest  be  ?" 

Our  county  and  district  conventions  are  not  now  what  they 
were  when  first  organized  one  and  two  years  ago.     Then  it  was 
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**all  the  way  up-hill"  to  make  those  meetings  interesting;  now 
those  meetings  are  eagerly  anticipated,  and  the  interest  in  them 
is  80  general  that  during  the  past  winter  it  has  been  difficult  in 
some  places  to  find  a  house  large  enough  for  our  accommodation. 
These  meetings  give  great  emphasis  to  our  work,  and  develop  the 
latent  powers  of  our  teachers  more  than  any  single  effort  we  have 
yet  put  forth. 

W.  H.  Beach,  Southern  Illinois,  reports : 

My  field  of  labor  embraces  ten  counties,  lying  in  a  semi-circle, 
irith  the  city  of  Alton  as  its  centre.  It  has  a  population  of  about 
250,000,  with  a  large  German  element  in  it.  Forty  years  ago 
this  was  frontier.  At  that  time  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union  was  planting  schools  here  and  sowing  seed.  Now  these 
schools  are  churches,  multiplied  thirty,  sixty,  and  one  hundred 
fold.  And  if — in  spite  of  overwhelming  tides  of  population, 
Catholic,  infidel,  and  all  sorts,  that  have  oeen,  from  that  day  to 
this,  surging  over  it  and  into  it — this  great  and  expanding  section 
of  our  country  can  now  be  said  to  be  Christian,  it  must  be  re- 
ferred, no  doubt,  mainly  to  forces  and  influences  set  in  motion 
by  this  Society  at  that  time. 

The  results  of  my  observation  for  a  year  are  such  as  to  impress 
on  my  mind  the  conviction  that  there  has  never  been  a  time,  since 
its  organization  in  1824,  when  the  Society's  operations  and  its 
ministries  were  more  imperatively  demanded  than  now,  especially 
in  rural  districts  and  amongst  scattered  populations.  There  are 
fields  that  will  never  grow  beyond  the  necessity  of  its  literature, 
its  missionaries,  or  its  fostering  care.  And  in  all  this  there  must 
be  reiteration  and  permanency  of  effort  and  high  endeavor,  that 
it  may  hold  them  for  Christ.  No  merely  denominational  organi- 
sation can  do  it.  Some  one  must  do  it  or  they  must  be  relegated 
to  Satan  and  '*  a  power  beyond  the  Tiber,"  as  Mr.  Cook  wouldsay. 

The  visible  results  of  my  work  for  a  year  have  been:  24  schools 
organized ;  three  largo  out-door  conventions,  mainly  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  organizea  and  presided 
over  by  myself;  earnest  work  in  three  county  conventions,  one 
of  which  brought  together  not  less  than  five  thousand  people ; 
work  also  in  not  less  than  twenty  conventions  of  less  note,  con- 
nected with  the  State  convention. 

In  addition  to  work  above  referred  to,  I  have  done  something 
incidentally  in  the  temperance  cause,  have  been  in  Sunday-schools 
whenever  I  could  be,  for  a  word  of  encouragement,  and  in  revival 
work  somewhat.  I  have  attended  the  meetings  of  Presbytery  and 
Synod  of  Illinois  South,  and  secured  their  hearty  endorsement 
of  your  Society  and  of  my  work.     I  have  also  organized  some 
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fifteen  TJnion  Sanday-Bchool  mass-meetiDgs  in  principal  cities,  in 
the  condnct  of  which  I  have  secured  the  full  and  hearty  co-opera- 
tion of  all  the  pastors  and  of  their  churches,  with  some  partial 
exceptions.  The  outcome  of  these  gatherings  has  been  a  more 
intelligent  and  cordial  recognition  of  the  Society  and  its  work, 
and  pledges  of  sympathy  and  of  support  have  been  made,  from 
which  there  will  be  no  retrocession. 

C.  C.  Bicknell,  Northern  Michigan,  reports : 

The  gospel  story  has  been  told  in  many  places  where  it  was 
never  told  before,  and  to  many  who  had  never  heard  it  before. 

Thirty-five  new  schools  have  been  organized,  and  from  them  I 
hear  such  words  as  these :  '^  The  organization  of  our  Sunday- 
school  by  you  was  the  beginning  of  better  days  to  our  settlement." 
"  We  Lave  reached  every  family  in  the  district."  "  We  are  con- 
tinuing our  school  during  the  winter  with  great  success."  And, 
best  of  all,  when  it  is  told  me  that  revival  influences  are  prevailing 
in  these  schools.  To-day  a  lady  superintendent  of  a  school  or- 
ganized last  fall  informs  me  that  ten  of  the  young  people  in  her 
school  have  publicly  expressed  a  desire  to  become  Christians. 

The  whole  number  brought  to  Christ,  and  the  number  of  Chris- 
tians led  into  a  higher  life  in  these  schools,  I  cannot  estimate. 
The  apparent  outward  prosperity  has  been  far  beyond  my  expect- 
ation, and  I  can  say,  '^  Hitherto  the  Lord  hath  helped  me,  and 
to  his  name  be  all  the  glory  !" 

H.  Densmore  reports : 

I  felt  severely  rebuked  a  few  days  ago,  calling  upon  a  poor  sick 
woman.  I  had  often  called  and  prayed  with  ner,  but  this  time 
she  had  other  company,  among  others  a  neighbor  who  was  really 
in  greater  affliction  than  she  was.  I  was  about  leaving,  when  the 
sick  woman  said,  ^*  If  it  wouldn't  be  asking  too  much  of  you,  I 
wish  you  would  pray  with  us  before  you  go."  "Yes,"  said  the 
afilicted  neighbor,  though  not  a  Christian,  '*  we  need  your  prayers 
and  sympathy."  So  we  knelt  together  in  prayer;  then  when  I 
left  Jesus  went  with  me,  but  we  left  the  Comforter  with  them.  I 
didn't  organize  any  Sunday-school  that  day,  but  I  walked  fifteen 
miles  through  the  mud,  made  seventeen  calls,  rode  fifty-five  miles 
by  railroad,  and  made  the  acquaintance  of  two  families  who  were 
moving  many  miles  back  in  the  woods  on  my  field,  and  who  prom- 
ised to  write  me  as  soon  as  they  were  ready  for  a  Sunday-schooL 
I  also  had  the  privilege  of  attending  a  donation  that  evening  for 
a  home  missionary,  and  talked  with  several  other  ministers,  super- 
intendents and  teachers  over  our  common  Christian  work  till  our 
hearts  burned  within  us,  as  did  the  disciples  of  old.     Was  that  a 
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lost  day,  because  I  did  not  organize  a  Sunday-school  or  even  visit 
one? 

Last  November  I  organized  a  Sunday-school,  which  we  called 
the  "Winter  Union  Sunday-school** — Winter^  because  it  was 
orgacized  in  a  snow-storm;  Union^  because  of  the  necessity  of 
keeping  close  together  in  order  to  keep  warm.  I  got  a  minister 
(who  was  also  a  physician)  to  go  five  miles  and  preach  for  them 
once  in  two  weeks.  Meeting  him,  I  inquired  about  the  Winter 
Sunday-school.  "  Oh,"  he  said,  "  they  are  doing  bravely ;  it  is 
the  best  tSunday-school  in  all  that  country.*' 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  a  Sunday-school  which  I  organized 
in  the  kitchen  of  a  log-house,  in  July,  1866.  It  was  nursed  in 
the  kitchen  nearly  three  years,  until  it  became  strong  enough  to 
keep  house  by  itself  in  a  large,  nice  school-house,  where  it  grew 
and  flourished  seven  years.  Then,  finding  its  quarters  too  small, 
the  settlement  enlarged  and  the  district  divided,  a  large  two-story 
house  was  built  a  mile  west,  and  another  a  mile  east,  and  the 
school,  about  equally  divided,  occupied  both  of  these  houses,  and 
the  same  teachers  still  officiate  in  both  schools,  save  the  infant 
classes,  one  of  which  has  a  new  teacher.  Being  greatly  pleased 
■with  her  success  in  managing  the  little  ones,  I  congratulated  her 
on  her  adaptation  to  the  very  important  position.  She  thanked 
me  very  modestly,  and  said,  "  I  suppose  you  have  forgotten  me, 
but  I  shall  never  forget  you.  I  am  the  daughter  of  Mr.  B.,  and 
I  was  in  the  infant  class  of  the  first  Sunday-school  you  organized 
after  becoming  a  missionary,  fifteen  years  ago.**  Now  she  is 
teaching  an  infant  class,  forty  miles  beyond.  One  word  in  regard 
to  the  permanency  of  these  Sunday-schools.  Neither  of  them 
has  had  a  vacation  of  a  single  Sabbath  since  they  Were  organized. 

A  few  days  ago  I  received  a  letter  from  another  superintendent, 
saying :  "  I  have  been  wanting  to  write  to  you  for  some  time,  and 
tell  you  what  the  Lord  is  doing  far  us,  but  I  have  been  waiting 
for  the  work  to  slack  a  little,  that  I  might  count  the  number  of 
conversions,  but  still  it  goes  on.  Already  there  are  between 
thirty  and  forty  who  have  professed  faith  in  Christ,  but  there  is 
a  still  greater  work  being  done  in  the  schools  east  of  here.  More 
than  sixty  have  found  peace  in  believing  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  the  good  work  is  breaking  out  in  the  districts  north  of  us.** 
Yesterday  a  Methodist  minister  sent  this  good  news  to  me  by  the 
presiding  elder,  saying:  "Tell  brother  Densmore  the  Lord  is 
doing  a  great  work  for  the  three  Sunday-schools  which  centre  in 
the  new  church  which  he  helped  us  to  build  ;**  and  the  presiding 
elder  adds :  "  I  held  a  quarterly  meeting  there  last  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  when  the  church  vfdLS  packed  to  its  utmost  capacity,  and 
I  beard  so  many  say,  '  I  wish  brother  Densmore  could  be  here  to 
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enjoy  this  mcetin?.'  They  seem  to  regard  yoa  as  thdr  biahop.** 
When  I  organized  that  Sunday-school  six  years  ago,  there  im 
not  a  single  Christian  man  in  the  settlement  and  but  one  Christiaii 
woman ;  but  she,  though  very  poor  in  this  world's  goods,  was  ridi 
in  faith,  and  to  her^  not  unto  me^  be  all  the  honor,  and  to  Q-od  be 
all  the  glory,  for  these  great  results. 

Alvin  Upson  has  finished  his  twenty-ninth  year  of  servicei  in 
which  he  has  performed  as  much  labor  as  his  advanced  age  and 
growing  infirmities  permitted.  The  veteran  has  done  a  noble 
work  for  Christ  in  Michigan. 

Rev.  Thomas  Wright,  of  Eastern  Northern  Michigan,  reports: 

While  the  school  census  of  Michigan  for  the  last  year  shows  a 
decrease  from  the  year  previous,  in  the  number  of  children  in 
many  of  the  older  counties,  there  has  been  a  gain  of  nearly  8000 
in  the  new  counties  that  compose  our  special  missionary  field. 
And  this  because  our  laboring  classes  are  moving  northward  with 
their  fomilics,  to  occupy  the  vacant  government  hinds.  To  plant 
and  sustain  Sunday-schools  in  these  new  settlements,  supplying 
them  with  all  needful  helps,  is  the  most  interesting  part  of  the 
work  committed  to  our  hands.  We  find  true  Christians  of  all 
grades  of  intelligence  among  these  new  settlers,  who  receive  most 
gratefully  and  faithfully  use  the  means  put  into  their  hands  for 
carrying  on  the  Sunday-school  work. 

In  helping  needy  schools,  my  plan  has  been  to  cultivate  among 
them  a  spirit  of  self-reliance,  as  far  as  may  be.  For  it  is  our 
belief  that  even  needy  Sunday-schools  will  not  be  in  the  end 
really  improved  and  streiigthoncd  by  outside  help  unless  they 
are  stimulated  thereby  to  help  themselves.  This  plan  has  worked 
well,  and  the  schools  are  evidently  stronger  and  happier  for  the 
effort.  Last  spring,  when  I  visited  one  of  our  best  church  Sun- 
day-schools to  ascertain  what  could  be  done  to  aid  the  work  in 
the  destitute  portions  of  the  State,  eleven  classes  responded  by 
pledging  five  dollars  each  to  help  as  many  schools  in  the  north 
wooils.  This  arrangement  has  been  carried  out,  and  has  proved 
highly  satisfactory  to  all  parties.  From  one  of  these  schools 
word  recently  came  as  follows :  "  Nearly  all  the  children  in  the 
Sunday-school  have  come  to  Jesus ;  and  not  only  the  children, 
but  almost  every  one  else ;  among  whom  were  four  men  of  strong 
skeptical  tendencies,  with  their  wives.  They  had  children,  some 
of  them  married,  who  have  also  given  their  hearts  to  the  dear 
Saviour.  It  is  all  of  God,  and  greatly  through  the  instrumentality 
of  the  Sabbath-school — the  children  being  the  first  to  come.     I 


»^4  in  almost  every  instance,  where  a  Sabbath-school  has  been 
^itttained  for  any  length  of  time,  other  means  of  grace  are  also 
attended  to ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  where  there  is  no  school, 
*fccre  is  no  preaching,  no  prayer-meeting,  and  few  family  altars — 
*he  mass  of  the  people  living  without  God  in  the  world.'* 

Another  of  the  schools  aided,  which  has  proved  very  success- 

fcl — and  that,  too,  against  adverse  influences — is  located  on  the 

^est  side  of  Traverse  Bay,  and  is  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Samuel 

Anderson,  who  lives  three  miles  away,  but  has  most  faithfully 

prosecuted  his  work  through  heat  of  summer  and  storms  of  winter. 

The  school  was  planted  between  two  fortresses  of  the  enemy — a 

brewery  on  one  side,  and  a  band  of  Spiritualists  on  the  other. 

Yet  under  the  wise  management  of  Mr.  Anderson,  it  has  steadily 

moved  forward,  and  gained  an  influence  week  by  week.     "  Our 

Sunday-school,"  writes  this  good  superintendent,  *'is  about  the 

only  means  of  grace  in  the  community.     The  foes  we  have  to 

contend  with  are  mighty,  but  we  shall  just  keep  right  o  i  trusting 

in  him  alone  whose  battles  we  fight.     It  is  out  of  the  abundance 

of  our  poverty  we  are  raising  money  for  the  library.     I  feci  amply 

E^iidfor  my  long  walks  through  winter  storms  and  over  bad  roads. 
Recently  I  have  invited  a  minister  to  preach  to  them  once  in  two 
^eeks,  making  it  a  point  to  attend  with  him.  Tlie  brewery  has 
*bout  disappeared,  its  prospects  being  nearly  ruined  by  fire,  and 
*l^«  Spiritualists  are  on  the  wane  also." 

Among  the  Lord's  scattered  people  in  the  wilderness  are  not  a 

l^^  faithful  women,  who  take  up  the  Sunday-school  work  and  give 

*t  the  tender  care  and  persevering  attention  such  as  only  the 

Warm.tgj^j.tg(j  woman  can  re^der.     Such  an  one  is  Mrs.  B.,  who 

*^  interested  with  her  husband  in  the  care  of  two  schools  in  their 

^^titute  township.     After  both  schools  had  been  supplied  with 

excellent  libraries,  Mrs.  B.  writes :  "  Our  schools  are  both  in- 

^•^iasing  in  numbers  and  interest;  there  has  never  been,  since  we 

^ve  been  in  the  place,  such  an  interest  in  the  study  of  the  Bible, 

*nti  such  an  evident  desire  to  know  the  truth,  as  now.     We  feel 

peatly  encouraged.     Yesterday,  in  one  of  the  schools,  I  had  in 

^y  class  twenty-two  children,  from  ten  to  thirteen  years  of  age.*' 

OHIO  AND  INDIANA. 

Rev.  B.  W.  Chidlaw,  Missionary. 

In  closing  my  forty-third  year  of  service  under  the  auspices  of 
tbe  American  Sunday-School  Union,  with  a  thankful  heart  I 
would  recognize  the  favor  of  God,  the  sympathy  of  his  people, 
the  confidence  and  supiport  of  the  Society.     The  first  half  of  this 
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period  of  service  was  spent  among  the  log  cabin  settlements  of 
Ohio  and  Indiana,  preaching  the  gospel,  organizing  Union  Sun- 
day-schools, introducing  the  divine  text-book  and  a  javenfle 
Christian  literature,  sowing  beside  all  waters,  cheered  by  encoll^ 
aging  success.  Now  the  young  missionary  is  an  old  man  of  netr 
seventy  years ;  the  country,  in  the  educational  and  religioQg 
condition  of  the  people,  greatly  changed ;  and  his  labors  in  these 
later  years  are  largely  directed  to  the  improvement  of  Sunday- 
schools  already  existing,  and  in  efforts  to  reach  and  bless  the 
dependent,  the  criminal,  and  neglected  juvenile  population  found 
in  large  numbers  over  this  wide  field. 

His  niontlily  visits  and  labors  at  the  Ohio  Reform  School  for 
boys  during  the  year  reached  over  seven  hundred  juvenile  delin- 
quents,  the  wards  of  the  State.     This  Reformatory  is  not  a 
gloomy  prison,  but  a  Christian  home.     Founded  on  the  family 
plan,  and  managed  by  the  law  of  kindness,  supported  by  author- 
ity,   religious   instruction   is   recognized   and  employed   as  an 
important  and  reliable  factor  in  their  reformation.     The  Sun- 
day-school is  an  evangelistic  agency,  highly   appreciated   and 
employed  in  training  these  boys  fur  a  useful  life  and  the  life  to 
come.     The  boys  are  supplied  with  the  '*  Hand-book  '*  and  the 
(JluliVa  World,  published  by  the  American  Sunday-School  Union. 
These  publications  are  found  admirably  adapted  to  inspire  a  taste 
for  Bible  study,  and  afford  valuable  help  to  understand  the 
teacbings  of  the  divine  text-book.     The  quarterly  reviews  of  the 
lessons  are  occasions  of  great  interest,  and  show  that  many  of 
these  boys  are  faithful  Bible  students,  and  that  religious  impres- 
sions are  made  on  their  minds  and  hearts. 

In  my  journeyings  I  visit  many  county  poor-houses — the 
pauper  homes  of  our  State — where  the  children  of  poverty  and 
shame  greatly  need  religious  instruction.  In  one  of  these,  located 
in  Fayette  county,  I  found  sixty  children,  forty  of  them  between 
six  and  fifteen  years  of  age,  in  a  deplorable  condition  as  it  re- 
garded religious  instruction,  and  without  a  daily  school.  After 
preaching  to  the  adults,  numbering  over  one  hundred,  I  held  a 
children's  meeting,  taught  these  ignorant  and  neglected  little 
ones  the  simple  truths  of  the  gospel,  feeding  them  with  the  sin- 
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cere  milk  of  the  Word.     I  hope  their  confiding  and  impressible 
minds  received  the  truth,  sealed  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  lead  them 
^o    Christ  their  Saviour.     In  the  evening  I  addressed  a  large 
audience  in  one  of  the  churches  of  the  county  town ;  and  in 
'"espouse  to  my  appeal  in  behalf  of  God's  poor,  measures  were 
adopted  which  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  a  Sunday-school 
^Tti  public  religious  worship  for  the  benefit  of  the  adult  popu- 
lation of  the  poor-house.     In  over  eighty  poor-houses  in  Ohio, 
^he  Sunday-school  missionary  finds  many  open  doors  for  hopeful 
^Txi  useful  labor.     Behind  iron  bars  in  State  prisons  and  couniy 
J^iilfi  the  Sunday-school  missionary  receives  a  cordial  welcome, 
and  precious  opportunities   to  carry  the  healing  balm  of  the 
S^spel  to  hearts  that  are  crushed  by  sin,  and  to  the  heavy  laden, 
'^iom  Christ  can  deliver  from  the  burden,  and  to  whose  aching 

*^carts  he  can  bring  peace  and  rest. 

In  the  Ohio  Penitentiary  we  have  a  Sunday-school  of  four 

l^'Judred  scholars,  divided  into  twenty-one  classes,  taught  by  as 

***any  faithful,  competent  teachers,  furnished  by  the  churches  of 

^He  city  of  Columbus. 

AN    EVIL    DEPLORED. 

Of  late  years,  for  some  cause  but  no  good  reason,  many  of 
^^r*  Sunday-schools  have  abandoned  the  library,  and  substituted 
papers.     For  the  infant  department  the  use  of  papers  is  all 
*^glit ;  but  our  older  scholars  need  a  well-selected  library,  and 
*^x^  the  want  of  it  they  find  and  read  the  dime  novel  and  the 
yellow-covered  literature,  alike  poisonous  to  the  intellect  and  the 
^^art.     In  behalf  of  the  old  path,  a  good  library,  the  missionary 
**"om  the  pulpit  and  the  platform,  in  State,  county,  and  township 
^Conventions,  fails  not  to  lift  his  voice  like  a  trumpet  in  behalf  of 
a  sanctified  literature  in  all  our  Sunday-schools,  and  at  the  fire- 
sides of  our  Christian  homes. 

I'or  over  fifty  years  the  publications  of  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union  have  been  leavening  our  Western  populations,  and 
'^  impress  is  extensively  felt,  giving  tone  to  thought  and  life.  A 
few  ^eeks  ago  the  pastor  of  one  of  our  largest  and  most  influ- 
^^al  churches,  in  introducing  the  Sunday-school  missionary  to 


his  congregation,  said :  ^'  To  the  publications  of  the  Ameriean 
Sunday-School  Union  I  am  greatly  indebted.  In  my  youth  the 
Sunday-school  library  developed  and  gratified  my  taste  for  good 
reading ;  and  its  Aids  to  Teachers,  the  Bible  Dictionary,  Anti- 
quities, and  question  books  were  very  helpful  to  mo  in  my  first 
labors  on  the  Sunday-school  field." 

To  counteract  and  supplant  the  yice-engendering,  the  soul- 
destroying  literature  now  issuing  from  the  Satanic  press,  the 
library,  rich  in  Scriptural  lore,  solid  and  spiritual  in  its  treasures 
of  truth,  should  be  restored  into  its  former  position  of  usefulness 
and  power  in  the  Sunday-school  work. 

On  this  field  new  and  old  Sunday-schools  are  chiefly  supplied 
with  Bibles  and-  Testaments  from  the  county  societies  auxiliary 
to  the  American  Bible  Society,  a  very  practical  and  sure  method 
of  distributing  the  Holy  Scriptures.  The  Bible  in  the  Sunday- 
school  is  in  active  service,  and  its  power  as  the  sword  of  the 
Spirit  is  wielded  with  success  in  leading  souls  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Christ. 

during  the  year  I  preached  80  sermons,  made  140  Sunday- 
school  addresses,  travelled  13,600  miles,  and  wrote  325  letters. 
In  prospect  of  entering  my  forty-fourth  year  of  missionary 
service,  supported  by  the  same  generous  friend,  cheered  by  the 
confidence  and  encouragement  of  the  officers  of  the  American 
Sunday-School  Union,  and  trusting  in  the  abiding  presence  and 
never-failing  promises  of  my  heavenly  Father,  I  shall  continue 
my  humble  labors  with  joy  and  thanksgiving. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
J.  B.  Baughman  reports : 

During  the  past  fall  and  winter  an  unusual  interest  was  mani- 
fested in  our  schools  and  churches  in  protracted  meetings.  Many 
scholars  and  teachers  were  converted  to  God.  In  a  school  organ- 
ized during  the  winter  an  appeal  was  made  to  teachers  in  refer- 
ence to  their  fitness  and  duty.  A  teacher  who  had  been  uncon- 
verted was  deeply  impressed  with  her  duty,.  Her  conversion 
made  an  impression  on  others,  and  the  result  was  that  over  thirty, 
scholars,  teachers,  and  parents,  became  converted  to  Ood. 
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Dnring  the  past  year  the  importance  of  committing  Scripture 
to  memory  was  urged  upon  the  scholars  in  many  schools.  Some 
scholars  committed  over  1000  verses  each  from  the  Bible. 

As  an  outgrowth  of  Sunday-schools,  "we  find  all  over  the 
country — a  few  years  ago  destitute — new  family  altars,  prayer- 
meetings,  teachers'  and  normal  meetings ;  and,  in  different  places, 
Sunday-schools  have  grown  into  congregations. 

Rev.  R.  Crittenden  reports : 

In  the  manifest  blessing  of  God  is  seen  the  best  proof  of  the 
good  work  done  by  the  American  Sunday-School  Union.  We 
are  encouraged,  most  of  all,  by  this  divine  favor  evident  on  our 
field  of  labor  in  Northern  Pennsylvania. 

1.  A  Steady  Advance. — It  has  been  our  constant  endeavor 
the  past  year,  not  only  to  keep  alive  the  schools  organized  in 
previous  years,  but  so  to  strengthen  them  that  they  will  become 
self-sustaining.  A  goodly  number  of  those  that  have  been  opened 
the  few  years  past,  in  places  then  destitute  of  any  religious  meet- 
ing, now  enjoy  regular  preaching,  and  some  have  grown  into 
chur^shes.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  this  will  be  the  history 
of  at  least  some  of  the  new  schools  organized  last  year.  With 
this  steady  advance  in  the  interest  of  tne  church  of  Christ,  it  is 
encouraging  to  note  another  fact  very  obvious  in  this  part  of 
the  field. 

2.  Evergreen  Schools, — Only  a  few  years  ago  most  country 
Sunday-schools  in  Northern  Pennsylvania  were  considered  rather 
out  of  season  in  winter,  and  only  in  season  during  the  sum- 
mer months.     Now  there  is  a  fair  proportion  of  them  continued 
nil  the  year  round,  and  the  number  is  increasing  from  year  to 
jrear.     Within  the  past  few  days  I  have  received  letters  from 
three  superintendents  of  our  Union  schools  that  are  thus  pros- 
pered by  a  "patient  continuance  in  well-doing."     One  of  them 
x^rites :  "  Wo  have  lost  only  one  Sunday  in  the  two  years  of  our 
school." 

8.  New  Schools. — A  few  years  ago  the  organization  of  a  Sun- 
^lay-school  here  in  the  country  during  the  winter  was  scarcely 
thought  of  by  any  one.  Now  we  open  a  school  at  any  time, 
"Without  regard  to  special  times  and  seasons.  In  the  month  of 
H*ebruary  I  assisted  in  organizing  two  new  Union  schools,  repre- 
senting at  least  five  religious  denominations.  In  one  of  them 
^ght  Koman  Catholics  are  actively  engaged.  These  different 
^dlements  are  successfully  working  together  in  harmony.  Each 
^School  will  have  an  average  of  over  forty-five  members. 

4.  A  Hopeful  (hUlook. — While  we  are  never  fully  satisfied 
ith  present  results,  it  is  encouraging  to  see  the  hopeful  promise 


54 

of  more  precious  fruits  in  the  near  future.  In  all  missionary 
labor,  time  and  patient  toil  are  essential  in  order  to  reach  results. 
It  is  for  us  to  continue  faithfully  our  sowing,  planting,  and  water- 
ing.   ''  God  giveth  the  increase/'    '^  He  is  faithful  that  promised." 

Rev.  C.  Reimensnyder  reports : 

My  work  during  the  past  year  was  chiefly  in  Berks  county. 
I  found  few  people  there  opposed  to  Sunday-schools ;  but  I  en- 
countered, nevertheless,  considerable  opposition.  This  arose  from 
the  want  of  proper  information  in  regard  to  the  nature  and  object 
of  my  work. 

A  report  was  circulated,  and  believed  by  many  in  a  certain 
section  of  the  county,  that  a  large  appropriation  was  given  for 
every  Sunday-school  organized,  and  that  the  people  would  be 
taxed  in  some  way  to  raise  the  amount.  This  report  interfered 
with  the  success  of  my  work  to  such  an  extent  that  it  was  found 
necessary  to  disprove  it;  and,  through  the  kind  efforts  of  friends 
and  the  use  of  the  press,  this  was  done.  I  went  on  successfully 
afterwards  till  the  latter  part  of  the  summer,  when  I  encountered 
another  serious  diflSculty.  In  many  sections  of  the  county  Sun- 
day-schools hold  their  picnics  on  the  Sabbath,  and  such  is  the 
interest  generally  excited  that  the  young  people  often  go  a  con- 
siderable distance  to  attend  them.  These  picnics  are  very  ob- 
jectionable on  several  accounts,  and  greatly  injure  the  Sunday- 
school  cause.  They  involve,  more  or  less,  a  desecration  of  the 
Sabbath.  They  interfere  with  existing  schools  by  enticing  away 
teachers  and  scholars.  And  they  often  keep  many  of  the  young 
people  from  meetings  called  to  organize  schools.. 

It  is  proposed,  during  next  spring  and  summer,  to  make  every 
possible  effort  for  the  discontinuance  of  this  pernicious  practice. 
And  we  are  encouraged  to  engage  in  this  undertaking  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  ministers  and  Christian  people  deplore  its  existence 
and  will  co-operate  for  its  discontinuance. 

The  Sunday-school  work  in  Lancaster  County  is  continuing  to 
go  forward,  especially  among  the  Mennonites.  The  friends  of 
the  cause  are  becoming  more  numerous  every  year,  and  new 
schools,  in  connection  with  their  churches,  are  likely  to  be  estab- 
lished.    Progress  among  them  is  slow^  but  steady, 

NEW  JERSEY. 

J.  K.  F.  Stites,  Missionary,  reports: 

The  year,  in  many  respects,  has  been  a  highly  successful  one. 
I  have  been  enabled  to  organize  a  goodly  number  of  Sunday- 
schools  in  destitute  places,  and  gather  into  them  many  neglected 
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ohfldren  and  yontli  who  were  growing  up  in  ignorance  and  vice, 
hitherto  untaught,  save  in  vice  and  immorality ;  morally  and 
spiritually  neglected,  nncared  for ;  having  naught  else  but  per- 
nicious example  in  their  rude  homes,  and  ungodly  influences 
around  them.  In  many  of  these  schools  they  are  now  receiving 
their  first  lessons  of  religious  instruction.  Numbers  of  them  were 
unable  to  read,  and  not  a  few  totally  ignorant  of  Bible  truth  and 
the  plan  of  salvation.  It  is  no  easy  task  successfully  to  manage 
snch  schools;  many  difficulties  are  to  be  overcome  and  obstacles 
to  be  surmounted,  and  much  labor  to  be  expended.  It  is,  never- 
theless, a  delightful  work,  and  as  one  of  my  superintendents  re- 
marked to  me,  ''  It  pays  well,  for  God  blesses  it  and  souls  are 
brought  to  Christ."  In  some  instances  or  localities  it  is  the  only 
feasible  means  of  commencing  this  work  and  accomplishing  this 
great  object.  Beside  organizing  schools,  I  have,  during  the  year, 
visited  and  otherwise  aided  a  large  number  of  other  schools ;  ad- 
dressing them,  and  so  far  as  in  my  power  rendering  aid  in  the 
gift  of  iibles,  books,  papers,  &c. ;  for  all  of  which  1  have  been 
abundantly  rewarded  in  witnessing  the  progress  made  and  the 
good  done.  I  have  visited  many  families,  talked  with  them, 
pointed  them  to  the  blessed  Saviour,  and  ofttimes  oifered  up  with 
them  the  first  prayer  ever  made  in  their  humble  homes. 

There  have  been  reported  to  me  a  large  number  of  hopeful 
conversions,  during  the  year,  from  among  the  scholars  of  the 
schools  on  my  field.  This  is  certainly  very  cheering.  My  ex- 
perience teaches  me  that  our  Union  work  is  the  better,  and  in 
many  respects  the  only  feasible  way  of  reaching  the  masses  and 
carrying  the  gospel  to  the  poor.  1  have,  in  connection  with  my 
other  duties,  attended  during  the  year  several  Sunday-school  con- 
tentions, and  by  addresses  and  otherwise  urged  the  importance 
of  the  work  ana  the  necessity  for  vigorous  effort.  The  work  in- 
creases on  my  hands.  May  the  Lord  continue  to  raise  up  friends 
to  sustain  it  I 


NEW  YORK. 

F.  H.  WiSEWELL,  Secretary. 

Missionary  work  has  been  prosecuted  during  the  year  in  the 
:ibur  northern  counties  of  Franklin,  Clinton,  Essex,  and  St.  Law- 
rence. There  have  been  formed  12  new  Sunday-schools,  while 
^46  others  have  been  aided.  About  130  Bibles  and  Testaments 
Tiave  been  distributed.  In  missionary  journeys  within  the  limits 
«f  these  counties  8000  miles  have  been  travelled ;  of  which  dis- 
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tance  at  least  1500  miles  have  been  accomplished  on  foot  in  can- 
vassing different  neighborhoods,  and  in  house-to-house  visitation. 
If  any  person  entertains  an  opinion  that  within  the  bounds  of 
the  "Empire  State"  there  no  longer  exists  any  pressing  necessity 
for  the  doing  of  Sunday-school  missionary  work  on  a  Union  basis, 
we  would  refer  him  to  our  practical  and  faithful  missionary  in 
Northern  New  York,  from  whose  reports  we  make  the  following 
extracts : 

In  one  of  these  northern  counties  there  are  solid  masses  of 
destitute  and  illiterate  people.  In  one  township  containing  1400 
children,  over  three-fifths  of  the  families  are  so  ignorant  that  no 
single  member  of  any  one  of  them  can  both  read  and  write.  In 
canvassing  among  the  people  of  tho  township  referred  to,  I  find 
one  solitary  Sunday-school,  and  that  runs  only  in  summer. 

In  another  township  I  find  over  1000  children,  and  no  Sunday- 
school  whatever. . 

The  above  statement  is  qualified  somewhat  by  the  fact  that  in 
tho  localities  named,  more  than  one-half  the  population  is  Roman 
Catholic. 

Taking  the  counties  of  St.  Lawrence  and  Clinton  together,  we 
have  a  population  of  50,000  children.  At  tho  best  reckoning, 
there  are  not  to  exceed  15,000  of  these  children  members  of  ex- 
isting Sunday-schools ;  and  if  20,000  more  of  them  (a  liberal  esti- 
mate) are  in  Catholic  families,  there  is  still  left  a  second  15,000 
of  Protestant  children  not  attending  a  Sunday-school  of  any  sort. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  L.  M.  Miller,  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Ogdensburg,  places  the  number  of  untaught  children 
still  higher,  for  he  said  to  me,  "  Tell  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union  that  we  have  20,000  children  in  St.  Lawrence  county  un- 
carcd  for,  and  wc  will  do  what  we  can  to  help  the  Union  bring 
them  into  Sunday-schools.'* 

Many  of  the  neighborhoods  we  have  sought  to  reach  seem  more 
utterly  godless,  and  the  people  more  completely  hardened  in  sin 
and  indifference,  than  is  usually  the  case  in  newer  settlements. 
Quite  as  much  of  patience  and  wisdom  is  required  to  reach  them 
for  good,  as  would  be  called  for  in  similar  efforts  in  the  West  or 
at  the  South. 

In  one  community,  where  nearly  all  the  families  are  American 
and  non-Catholic,  I  yet  found  a  curious  state  of  things.  Two 
loud-talking  men  are  ''  annihilationists  ''  and  another  is  a  ^^  free- 
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^   — -•'er."      Of  these  three  men  the  few  professing  Christians 

-^^d  in  awe,  the  result  of  shameful  experience.     Not  many  years 

Y^^^,  a  minister  of  the  gospel  was  expelled  from  the  school-house, 

^^tig  lifted   hodily  through  the  window.     To  begin  with,  we 

^l^f ted  a  prayer-meeting  and  Bible-class,  to  be  held  at  private 

^^iiBes,  because  a  general  fear  was  expressed  that  the  holding  of 

^Sunday-school  openly  "would  produce  discord."     And  this 

^w  in  New  York  State,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1879 ! 

A  new  and  good  beginning,  in  the  way  of4)ractical  missionary 
service,  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  some  of  the  more  needy 
regions  on  this  field,  and  we  hope  to  be  able  to  prosecute  the 
work  with  increased  vigor  and  success  in  future.    We  have  already 
heard  of  many  precious  manifestations  of  God's  saving  power. 
One  small  school  reports  fourteen  conversions,  and  another  three. 
The   combined  sum  of  gifks  and  legacies   received    through 
New  York,  for  the  benevolent  work  of  the  Society,  is  not  so 
great  as  last  year,  because  fewer  legacies  have  been  paid;  but 
we  find  encouragement  in  the  fact  that  receipts  from  churches, 
Sunday-schools,  and  individuals,  have  been  considerably  in  ad- 
vance of  last  year^  indicating  that  a  living  interest  in  Sunday- 
Bchool  missionary  work  is  gaining  still  stronger  hold  upon  the 
hearts  of  the  people  of  New  York. 

NEW  ENGLAND. 

Nelson  Kingsbury,  Secretary. 

In  reviewing  the  year  we  find  abundant  reason  for  thanks  to 
our  heavenly  Father  for  his  favor  and  blessing  on  our  work. 
Notwithstanding  many  discouragements,  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union  has  maintained  its  hold  upon  the  sympathy  of 
former  patrons,  and  many  new  friends  have  been  added  to  the 
list;  and  while  receipts  from  legacies  have  been  less  than  last 
year,  the  contributions  from  other  sources  have  increased.  It 
has  given  us  great  pleasure  to  record  the  various  donations  as 
they  have  been  received — from  the  smallest  ofierings,  with  most 
cheering  words  of  encouragement,  to  the  munificent  gifts  of  some 
individuals  who  have  provided  for  the  entire  support  of  one  and 
(in  several  instances)  two  missionaries  each. 


Your  Secretary  has  endeayored,  by  extensiye  correspondenoe 
and  visitation,  to  be  helpful  to  Sundaynschools  in  New  England, 
and  in  various  ways  to  stimulate  and  interest  the  peopk  in  the 
work  of  the  Society.  In  compliance  with  invitations,  he  has 
organized  2  Sunday-schools :  one  in  Massachusetts,  containing 
12  teachers  and  60  scholars ;  another  in  Connecticut,  with  8 
teachers  and  37  scholars.  These  schools  are  in  a  prosperous 
condition. 

The  Sunday- School  Missionary^  containing  a  report  of  our 
collections  and  incidents  of  work  on  the  field,  has  been  sent, 
monthly,  to  hundreds  of  families ;  and  we  have  received  from 
some,  in  return,  pecuniary  aid  and  the  warmest  expressions  of 
interest  and  sympathy  for  our  work. 

George  E.  Taylor  and  Frank  E.  Jenkins,  students  in  the 
Hartford  Theological  Seminary,  were  employed  during  their 
summer  vacation,  of  four  months,  as  missionaries  to  labor  in 
Maine.  They  organized  22  Sunday-schools,  containing  100 
teachers  and  867  scholars ;  assisted  11  schools,  with  58  teachers 
and  456  scholars ;  visited  779  families ;  delivered  42  addresses 
and  51  sermons,  and  distributed  141  Bibles  and  Testaments. 
Most  of  these  schools  have  continued  through  the  winter,  and 
good  results  are  already  reported. 

That  there  is  great  need  of  Sunday-school  missionary  work, 
even  in  New  England,  may  be  seen  from  the  following  extracts 
of  letters  written  by  these  missionaries. 

Mr.  Taylor  says : 

I  am  enjoying  the  work  exceedingly,  and  am  grateful  that  I 
have  been  allowed  to  engage  in  it.  I  regret  that  there  are  not 
more  of  us.  The  field  is  white  for  harvest ;  where  are  the  reapers  ? 
Yesterday  I  held  service  in  a  Union  chapel  at  a  small  village, 
where  I  was  told  there  had  not  been  service  for  two  years.  It  is 
seldom  these  people  have  opportunity  to  hear  the  gospel ;  they 
are  too  poor  to  support  preaching.  There  are  opportunities  on 
every  hand.  On  all  sides  we  have  the  cry,  "  Come  over  and  help 
us."  In  a  previous  letter  I  told  you  of  an  enterprising  little 
village,  the  centre  of  a  township,  ten  miles  in  its  greatest  extent, 
containing  a  factory,  grist-mill,  two  stores,  and  a  hotel,  but  no 
church,  no  Sunday-school,  and  no  religious  services  of  any  kind* 
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There  are  a  few  professing  Christian  women  in  the  place,  but  not 
one  professing  Christian  man.  The  Sabbath  is  mainly  devoted 
to  business  and  pleasure,  dancing,  fishing,  and  hunting,  instead 
of  meeting  for  worship.  During  the  week  I  visited  nearly  one 
hundred  families,  and  invited  the  few  Christian  women  to  a 
prayer  meeting.  I  held  several  services,  and  on  the  Sabbath 
organized  a  Sunday-school  of  70  members.  The  people  treated 
me  most  cordially,  and  when  I  left,  expressed  many  regrets  that 
I  could  not  remain  with  them. 

Mr.  Jenkins  writes : 

I  wish  I  could  tell  you  of  all  the  needs  of  this  field.  There 
are  quite  a  number  of  villages  about  here  where  there  are  no 
meetings  of  a  religious  nature.  I  organized  a  Sunday-school  in 
a  little  settlement  seven  miles  from  the  nearest  meeting  of  any 
kind.  There  is  very  little  reading  in  the  place.  The  people  are 
very  much  interested  in  their  school,  but  are  too  poor  to  raise 
much  money.  I  wish  a  few  rich  Christians  could  be  in  my  place 
for  a  week  or  two.  I  know  the  American  Sunday-School  Union 
would  have  some  large  donations  as  the  result. 

The  last  school  organized  is  far  exceeding  my  best  expecta- 
tions. It  is  in  a  community  where  I  was  told  by  almost  every- 
body that  nothing  could  be  done ;  but  even  yesterday,  in  a  driving 
rain,  there  were  forty  out.  I  am  in  hopes  it  may  result  in  a 
church  organization  and  a  place  of  worship.  Some  have  already 
been  in  favor  of  building  a  church,  and  perhaps  the  school  will 
be  the  means  of  bringing  it  about.  If  my  work  has  benefited  no 
one  else,  it  has  at  least  made  me  a  Sunday-school  worker,  in  some 
way,  for  life ;  and  it  has  led  me  to  see  that  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union  is  filling  a  place  in  Christian  work  that  no  other 
institution  that  now  exists  could  even  touch. 

The  Society  is  under  renewed  obligations  to  the  American 
Bible  Society,  for  continued  grants,  which  have  been  faithfully 
dispensed ;  to  the  press,  for  gratuitous  notices  of  our  work  ;  to 
railway  and  steamboat  ofiScers,  for  favors ;  and  to  pastors, 
churches,  Sunday-schools,  and  all  other  donors  and  friends,  for 
support  and  sympathy. 
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For  fifty-six  years— 1824-1880— schools  organised,  68,431, 
with  441,08f)  teachers  and  2,916,59^  scholars,  as  eummarized 
from  former  reports, 

As  this  General  Summary  covers  figures  of  work  done  on  the 
whole  field,  for  brevity's  sake  the  tabular  statements  furnished  to 
the  committee  by  the  Superintendents  of  the  work  in  the  various 
States  are  umitte<l,  as  are  also  the  similar  returns  of  missionaries, 
except  ivhoro  the  figures  are  so  embodied  in  their  reports  that 
they  could  not  well  be  eliminated.  Those  omitted  compare  favor- 
ably with  those  retained. 

In  presenting  the  reports  of  the  Superintendents  and  mission- 
aries, the  order  is  not  the  same  as  that  of  the  Summary,  or  of 
preceding  years. 


TEACHERS  HALL  AND  PARLOR. 

Vie  are  happy  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  report  that  the  plans 
proposed  for  altering  the  Society's  building,  1122  Cbestnat  St., 
to  which  reference  was  made  in  the  Fifty-Fifth  Annual  Report, 
have  been  successfully  carried  out,  thereby  furnishing  ample 
and  comfortable  accommodations  for  meetings  "  to  aid  Sanday- 
school  teachers  in  the  preparation  of  their  lessons." 
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A.  large,  well-ventilated  Ilall  and  Parlor,  altogether  about 
eighty  feet  long  by  twenty-eight  wide,  with  ceiling  twenty -four 
feet  high  in  the  centre, .  has  been  constructed  and  neatly  fur- 
nished at  a  cost  of  about  $5000.  For  nearly  the  whole  of  this 
an^oant  special  contributions  were  secured.  To  this  Hall  and 
Parlor,  Ministers,  Teachers,  Sunday-school  organizations  of  every 
denomination,  and  all  others  interested  in  the  moral  and  religious 
tnining  of  youth,  are  cordially  welcomed. 

Books  of  reference  and  Sunday-school  periodical  literature 
will  be  found  on  the  tables,  and  their  use,  as  well  as  every 
seeded  requisite  in  our  power  to  furnish,  is  cheerfully  tendered 
to  our  friends,  not  only  in  Philadelphia  but  throughout  the  whole 
country,  our  desire  being  to  make  these  rooms  a  Sunday-school 
headquarters  for  all  who  are  interested  in  Sunday-school  work. 

It  affords  us  pleasure  to  state  in  this  connection  that  the 
Teachers'  Meetings,  which  were  organized  January,  1878,  are 
maintained  with  unabated  interest,  and,  as  we  have  every  reason 
to  believe,  are  regarded  with  increasing  favor  as  affording  special 
advantages  in  the  preparation  of  the  lessons. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  report  further  that  among  other 
measures,  arrangements  are  in  progress  for  the  organization  of  an 
Association  of  the  Superintendents  of  Sunday-schools  in  Phila- 
delphia, where  the  various  and  multiplied  questions  relating  to 
the  best  methods  of  conducting  and  improving  Sunday-schools 
may  be  discussed  and  a  larger  interest  in  the  cause  developed. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

BOOKS   AND    LIBRARIES. 

At  the  formation  of  the  Society  the  Committee  of  Publication 
announced  that  in  issuing  books  the  members  ^^  have  chiefly  in 
▼lew  the  one  grand  object  of  gospel  truth,  and  their  desire  is  to 
furnish  such  publications  as  present  these  glorious  truths  in  the 
most  interesting  form,  believing  that  these  and  these  alone  will 
best  promote  happiness  on  earth  and  glory  in  heaven.'* 

The  same  purpose  has  frequently  been  expressed  in  subsequent 
reports  of  the  Society,  indicating  that  it  has  ever  been  the 
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object  of  the  Union  '^  to  publish  a  Sunday-school  literature  of 
the  highest  order  of  merit."  As  intelligent  Christian  men,  the 
members  of  the  Publication  Committee  have  engaged  conaeienti- 
ously  to  carry  out  this  aim.  The  Christian  public  will  judge 
how  well  they  have  hitherto  succeeded.  Acting  under  a  convic- 
tion of  the  increasing  importance  and  usefulness  of  this  branch 
of  the  Union's  operations,  the  Society  has  continued  its  labors 
for  another  year,  having  issued  23  books,  large  and  small, 
and  among  them  are  some  works  worthy  of  special  mention,  as 
fairly  illustrating  the  high  aim  of  the  Society.  "  Foundation 
Stones,*'  by  the  Rev.  John  Hall,  D.D.,  is  a  work  written  in  a 
healthful  and  manful  style,  with  the  single  purpose  of  winning 
thoughtful  youth  to  Christ  and  Christian  living.  Those  who 
wish  to  provide  children  with  better  spiritual  food  than  is  to  be 
found  in  the  ordinary  Sunday-school  story-book  will  find  it  in 
this  work  of  Dr.  Hall.  Great  religious  truths  are  set  forth  in 
an  attractive  form,  with  forcible  illustrations,  calculated  to  affect 
the  heart — a  book  suitable  to  be  read  on  the  Lord's  day  or  on 
any  day.  ''  Beginning  Life,"  by  a  Layman,  is  a  suitable  com- 
plement of  '^  Foundation  Stones."  In  it  the  Christian  man  of 
large  business  experience  presents  the  same  great  truths  in  a 
practical,  vigorous,  and  suggestive  manner.  The  four  original 
illustrations  in  the  volume  admirably  illustrate,  allegorically,  the 
varied  experiences  of  life,  expressing  the  bright  prospects,  joys, 
and  visions  of  youth,  the  difficulties  and  toils  of  early  manhood, 
the  perils  and  achievements  of  middle  life,  and  the  serene  peace- 
fulness  of  a  Christian  old  age.  The  work  ably  presents  the 
value  of  religion  in  this  life  as  well  as  in  that  which  is  to  come. 
It  is  gratifying  to  state  that  works  of  a  sterling  character  are  in 
better  demand,  as  indicated  by  a  call  for  a  new  edition  of  the 
Society's  volume,  "Anglo-American  Bible  Revision,"  which, 
after  careful  corrections,  has  been  reissued  during  the  year. 
The  first  edition  of  this  work  has  also  been  reproduced  in  Eng- 
land almost  simultaneously  by  the  London  Sunday-School  Union 
and  by  the  Messrs.  Nesbit,  of  London. 

Among  the  healthful  story-books  for  boys  is  the  "Schooner 
on  the  Beach,"  by  the  Rev.  Edward  A.  Rand,  a  work  indicating 
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the  special  perils  to  which  boys  are  exposed,  and  the  Christian 
safegaard  against  them.  The  cause  of  missions  is  appropriately 
advocated  in  the  two  illustrated  volumes,  "  The  Flower  Mission'* 
and  "  The  Mission  Box."  Nor  have  works  for  little  readers  been 
neglected.  Harry' b  Bible  Series  and  Little  Pilgrim  SerieSj  two 
seta  of  volumes  (10  books)  intended  to  meet  their  wants,  have 
been  lately  published. 

To  meet  the  demand  from  all  sections  of  the  country  for  good 
but  exceptionally  cheap  Sunday-school  libraries,  the  Society  has 
added  to  its  list  the  Grand  Cheap  Library j  No,  3,  and  has  made 
up  six  other  libraries  from  choice  selections  of  its  books,  strongly 
and  uniformly  bound,  called  the  Red  and  Blue  Back  Libraries, 
A  limited  number  only  of  these  sets  can  be  furnished  at  greatly 
reduced  prices. 

*'The  Scholar's  Hand-book"  on  the  International  Lessons,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  new  seven  years'  course,  in  1880,  was  en- 
larged and  greatly  improved  in  consequence  of  the  increased 
demand  for  this  useful  help  for  teachers  and  scholars. 

For  parents  and  teachers  who  desire  a  comprehensive  system 
of  Christian  doctrine  in  catechetical  form,  the  Society  has  issued 
'*  A  Christian  Catechism,"  prepared  by  the  Rev.  Philip  SchaiT, 
D.D.,  LL.D.,  Professor  in  Union  Theological  Seminary,  New 
York.  In  this  work  the  "  articles  of  faith  fresh  from  the  foun- 
tain of  the  Word  of  God  "  are  presented  with  a  clearness  and 
simplicity  of  style  and  with  a  roundness  and  fullness  of  doctrine 
which  will  commend  it  to  the  intelligent  and  pious  in  every  home. 
To  those  who,  from  lack  of  observation  or  information,  have  in- 
correctly imagined  that  an  undenominational  Society  or  unde- 
nominational Sunday-schools  usually  give  a  '^  milk-and-wat 
solution  of  Scriptural  doctrine,  this  Catechism  of  Dr.  Schaff  i 
specially  commended.  In  it  they  will  find  a  system  of  Scriptu- 
ral truth  more  comprehensive  than  that  of  any  single  school 
of  theology,  and  as  definite  as  the  one  which  prevailed  in  the 
apostolic  church. 

The  Society  has  also  long  appreciated  the  importance  of  pro- 
Tiding  a  list  of  improved  manuals  and  works  of  reference  for 
teachers.     Through  the  aid  of  the  income  from  the  '^  John  C. 
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Ghreen  Fund,"  one-sixth  of  which  is  devoted  by  its  donon  ''to 
securing  a  Sunday-school  literature  of  the  highest  order  of  merit," 
the  preparation  of  such  a  list  of  works  has  been  commenced,  the 
first  volume  being  a  Dictionary  of  the  Bible,  edited  by  the  Rev. 
Philip  SchafT,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  with  the  assistance  of  a  number  ol 
competent  scholars.  This  work  is  now  in  press.  It  is  a  crown- 
octavo  volume  of  nearly  1000  pages,  in  compact,  clear  type ;  con- 
taining upward  of  400  illustrations,  12  colored  maps,  and  a  large 
number  of  other  maps  and  plans;  together  with  valuable  chrono- 
logical and  other  tables,  &c.  It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  scholarly 
and  learned  author  to  furnish  '^  in  convenient  and  popular  form, 
condensed  results  of  the  most  recent  investigations  in  Biblical  litera- 
ture, history,  biography,  geography,  topography,  and  archaeology." 
Dr.  SchafFs  familiarity  with  church  history  and  doctrine,  and  his 
long  experience  as  professor  of  Biblical  literature  in  New  York, 
have  eminently  fitted  him  to  produce  a  Bible  dictionary  exhibiting 
rare  breadth  and  accuracy  of  scholarship,  precision  of  statement, 
and  a  knowledge  of  all  current  theological  and  Biblical  literatare. 
A  largo  number  of  illustrations  have  been  specially  executed  foi 
this  work  from  photographs  of  scenes  and  places  in  Biblical  landc 
and  of  objects  of  archaeological  interest  recently  discovered.  The 
colored  maps  were  drawn  and  engraved  for  the  Dictionary  by  the 
Messrs.  W.  &  A.  K.  Johnston,  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  whose 
reputation  as  geographers  is  a  guarantee  of  the  accuracy  of  theac 
important  aids. 

S.  Austin  Allibone,  LL.D.,  Editor  of  the  Books,  at  his  owo 
request,  was  granted  leave  of  absence  for  one  year  (without  sal- 
ary), from  May  1,  1879,  and  his  duties  were  placed  in  charge  oi 
the  Editor  of  the  Periodicals.  While  this  report  was  passing 
through  the  press  (April,  1880),  Dr.  Allibone  presented  hie 
resignation  as  editor  of  the  Society's  books,  in  order  to  accept 
a  position  in  the  Lenox  Library,  New  York,  to  which  he  hat 
been  appointed  in  consequence  of  his  eminent  ability  as  a  bibli- 
ographer. 
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PERIODICALS. 


I  While  the  publication  of  suitable  books  has  occupied  so  promi- 

nent a  place,  the  opportunity  for  good  afforded  by  the  periodical 
pre88  has  not  been  overlooked  by  the  Society.     The  year  of  its 
organization  witnessed  the  establishment  of  the  American  Sunday- 
^^hool  Magazine^  for  teachers,  and  the  publication  of  the  TotUKs 
-^riendy  an  illustrated  paper  for  children. 

As  the  demand  for  a  fresh,  vigorous,  and  varied  periodical 
Sunday-school  literature  has  increased,  other  papers  have  been 
successively  added. 

With  January  of  the  present  year  the  publication  of  The 
BRiCAN  Sunday-School  Union  Quarterly  was  begun,  to 
the  wants  of  those  who  prefer  their  helps  on  the  Inter- 
^^fttional  Lessons  in  a  quarterly  issue.  It  contains  colored  maps, 
^^^trcfully  selected  cuts,  blackboard  exercises,  descriptive  explana- 
"^ODs,  word  studies,  notes,  questions,  tests  of  study,  music,  &c., 
^x^aldng  it  a  complete  help  on  the  International  Lessons  for  home 
^xid  school.  The  favor  with  which  this  new  paper  has  been 
^'©ceived  promises  for  it  a  hopeful  and  useful  future. 

T)he  Sunday-School  World  signalized  the  beginning  of  the 

'*i©"vr  seven  years'  course  of  lessons  in  1880  by  changing  its  form 

&oin  that  of  a  sixteen-page  quarto  to  an  octavo  magazine,  with 

^1^    illuminated  cover.     The  valuable  material  which  is  given  in 

^^ch  number  is  thus  made  more  convenient  for  current  use,  while 

*^  C2an  also  be  better  preserved  in  bound  volumes  for  future  refer- 

**^  C3e.     A  large  number  of  members  of  the  Society,  together  with 

^  ^Miy  of  its  subscribers,  have  signified  their  high  appreciation  of 

*^^  paper  in  its  new  form.     The  Helps  upon  the  International 

*-*^^g8ons  have  been  continued  by  the  skilled  writers  who  have 

^^^Tctofore  served  so  satisfactorily  in  that  department,  while  new 

^^'^tares  have  been  introduced  to  give  even  greater  completeness. 


^ticles  upon  various  phases  of  the  Sunday-school  work,  from 
^^perienced  contributors,  have  enriched  the  pages  of  the  maga- 
^e,  while  special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  departments 
mission  work  and  Sunday-school  literature. 
The  Child's  World,  issued  monthly  and  semi-monthly,  in 
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addition  to  occasional  helps  upon  the  themes  of  the  International 
Lessons,  has  contained  special  articles  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Richard 
Newton,  while  a  large  number  of  other  favorite  writers  for  chil- 
dren are  among  its  regular  contributors.  It  is  designed  to  make 
it  a  paper  which  may  be  a  welcome  visitor  in  every  home  where 
there  are  young  people. 

Three  Scuolaus'  Papeus,  containing  helps  upon  the  Inter- 
national Lessons,  are  issued :  The  Advanced  Paper j  for  adult 
Bible  classes ;  The  Intermediate  Papery  for  the  main  school ;  and 
The  Primary  Paj^er,  tinted  and  with  pictures,  for  the  younger 
classes.  By  this  graded  system  of  Lesson  Helps,  the  wants  of 
all  classes  are  most  completely  met. 

The  Quarteiu.y  Review  Chart,  designed  to  aid  superin- 
tendents in  securing  interesting  and  profitable  reviews,  is  issued 
on  a  large  sheet,  in  type  which  can  be  read  by  all  the  scholars  in 
the  school.  It  contains  the  list  of  Lessons,  Golden  Texts,  Cen- 
tral Truths,  Practical  Teachings,  &c.  Further  helps  for  pre- 
paring the  reviews  are  aflForded  in  The  Superintendent's  Review 
Paper  and  the  Scholars'  and  Teachers  Review  Paper^  both  of 
which  are  issued  quarterly. 

This  comprehensive  system  of  helps  will  indicate  what  part  the 
Society  is  bearing  in  the  great  work  of  promoting  Bible  knowledge 
and  Christian  character,  through  the  International  Lesson  system. 

Early  in  the  past  year,  the  Rev.  Edwin  W.  Rice,  Editor  of  the 
Periodicals,  arranged  to  spend  the  summer  in  Europe,  as  the 
representative  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  becoming  more  familiar  with  the  progress  of 
Sunday-schools  in  Great  Britain  and  upon  the  Continent.  The 
results  of  his  observations  and  study  of  the  operations  of  similar 
societies  abroad  have  afforded  important  information  to  stimulate 
and  guide  the  Society  in  preparing  a  suitable  and  sound  literature 
for  American  Sunday-schools. 

The  Rev.  Moseley  II.  Williams,  whose  previous  training  and 
experience  have  peculiarly  qualified  him  for  the  position,  has  been 
elected  Assistant  Editor. 

The  Society  records  with  pleasure  some  improvement  m  the 
sale  of  its   publications,  due   to  returning  prosperity  in   the 


i 


67 

country,  after  a  long  period  of  financial  .depression  which  began 
in  1873.  While  the  Managers  endeavor  to  conduct  the  publica- 
tion work  on  business  principles,  they  do  not  wish  the  friends  of 
the  Society  to  imply  that  it  has  a  large  capital  for  this  purpose. 
On  the  contrary,  they  have  not  been  able  to  extend  this  branch 
of  the  Society's  operations  in  proportion  to  the  growing  demands 
of  the  cause,  but  have  been  compelled  to  limit  it  from  the  lack  of 
sufficient  capital.  The  Union  has  not  accumulated  such  a  capital, 
owing  to  various  causes,  such  as,  the  effort  to  furnish  its  publi- 
cations to  mission  and  other  Sunday-school  workers  at  a  very 
slight  advance  on  their  first  cost,  and  for  the  first  forty-five  years 
after  its  organization,  it  made  advances  to  the  missionary  work, 
and  it  now  makes  the  largest  reductions  on  publications  that  are 
famished  to  the  Missionary  Committee  for  sale  or  donation. 

The  Managers  confidently  call  attention  of  the  friends  of  the 
Society  to  the  value  and  power  of  the  press  as  a  missionary 
agency,  in  presenting  gospel  truth  to  the  thoughtless;  an 
agency  second  only  to  the  living  messenger.  While  the  import- 
ance of  sustaining  an  earnest  corps  of  missionaries  is  not  to  be 
undervalued,  that  of  providing  and  distributing  a  suitable  Ohrifl- 
tian  literature  to  instruct  and  develop  the  workers  themselves — 
missionaries,  superintendents,  teachers,  and  others — and  to 
elevate  and  advance  the  cause,  and  purify  and  strengthen  the 
tone  of  public  sentiment  in  respect  to  this  branch  of  Christian 
labor,  are  objects  worthy  of  the  best  talents,  the  largest  gifts, 
and  the  most  devout  prayers  of  Christ's  followers.  The  Mana- 
gers are  encouraged  to  believe  that  the  friends  of  the  Society 
appreciate  this  part  of  its  work,  and,  therefore,  will  see  that  it 
18  provided  with  adequate  capital  to  fulfill  this  important  branch 
of  its  mission. 

Necrology. — ^We  are  called  upon  again  this  year  to  record 
the  loss  of  some  of  our  best  friends.  Among  them  are  Major 
William  Frew,  Pittsburgh,  who  was  elected  a  Vice-President  in 
1872,  a  zealous  Christian  of  wide  influence,  and  a  liberal  and 
cheerful  contributor  to  the  missionary  work  of  this  Society; 
Ibomas  W.  Olcott,  one  of  the  most  influential  citizens  of  Al- 
bany, N.  Y.,  known  for  his  warm  interest  in  every  good  work, 
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elected  a  Vice-President  in  1877,  and  who  generonslj  aided  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union  by  liberal  contributions ;  D.  P. 
Weaver,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  elected  to  the  same  office  in  1878^ 
our  Superintendent  of  Missions  for  the  South  says  of  him,  '^  one 
of  my  first  and  best  friends ;"  and  Manager  Frederick  W.  Van- 
uxcm,  who  was  made  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Missions 
soon  after  his  election  to  the  Board  of  Managers  in  May,  1874. 
His  interest  in  the  work  was  constant ;  he  gave  his  time  and  labor 
willingly,  contributed  liberally  to  its  support,  and  by  his  genial 
Christian  helpfulness  greatly  endeared  himself  to  each  of  his 
fellow-members. 
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THE  AMERICAN  SUNDAT-SGHOOL  UNION 

In  account  vith  the  Contributor  to  the  Miaaionary    Work,  for  the  year  ending 

February  28,  1880. 

Dr. 

To  amount   appropriated,   not   expended  from   last 

year, $17,669  89 

To  amount  appropriated,  not  expended  on  Green  and 

Bucknell  Funds, 1,830  86 

To  collections  received  during  the  year,                       .  $59,013  97 

To  legacies  received  during  the  year,  12,325  47 

To  amouitt  received  from  Income  J.  G.  Green  Fund,  5,370  11 

Book  Fund,    .  2,406  00 

Wurts  Fund,  500  00 

Phelps  Fund,  154  54 

Bucknell  Fund,      .  168  29 

Discounts,  3,679  89 


84,218  27 
$103,719  02 


Gr. 

By  amount  of  salaries  paid  missionaries,    .                  .  $38,690  03 

travelling  expenses  paid  missionaries,  6,225  25 

postage  paid  missionaries,   .                  .  969  44 

expenses,  stationery,  Ac,  1,624  82 

freight  paid  missionaries,     .                  .  593  75 

By  books  and  other  Sunday-school  requisites  given 

to  schools, 8,469  65 

PHILADELPniA. 

By  salaries  paid  secretaries  and  bookkeeper. 
By  travelling  expenses  paid  secretaries, 

By  postage, 

By  freight, 

By  expenses,  stationery,  printing,  binding,  &c., 


By  Annual  Report, 

By  Sunday-school  Missionary, 

By  Teachers'  Hall  and  Parlor, 

New  York. 

By  salary  of  secretary  and  other  salaries, . 

By  postage, 

By  freight 

By  expense,  rent,  stationery,  &c.,       .         .         .        . 

Bj  Anniversary  expenses, 

Amount  carried  forward. 


^au,u  i  it    ir-m 

4,236  85 

7  00 

213  87 

10  62 

346  13 

4,814  47 
205  58 

403  05 

1,365  92 

2,999  99 

79  93 

2  25 

551  95 

3,634  12 
284  64 

$67,280  73 

70 

Amount  brought  forward, 
New  England. 


By  ealary  of  secretary, 
By  travelling  expenses, 
By  postage, 

By  fVcight,  .... 
By  expenses,  rent,  stationery, 


$67,280  73 


2,250  00 

356  02 

129  83 

8  86 

321  49 


By  balance  paid  of  advnnccs  in  former  years,    . 

By  amount  a)>propriatcd,  but  not  expended  on  Green 

and  Bucknell  Pounds. 2,596  75 

By  amount  appropriated,  but  not  yet  expended,         .    *23,154  28 


3,066  19 

$70,346  91 
7,621  08 

$77,967  99 


25,751  03 
$103,719  02 


*  The  "  amount  not  expended ''  includes  $6608  59  worth  of  books  in  the 
hands  of  missionaries. 
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ruption.  to  'li^r  his  living  out  of  tii»»  ^croninl.  ornm*.<  fime  tn  lace  with  roaliti^'s 
I     tbai  liru.sli  the  cohwehs  forfvur  out  of  his  hraiu.     TIhtc  is  a  iiiafruiiic<.'Ut  uii- 

tanieii  nature  lo  be  i-onquere«l.     There  are  tlie  Imnie^  of  nejrroer?  perisiiiiij'. 

liki:  tht'  Jew:?  of  ol»l,  for  lark  of  kn«»wIi'«|H|»'.  Tlien;  are  the  linliaus  siointr 
I      ilown  to  lieath  physically  ami  morally.     There  arc  t»ther  honles  of  lieathen 

coming  ill  at  the  I'aeilie  ooa<l  a^kiny:  for  eivjiization.     With  thes«*  crie^  of 

life  and  death  all  about  him.  hell  ludow  ami  heaven  ab«ive.  he  want--  to  {;et 
■  luil'l.  nut  of  man's  iloetrine,  but  of  Christ's  huml.  and  the  man  who  can  ^ive 
'      him  that  i?.  the  real  helper." 

I  Uev.  KuEN  Tiujma-.  I».I>.,  in  a  letter  recently  written  to  the  Louii"ti  Chn*- 

fiiifi   If  or/f/,  *ay.s  : 

'  "The  American  Sundav-School  I'nion  ha?!  its  eve  on  new  .settlements  all 

alonj;  the  frontier  line.  *      *      It   is  undoul»tedly  and  j>'ir  *folhnt'f  the 

I  pioneer  society  of  the  Northwest  and  West.  Th»'se  new  settlers  on  the  fron- 
tier are  of  a  better  classs  than  would  be  assume*!.  .Manv  of  them  have  been 
religiously  nurtured  in  childhood.'*'     Speakinjr  <^1  the  settlements:  "The  reli- 

I  pious  jicople  themselves  are  of  all  ecclesiastical  denoniination>  Theii»  will 
be  two  or  three  .Methodists,  two  or  three  Bapti>ts.  two  or  threr  l*re«*b\terian> 
or  <.'on}rre)j:ationalist.s.  one  Kpiscopalian.  two  liomanists.  one  Adventist,  one 
Unitarian,  one  Sweilenborjjijin.  tme  ("ampbellite.  The  tpiestiuu  arises,  how 
isball  the.-e  unite  in  any  chur<:h  confederacy,  assumin^r  them  to  be  disponed  to 
do  it?  If,  as  i^  jrenerally  the  cast*,  there  is  more  ilenominaitionalism  in  them 
than  (.'hrisiianity :  if  'all  seek  their  own.  nut  tin*  things  which  are  .Ie«.us 
i/hrist's.'  there  will  be  no  possibility  of  a  church  organization  ;  or,  if  one  is 
foriued.  it  uill  soon  split  up.  The  American  Sunday-School  Union  goes  in 
arid  seeks  after  the  children,  organize*  a  Sunday-school  where  the  IJible.  and 
Ih*"  Bible  only,  is  to  be  taught,  and  «»olve.-  the  problem.  \V«irkinii  together 
in  Sunday-school  the  peopb*  -«o<»n  get  to  knriw  one  another.  an«l  fm'M'Utly 
thfv  discover  that  it  is  possible  that  thev  can  work  tojiether.  -ing  toiiether. 
pr;ty  together,  reati  the  Bible  together,  and  be  t.'hri^tians  t<igeth«'r." 


CONTRIBUTIONS. 

The  legal  form  of  bequest  is, 

•'I    «IVK    .\ND    REvrK.\Ti[    Tt»    XWY.    .\.Mt:UH   VN    SrXH.W-ScHOoI.    U\Io>.   »Sl.\lJ- 
M.*4||K[l    IN'    THE    t'lTY    OF    PhILAOKLPUIA. I»OLLAUS.' 

TuiRrv  Dollar^  constitute  a  Life  Member. 

(Contributions  to  the  Missionarv  work  ot   the  Amkkkvn  Sinhav-Sciiooj. 
!Tmon   mav  be  addressed  to 

EENRT  PERKINS,  Trrasarer,  1122  Chpttnnt  St.,  Pbilad«lphia. 

MISSIONARY  CORRESPONDENCE. 

f*«Tron=i  desiring  information  i-onceniiug  tin-  Mi*>iion.iry  work  -jlHiubl  addre*" 

M.  A.  WURT8.  Secretary  of  MiBsions,  or 

Rev.  E.  W.  RIG£t  Assistant  Secretary  of  Mi5tiioiii<, 

MJ'_'   ril|>iM   I    ^IhFM,    l»HII  M»II  I'HI.* 

t*ouiii)unic.itioiis  relative  to  tin-  work  in  New  York  m.i\  !»••  :idilr«-«-cd  to 

F.  H.  WISEWELL.  Secretary  for  New  Tork, 

Letters  relating  t(»  the  work  in  N'rw  Kngiaiiii  may  be  a«ldr«-*ril  lo 

NELSON  KINOSBURT.  Secretary  for  Nevir  Enj^laud. 


SCHAFF'S  BIBLE  DICTIONARY 

•      •^^     ■• !     .V..::.        i'  :•  "•  •  SLI.N     H.I.  i'S  I  U.\  I'i:!*. 

!   ••■  ;  I    I   .         I-     •..■••••      i     I    .     •  .      •.;'.i  •.   .11:  1    !:•:  *»  A  .•!  'I.\ 

UTGTIOIsrj^^T?.Y    OF   THE    BIBLE 

7::  Tarter:,  Fasiiliec,  and  STinda7-:chools, 

liy  till-   Ui\.  IMIIIJP  sniAl  i\   l>.0.,   lA.AK 

Ailri  '.-y  u  iiui.ilir  •.•i'  l.''iji:j'-»e:ir.  .Vc.h«'ilirs. 

FOUR    HUNDRED    DESCRIPTIVE   ENGRAVINGS. 

r  w  I :  I .  \   I :    < '  <>  i .  <  >  ic  i :  d    map  s, 

i*    •;.;•■•!   .»•    J    I    i".    •  \|..  •!..     ♦..•    I:,    .    An!  k. 

H-.iii«l.<Min!v  l.JoMiiJ  ir.  Cliilb.        ?"v-  olIv  $2.50.  :i«;t. 

A  CHRISTIAN  CATECHISM,  FOR  SUNDAY-SCHOOLS  &  FAMM 

\\-»  I. •■••I  I.        \\'\'h  i'h'.i:  •   xi-  ..:.ii  Ni.tf.. 


■  •     . 


By  PHILIP  SCHAPF.  D.D..  11.  D. 

J'lnri.  :..••.•■••  ••.•    >   :■•.•.    'I.  •..  -I.i    S.:  iHi-    •.    ••      •  in.:- h.  ::..|ii  :::i    t'ii»*r 
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TESTIMONIES  TO  ITS  WOEK. 


»•» 


"I  like  this  Society  for  the  direct  work  in  which  it  is  engaged.  It  is  em 
ically  a  home  missionary  society  working  in  what  I  believe  to  be  the  mos 
portant  direction,  with  the  best  agents,  and  with  the  most  efficient  instnimcDt 
And  if  I  look  at  the  small  sum  of  money,  comparatively,  which  it  has  cost  t 
this  institution  for  the  last  fifty  years,  surely,  I  may  say,  *  Were  there  ever 
results  jifained  by  the  payment  of  so  small  a  premium?"* — Rev.  William  M.  T 
D.D,  New  York  City. 

"  I  regard  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  as  one  of  those  gifts  of  P 
dence  which  mark  ever  the  rise  and  advance  of  the  Church  of  God.  Vou  hai 
men,  the  organization,  the  experience  of  fifty  years — a  vast  thing  to  possess  i 
way  of  spiritual  accomplishment  for  this  nation." — Rev.  C.  L.  Goodellf  D.D.,  Si.  . 

"  I  like  the  operations  of  this  Sunday-School  Society,  because  it  takes  thic 
their  natural  order,  commencing  at  the  very  beginuiag  of  things.  Give  m 
children,  and  let  me  kneel  with  them,  and  let  me  teach  them  the  principles 
Saviour's  love ;  let  me  teach  them  to  stand  up  boldly  for  God  and  God's  trutl; 
we  need  not  fear  for  the  future  of  the  church  or  of  the  world." — Rev.  Wm.  A 
McVickar^  D.D.^  Philadelphia. 

"  It  is  no  easy  thing  to  prepare  books  for  Sunday  schools  ;  and  the  work  has 
so  wretchedly  done  by  some  publishers,  as  to  inflict  a  class  of  books  on  our  scl 
of  the  most  reprehensible  character.  *  *  *  The  American  Sunday-School  1 
has  set  a  praiseworthy  example  here ;  and  Irish  Amy,  and  scores  of  other  bo* 
corresponding  worth,  attest  how  earnestly  they  have  done  this." — Episcopal  Re 
and  Covenant. 

*•  If  I  could  speak  to  every  Church,  Sunday-school,  Christian  and  philanth 
in  the  land,  I  would  plead  with  them  to  give  the  American  Sundaj'-School  Un 
large  place  in  their  contributions ;  for  1  believe  there  is  no  work  for  Chris 
yields  a  quicker,  larger  or  richer  return  for  the  money  expended,  and  no  societ, 
should  be  more  liberally  supported." — JJ.  L.  Moody. 

"As  the  founder  and  supporter  of  schools  it  has  no  peer.  No  other  soci« 
diligently  follows  emigration  as  this ;  no  other  is  so  prompt  to  organize  the  s 
wherever  emigration  pitches  its  multitudinous  camps,  as  this." — Rev.  Geo,  C.  . 
D.D.^  Evanaton^  III. 

"  1  never  behold  this  society  in  its  actual  purpose  and  achievement,  without 
ing  that  I  had  it  in  my  power  to  do  far  more  for  its  upbuilding.  It  dcserv 
loyalty." — Rev.  L.  T.  Chamberlain^  Xurwich,  Conn. 

"The  American  Sunday-School  Union  has  done  an  excellent  thing  in  pro< 
the  compilation  of  such  a  Dictionary  (of  the  Bible)^  under  the  accurate  editing  • 
veteran,  Dr.  Philip  Schatf.'— TA**  Conyreyationalist^  Boston. 

"The  American  Sunday-School  Union  has  led  a  great  army  of  neglected  ch 
into  Sunday-schools,  thousands  of  whom  have  found  the  Saviour,  and  thus 
laid  the  foundations  of  many  churches.     It  is  quietly  and  effectively  prosecuti 
work  still,  for  which  there  is  increasing  need." — P.  G.  Gilletlj  LL.D. 

"  1  have  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  many  of  its  agents.  I  have  travellet 
them  from  meeting  to  meeting,  and  from  State  to  State,  and  I  know  what  man 
men  they  are.  I  believe  iliey  fear  God.  I  think  they  are  bent  upon  doing 
work,  not  in  the  mere  energy  of  the  flesh  and  with  the  mere  wisdom  of  the 
which  is  foolishness  with  God,  but  in  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  \ 
agency  of  his  truth." — Rev.  John  Hall^  D.D.^  New  York  City. 

(ConUnued  ou  page  3,  cover.) 


THB 


57th 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THB 


Immtcirt  ^«n4»£-^tftaal  ^nk% 


MAY,   1881. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

AMERICAN   SUNDAY-SCHOOL  UNION, 

No.  1122  CHESTNUT  STREET. 


TESTIMONY  TO  THE  SOCIETY'S  WORK. 


"  Where  is  the  pastor  who  has  not  felt  the  great  accession  of  power 
which  he  derives  from  the  American  Sunday-School  Union?  Where  is  the 
church  that  does  not  bless  God  for  it?  Where  is  the  Christian  that  does  not 
thank  God  for  au  institution  that  has  breathed  the  very  philanthropy  of  the 
Lord  of  glory,  especially  in  its  beneficent  influence  upon  the  young?" 

Rby.  Richabd  Fullbb,  D.D. 

^'  For  evidence  of  the  honors  God  has  heaped  upon  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union,  I  must  refer  you  to  its  annual  reports,  and  also  to  the  unsoli- 
cited testimony  of  the  good  and  pious  from  every  part  of  our  common 
country :  while  the  record  of  the  redeemed  adorns  the  lofty  elevation  of  this 

fair  enterprise." 

R«v.  H.  V.  D.  JoHKS,  D,D. 

'^  The  American  Sunday-School  Union  for  fifty-six  years  has  carried  the 
gospel  to  thousands  who  had  no  other  instruction  in  the  plan  of  salvation. 
Its  missionary  work  has  been  managed  through  the  South  with  singular  dis- 
cretion and  ability,  and  its  opportunity  was  never  so  great  as  now." 

Rby.  E.  p.  Hdmphbbt,  D.D. 

**  This  Pioneer  Sunday-school  Missionary  Society  is  doing  a  great  work 
in  the  destitute  South,  gathering  all  classes  into  Bible-schools,  by  elements 
so  simple  and  means  so  small,  it  has  reached  such  vatt  retulUy  that  it  reminds 
us  of  the  prophet's  vision  of  a  river  stealing  silently  up  from  the  narrow 
basement  of  the  temple.  Day  after  day  this  fertilizing  stream  deepens  its 
channel,  widens  its  surface,  and  swells  its  tide  of  good.  May  its  benefits 
continue  to  flow  as  *  the  river  of  God'  over  our  whole  land." 

Rbv.  D.  H.  Bittlb,  D.D. 

''  I  regard  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  as  the  grandest  mis- 
sionary enterprise  of  the  age,  for  it  can  go  where  the  church  cannot  go." 

Rbv.  Stuart  Robinson,  D.D. 
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David  Lewis.  " 
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S.  P.  Farrington,    Chicago,  HL 

F.  E.  Hinckley,  *^ 

Charles  E.  Culver,       ** 

L.  Z.  Leiter, 

Marvin  Hughett, 

B.  F.  Norris, 

Mark  Ayres, 

Mark  Skinner,  ** 

E.  (t.  Keith.  " 

Thomas  Dent,  " 

J.  H.  Hollister,  M.D., 

R.  £.  Jenkins, 

Norman  William.s,         " 

Henry  Phelps,  Lewistottn.  HI. 
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L.  L.  Day,  Peoria.  III. 

John  Dekre,  Moli/ie,  III. 

John  P.  Manny,  Rockford,  III. 

George  Churchill,  Gale^urg,  III. 

O.  T.  Johnson,  " 

John  S.  McDonald,  Fmd  du  Lac,  Wis. 

Horace  Hallock,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Alanson  Shelby,  " 
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Harvey  J.  Hollister,       " 

W.  U.  Boyd,  Monroe,  Mich. 
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Samuel  Merrill,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 
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N.  P.  Dodge,  " 

H.  Scott  Howkll,  Keokuk,  Iowa, 

D.  R.  NOYES,  8L  Paul,  Minn. 
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D.  C.  Bell,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Henry  Plant,  '* 
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George  Nugent,  Martin  Luther  Finckbl, 
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David  Thain, 

FOR  ONE  TEAR,  ENDINO  HEAT.  1882. 

Benjamin  B.  Comegys,  W.  Henry  Sutton, 

Thomas  Cooper,  William  B.  Hanna, 

J.  W.  C.  Leveridge,  New  York,  James  F.  Stone,  M.D., 

James  M.  Brown,  New  Yorkj  George  Kellogg,  Hartford^  Conn.y 

George  K.  Crozer,  William  H.  Ford,  M.D. 

John  R.  Whitney, 
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Alexander  Brown,  Alexander  Whilldin, 

Benjamin  B.  Comegys,  Gbobgb  H.  Stuart, 

J.  Campbell  Harris. 


FIFTY-SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  year  1880  witnessed  the  centenary  celebration  of  the 
modern  Sunday-school  system,  which  traces  the  beginning  of  its 
wide  popularity  to  the  first  school  founded  by  Robert  Raikes, 
Gloucester,  England,  in  1780.  By  invitation  of  the  London 
Sunday-School  Union,  over  five  hundred  foreign  delegates,  repre- 
senting fourteen  Christian  nationalities,  and  friends  of  Sunday- 
schools  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  were  assembled  in  the  Guild 
Hall,  Loudon,  the  Lord  Mayor  presiding,  to  do  honor  to  so  great 
an  event,  and  to  gather  up  the  lessons  of  the  century  for  future  in- 
struction and  improvement.  Our  venerable  worker.  Rev.  B.  W. 
Chidlaw,  who,  in  connection  with  the  Rev.  John  Hall,  D.D., 
attended  as  a  delegate  from  the  American  Sunday  School  Union, 
presents  a  report  of  the  august  assembly  and  its  doings,  in  his 
survey  of  work  given  upon  another  page. 

CHRISTIAN   EDUCATION   THE   SAFEGUARD    OF  THE   NATION. 

President  Garfield,  in  his  inaugural  address,  urged  the  neces- 
sity of  ^'  the  saving  influence  of  universal  education  as  the  one 
remedy  to  meet  the  danger  of  illiteracy*'  now  threatening  the 
nation,  and  uttered  these  impressive  truths:  "It  is  the  high 
privilege  and  sacred  duty  of  those  now  living  to  educate  their 
uccessors  and  fit  them  by  intelligence  and  virtue  for  the  inherit- 
ance which  awaits  them.  In  this  beneficent  work  sections  and 
races  should  be  forgotten,  and  partisanship  should  be  unknown. 
Let  our  people  find  a  new  meaning  to  the  divine  oracle  which 
declares  that 'a  little  child  shall  lead  them.***  Do  not  these 
words  from  the  nation's  Chief  Magistrate  fully  describe  the  patri- 
otic as  well  as  beneficent  work  of  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union  ?     This  Society,  discarding  all  partisanship,  aims  to  unite 
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all  Christians,  all  sections  and  races,  and  by  intelligence  and 
virtue  to  fit  those  who  will  soon  control  the  destinies  of  the  re- 
public for  the  duties  which  await  them. 

A  representative  Christian  merchant  of  the  Northwest,  in 
characterizing  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  as  "  the 
guardian  of  the  nation's  children,"  voices  the  sentiment  of  those 
who  are  familiar  with  the  results  of  the  Society's  operations  for 
the  past  half-century.  When  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union  was  organized  in  1824,  a  juvenile  religious  literature  had 
not  been  originated.  President  Humphrey,  of  Amherst  College, 
says :  "  All  the  books  for  children  then  known  to  him  were 
'Watts'  Songs;' '  Martyrdom  of  John  Rogers;'  'Dialogue  between 
Christ,  a  Youth,  and  the  Devil;'  'Pilgrim's  Progress;*  'The 
New  England  Primer,'  and  'Robinson  Crusoe.'"  Dr.  T.  H. 
Gallaudet  could  recall  scarcely  fifteen  such  volumes,  even  in- 
cluding "  Goody  Two  Shoes ;"  "  Glass  Slipper ;"  "  Bluebeard ;" 
"House  that  Jack  Built,"  and  "Who  Killed  Cock  Robin?" 
(See  Annual  Report,  1850.) 

The  Society,  therefore,  was  compelled  not  only  to  create  a 
juvenile  religious  literature,  but  also  to  awaken  a  uste  and  a 
demand  for  it.  It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  the  Amer- 
ican Sunday-School  Union  was  the  pioneer  in  producing  picture- 
papers  and  illustrated  religious  books  for  children ;  issuing  and 
selling  these  works  without  profit.  Some  important  publications 
were  sold  below  cost^  as  were  many  of  the  issues  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

THE   SUNDAY-SCHOOL    LIBRARY. 

The  permanence  of  Sunday-schools  in  rural  districts  was  found 
to  depend  so  largely  upon  supplies  of  suitable  reading  as  to  require 
an  outlay  by  the  Society  of  many  thousands  of  dollars  beyond 
the  amount  paid  and  contributed  for  this  purpose.  The  wisest 
Christian  philanthropists  urged  that  large  supplies  of  religious 
literature  be  furnisheil  to  needy  schools  as  a  national  duty,  and 
as  a  work  which  this  Society  was  called  on  to  perform  in  the 
interest  of  general  religious  education.  Within  a  few  years  after 
the  American  Sunday-School  Union  began  its  publication  work. 


the  circulating  Sunday-school  library  became  common  and  pop- 
ular, and  through  it  multitudes  have  read  of  the  way  of  life,  who 
were  not  reached  by  other  means  of  grace. 

A  fair  indication  of  the  sentiment  prevailing  among  leading 
Christians  is  found  in  the  following  testimony  of  the  Rev.  James 
W.  Alexander,  D.D.,  given  in  his  suggestive  book  on  "The 
American  Sunday-School:" 

By  the  two  great  means  of  schools  and  books,  one  inclusive  of 
the  other,  mankind  are  civilized ;  by  the  same,  under  the  minis- 
try of  gospel  truth  in  the  church,  they  are  Christianized.  Books 
may  be  without  schools,  and  in  extreme  cases,  where  oral  teach- 
ing is  made  compulsory,  schools  may  be  without  books ;  but  each 
inters  the  other.  .  .  .  The  Sunday-school,  by  its  twofold  ma- 
chinery of  oral  lessons  and  books,  goes  so  deeply  to  work,  that 
for  its  triumphs  it  needs  only  the  thorough  carrying  out  of  its 
principles.  .  .  .  Schools  and  books  will  strike  us  as  joined  to- 
gether by  a  providential  arrangement  and  a  real  principle,  when 
we  submit  to  examination  this  more  general  topic  of  the  increase 
of  knowledge  by  books. 

LITERATURE   OP   THE   UNION. 

On  the  quality  of  the  Society's  literature,  he  further  states : 

When  we  have  awakened  an  appetite  for  reading,  we  must  pro- 
vide books  to  satisfy  it.  Hence  our  familiarity  with  libraries  as 
connected  with  schools ;  and  hence  the  wisdom — I  might  say 
necessity — of  a  house  of  publication,  in  order  to  make  the  Sun- 
day-school organization  widely  effective.  .  .  .  The  libraries  of 
religious  books  which  are  furnished  for  children  and  youth  by  the 
Sunday-school  are  worthy  of  special  consideration.  They  dis- 
perse Knowledge  far  and  wide,  even  where  the  living  messenger 
cannot  go.  They  have  been  marked,  not  by  negative  qualities, 
or  the  absence  of  false  doctrine,  but  by  positive  enunciation  of 
positive  evangelical  doctrine,  to  an  extent  which  many  among  us 
may  not  have  known.  It  is  no  sickly  or  puny  theology  which  is 
nurtured'  on  such  matter  as  the  *'  Holy  War,"  or  the  *'  Way  of 
Life,"  or  the  "Great  Question." 

And  more  recently  the  Rev.  Thomas  Armitage,  D.D.,  declares 
of  the  publication  work  of  the  American  Sunday  School  Union  : 

/  believe  that  since  this  Society  was  organized  you  have  poured 
oiU  upon  the  public  mind  a  larger  literature  upon  the  subject  of 
the  early  conversion  of  children  than  the  world  possessed  in  the 
eighteen  hundred  years  before  your  organization,  .  .  .  I  feel  that 
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it  is  a  proud  thing  to  sat/  of  this  Institution  that  it  has  awakened 
more  earnestness^  stirred  more  affection^  spread  more  light, 
aroused  more  zeal  for  the  conversion  of  children  than  the  eighteen 
centuries  before  it  exerted  upon  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ, 

Only  a  partial  conception  of  the  service  this  Society  has  ren- 
dered to  the  nation,  in  promoting  Christian  education,  can  be 
gained  from  the  statement  that  it  has  distributed  over  $7,250,000 
worth  of  publications,  and  in  57  years  has  organized  70,000  Sun- 
day-schools, induced  500,000  persons  to  teach  3,000,000  of 
otherwise  neglected  souls  the  word  of  God — that  it  has  also  ren- 
dered aid  in  response  to  105,000  calls  from  schools  representing 
a  membership  of  6,000,000,  and  has  expended  in  missionary 
labor  about  $2,600,000.  All  these  tell  but  part  of  the  story  of 
its  educational  work  and  its  results. 

Yet  the  field  has  not  grown  less,  but  rather  greater,  owing  to 
the  unprecedented  growth  of  the  republic. 

Notwithstanding  the  remarkable  blessing  of  God,  which  has 
attended  the  labors  of  the  Society,  there  are  now  three  times  as 
many  children  without  religious  care  as,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
century,  there  were  children  in  the  nation.  Much  of  the  common 
literature  for  the  young  has  become  sensational,  without  even 
the  flavor  of  the  gospel.  Many  works  saturated  with  skepticism 
and  impurity  find  their  way  even  to  unsuspecting  homes  and 
souls.  There  is  a  great  opportunity  and  a  loud  call  now  for  the 
agency  of  a  conscientious  and  painstaking  Society  like  the  Union 
to  turn  the  flood  of  evil  literature  which  corrupts  the  young,  and 
to  supply  in  its  place  one  that  will  promote  healthful  and  stalwart 
character. 

CHRISTIAN   LITERATURE   AS   A   MISSIONARY  AGENCY. 

In  the  work  of  supplying  a  proper  Christian  literature  the 
entire  population  of  the  country  may  be  conveniently  divided  into 
two  classes : 

First.  Those  whose  conscious  wants,  in  a  measure,  harmonize 
with  their  spiritual  needs. 

These  seek,  and  are  usually  willing  to  pay  for,  the  religious 
works  they  need,  and  will  obtain  a  proper  supply  through  the 
ordinary  channels  of  trade. 
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Second.  Those  whose  desires  and  tastes  do  not  harmonize  with 
eir  greatest  spiritual  needs. 

This  class  is  not  likely  to  be  supplied  by  the  ordinary  law  of 

'ade,  but  must  be  reached  by  direct  and  persistent  effort.    They 

511  not  take  pains  to  seek  good  books,  nor  will  they  pay  liber- 

lly  for  a  supply.     In  some  cases  it  is  only  in  that  chance  hour 

M  sorrow,  perplexity,  and  trouble,  or  when  some  shadow  comes 

"ver  the  home  or  the  soul,  that  a  good  book,  if  it  is  then  at  band, 

^ill  be  taken  up  or  read.     If  it  is  there,  at  such  times,  it  may 

Ting  consolation  and  guidance,  and  lead  the  soul  to  the  only 

^urce  of  all  consolation  and  of  salvation.     Such  a  work  at  such 

time  may  be  a  benediction  to  a  home  and  to  many  souls,  but  it 

ust  be  furnished  in  the  first  instance  gratuitously,  or  at  small 

st,  and  probably  through  the  children  of  this  household. 

LITERATURE  NEEDED  TO  MAKE  MISSION  SCHOOLS  PERMANENT. 

Hence,  a  suitable  Christian  literature  is  needed  to  render 
unday-school  mission  work  enduring.  Wide  observation  and 
pondence  clearly  demonstrate  that  those  schools  in  new 
^communities  which  are  well  supplied  with  a  suitable  library, 
^terature,  and  Bible  helps,  have  been,  as  a  rule,  effective  and 
permanent  organizations.  Those  that  have  not  been  so  supplied 
liave  often  proved  ephemeral.  Parents  do  not  expect  a  secular 
school  to  be  conducted  without  a  full  supply  of  proper  text- 
books ;  these  are  the  instruments,  the  tools,  by  which  the  work 
is  accomplished.  So,  in  the  Sunday-school  there  must  be  proper 
text-books  and  helps  in  the  study  of  the  one  great  Book,  which 
is  the  theme  of  Sunday-school  instruction.  A  number  of  the 
more  experienced  and  successful  missionaries  have  recently  given 
emphatic  testimony  respecting  the  importance  and  value  of  the 
publications  of  the  Society  in  mission  Sunday-school  work.  We 
have  space  for  only  a  few  characteristic  extracts. 

The  Rev.  W.  P.  Paxson,  St.  Louis : 

They  are  certainly  of  great  aid  in  securing  the  permanency  of 
new  schools,  because  a  school  to  be  a  success  must  have  a  liter- 
ature, and  one  in  which  all  can  agree.  Then  the  effort  to  supply 
themselves  with  literature  increases  the  importance  of  the  school 
in  their  own  minds.     *'  The  Way  Made  Plain  "  has  been  blessed 
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in  my  field  to  the  conversion  of  souls  more  tban  any  otber  book. 
Several  very  affecting  and  striking  cases  of  the  kind  have  oc- 
curred. 

W.  H.  Beach,  Southern  Illinois : 

First,  as  to  the  importance  of  your  publications  in  my  work, 
I  have  to  say  they  are  indispensable ;  so  much  so  that  I  should 
not  think  it  practicable  to  organize  a  school  without  them.  Sun- 
day-school literature  is  specially  needed  for  country  schools, 
because  of  the  ignorance  and  defective  qualifications  of  teachers, 
and  their  work  must  be  prepared  for  them.  My  work  is  almost 
exclusively  in  the  rural  districts,  where  the  population  is  scat- 
tered and  of  divided  religious  sentiment.  I  look  on  your  Union 
Quarterly  as  the  best  and  most  attractive  of  all  the  quarterlies. 
Permit  me  in  addition  to  say  of  the  Sunday-School  Worlds  that  it 
could  hardly  be  better,  and  all  I  have  said  of  the  Quarterly  ap- 
plies as  well  to  the  World.  The  expositions  of  the  lessons  by 
Dr.  Hall,  by  the  editor,  by  Dr.  Post,  and  Mrs.  Knox,  cannot  be 
excelled.  The  World  ought  to  go  to  every  Sunday-school  teacher 
in  the  world. 

John  Gnssel,  Kansas : 

The  first  absolutely  necessary  property  of  the  Sunday-school 
is  Bibles ;  then  helps  to  a  knowledge  of  its  contents ;  nei^t  bait 
for  the  gospel  hook,  i.  e.y  tickets,  chromos,  pictures,  papers,  etc. 
The  school  being  an  established  fact,  a  circulating  library  will 
help  it.  .  .  .  1.  The  publications  of  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union  are  absolutely  necessary  to  the  continuous  life  of 
country  Sunday-schools,  unless  you  can  find  other  literature 
equally  acceptable  to  the  people.  2.  Books  are  the  tools  of  the 
Sunday-school  worker.  The  carpenter  cannot  build  a  house 
with  a  jack-knife.  3.  I  would  like  to  put  in  the  hand  of  every 
Sunday-school  teacher  "The  Divine  Origin  of  the  Holy  Script- 
ures,'* by  Dr.  Allibone.  It  ought  to  be  sold  for  twenty-five 
cents.  I  have  found  "The  Way  Made  Plain*'  good  for  the 
seeker  for  truth. 

Rev.  C.  N.  Pond,  formerly  engaged  in  editing  Sunday-school 

publications,  but  now  laboring  in  Ohio  : 

1.  The  publications  have  seemed  to  me  of  essential  service  in 
organizing  schools.  I  feel  safe  in  putting  them  into  the  hands 
of  workers  in  such  schools.  By  them  I  am  enabled  to  put  the 
school  in  a  position  to  begin  work  at  once,  and  a  good  start  is 
very  helpful.  2.  My  opinion  is  that  a  longer  experience  will 
prove  the  helps  and  books  absolutely  necessary  to  permanence 
in  some  schools.     Where  there  are  several  different  denomina- 
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tions  in  the  pchool,  and  hence  no  one  denominational  board  could 
be  patronized,  the  Union  publications  are  recognized  as  being  on 
common  ground  and  suitable  for  all. 

Rev.  C.  Reimensnyder,  Pennsylvania : 

1.  They  are  of  the  utmost  importance.  Every  Sunday-school 
organized  must  have  books  and  papers.  Most  denominations 
now  publish  them.  But  denominational  publications  cannot  be 
introduced  into  Union  schools.  Persons  from  several  different 
denominations  are  usually  officers  and  teachers  in  these  schools, 
and  the  attempt  to  introduce  denominational  publications  would 
excite  opposition  and  endanger,  if  not  defeat,  success.  Hence, 
if  it  were  not  for  the  publications  of  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union,  we  would  often  fail  in  our  efforts  to  organize  schools. 
The  publications  are  important  also  to  the  improvement  of  exist- 
ing schools.  2.  What  is  indispensable  to  the  organization  of  a 
school  is  indispensable  also  to  its  permanency.  A  school  with 
incompetent  teachers,  with  neither  lesson  papers  for  the  scholars 
nor  helps  for  the  teachers,  in  which  there  is  little  instruction  and 
consequently  little  interest — such  a  school  is  not  likely  to  con- 
tinue long,  much  less  to  be  permanent.  3.  They  are  very  help- 
ful to  schools  connected  with  churches  which  have  few,  if  any, 
publications  of  their  own.  The  libraries  of  the  American  Sun- 
day-School Union  have  been  found  very  useful  in  their  schools. 

L.  D.  Doming,  Northern  New  York  : 

The  Union  publications  are  in  most  cases  indispensable  in  secu- 
ring the  permanence  of  new  schools.  In  neighborhoods  where  effi- 
cient workers  are  living,  Sunday-schools  are  already  in  most  cases 
established ;  but  the  destitute  points,  which  are  many,  require  all 
the  helps  that  can  be  provided  to  develop  workers  and  supply 
their  lack  of  ability.  "  Those  books  were  the  salvation  of  the 
school,*'  said  one  earnest  worker  last  month. 

L.  Milton  Marshy  superintendent  of  missions  in  Kansas  and 
Colorado : 

1.  The  character  of  the  publications  of  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union  has  been  so  well  understood  as  to  make  them 
acceptable  when  no  others  would  be  received.  In  very  many  in- 
stances during  my  connection  with  this  Society,  I  have  found 
them  of  great  importance  in  starting  new  Sunday-schools,  carry- 
ing a  pure,  undenominational  Christianity  into  settlements  divided 
into  ail  the  different  denominational  views  of  the  day.  2.  They 
are  in  many  cases  indispensable.  I  had  a  Sunday-school  broken 
up  by  the  introduction  of  denominational  books.     In  some  cases 
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other  publications  have  been  put  aside  and  ours  purchased.  In 
one  instance  Union  books  were  desired.  Those  bearing  an  im- 
print, "  Sunday-School  Union,"  were  procured,  but  soon  found 
to  be  sectarian,  and  caused  trouble. 

Martin  B.  Lewis,  for  twenty  years  a  successful  and  highly- 
esteemed  missionary  in  Minnesota : 

1.  They  [the  publications  of  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union]  are  of  all  importance.  2.  Were  it  not  for  these,  our 
schools  would  dwindle  down  to  a  very  small  number  in  each.  I 
have  often  said  the  Publication  Department  is  truly  a  missionary 
department  by  the  use  of  the  printed  page.  The  two  must  go 
together.  [Mr.  Lewis  also  relates  at  some  length  the  case  of  a 
Union  school  which  raised  money  to  send  to  him  to  secure  a 
library.  This  money  was  given  to  another  person,  who  procured 
books  bearing  the  imprint,  "  Sunday-School  Union,"  but  not 
"  American  Sunday-School  Union,"  and  the  continuance  of  the 
school  was  endangered  by  the  denominational  publications.] 

F.  G.  Ensign,  superintendent  of  missionary  operations  in  the 
Northwest  : 

The  Union  has  a  work  to  do  that  is  sacred  and  cannot  be  lightly 
thrown  aside,  in  keeping  up  the  standard  of  excellence  and  purity 
in  its  books  and  papers.  As  to  literature,  remove  all  conscien- 
tious and  painstaking  societies,  and  the  flood-gates  would  be  open 
wide. 

Rev.  Thomas  Wright,  of  Michigan,  sent  a  communication  to 
different  parties  connected  with  the  Sunday-schools  where  publi- 
cations of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  have  been  used, 
and  gives  the  replies  received : 

No.  1.  The  two  libraries  we  have  had  (Grand  Cheap  Libraries 
1  and  2)  seemed  to  draw  more  to  the  Sunday-school.  As  for  the 
lesson-helps,  I  do  not  see  how  a  Sunday-school  can  be  efficiently 
conducted  without  them.  The  Sunday- School  World  is  a  very 
great  help.  No.  2.  I  am  well  convinced  that  the  publications  of 
the  American  Sunday-School  Union  are  the  best  adapted  to  the 
wants  of  the  Sabbath-school — the  Lesson  Papers,  particularly 
the  Quarterly.  I  have  tried  others,  but  found  none  so  available. 
Without  the  papers  and  books  we  could  not  maintain  our  school. 
I  feel  assured  that  some  are  seeking  Christ,  and  are  striving  to 
enter  into  the  straight  and  narrow  way.  No.  3.  Thinks  the  time 
has  come  when  Sunday-schools  will  welcome  more  of  solid  read- 
ing, in  the  forms  of  biography  and  history.     No.  4.  Thinks  in 
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regard  to  Sunday-school  books  generally,  there  is  now  a  surplus  of 
biography,  but  that  more  historical  works  are  called  for.  No.  5. 
Suggests  books  of  travel,  interwoven  with  moral  instruction  ;  also 
more  in  natural  history,  with  the  same  purpose ;  and  more  tem- 
perance publications,  and  a  book  for  hoys  on  the  use  of  tobacco. 
No.  6.  Would  like  to  see  more  of  the  explorations  of  modern 
missionaries  put  into  the  Sunday-school  literature.  No.  7.  Says 
the  publications  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  are  just 
•what  we  need,  and  supply  all  our  wants.  No.  8.  The  book  of 
all  others  which  we  think  will  prove  the  most  helpful  is  SchafF*s 
Bible  Dictionary.  No.  9.  The  people  in  this  vicinity  seem  to 
like  the  publications  of  the  Society  well.  I  think  the  explana- 
tions in  the  lesson-helps  are  splendid.  No.  10.  We  have  used 
the  American  Sunday-School  Union's  books  altogether  for  our 
library.  I  know  of  two  persons  specially  benefited :  one  an  old 
gentleman  of  seventy  years,  seeking  the  Saviour,  was  comforted 
and  encouraged  while  listening  to  the  reading  of  "  Isa  Greame*8 
World,"  and  received  more  light  than  by  any  other  means  that 
I  am  aware  of.  The  Lesson  Leaves  of  the  Society  give  the  best 
satisfaction  of  any  of  our  helps,  and  when  we  fail  to  find  what  we 
"want  in  them,  w^e  just  turn  to  the  Hand-Book^  and  there  we 
have  it.  For  my  part,  I  should  feel  very  much  at  a  loss  in  try- 
ing to  conduct  a  Sunday-school  without  them. 

1  consider  it  a  question  perfectly  settled  that  the  publications 
of  the  Society  are  indispensable  to  its  missionaries  in  carrying  on 
and  maintaining  their  work. 

From  this  testimony  of  experienced  workers  it  is  evident  that 
the  importance  of  widely  and  freely  distributing  Christian  litera- 
ture as  an  auxiliary  to  missionary  work  is  worthy  of  special 
recognition  by  the  church  and  by  Christian  philanthropists. 

PUBLICATION  WORK   DURING   TUE   YEAR. 

During  the  past  year,  the  continued  efforts  of  the  Society  to 
produce  a  literature  suitable  to  aid  in  missionary  and  church 
work  have  been  recognized  with  grateful  appreciation.  The 
resignation  of  Dr.  Allibone,  Editor  of  the  Society's  books,  which 
was  noticed  in  the  last  Annual  Report,  was  afterwards  accepted, 
and  the  Rev.  Edwin  W.  Rice  was  elected  Editor  of  all  the  So- 
ciety's publications.  By  this  action  the  preparation  of  the  Soci- 
ety's books  and  periodicals  was  again  placed  under  one  editorial 
management,  as  in  the  earlier  history  of  the  Union.  Rev.  Mose- 
ley  H.  Williams  continues  his  services  as  Assistant  Editor. 
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Dr.  Schaff 's  Dictionary  of  the  Bibhj  announced  as  in  press  in 
the  last  Report,  was  duly  issued  and  has  met  with  merited  suc- 
cess.    A  number  of  intelligent  and  generous  Christians,  after 
careful  examination  of  the  work,  esteemed  its  value  so  highly 
that  they  cheerfully  gave  the  money  to  purchase  and  distribute 
copies  of  this  Dictionary  to  students  in  upwards  of  eighteen 
leading  theological  seminaries  in  the  country,  representing  six  or 
seven  different  denominations.     The  usefulness  of  the  work  as  a 
help  to  beginners  in  Sunday-school  teaching  was  made  so  ap- 
parent to  the  Committee  on  Missions,  that  it  recently  directed 
its  missionaries  to  furnish  a  copy  to  every  school  organized  by 
them  during  the  current  year.     Calls  for  it  have  come  from 
nearly  every  country  in  Europe,  and  from  Asia,  one  request 
being  from  a  converted  brahmin  in  India.     Although  an  unusu- 
ally large  edition  of  the  work  was  printed,  it  is  already  exhausted 
and  a  new  edition  is  now  in  press.     A  treatise  on  The  Four 
Gospehj  their  Age  and  Authorship^  has  also  been  issued  during 
the  year  as  a  help  in  Sunday-school  teaching ;  it  is  a  quiver  well 
filled  with  arrows  which  may  be  used  in  defence  of  the  divine 
authorship  of  the  gospel  history.     A  Woman's  Talks  about  India 
is  an  attractive  volume  conveying  instruction  in  regard  to  that 
country  and  its  missions,  and  may  be  commended  to  those  who 
wish  to  avoid  introducing  into  the  Sunday-school  library  so  many 
of  the  works  of  fiction  which  are  now  pressed  upon  their  atten- 
tion.    Among  other  publications  of  the  Society  issued  during  the 
year  are  The  Old  Stanfield  JTouse,  by  L.  E.  Guernsey ;  Marion^ 
by  Mrs.  Winslow ;  a  new  Pocket  Atlas  of  the  Lands  of  the  Bible, 
showing   recent   discoveries    and   explorations;    The   Scholars 
Hand-Book,  and  The  Sunday  Hours  Library,  a  choice  selection 
of  seventy-five  volumes  suitable  for  intermediate  scholars.     The 
Society  also  has  in  preparation  a  series  of  Sunday-School  Primers, 
intended  to  aid  teachers  and  others  of  limited  experience  who 
may  be  called  on  to  conduct  Sunday-schools,  especially  in  the 
newly-settled  communities  of  our  land. 

PERIODICALS   AND   LESSON   HELPS. 

With  January,  1881,  was  begun  the  publication  of  a  new  paper 
for  the  very  youngest  scholars,  called  The  Picture  World,  for 
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^little  People.  It  is  published  in  two  numbers  monthly,  and 
^oh  number  can  be  cut  into  two  parts  if  desired.  The  words 
are  printed  in  large  type  and  divided  into  syllables,  thus  en- 
couraging the  little  folks  to  read  for  themselves,  as  soon  as  they 
have  mastered  the  alphabet.  The  pictures  are  numerous,  and 
carefully  chosen  to  impart  information  as  well  as  to  furnish 
entertainment.  Each  part  contains  the  International  Lesson 
told  in  simple  language,  with  the  Golden  Text  and  questions  for 
little  learners. 

As  the  youngest  classes  were  thus  supplied  with  a  paper  espe- 
cially adapted  to  them  in  the  Picture  World,  the  Child's 
World  was  given  the  new  name  of  The  Youth's  World,  and 
the  contents  of  the  paper  were  adapted  to  the  intermediate  classes. 
Rev.  Dr.  Newton  and  other  favorite  writers  for  young  people 
have  contributed  regularly. 

The  two  papers  are  designed  to  go  together  into  schools  and 
families,  thus  meeting  the  tastes  of  those  of  various  ages. 

The  American  Sunday-School  Union  Quarterly,  which 
was  begun  in  January,  1880,  has  met  with  a  most  encouraging 
success,  and  larger  numbers  have  been  required  of  each  succes- 
sive issue.  Three  editions  were  printed  to  meet  the  demand  for 
the  first  number  of  1881. 

The  change  of  the  Sunday-School  World  to  a  magazine 
form,  which  was  announced  in  the  last  Annual  Report,  has  called 
out  many  commendations.  The  lesson-helps,  by  Rev.  Dr.  John 
Hall,  Prof.  Geo.  E.  Post,  M.D.,  of  Beirut,  Syria,  Mrs.  Alice 
W.  Knox,  and  Rev.  Edwin  W.  Rice,  have  been  greatly  appre- 
ciated by  the  faithful  Bible  student.  A  minister  writes :  "  Of 
all  the  lesson  expositions  that  come  to  me  none  begins  to  equal, 
for  clearness,  and  soundness,  and  suggestiveness,  and  all  the  ele- 
ments that  give  thorough  satisfaction  in  the  revelation  of  the 
meaning  and  spirit  of  the  Scripture  passages,  those  of  Dr.  Hall 
in  the  Sunday-School  World." 

The  Advance  and  Intermediate  Lesson  Papers  have  been  com- 
bined in  the  Scholar's  Lesson  Paper.  The  Primary  Paper 
for  the  younger  classes  is  continued  in  the  same  form  which  has 
made  it  bo  widely  acceptable  heretofore. 
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As  aids  in  the  important  and  too  mach  neglected  work  of  re- 
viewing, the  Society  oflfers  three  papers,  viz. :  The  Superin- 
tendent's Review  Paper,  the  Teacher's  and  Scholar's  Re- 
view Paper,  and  the  large  Review  Chart,  to  be  hang  upon 
the  wall. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  statement  that  the  periodi- 
cals of  the  Society  are  sufficiently  diversified  to  meet  the  wants 
of  many  grades,  while  the  appreciation  in  which  they  are  held  by 
practical  workers  is  shown  by  the  testimonies  from  missionaries 
given  in  previous  pages. 

AN    advance    demanded. 

Although  the  Society  has  done  much  to  promote  Christian 
education  through  its  literature  during  the  past,  had  the 
means  at*  its  command  been  more  ample,  it  could  have  re- 
sponded to  many  calls  it  was  compelled  to  deny.  Nor  will 
any  one,  who  properly  considers  the  subject,  say  that  its  means 
for  issuing  and  distributing  such  works  should  not  be  increased 
fourfold.  According  to  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Education,  the  people  expend  in  this  nation  upwards  of 
$86,000,000  annually  in  sustaining  the  public  school  system, 
which  is  intended  to  overcome  the  ignorance  that  is  felt  to  be 
dangerous  to  the  liberty  of  the  country.  In  addition  to  this, 
the  known  voluntary  gifts  of  individuals  to  endow  and  sustain 
colleges  and  higher  schools  of  education  have  lately  reached  the 
sum  of  $3,000,000  annually.  Will  any  say  these  sums  for  secu- 
lar education  are  too  great  ?  But  Christian  education  is  of  vastly 
greater  importance  than  intellectual  culture.  For  a  man  of  intel- 
ligence, with  bad  principles,  can  be  far  more  harmful  in  a  com- 
munity than  the  ignorant  man  with  those  evil  principles. 

USE    OF    the    press. 

Satan  has  his  schools  everywhere;  nor  does  he  neglect  the 
important  agency  of  the  press.  Few  realize  the  enormous  pro- 
portions to  which  the  work  of  supplying  America  with  worthless 
and  worse  than  worthless  books  has  grown.  Mr.  Anthony 
Comstock  asserts :  "  Bad  books  are  working  more  harm  than 
intemperance — tenfold  more."     It  is  said  that  more  worthless- 
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books  are  sold  than  of  all  other  books  combined.  Not  long  since 
a  single  New  York  hoase  is  reported  to  have  sent  to  one  retail 
book  store  in  one  day  three  and  one-half  tons  of  this  pernicioas 
literature.  That  vast  class  in  every  community  whose  tastes  are 
at  war  with  their  spiritual  needs  are  ready  to  be  furnished,  or 
furnish  themselves  even,  with  this  class  of  literature. 

Not  only  must  this  poison  be  counteracted,  but  the  taste  for  it 
must  be  corrected  by  the  industrious  presentation  and  introduction 
of  books  of  a  healthful  character.  The  great  class,  composed  of 
those  who  neglect  church  services,  or  who  are  not  within  reach  of 
them,  must  be  reached  by  other  agencies.  They  will  not  come  to 
hear  the  gospel :  the  news  of  salvation  must  be  borne  to  their  homes. 
This  work  can  be  done  most  effectively  and  cheaply  through  the 
press,  and  this  Society  has  special  facilities  for  accomplishing 
the  work.  It  is  a  field  for  missionary  labor  which  may  well  com- 
mand the  wisest  foresight  and  the  most  generous  support  of  the 
Christian  Church  and  of  all  Christian  philanthropists.  The 
managers  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  therefore,  again 
call  the  attention  of  the  friends  of  the  Society  to  the  value  and 
necessity  of  using  the  press  as  a  missionary  agency  in  present- 
ing gospel  truth  to  the  indifferent  and  to  the  thoughtless — an 
agency  second  only  to  the  living  messenger ;  and  they  are  en- 
couraged to  believe  that  patriots  and  philanthropists  will  appre- 
ciate this  branch  of  the  Society's  work,  and  will  cheerfully  aid 
in  providing  adequate  means  to  fulfill  this  important  part  of  its 
mission. 

THE  SOUTH. 
Rev.  John  McCullagh,  Superintendent. 

The  increase  of  population  in  the  Southern  States  during  the 
last  ten  years  has  been  wonderful.  In  1870  the  States  compris- 
ing the  Southern  District  contained  10,258,055  inhabitants ;  in 
1880  they  number  13,177,798. 

In  the  past  decade  the  Southern  States  have  added  4,179,051 
to  their  population ;  this  rate  of  increase  has  been  more  than 
thirty-four  per  cent.,  which  is  far  greater  than  in  any  other  por- 
tion of  the  Union. 
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The  population  of  the  United  States  is  now  50,000,000.  The 
Superintendent  of  the  Census  estimates  that  in  1890  it  will  be 
64,500,000.  A  large  proportion  of  this  increase  will  doubtless 
be  in  the  South.  Such  is  the  responsibility  which  God  in  his 
providence  has  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Christians  of  America. 
What  shall  be  the  future  of  these  rapidly-increasing  millions? 
In  a  large  measure  it  rests  with  us.  They  are  under  our  charge 
and  keeping.  We  cannot  evade  this  solemn  problem.  It  is 
daily  becoming  more  and  more  pressing.  If  we  are  faithless  to 
them,  we  are  neglecting  the  Lord's  poor. 

It  is  a  well-known  historical  fact  that  a  country  retains  the 
impress  of  its  first  settlers  for  generations.  Compare  the  in- 
fluence of  the  morality  of  the  pilgrim  fathers  in  New  England, 
the  integrity  of  the  Quakers  in  Pennsylvania,  the  sturdy  indus- 
try and  courage  of  the  Hollanders  in  New  York,  the  Christian 
faith  and  piety  of  the  Huguenots  in  Carolina,  with  the  cruelty 
and  ferocity  of  the  Spaniards  in  Cuba,  and  the  frivolity  and 
Sabbath  desecration  of  the  French  Romanists  in  New  Orleans. 

If  the  first  settlers  are  godless  and  wicked,  their  evil  doings 
become  fortified  in  the  strongholds  of  the  land  and  in  the  habits 
and  customs  of  the  people.  To  drive  them  out  will  cost  immense 
expense  and  labor.  The  South  is  in  a  critical  formative  condition  ; 
the  next  few  years  will  mature  the  character  which  will  adhere  to 
her  for  many  long  years  to  come.  If  she  become  dissolute  and 
wicked,  who  can  estimate  the  ruin  which  she  may  bring  on  her- 
self and  others  ? 

The  Romanists  seem  determined  to  possess  the  sunny  South. 
It  is  said  that  they  expended  $400,000  last  year  to  proselyte 
the  freedmen,  which  is  thought  to  be  more  than  was  contributed 
by  all  Protestant  denominations  for  that  purpose.  The  old  man 
of  the  Tiber  is  making  unceasing  efforts  to  ensnare  this  unwary 
people  in  his  net  of  superstition.  They  may  become  easy  victims 
of  this  wily  strategist,  who  carries  an  imposing  ritual  in  one 
hand  and  in  the  other  a  chain  to  shackle  social,  political,  and 
religious  liberty.  Friends  of  Protestant  Christianity  must  be  up 
and  doing  if  they  would  save  our  Southern  land  from  the  sad 
bondage  of  Romanism. 


19 

"If  American  liberty  is  ever  destroyed,  it  will  perish  by  the 
hands  of  Popish  priests." — La  Fayette, 

The  destitution  existing  in  large  portions  of  the  field  is  lament- 
able. The  Society,  with  its  handful  of  faithful  laborers,  has 
been  struggling  bravely  against  overwhelming  odds.  But  they 
are  utterly  unable  to  supply  the  demand.  We  are  only  able  to 
equip  ten  missionaries  for  the  needs  of  13,000,000  of  people,  or 
one  man  for  1,300,000. 

Millions  of  destitute  and  ignorant  children  are  growing  up 
uncared  for.  Thirty  new  missionaries  are  needed  in  this  district. 
Abundance  of  destitute  and  unoccupied  territory  is  in  need  of 
laborers.  The  demand  is  increasing ;  the  supply  is  inadequate. 
Shall  we  not  have  reinforcements  for  this  glorious  work  of  form- 
ing national  character  ?  One  man  now  is  of  more  importance 
than  twenty  men  will  be  in  thirty  years  to  come.  Sunday-school 
missionaries  are  needed  to  lay  the  foundations  of  Christ's  king- 
dom in  the  rapidly-growing  South. 

I  have  recently  visited  a  number  of  our  missionaries  on  their 

respective  fields  of  labor,  and  if  space  permitted  would  like  to 

tell  of  the  trials  and  triumphs  of  these  devoted  and  faithful 

workers.     Numerous  facts  might  be  given  showing  the  grand 

results  of  our  work  in  this  great  harvest  field.     The  following 

speak  for  themselves :  

KEHTUOIT. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Hopper  says  of  his  work : 

From  a  destitute  settlement,  where  the  people  were  living 
without  church  or  Sabbath-school  privileges,  a  friend  came  to  me 
saying,  that  if  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  was  what  we 
claimed  it  to  be,  then  these  people  were  included  in  their  great 

Elan  of  benevolence.  He  reported  from  70  to  100  children  who 
ad  never  been  in  a  Sabbath-school,  and  that  very  few  of  the 
parents  made  any  pretension  to  religion.  He  said  his  heart  was 
moved  to  do  something  for  the  Master,  and  that  if  we  would  give 
him  books,  papers,  &c.,  he  would  go  from  his  home  several  miles 
distant  and  superintend  the  school.  The  day  was  appointed,  and 
the  school  set  to  work  with  fine  prospects.  This  brother  gives  a 
cheering  report  of  his  labor,  and  states  that  many  of  the  older 
people,  who  before  manifested  but  little  religious  interest  for 
themselves  or  their  children,  are  very  much  aroused,  and  appear 
very  anxious  to  learn  to  read  and  understand  God's  word. 
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This  school  is  about  the  only  religious  means  these  people 
enjoy.  Each  Sabbath  there  are  from  125  to  200  persons  present, 
all  anxious  learners  and  interested  hearers. 

The  Saw-Mill  School. — In  county  there  is  a  sec- 
tion of  country  lying  in  the  forks  of  Rirer ;  the  people 

are  generally  poor,  but  kind  and  hospitable,  though  sadly  deficient 
in  their  religious  advantages,  having  neither  church  nor  Sabbath- 
school.  Of  course  our  great  effort  was  to  start  a  Sunday-school. 
In  the  providence  of  God  a  good  man  bad  settled  in  that  county 
and  commenced  the  lumber  business.  I  made  this  brother  a  visit, 
talked  the  matter  over,  and  finally  resolved  that  we  would  start 
a  Sunday-school.  The  trouble  was  to  get  a  house.  At  last  we 
hit  upon  the  idea  of  occupying  the  upper  part  of  the  saw-mill. 
The  school  was  organized,  and  on  Saturday  afternoon  the  plank 
and  sawdust  were  all  cleared  away,  rough  seats  were  fixed  up, 
and  during  the  summer  the  school  was  carried  on  in  the  mill. 
Some  months  ago  our  good  superintendent  got  the  privilege  of 
holding  the  school  in  an  old  warehouse  standing  on  the  baoKs  of 
the  river,  which  was  quite  a  grand  place,  as  we  thought,  for  our 
school. 

A  short  time  since  a  meeting  of  considerable  interest  was  held 
in  that  neighborhood,  and  several  members  of  this  school,  we 
trust,  were  hopefully  converted,  and  united  with  the  people  of 
God.  Before  long  they  hope  to  have  a  suitable  buildins  for 
church  and  school.  One  of  the  Lord's  chosen  Marys  and  her 
infant  class,  by  a  liberal  contribution  to  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union,  aided  materially  in  planting  this  school. 

I  might  add  that  the  work  of  the  entire  year  has  been  quite 
satisfactory,  and  our  schools  have  done  remarkably  welL  At 
no  time  has  the  interest  been  more  fully  sustained  and  more  per- 
manent good  accomplished  than  during  the  centenary  year. 

« 

Adam  Reeder,  the  Mountain  Missionary,  reports  as  follows: 

I  have  been  engaged  in  several  protracted  meetings  during  the 
year,  in  which  much  good  has  been  accomplished ;  2b2  have  been 
added  to  the  church  from  the  Sunday-schools  within  my  knowl- 
edge. The  Sunday-schools  in  this  section  help  considerably 
towards  getting  up  a  congregation  for  the  pastor. 

I  visited  Bell  county,  and  found  that  there  was  not  a  church 
building  in  the  county.  I  went  to  work  and  got  up  a  general  good 
feeling,  organized  four  new  schools,  and  started  a  subscription  to 
build  a  church.  I  have  also  got  up  subscriptions  to  build  two 
other  churches,  one  within  three  miles  of  my  home,  where  they 


21 

have  been  preaching  for  the  last  forty  years  in  a  small  log-cabin 
or  school  house. 

In  going  to  a  hard  place,  I  usaally  get  one  or  more  preachers 
to  accompany  me,  and  generally  excite  a  ffood  state  of  feeling. 
I  believe  that  it  is  generally  admitted  that  the  American  Sanday- 
Sehool  Union  and  its  missionaries  are  accomplishing  more  good 
for  the  cause  of  Christ  than  all  other  instrumentalities. 

TEITHESSIII!. 
Rev.  Isaac  Emory  reports : 

The  centenary  year  of  Sunday-schools  has  been  one  of  pros- 
perity and  advance  in  my  field  of  labor. 

From  a  recent  visit  of  inspection  through  several  counties,  I 
find  there  is  decided  progress.  More  schools  are  being  kept  open 
through  the  entire  year,  and  better  helps  supplied  to  teachers  and 
scholars.  The  great  need  is  the  more  thorough  study  of  the 
Word,  and  prayerful  teachers  consecrated  to  the  work  of  leading 
their  classes  to  the  foot  of  the  cross. 

During  the  fourteen  years  of  service,  I  have  given  aid  to  1300 
Sunday-schools,  in  which  are  over  100,000  teachers  and  scholars 
who  *^  drink  of  the  water  of  life."  Many  of  these  scholars  have 
become  workers  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord,  and  some  have  gone 
forth  to  heathen  lands,  '^  to  tell  the  old,  old  story  of  Jesus  and 
his  love." 

Two  schools  were  started  last  summer,  and  aided  with  the 
memorial  offering  of  a  Christian  mother,  whose  loved  daughters 
had  been  teachers  in  Dr.  John  Hall's  Sabbath-school,  but  have 
finished  their  work  and  entered  into  their  rest.  These  schools 
are  known  as  the  '^  Fanny  Baker  "  and  ''  Mary  Baker  Memorial 
Sunday-schools."  They  were  organized  and  held  under  the  trees 
for  some  months,  as  the  people  were  destitute  of  a  school-house  or 
church ;  but  steps  have  been  taken  to  build,  and  soon  will  be 
comfortably  provided  for.  Already  efforts  are  being  made  to 
organize  a  cnurch  at  each  place!  The  names  of  these  dear 
teachers  will  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance  by  these  mountain 
people. 

There  was  not  a  Sunday-school  in  this  county  until  I  visited  it. 
The  house  of  the  Lord  is  being  established  in  the  top  of  the 
mountains,  and  the  people  are  flowing  into  it.  Let  all  the  people 
praise  his  holy  name. 

viBanriA. 

Rev.  William  G.  dinger  reports : 

In  response  to  a  call  from  the  American  Sunday-School  Union, 
I  came  from  the  West  to  enter  the  Sunday-school  work  under  its 
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banner,  in  my  native  State.  I  entered  upon  my  work  September 
Ist,  under  very  discouraging  circumstances.  1  was  not  cordially 
received.  I  had  something  of  the  feeling  of  the  Master  when  he 
said,  *'I  came  to  my  own,  and  my  own  received  me  not." 
Gradually  suspicion  has  given  way  to  confidence,  and  a  prejudice 
for  the  old  ways  to  better  and  more  effectual  ways  of  teaching 
the  Word. 

My  first  school  organized  was  at  B .     They  had  tried  to 

maintain  a  school  there,  but  with  little  success.  There  was  no 
one  to  take  the  superintendency,  and  hence  it  was  without  super- 
intendent and  prayer.  According  to  appointment,  I  met  them. 
There  were  only  a  few  present.  I  presented  the  "  new  plan"  of 
teaching  the  International  Lessons.  At  the  close,  1  asked, 
"Will  you  organize  under  this  system T"  Some  were  in  favor. 
"  Whom  will  you  have  for  superintendent  ?"    Some  one  suggested 

Mr.  C .     Mr.  C said,  '*If  you  are  all  in  favor  of  the 

Lesson  system  and  will  adopt  it,  I  will  try  it  and  do  the  best  I 
can."  The  vote  was  taken  and  carried  without  a  dissenting 
voice.  The  other  officers  were  elected,  and  they  commenced  the 
work  in  real  earnest ;  and  from  that  time  the  school  has  been 
steadily  growing  in  interest.  Two  weeks  ago  I  received  a  card 
from  the  superintendent,  saying,  "Come  over  and  see  us,  and 
bring  more  Quarterlies.  Our  school  is  increasing."  It  is  need- 
less to  say  I  went.  The  house  was  filled.  Tney  were  alive. 
The  superintendent  had  drawn  on  the  blackboard,  on  a  large 
scale,  the  plan  of  the  Temple  as  found  in  the  Quarterly.  It  was 
easy  to  see  that  they  had  been  studying.  It  was  one  of  the  most 
enjoyable  days  of  my  life. 

At  another  point  the  people  tried  to  sustain  a  denominational 
school.  The  pastor  and  most  of  the  people  alike  were  opposed 
to  the  Lesson  system.  The  school  was  poorly  managed  and 
thinly  attended.  It  died  an  unhappy  death.  I  was  sent  for  to 
come  and  organize  a  Union  school  on  the  Lesson  plan.  I  went. 
The  weather  was  cold  and  stormy ;  but  a  Sunday-school  was 
born  that  cold  day.  It  didn't  take  cold.  It  is  doing  well,  and 
growing.     The  attendance  is  large  and  enthusiastic. 

Of  the  seven  schools  organized  since  my  coming,  all  are  doing 
well  except  one.  It  went  into  winter  quarters.  It  has  been  the 
custom  to  close  all  country  schools  in  the  fall.  More  schools 
have  been  kept  open  in  this  county  during  this  winter  than  ever 
before ;  and  some  of  the  influences  brought  to  bear  to  bring  it 
about  can  be  charged  to  the  Sunday-school  missionary. 

As  my  work  becomes  known,  and  the  people  get  acquainted 
with  the  Union  plan,  the  more  it  is  liked.  Demands  are  coming 
from  far  and  near  for  my  services.     I  am  now  being  received 
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f;ladly  into  the  hearts  and  homes  of  the  people.  There  is  need 
or  mare  workmen.  In  some  of  the  waste  places,  the  ''  people 
sit  in  darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death."  Many  of  them  are 
very  destitute  and  unable  to  help  themselves.  It  is  to  such  the 
gifts  of  some  of  God's  noble  men  and  women  come  timely  and 
much  appreciated.  If  many  of  those  who  contribute  of  their 
means  to  help  these  needy  ones  could  see  what  I  often  see — ^the 
tear  of  gratitude — they  could  more  fully  realize  the  force  of  that 
divine  saying,  '^  It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive." 

HOSTH  OASOLIVA. 
Rev.  G.  S.  Jones  writes  as  follows : 

It  has  been  my  privilege  to  aid  in  conducting  some  very  inter- 
esting revival  meetings,  resulting  in  the  conversion  of  over  two 
hundred  precious  souls.  One  of  my  Union  schools  has  grown 
into  a  church,  with  regular  pastoral  services  and  a  new  house  to 
live  in. 

A  very  hopeful  field  has  been  opened  to  our  missionary  labors, 
this  year,  in  the  county  of  Pamlico.  Twelve  new  schools  have 
been  established  in  that  destitute  region — all  on  the  Union  plan 
of  operation. 

A  friend  in  Bogue  Swamp  township,  to  whose  hearty  co- 
operation I  am  much  indebtea  for  the  success  of  my  efforts  in 
that  section,  sums  up  the  good  effects  of  our  work  there  in  these 
words :  "  We  begin  to  see  daylight  through  the  woods." 

A  female  superintendent  in  Jones  county  gives  me  the  follow- 
ing cheering  report :  "  Since  you  were  here  in  April,  and  gave 
us  a  start,  our  Union  Sunday-school  has  kept  right  on  growing. 
My  house  is  full ;  some  of  the  children  walk  four  miles ;  thirteen 
boys  and  girls  can  now  read  the  Testament."  This  widow  lady 
has  the  care  of  four  children  at  home ;  runs  a  small  farm,  on 
which  she  does  most  of  the  work  herself,  and  conducts  the  Sun- 
day-school in  a  vacant  house  on  her  own  premises. 

A  colored  superintendent  in  Davidson  county,  in  his  letter  of 
thanks  for  aiding  him  in  raising  the  Union  Sunaay-school  banner 
among  the  freedmen  in  his  neighborhood,  puts  it  thus,  with  all 
his  might :  ''  We  feels  ten  towsan  times  much  'blige  fur  de  help 
you  'sisted  us  wid  in  our  school.  We  feels  much  set  up  in  our 
feelins  an*  hopes — de  school  has  got  up  to  a  hunderd  an'  thirty." 
This  school  was  started  with  about  sixty  pupils. 

A  Pleasant  Surprise. — One  more  spot  in  the  wilderness 
where  we  made  our  pioneer  clearing  a  few  years  ago  now  reveals 
the  appointments,  both  internal  and  external,  of  a  regular  church 
camp-ground. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Basin  Spring,  while  en  route  to  meet  an 
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engagement  to  address  one  of  my  old  Union  schools,  I  fell  in 
company  with  a  stranger  going  in  the  same  direction.  'Vl&tlioat 
expressing  the  thought,  it  was  evident  from  the  tone  of  conversa- 
tion we  unfortunately  mistook  each  other  for  Kentucky  horse- 
traders.  As  we  reached  the  path  leading  across  the  ridge  to  the 
meeting-house,  the  stranger  baited,  saying,  '^  Well,  sir,  we  must 
part  here,  unless  you  will  go  with  me  over  to  the  church ;  they 
expect  to  have  an  address  from  Mr.  Jones,  a  missionary  of  the 
Sunday-School  Union,  and  there  will  be  preaching  at  eleven 
o'clock  by  the  man  who  has  been  elected  to  serve  as  pastor  of  the 
church  this  year."  Without  disclosing  my  very  close  kinship  to 
the  man  Jones,  I  agreed  to  turn  in  and  go  with  the  stranger ; 
and  you  may  imagine  how  the  two  supposed  horse-traders  felt,  on 
reaching  the  ground  and  finding  out  in  the  course  of  a  friendly 
introduction  that  the  one  planted  the  seed,  the  other  is  culti- 
vating it ;  and  both  met  thus  to  rejoice  together. 

SOUTH  OAEOLIKA. 

Rev.  D.  C.  Freeman  reports: 

I  find  the  Sunday-school  missionary  work  the  most  efficient 
means  to  reach  the  mass  of  the  people.  By  visiting  the  family 
circle,  I  become  acquainted  with  their  needs,  and  also  learn  the 
means  necessary  to  get  them  enlisted  in  the  Sunday-school  work ; 
and  though  in  many  places  it  is  in  its  infancy,  yet  we  have  gen- 
erally been  successful  in  enlisting  the  people  in  the  Sunday- 
school  cause,  and  there  is  manifested  an  increasing  interest  in 
the  work.  My  work  the  past  year  has  been  principally  among 
a  people  where  this  important  cause  has  received  but  very  little 
attention,  and  the  people  have  had  very  little  encouragement. 
I  often  hear  them  say,  ''  You  are  the  first  misiionary  that  ever 
visited  our  settlement,''  It  is  common  here  for  the  schools  to 
close  in  early  autumn,  often  for  want  of  comfortable  houses  of 
worship.  My  attention  has  been  given  to  the  most  needy  places. 
Often  the  church  has  gone  down,  or  become  very  weak,  and  in 
several  of  the  places  the  organization  of  the  school  has  been  fol- 
lowed by  revivals  in  the  church  and  several  conversions ;  and 
by  far  the  greatest  number  of  converts  are  Sunday-school  scholars. 
Some  of  my  schools,  organized  last  winter  in  very  destitute  set^ 
tlements,  have  been  followed  by  the  establishment  of  new  churches 
in  neighborhoods  noted  for  wickedness.  I  organized  a  school 
last  November  in  a  settlement  noted  for  dri^iking^  swearing^  and 
Sabbath-breaking,  I  and  a  brother  held  a  few  days'  meeting 
with  the  little  church  which  was  necessary  to  organize  and  start 
the  school ;  the  result  was  a  revival  in  the  church,  several  were 
reclaimed,  ten  professed  religion  and  joined  the  charch|  while 
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there  is  a  general  reformation  in  the  settlement.  The  people  in 
many  places  are  poor  and  illiterate,  and  in  other  places  indiffer- 
ent to  the  work,  but  the  prospect  for  the  success  of  the  children's 
cause  is  brightening.  ^ 

Rev.  T.  H.  Legare  writes : 

When  we  consider  how  many  children  there  are  in  every  com- 
munity or  neighborhood  of  our  country  who  must  either  be  ed- 
ucatea  in  Sunday-schools  or  not  at  all  (for  in  many  eases  the 
parents  are  either  ignorant  themselves^  or  careless^  or  hoth\  it 
does  seem  impossible  to  overrate  the  importance  of  the  work 
performed  by  the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  as  an  auxil- 
iary in  evangelizing  the  world.  It  sends  forth  its  missionaries  to 
the  ignorant  of  all  classes  and  conditions  among  the  people,  with 
this  one  injunction :  "  Gather  into  schools,  for  religious  instruc- 
tion of  a  strictly  evangelical  character,  and  without  further  dis- 
crimination, prosecute  the  good  work  in  the  loving  spirit  of  our 
common  Head  and  Master."  It  is  in  this  way,  acting  upon  a 
strictly  union  principle,  that  they  have  been  so  successful  in 
avoiding  all  suspicion  of  proselytismj  the  existence  of  which 
would  destroy  the  end  desired. 

Now,  what  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  proposes  to 
do  for  all  the  destitute,  indiscriminately,  and  to  what  extent  it 
has  proved  its  fitness  for  its  work,  let  the  marvellous  record  of 
its  results  prove.  We  propose  to  show  more  particularly  that  it 
is  especially  adapted  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  colored  people, 
and  we  observe :  1st,  It  most  successfully  overcomes  their  strong 
prejudices.  If  we  consulted  past  experience  [Mr.  Lesare  is  a 
native  and  life-long  resident  of  Soutn  Carolina]  we  should  be 
compelled  to  admit  that  what  access  we  may  have  found  to  them 
for  their  religious  instruction  was  mainly  due  to  our  connection 
in  the  Union  with  their  Northern  friends,  whose  association 
served  to  shield  us  from  suspicion  of  evil  intent.  They  have 
been  led  to  believe  that  they  must  place  no  confidence  m  any 
promises  of  aid  or  any  assurances  of  friendship  on  the  part  of 
the  whites,  of  the  South  especially,  and  only  on  such  of  the 
North  as  have  made  themselves  conspicuous  by  their  past  charities 
or  in  some  other  way.  Thousands  of  them  live  under  delusion, 
and  regard  it  almost  a  Christian  duty  to  act  upon  it,  as  they 
show  by  their  almost  universal  practice  in  absenting  themselves 
from  seats  provided  for  them  from  infancy  in  our  houses  of  wor- 
ship, and  in  great  crowds  flock  together  to  places  of  worship 
where  they  hear  much  that,  in  their  present  state,  will  do  them 
but  little  good,  if  not  much  harm.    It  is  true,  some  noble-minded 
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persons  constitute  the  exception  to  this  common  feeling  among 
them.  Oar  people  have  no  objection  to  their  separate  organis- 
ation, but  only  lament  and  deprecate  the  spirit  manifested  in  its 
prosecution.  But  for  the  fact  that  the  missionary  is  known  to 
represent  an  institution  of  so  iQng  standing  and  good  repute  for 
its  charity  to  the  poor,  and  as  originating  at  the  North — where 
they  are  taught  to  look  alone  for  friends — he  would  be  unaccept- 
able, and  he  will  be  suspected  of  some  evil  design,  especially  if 
he  be  a  Southern  man. 

Another  point  of  adaptation  consists  in  its  economy.  It  is 
hardly  necessaiy  to  say  anything  upon  this  point,  when  we  con- 
sider that  all  that  is  claimed  for  the  change  in  their  condition 
still  leaves  them  but  the  homeless  and  uneducated  wards  of  the 
nation,  who  actually  live  from  hand  to  mouth,  and  haye  nothing 
to  spare,  in  general,  outside  of  the  means  necessary  to  procure 
the  plainest  living,  and  cannot  be  expected  to  furnish  the  neces- 
sary means  of  religious  instruction.  With  reference  then  to  their 
extreme  poverty,  we  know  of  no  organization  that  is  prepared  to 
do  so  much  for  them,  and,  indeed,  has  already  accomplished  so 
good  and  great  a  work  among  them  with  the  least  possible  expense. 

3d.  Another  point  of  adaptation  is  the  simplicity  of  its  organ- 
izations. They  enable  a  large  class  of  adults,  even  old  persons, 
who  are  now  members  of  Sunday-school  classes  actually  learning 
to  read  their  Bibles  on  the  Sabbath  day,  to  do  this  at  a  time 
when  they  alone  enjoy  the  leisure.  These  persons  have  always 
objected  to  enter  secular  schools,  saying,  ^^We  are  too  old  for 
that  now :  but  we  can  work  and  send  the  children  to  you."  But 
when  they  attended  this  Sunday-school  and  saw  how  simple  the 
instruction  of  the  little  children  was  made,  they  were  induced  to 
make  the  experiment  for  themselves,  and  found  to  their  joy  and 
delight  that  they  were  successful  beyond  all  expectation  of  them- 
selves, or  even  of  the  teachers,  in  the  cases  of  persons  in  their 
time  of  life.  Thousands  of  such  cases  may  be  found,  and  the 
practice  is  getting  quite  common  in  our  schools  to  have  such 
classes  for  the  fathers  and  mothers. 

We  conclude  by  noticing,  farther,  that  the  books  and  period- 
icals published  by  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  surpass, 
in  simplicity  and  adaptation,  all  that  we  have  met  with  from  any 
other  organization,  and  eamequentljf  9uit  the  eapaeity  of  the  col- 
ored people^  as  well  ae  their  pockets. 

GEOECIIA. 

From  Thomas  W.  Dimmock : 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  death  entered  our  home  and  took 
from  us  one  of  our  number,  a  beloTed  father,  who  was  formerly 
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a  missionary  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union.  He  ren- 
dered me  great  assistance  in  my  Sunday-school  labors. 

I  haye  great  cause  for  thankfulness  and  encouragement  in  the 
manifest  blessing  of  Almighty  God  upon  my  labors.  In  it  is 
seen  the  best  proof  of  the  ffrand  and  glorious  work  done  by  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union. 

Thu  fields  outside  the  towns  and  thickly-settled  communities, 
which,  comparatiyely,  are  yery  few,  is  yery  destitute  indeed. 
Some  places  are  perfect  moral  wastes ;  there  are  few,  yery  few, 
communities  that  enjoy  regular  means  of  grace  on  the  Lord's 
day.  There  are  no  ministers  who  hold  senricee  in  the  same  com- 
munity eyery  Sabbath,  many  of  these  travelling  preachers  haying 
from  six  to  ten  preaching  places,  which  they  can  scarcely  reach 
oftener  than  once  in  six  or  eight  weeks.  This  section  is  yery 
thinly  settled,  and  certainly  in  some  respects  the  most  limited  in 
its  religious  privileges.  Just  like  neglected  fields,  which  only 
yield  a  denser  crowtn  of  weeds  and  briars  from  year  to  year,  so 
it  is  in  these  fields  of  moral  waste ;  the  weeds  of  sin  and  the  briars 
of  skepticism  shutting  God's  truth  from  the  minds  of  the  children 
and  youth,  so  that  God's  word  is  not  regarded,  and  the  Sabbath 
is  desecrated.  Such  is  the  condition  of  many  communities  in 
this  section,  and  in  not  a  few  of  such  I  have  organized  Bible- 
schools,  where,  in  some  cases,  the  Sunday-school  missionary  is 
the  first  to  raise  the  standard  of  the  cross.  In  many  neighbor- 
hoods the  Sunday-school  is  the  only  religious  service  that  can 
be  sustained  regularly  on  the  Lord's  day.  How  very  important, 
then,  is  the  organization  of  Bible-schools  in  these  numerous  and 
thinly-settled  communities,  where  there  is  such  a  lack  of  spiritual 
knowledge  among  the  people,  principally  owing  to  their  abject 
poverty.  I  meet  many  children,  yes,  and  older  people  too,  who 
do  not  know  what  a  Sunday-school  is.  Often  the  people  feel  the 
need  of  a  Sunday-school,  but  owing  principally  to  a  lack  of  knowl- 
edge, a  want  of  means,  and  of  confidence  in  themselves,  they  are 
quite  unable  to  accomplish  anything,  and  unless  some  one  comes 
to  their  help,  nothing  will  or  can  be  done. 

It  is  especially  gratifying  for  me  to  say  that  I  have  never  en- 
joyed a  more  hearty  co-operation  on  the  part  of  ministers  and 
members  of  the  different  churches.  One  minister  said  to  me, 
^'  We  thank  the  Union  for  bringing  about,  in  our  community, 
that  brotherly  love,  peace,  unanimity  of  Christian  feeling  and 
effort  which  all  other  means  have  failed  to  do.  We  are  now 
united  in  effort  for  the  Master's  cause,  and  are  dwelling  together 
in  brotherly  love." 

Another  said,  '^  It  is  a  fact  that  cannot  be  denied,  that  hun- 
dreds of  the  poor  people  in  this  section  would  be  without  the 
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Bible,  and  many  communitiee  destitnte  of  these  Bible-schools  you 
have  been  planting  all  over  this  section,  but  for  the  Union. 
Thanks  be  unto  God  for  sending  a  living  missionary  among  us." 

Another  said,  ''  It  is  astonishing  what  power  the  Union  work 
has  among  all  classes;  it  can  enter  places  where  all  eke  has 
utterly  failed." 

Another  reason  for  encouragement  is  that  many  have  been 
brought,  through  the  instrumentality  of  these  Bible-schools,  to 
see  themselves  as  sinners  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  are  saying, 
^^  What  must  I  do  to  be  saved  ?"  There  have  been  many  hopeful 
conversions  among  the  unconverted  teachers  as  well  as  scholars. 
Revivals  of  religion  have  been  multiplied  on  every  hand,  and 
urgent  appeals  for  special  meetings  in  new  localities  come  from 
all  sides.  The  revival  influence  has  been  general  all  over  my 
field  during  the  year,  and  some  localities  have  been  entirely  trans-, 
formed.  One  superintendent  says,  ^^  A  few  months  ago  a  gra- 
cious revival  wks  enjoyed  by  our  school  and  church,  resulting  in 
the  hopeful  conversion  of  all  the  teachers  and  most  of  the  scholars. 
We  thank  God  for  what  he  has  done  for  our  school." 

Another  reason  is,  from  several  places  the  report  is,  "This 
place  is  not  the  same  since  our  school  has  been  organised."  One 
superintendent  said,  ^^  I  was  obliged  to  start  a  school  for  the 
protection  of  my  own  family ;  we  were  too  far  from  town  to  send 
my  children  there ;  the  men  and  boys  all  around  us  spent  the 
Sabbath  in  hunting,  fishing,  or  worse,  in  drinking  and  gambling. 
I  was  afraid  my  sons  would  be  ruined  by  them,  so  I  started  a 
school  in  my  own  house,  and  soon  a  great  change  was  to  be  seen 
in  the  character  of  the  boys  and  young  men.  My  house  is  now 
filled  every  Sabbath,  my  neighbors  are  interested  in  the  school, 
good  is  being  done,  we  are  going  to  build  a  school-house  in  the 
spring  and  have  preaching." 

Another  reason  is  the  improvement  in  singing,  and  the  great 
interest  taken  in  it  by  the  children  and  youth.  Now  the  Sun- 
day-school, by  its  mighty  power,  has  silenced  the  foolish,  trifling, 
wicked  songs  formerly  sung  on  the  Sabbath  and  other  days,  one 
can  now  hear  them  singing  the  sweet  Sunday-school  songs,  the 
burden  of  them  being  ^^  Jesus  and  his  love."  Indeed,  I  think 
one  of  the  very  best  results  that  this  Sunday-school  work  has 
accomplished  for  the  children  and  youth  of  this  section  is  in  this, 
that  it  has  put  a  new  song  into  their  mouths,  and  thus  won  many 
a  ^lad  and  loving  heart  for  Jesus. 

It  is  true  there  has  been  much  accomplished ;  still,  a  great 
work  is  before  us.  There  are  yet  many  children  outside  the  ele- 
vating influence  of  the  Sunday-school ;  there  are  still  many  des- 
titute communities  to  be  supplied  with  the  Bible  and  Bible-schools, 
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the  ordinances  of  God's  house,  and  only  as  they  are  assisted  will 
they  ever  be  able  to  obtain  the  bread  of  life. 

FLOEIDA  AHD  GEOBOU. 
Rev.  John  B.  Forster  reports : 

I  arrived  on  my  field  and  commenced  work  the  Ist  of  Novem- 
ber. I  have  travelled  and  opened  work  in  Decatur,  Thomas, 
Brooks,  and  Colquitt  counties.  It  is  utterly  impossible  to  tell  of 
the  necessity  for  missionary  labor  in  all  this  section.  The  people 
are  poor,  and  settlements  far  apart.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing 
for  me  to  ride  ten  miles  without  passing  a  house.  The  churches 
are  scattered ;  there  are  very  many  places  where  the  children 
have  but  few  opportunities  of  day-schools,  and  have  never  had 
the  advantage  of  a  Sunday-school.  In  some  of  these  places  it  is 
almost  discouraging  to  think  of  organizing  a  school — ^where  pa- 
rents are  very  little  better  Bible-scholars  than  the  childroii. 
There  is  an  effort  made  by  the  churches  to  carry  the  gospel  to 
these  destitute  points,  but  it  is  obliged  to  be  missionary  work 
almost  entirely. 

I  organized  a  Sunday-school  only  twelve  miles  from  Thomas- 
ville  with  fifty  scholars,  where  there  had  never  been  one.  It  is 
in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  promises  speedy  self-support.  I 
organized  one  only  four  miles  from  Thomasville  in  which  there 
are  three  denominations  represented.  I  have  organized  schools 
in  Baptist  and  Methodist  churches,  and  in  small  log  school- 
houaes,  and  as  soon  as  the  weather  is  a  little  more  favorable  shall 
or^nize  one  under  a  bush  arbor,  where  the  people  are  as  yet 
unable  to  build  even  a  school-house.  The  first  of  this  month  I 
received  the  following  call  from  a  superintendent  in  Jackson 
county,  Fla. :  "  Gome  over  here.  There  is  a  vast  field  for  mis- 
sionary labor."     I  shall  try  to  answer  the  call  as  soon  as  I  can. 

Notwithstanding  the  poverty  of  the  people,  as  a  class  they  are 
intelligent,  and  soon  learn  to  love  the  Sabbath-school.  The 
school  organized  the  4th  of  July  by  misisionary  A.  E.  Dimmock 
is  a  striking  illustration.  It  was  organized  in  a  ^^  hard-shell " 
settlement,  only  four  voting  for  the  school.  I  visited  it  a  few 
Sundays  ago,  and  found  forty-six  names  on  the  record  book. 

This  school,  organized  in  the  superintendent's  house,  now  has 
a  neat  frame  building.  I  have  been  cordially  received  and  en- 
couraged by  the  ministers  of  all  denominations.  One  said  to  me, 
'*  Thank  God  for  a  man  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  work.'' 
Another  said,  ^^  I  am  now  preaching  to  two  families  who  would 
never  attend  preaching  until  the  Sunday-school  you  organized  for 
my  church  drew  them  out." 

In  Colquitt  county  there  is  not  a  single  self-supporting  church. 
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I  meet  everywhere  those  who  have  never  been  in  a  Sunday-school, 
and  have  no  idea  what  a  Sabbath-school  is. 

ALABAMA. 
Rev.  John  Jay  Strong  reports : 

My  work  is  mostly  in  the  hill  country  of  the  State,  which 
embraces  at  least  one-half  of  its  extent,  and  about  one-third  of  its 
population.  These  portions  are  so  rugged  and  unproductive 
that  less  than  one-third  of  their  area  is  occupied.  The  land  that 
is  occupied  is  worth  from  fifty  cents  to  five  dollars  per  acre.  Of 
course  the  people  are  poor,  the  country  is  thinly  settled,  school 
and  church  advantages  are  meagre,  and  consequently  education 
and  Christian  culture  are  deficient ;  all  combining  to  make  the 
missionary's  work  quite  rudimentary. 

Probably  not  more  than  half  of  the  neighborhoods  in  these 
sections  have  any  Sabbath-schools,  and  these  schools  continue, 
on  an  average,  perhaps  about  four  months  in  the  year.  This 
region  is  principally  inhabited  by  white  people.  There  are  a 
few  colored  people,  who  generally  endeavor  to  maintain  Sunday- 
schools,  but  wanting  in  intelligence,  experience,  and  proper 
facilities,  such  schools  are  comparatively  inefficient  and  produc- 
tive of  little  cood.    This  brief  statement  will  explain  what  follows. 

Where  I  labored  last  summer  and  fall  I  found  a  region  of 
about  two  hundred  square  miles  in  extent  in  which  there  were 
only  one  white  and  three  colored  Sunday-schools.  In  this  section 
I  organized,  during  the  month  of  June  and  the  first  Sabbath  in 
July,  five  schools,  all  of  which  continued,  I  think,  until  cold 
weather.  At  all  these  five  places  it  was  thought  impossible  to 
organize  and  maintain  a  Sunday-school,  for  the  reason  that  they 
had  so  often  tried  it  and  &iled. 

More  than  one-half  of  the  forty-three  schools  I  have  organized 
this  year  were  in  neighborhoods  where  the  people  were  thus  dis- 
heartened, and  they  have  done  remarkably  well.  One  man  said 
to  me,  '^  I  am  glad  to  see  you.  You  are  the  first  Sabbath-school 
missionary  or  evangelist  of  any  kind  that  has  come  into  this 
region  since  the  war.  We  hear  of  them  in  other  places,  but  they 
don't  come  here."  Another  said  the  same  thing.  At  another 
place  one  said,  ^'  No  one  has  been  here  to  assist  us  since  the  war, 
until  last  summer  a  man  gave  us  two  or  three  lectures  on  Sab- 
bath-schools." 

In  a  stretch  of  country  embracing  an  extent  of  seven  hundred 
or  eisht  hundred  square  miles  in  which  I  labored,  I  don't  think, 
in  all,  there  were  more  than  twen^-five  schools,  or  an  average 
of  one  to  thirty-five  square  miles.  I  organized  nineteen  schools 
in  it,  and  there  were  needed  about  as  many  more. 
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Although  this  ooantrj  has  been  settled  more  than  forty  years, 
one  must  begin  at  the  beginning,  the  same  as  if  the  country  were 
entirely  new ;  yet  unlike  the  newly-settled  portions  of  the  United 
States,  there  are  no  new  churches  to  grow  out  of  Sunday-school 
work.  There  are  enough,  such  as  they  are,  to  accommodate  the 
population.     Log  houses  and  frame  shells,  called  churches,  fre- 

Juently  without  windows  or  doors,  many  of  them  toppling  into 
ecay  and  ruin,  with  an  occasional  comfortably  ceiled  house  with 
windows,  are  seen  in  the  woods  and  on  the  roadsides  near  some 
convenient  spring ;  every  neighborhood  boasting  of  some  sort  of 
cabin  or  house  known  by  such  familiar  or  Bible  name  as  Eben- 
ezer,  New  Salem,  Friendship,  Concord,  Providence,  Rehoboth, 
Shiloh,  or  Pisgah. 

Your  missionary's  work  is  rather  to  ^^  strengthen  the  things 
that  remain,"  than  to  build  up  new  churches.  It  is  evident 
from  the  above  that  there  is  need  of  at  least  a  half  dozen  more 
earnest  missionaries  in  this  State  for  the  next  ten  years,  in  order 
to  put  the  Sunday-school  work  upon  a  firm  basis,  and  into  self- 
sustaining  and  efficient  working  condition. 

The  present  outlook  may  seem  somewhat  dark,  but  it  has  been 
much  darker,  and  I  can  see  great  room  for  encouragement. 
Seven  years  ago  there  was  probably  not  more  than  two-thirds  as 
much  Sabbath-school  work  done  as  at  present,  and  the  interest 
in  this  branch  of  religious  instruction  has  increased  a  hundred 
per  cent.  Until  three  years  ago  there  was  no  public  movement 
in  the  State  to  promote  Bible  teaching  and  to  develop  Bible 
study  among  the  young,  save  by  denominational  effort  inside  the 
different  church  organizations.  Now  we  have  a  State  organiza- 
tion, and  about  one-fourth  of  the  counties  organized  in  connection 
with  it ;  and  the  work  is  still  progressing  and  spreading.  It  is 
very  gratifying  to  me  now  to  be  able  to  unite  the  Sunday-school 
efforts  of  an  entire  county  in  a  network  of  common  sympathy 
and  mutual  assistance,  and  to  see  the  earnestness  of  a  few  workers 
communicated  to  a  whole  section. 

It  was  a  very  great  satisfaction  to  your  missionary  in  the  three 
counties  thus  organized  last  year  to  have  the  confidence  of  the 
people,  as  was  shown  by  placing  in  his  hands  the  shaping  of  the 
organizations,  and  the  general  direction  of  their  first  conventions. 
I  am  more  and  more  convinced  that  the  man  who  is  at  peace 
with  God,  ready  to  do,  and  thoroughly  in  earnest,  is  a  very  great 
power  for  good.  If  more  successful  than  in  former  years,  it  is 
because  God  has  shown  me  this  truth  more  clearly,  and  enabled 
me  to  communicate  it  to  others.  Thus,  finding  people  who  think 
they  can  do  nothing,  I  have  been  enabled  to  convince  some  of 
them  that  they  can  and  must  succeed,  set  them  at  work  in  the 
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Sunday  school  cause,  then  bring  them  together  from  their  sepa- 
rate fields  of  labor  mutually  to  cheer,  encourage,  iostruct,  and 
strengthen  each  other,  bind  them  together  in  a  combined  move- 
ment against  the  enemy,  and  lay  the  roundation  for  perpetuating 
the  worK. 

The  decided  stand  taken  against  intemperance  by  the  good 
people  of  this  State,  and  the  peaceful  condition  of  the  coantrj, 
give  additional  hope  that  better  times  are  approaching. 


SOUTHWEST. 
Rev.  W.  P.  Paxson,  Superintendent. 

The  last  year  has  been  a  prosperous  one,  despite  the  unusually 
severe  winter.  And  the  incoming  immigration  renders  our  work 
more  and  more  important  every  year.  The  consolidation  of  the 
southwestern  railroads  under  one  management  has  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  entire  country,  and  indicates  the  confidence  of 
shrewd  business  men  in  the  future  of  the  great  Southwest,  whose 
development  into  the  wealthiest  part  of  the  Union  is  but  a  matter 
of  time. 

In  the  last  ten  years  Texas  has  about  doubled  her  population, 
from  818,579  in  1870  to  1,697,609  in  1880;  Arkansas  has 
increased  from  484,471  to  802,664 ;  Missouri  from  1,721,295  to 
2,169,091 ;  Louisiana  from  726,915  to  940,263 ;  or,  in  other 
words,  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  population  of  these  four 
States  of  1,759,167.  The  climate,  soil,  and  other  resources  of 
these  Southwestern  States  are  so  superior  that  they  will  continue 
to  attract  immigration.  Texas  alone  can  support  twenty  millions 
of  people.  The  Southwest  can  easily  support  the  entire  popula- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

How  important  to  give  this  incoming  population  the  means  of 
grace !  The  American  Sunday-School  Union  plants  the  Union 
Bible-school  in  the  neglected  and  destitute  neighborhoods,  and 
embraces  in  its  beneficial  influences  all  the  people ;  for  our  Union 
Bible-schools  not  only  furnish  instruction  for  children,  but  all — 
young  and  old — are  taught  from  God's  Word.  Our  reception  by 
the  people  has  been  most  cordial,  for  we  are  of  the  people ;  our 
missionaries  are  generally  taken  from  among  the  people  where 
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they  labor,  and  our  motto  of  ^'  The  children  for  Jesas  Christ" 
appeals  to  every  Christian  heart. 

Rev.  W.  J.  Hajdon,  Missionary  for  Southwest  Missouri,  writes : 

I  have  been  laboring  in  the  counties  of  Laclede,  Camden,  Pu- 
laski, and  Miller.  Taking  into  consideration  the  field,  I  feel  that 
in  no  previous  year  has  there  been  more  done  for  the  Master's 
cause.  Said  a  superintendent  to  me,  a  few  days  since,  ^*The 
Sunday-school  you  organized  for  us  has  been  a  power  for  good 
in  this  destitute  portion  of  the  country.  We  were  blessea  re- 
cently by  an  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  many  of  the 
young  people  attached  to  it  have  been  converted.'' 

I  see  plainly  a  great  change  for  the  better  in  every  community 
where  I  have  planted  these  Bible-schools.  The  railroad  depot 
agent  at  Stoutland,  Mo.,  where  I  had  organized  a  Sunday-school, 
said  to  me  recently,  ^*  The  Sunday-school  you  organized  in  this 
town  is  certainly  creating  quite  a  reformation  here.  I  do  not 
hear  half  the  swearing  and  carousing  around  the  depot  I  used  to 
hear." 

During  the  year  I  have  assisted  in  getting  up  Sunday-school 
conventions,  for  the  special  benefit  of  superintendents  and 
teachers.  These  gatherings  were  well  attended,  and  the  need 
of  better  preparation  for  the  teaching  of  the  Word  of  God  seems 
to  be  realized  more  than  ever  before.  The  literature  of  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union,  which  I  have  scattered  broad- 
cast over  this  portion  of  the  country,  is  doing  much  in  advancing 
the  people  religiously.  I  find  the  lesson  leaves  and  helps  almost 
indispensable  in  these  Union  schools. 

W.  H.  Gill,  Missionary  for  Northwest  Texas,  writes : 

The  work  goes  on  apace,  and  I  believe  the  impression  is  deep- 
ening that  the  Sunday-school  work,  although  intended  chiefly  for 
children,  is  no  child's  play,  but  it  is  worthy  to  engage  the  efforts 
of  the  best  and  most  talented  of  the  Lord's  people.  I  have  ofben 
deplored  the  lack  of  earnestness  on  the  part  of  teachers,  but  as  I 
write  some  glorious  examples  come  back  to  memory.  In  a  Union 
school  near  Sherman,  nearly  all  who  were  old  enough  accepted 
Christ  in  a  revival.  Far  out  on  the  frontier  I  recall  to  mind  one 
blessed  teacher  who  succeeded  in  leading  all  of  her  class  of  little 
ones  to  the  Saviour,  and  in  the  whole  school  about  twenty-five 
were  converted. 

A  young  man  writes  from  Fannin  county :  '^  I  bless  God  for 
the  Sunday-school  in  this  neighborhood ;  to  its  influence  under 
Crod  I  feel  that  I  owe  my  salvation ;  I  am  now  the  superintend- 
ent."    While  camped  in  the  Choctaw  nation,  one  night  a  dark 
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son  of  Africa  came  to  mj  wagon  and  begged  me  to  send  him  out 
into  the  work.  "  Oh  !*'  said  he,  "  I  does  lub  dis  Union — ^it  is  so 
like  Jesus — it  is  so  sweet !''  Would  that  some  friend,  as  friends 
of  the  cause,  could  find  it  in  their  heart  and  purse  to  send  one 
of  that  race  to  their  own  people ! 

Thomas  Lain,  Missionary  for  Eastern  Texas  and  Southern 
Arkansas,  writes : 

Of  the  twenty-five  new  Sunday-schools  organized  the  past  year, 
seven  were  colored  schools ;  ana  in  these  I  frequently  find  many 
preachers  members  of  one  congregation,  and  often  not  more  than 
one  or  two  of  them  able  to  read.  Such  was  the  case  with  eight 
preachers  at  Homan  Station,  on  the  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  and 
Southern  Railroad.  Their  sermons  consisted  of  dreams,  instead 
of  gospel  truths.  I  organized  their  Sunday-school  last  spring, 
and  all  who  have  taken  part  in  it  have  not  only  learned  to  read, 
but  have  learned  that  be  who  has  6od*s  Word  has  something  more 
than  dreams  to  tell.  At  Mt.  Olive  Sunday  school,  Webster's 
Spelling-book  was  used  as  a  text-book ;  but  when  I  rightly  or- 
ganized their  Sunday-school,  Webster's  Spelling-book  was  laid 
aside  and  the  Bible  was  adopted  as  the  book  of  reference,  with 
the  First  and  Second  Reading-books  of  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union  as  helps.  At  Macedonia  church,  on  the  Red  river, 
the  head  preacher  was  a  great  dreamer,  and,  with  several  others, 
he  asked  my  opinion  of  dreams;  I  referred  him  to  Jeremiah 
23  :  28,  and  a  member  of  his  church  presented  him  with  a  copy 
of  Schaff 's  Bible  Dictionary,  which  made  him  happy ;  for  with  it 
he  thought  he  possessed  all  the  necessary  means  for  procuring  a 
knowledge  of  the  Bible.  In  this  work  I  have  not  only  secured 
the  endorsement  of  the  white  people,  but  have  been  assisted  by 
them  in  several  instances. 

J.  P.  Lane,  Missionary  for  Southwest  Texas,  writes : 

During  the  first  and  greater  part  of  the  year,  I  travelled  in 
North  Texas,  in  Collins,  Dallas,  Denton,  and  Tarrant  counties. 
In  Collins  county  I  organized  a  Sunday-school  at  Backbone 
Prairie,  where  none  had  ever  been  before.  In  a  few  months 
there  was  a  revival  of  religion  and  twenty-five  conversions,  a 
church  organized,  and  regular  preaching  commenced.  Similar 
report  from  Rough  and  Ready :  thirty  conversions,  church  or- 
ganized, regular  preaching  commenced,  and  weekly  prayer  meet- 
ing. At  Wilkins  and  Milligans,  and  other  places,  I  visited  and 
reorganized  suspended  and  dead  schools,  and  soon  saw  new  in- 
terest and  zeal  among  the  people,  and  revivals  and  many  con- 
versions were  the  result.     One  minister  in  Collins  county  re- 
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ported  a  Sunday-school  at  all  his  churches  except  one,  and  a 
revival  at  all  except  the  one  without  the  Sunday-school.  At 
Trinity  Mills,  in  Dallas  county,  there  had  been  no  preaching  or 
Sunday-school — ^had  no  house  for  either.  I  organized  a  Sun£iy- 
school,  and  in  a  short  time  they  got  the  use  of  a  vacant  house  for 
the  school,  and  had  preaching  twice  a  month.  Later  they  were 
making  an  effort  to  build  a  church. 

In  the  western  part  of  Dallas  county,  where  many  of  the 
people  were  unable  to  read  or  write,  a  Sunday-school  was  or- 
ganized which  became  one  of  unusual  interest.  Where  I  have 
travelled  in  Hays  and  Travis  counties,  Union  Sunday-schools 
have  been  the  means  of  uniting  the  people  where  they  have  been 
divided  for  years ;  and  in  country  places,  where  church  schook 
have  failed  and  the  work  long  since  ceased,  the  people  readily 
united  in  the  Union  work  and  are  making  it  a  success.  One 
great  help  to  the  work  here  is  the  interest  manifested  by  ministers 
in  the  Union  work ;  and  their  influence  on  the  church  in  this 
respect  helps  to  bring  the  people  together  harmoniously  and  as 
brethren,  in  the  great  work  of  training  the  children  for  Christ. 

John  T.  Wilson,  Arkansas,  writes : 

It  is  with  gratitude  to  God  that  I  report  this  my  first  year's 
service.  The  year  has  been  one  of  much  interest  to  me,  because 
I  have  believed  that  I  was  enteriog  upon  my  life's  work  for  th^ 
Master. 

This  field  is  new,  and  demands  special  attention  and  diligent 
work  in  order  to  draw  the  incoming  tide  of  immigration  into  the 
Bible  school.  Our  great  State,  with  her  healing  fountains,  living 
springs,  and  fertile  soil,  together  with  various  other  resources,  is 
bringing  in  a  population  of  all  classes  of  society,  which  must  be 
moved  by  the  work  and  influence  of  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union  or  be  left  to  themselves  and  to  all  the  open  temptation  of 
the  evil  one. 

Rev.  G.  B.  Martin,  of  West  Texas,  reports : 

I  have  found  great  destitution  on  my  field — ^many  families  with- 
out the  Bible  and  ignorant  of  its  teachings.  Scores  of  persons, 
and,  in  numbers  of  instances,  members  of  the  different  churches, 
cannot  repeat  the  Lord's  Prayer  or  the  Ten  Commandments. 
A  few  days  ago  I  was  asked  by  a  teacher  in  a  Sunday-school  in 
what  chapter  of  the  New  Testament  the  Ten  Commandments 
could  be  found. 

This  is  only  one  of  many  cases  which  might  be  cited  to  show 
the  need  of  Sunday-school  missionaries  to  instruct  the  people,  as 
well  as  to  organize  schools. 
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Rev.  Geo.  W.  Sharp,  Missionary  for  North  Missouri,  writes: 

From  the  eastern  half  of  that  part  of  the  State  lying  north  of 
the  Missouri  river — to  say  nothing  of  other  portions — I  receive 
calls  enough  to  occupy  the  time  of  three  men.  We  need  a  great 
many  new  schools.  In  almost  every  destitute  district,  a  few  per- 
sons can  he  found,  by  diligent  search,  who  would  be  glad  to  have 
a  Sunday-school.  To  help  and  encourage  them,  and  to  enlist  the 
community,  or  a  portion  of  it,  in  the  cause,  and  to  secure  their 
co-operation,  is  missionary  work  ;  it  must  be  done  from  house  to 
house ;  for  this  kind  of  work  there  is  no  substitute,  for  the  mis- 
sionary conventions  do  not  supply  the  place  of  the  missionary. 
The  schools  in  country  districts  need  instructions  greatly  in  ref- 
erence to  continuing  their  work  through  the  year  and  to  methods 
and  means  of  instruction.  As  a  general  thing,  their  supply  of 
literature  is  far  too  scanty  and  their  lack  of  libraries  deplorable. 
In  reference  to  libraries,  there  is  a  sad  indifference,  which  ex- 
tends even  to  schools  in  towns,  which,  in  other  respects,  are  bet- 
ter furnished.  The  rage  for  a  periodical  literature  has  displaced 
libraries  almost  entirely.  For  example,  many  schools  which  are 
esteemed  flourishing  have  not  so  much  as  a  good  Bible  dtetion- 
ary.  Let  us  have  more  of  the  periodical  literature,  but  not  for- 
get the  libraries.  The  only  limit  I  see  to  the  work  is  in  men 
and  resources  not  to  be  had  in  the  field.  What  has  been  done 
has  been  greatly  blessed.  Conversions  reported  in  connection 
with  my  ministry  with  other  Christian  workers,  about  fifty. 

KANSAS  AND  COLORADO. 
L.  Milton  Marsh,  Superintendent. 

The  year  past  has  been  one  of  pleasing  success  in  our  work. 
The  trials  incident  to  pioneer  life  in  our  State  caused  more 
than  usual  labor  in  keeping  newer  schools  alive.  The  failure  of 
crops  sent  many  away ;  frequently  taking  the  best,  and  occasion- 
ally the  only  persons  capable  of  conducting  them.  Later  in  the 
season,  by  the  return  of  some  who  had  left  and  the  coming  of 
new  families,  these  losses  were  made  good  and  our  Sunday- 
schools  more  prosperous. 

Union  Sunday-school  work  has  never  been  more  thoroughly 
appreciated  than  at  the  present  time ;  everywhere,  our  mission- 
aries receive  cordial  sympathy  and  aid  from  Christian  people  of 
nearly  every  denomination. 

The  demand  for  more  missionaries  is  greater  than  at  any 
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^<>irmer  period.  With  the  rapid  increase  of  population  comes 
greater  responsibility — ^that  of  furnishing  these  incoming  thou- 
sands with  the  Bible-school. 

Marked  progress  has  been  made  in  the  last  year.  In  a  single 
county,  three  church  buildings  have  been  erected  and  two  others 
begun,  for  as  many  churches  organized  within  five  or  six  years 
upon  Union  foundations. 

Institute  work  has  been  yery  successful,  not  only  in  raising 
the  standard  of  teaching  and  conducting  schools,  but  preparing 
the  way  for  revivals.  One  of  these  meetings,  conducted  by 
brother  G ,  was  followed  by  a  spiritual  refreshing.  The  fol- 
lowing extracts  are  from  a  letter  from  one  of  the  number  inter- 
ested: 

"We  have  just  closed  a  revival  meeting,  which,  I  think,  grew 
out  of  the  awakened  interest  in  Sunday-school  work,  as  the  Sub- 
ject was  presented  by  W.  L.  6 ,  who,  as  I  understand,  is 

doing  this  good  work  under  your  direction.  ♦  ♦  ♦  If  you  could* 
know  how  like  thirsty  children  we  drank  at  the  spring  of  living 
water ;  and  I  thought  I  must  write  and  tell  you  how  we  thanked 
you  for  sending  him  in  among  us.  We  feel  very  grateful  that 
others,  seeing  our  needs,  have  kindly  sent  us  supplies." 

The  colored  immigrants,  coming  to  us  in  such  numbers,  have 
been  scattered  over  the  State  where  they  could  find  employment. 
To  hundreds  have  we  given  assistance,  by  way  of  organization 
and  furnishing  helps.  Still  there  is. great  need  of  further  sup- 
plies of  books  and  papers  for  this  class  of  people. 

Our  work  has  been  extended  into  Colorado  with  gratifying  re- 
sults. Great  destitution  has  been  found.  The  strife,  and  even 
bloodshed,  over  water  and  pasturage,  reminds  us  of  the  time 
when  the  herdsmen  of  Abraham  and  Lot  strove  together.  By 
the  advent  of  the  Sunday-school  missionary  and  the  study  of  the 
Bible,  these  differences  have  been  settled  and  quiet  restored  to 
some  neighborhoods. 

We  acknowledge  with  filial  gratitude  God's  blessing  upon  our 
work  during  the  year,  earnestly  imploring  the  same  tender  care 
during  another  year. 

Rev.  John  Gassell  reports : 

The  year's  work,  in  figures,  is  not  as  satisfactory  as  in  former 
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years,  but  in  apparent  results  it  is  most  encouraging.  God's  way 
of  work  now  appears  to  be  through  the  children — ^foundation 
laying. 

Some  ministers  on  my  field  say  to  the  Sunday-school  mission- 
ary, '^  Come  and  help  us— -our  church  needs  thawing ;  come  and 
stir  them  up  to  work  in  the  Sunday-school/'  Passing  throueh 
C,  two  days  ago,  where  the  minister  was  holding  meetings,  ne 
said  to  me,  ^*  You  are  just  the  man  I  want  to  help  us.  Our 
church  wants  building  anew  from  the  foundation ;  we  practically 
have  no  membership ;  it  would  be  better  if  we  had  none — ^what 
we  have  is  just  the  ragged  edge.  We  want  a  nucleus  with  heart 
and  soul  in  it."  And  this  is,  in  substance,  what  three  other  min- 
isters said  with  whom  I  have  worked  this  month. 

A  letter  lies  before  me  from  a  lady  in  a  rural  district.  Four 
years  ago  the  church  died  of  hunger ;  a  Sunday-school  was  at- 
tempted twice  since,  and  lived  a  few  weeks'  sickly  life  each  sum- 
mer. Last  September  I  started  a  Sunday-school  there  with  three 
classes  and,  I  think,  twenty  scholars ;  the  school  has  continued 
all  through  this  severe  winter,  and  now  numbers  fifty-three 
scholars.  This  is  a  single  sample  from  many  which  I  could  cite. 
God  will  build  that  church  again  through  the  children  and  of  the 
children.  One  man  who  was  made  superintendent  of  a  Sunday- 
school  I  organized  in  October  confessed  Christ  and  was  baptized 
two  weeks  after  his  election,  brought  to  do  so  by  a  sense  of  his 
own  need,  and  of  the  responsibility  of  his  office.  The  result  of 
the  year  has  been  a  bringing  of  the  people  by  the  children  nearer 
to  God. 

Dr.  C.  Humble  writes : 

The  worst  men  and  communities  can  be  reached  if  rightly  ap- 

f  reached.  One  man,  the  leading  man  in  the  community,  who, 
was  told,  ^^  feared  neither  God,  man,  nor  the  devil,"  and  who 
on  my  first  approach  was  somewhat  hostile,  is  now  actively  inter- 
ested in  a  Sunday-school  which  he  assisted  me  to  organize. 

Before  going  to  B.  M.  district  it  was  reported  to  me,  ^^  I  hear 
they  will  not  allow  a  Sunday-school  to  be  held  there."  While 
visiting  the  people  I  was  told,  ^^  According  to  the  deed  of  the 
land  on  which  the  school-house  is  built,  if  one  man  in  the  dis- 
trict objects  to  the  organization  of  the  school  it  cannot  be  organ- 
ized." 

On  Sunday  morning  I  was  greeted  with  a  full  house,  organized 
a  good  Sunday-school,  which  raised  $6  to  equip  itself  for  work. 
As  I  left  the  district  a  friend  said,  ^^  You  put  up  last  night  at 
just  the  right  place.  If  that  man  had  said  one  word  against  the 
organization  of  the  school  it  would  have  stopped  at  once,  and  had 
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he  not  taken  sacb  an  active  part  in  raising  funds  so  much  would 
not  haye  been  raised.'' 

The  people  of  the  little  town  of  P G "  would  not 

attend  preaching,  and  cared  nothing  for  Sunday-schools."  An 
inhabitant  said,  ^^  It  has  not  enough  salt  in  it  to  save  it.  It  is 
worse  than  Sodom."  An  ex-Sunday-school  missionary,  now  a 
minister,  said — and  he  had  tried  it — '^  It  was  the  hardest  place 
he  had  seen  in  thirty  years'  experience."  A  faithful  visitation 
of  each  family  met  with  favor,  and  although  the  night  of  the  meet- 
ing was  very  disagreeable,  a  fair  representatiou  of  the  community 
was  present,  and  entered  heartily  into  the  organization  of  a 
school,  which,  under  the  direction  of  a  competent  superintendent^ 
is  doing  well. 

In  several  places,  where  for  two  or  three  years  the  Sunday- 
school  has  been  the  only  regular  Sabbath  service,  churches  have 
this  year  been  organized.  In  one  case  a  church  of  22  members, 
and  in  another  11  members  have  been  received  into  the  church, 
and  there  are  more  to  follow.  In  the  latter  case  the  superin- 
tendent has  maintained  a  weekly  prayer-meeting  and  Sunday- 
school  normal  class. 

In  closing  this  review  I  gratefully  acknowledge  the  great  good- 
ness of  God  in  going  before  me  and  preparing  my  way,  in  goine 
with  me  and  establishing  his  work,  and  in  following  after  and 
giving  the  increase. 

Dr.  William  L.  Gilman  reports : 

Many  of  my  schools  have  been  visited  repeatedly,  and  the 
work  more  advanced  by  subsequent  visits  than  by  the  first. 
Much  has  been  accomplished  in  county  and  township  conventions, 
and  in  normal  classes.  One  of  the  latter  was  followed  by  a  pre- 
cious revival. 

I  have  been  much  encouraged  at  many  points  where  schools 
were  organized  one,  two,  and  three  years  ago  with  the  greatest 
difficulty,  because  of  the  indifference  of  the  people,  to  find  all 
indifference  gone,  and  in  its  stead  earnest  workers  full  of  enthu- 
uasm,  who  have  apparently  determined  always  to  be  at  work  for 
the  Master. 

Two  other  features  of  the  work  are  also  encouraging.  One  is 
the  marked  increase  of  "evergreen"  schools,  especially  in  those 
counties  where  the  most  work  has  been  done,  and  this  notwith- 
standing the  very  severe  winter  we  have  passed  through.  The 
other  point  is  the  comparative  ease  with  which  Sunday-school 
workers  can  be  gathered  in  convention  and  normal-class  work 
now,  over  two  years  aeo.  It  proves  to  me  an  increased  interest 
in  the  work  by  the  workers  themselves. 
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George  A.  Barton  reports : 

The  year  has  been  one  of  gratifying  results.  Weak  schools 
have  been  made  strong,  strong  ones  stronger,  and  new  schools 
ornnized  through  the  encouragement  I  have  been  enabled  to  give. 
I  have  given  considerable  attention  to  convention  and  institute 
work,  having  attended  and  taken  part  in  ten  such  gatherings. 
As  a  result,  in  the  localities  where  these  meetings  have  been  held 
there  is  a  marked  improvement  in  the  manner  of  giving  instruc- 
tion in  the  Bible-schools,  as  well  as  a  better  average  attendance. 

At  different  points  in  my  field  successful  revival  meetings  have 
been  held — one  in  connection  with  a  Bible-school  I  organized  last 
April.  This  school  was  of  very  humble  origin,  being  called  into 
existence  in  the  kitchen  of  a  sod-house,  with  but  twenty  persons 
present.  Now  the  average  attendance  is  nearly  twice  as  large 
as  at  the  beginning,  and  as  the  result  of  a  revival  that  started  in 
the  school,  a  church  society  has  been  organized  with  twenty-five 
members. 

A  council  has  been  called  to  organize  another  church  organi- 
zation growing  out  of  a  Union  school  organized  last  year. 

PACIFIC  COAST. 

Rev.  J.  Wayne  Snowden  reports : 

As  I  travelled  from  hamlet  to  hamlet  and  county  to  county 
in  the  interior  of  California  I  was  almost  everywhere  impressed 
with  the  religious  destitution,  financial  embarrassment  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  great  need  of  such  relief  as  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union  enabled  me  to  afford.  The  Sunday-school  outlook 
for  the  coast  becomes  more  and  more  hopeful. 

Rev.  W.  E.  Read,  of  Northern  California,  reports : 

In  financial  matters  the  people  are  burdened  on  account  of  the 
struggle  to  secure  lands  sold  them  by  the  railroad  company.  The 
rents  are  high,  and  also  the  interest  paid  to  the  company.  The 
crops  were  good,  but  the  prices  low.  Our  mission  is  a  grand  one. 
Apathy  had  settled  down  upon  the  people,  so  far  as  spiritual 
matters  were  concerned ;  but  all  through  the  borders  we  have  had 
revival  work  done.  This  field  is  large  and  the  people  very 
wicked.  Sabbath  desecration,  horse-racing,  gambling,  and  dram- 
drinking  is  the  custom  of  the  adults,  and  hundreds  of  young  peo- 
ple revel  and  become  ^^  hoodlums."  We  cannot  depict  upon  paper 
the  crimes  committed.  Would  that  we  could  engage  five  men 
endued  with  the  Holy  Ghost  to  labor  in  this  field ! 

When  the  mission  was  organized  in  Northern  California  but 
little  interest  was  manifested  in  the  Sunday-school  work.     Sun- 


41 

day-schools  leere  far  between.  Now,  in  Colusa  and  Tehama 
counties,  there  are  schools,  with  three  or  four  exceptions,  at 
every  point  where  we  can  organize  successfully.  Hundreds  of 
chilaren  bless  the  work  accomplished  bj  the  Union.  I  have  not 
organized  one-half  of  the  schools  already  established ;  for  when 
we  commenced  the  ministry  were  inspired  to  go  into  the  work 
also,  and  wherever  I  have  met  a  minister  I  have  endeavored  to 
fire  him  with  enthusiasm  in  it,  and  as  much  has  been  accom- 
plished in  that  way  as  by  me  directly.  We  need  papers  and 
tracts  and  books  to  use  in  instructing  the  children. 

Rev.  William  Metcalf,  having  removed  to  Los  Angeles,  Cal- 
ifornia, reports  to  Mr.  Ensign : 

From  one  of  our  old  schools  in  Nebraska  I  have  a  letter  say- 
ing that  five  have  been  converted  and  a  church  of  thirteen  mem- 
bers organized,  bein^  the  third  church  from  that  Union  Sunday- 
school.  The  great  distance  between  me  and  my  old  field  makes 
it  impossible  for  me  to  gather  up  facts  there  as  I  would  like,  so 
yon  will  please  allow  me  to  present  the  prospects  for  work  on  my 
new  field  in  this  (Los  Angeles)  county,  which  contains  about 
seven  thousand  square  miles.  Wishing  to  find  out  something 
about  work  on  my  new  field,  I  sent  letters  of  inquiry  in  January 
to  each  school  district  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Metcalf  proceeds  to  give  extracts  from  letters  received 
answering  inquiries  about  the  work : 

No.  1.  ^'  Pupils,  teachers,  and  parents  need  to  be  aroosed  on 
the  Sunday-school  question.  A  county  Sunday-school  associ- 
ation ought  to  be  formed.  H.  I.  P."  ' 

No.  2.  ^^  A  county  Sunday-school  association  would  be  a  means 
of  good  to  the  Sunday-school  work  in  Southern  California. 

"  H.  W.  C." 

No.  8.  "  One  or  two  Sunday-schools  here.  C.  B." 

No.  4.  "  There  is  no  church  of  any  kind  in  this  valley.  I 
have  lived  here  five  years  and  have  not  had  the  privilege  of  at- 
tending church  during  all  that  time.  C.  C.  P." 

No.  5.  '^  Would  be  pleased  to  have  you  visit  our  Sunday- 
school.  J.  W." 

No.  6.  ^^  A  county  Sunday-school  association  is  very  much  re- 
quired. I  think  every  Sunaay-school  would  be  encouraged  by  a 
visit  and  an  appropriate  address.  H.  H." 

No.  7.  ^^  A  numerous  population,  but  nothing  like  a  Sunday- 
school  exists  in  this  neighborhood.  R.  E." 

No.  8.  *^  Two  Sunday-schools  ought  to  be  organized— one  in 
Olive  district,  the  other  in  Santiago  district.  N.  D.  H." 
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No.  9.  ''A  county  Sunday-school  association  should  be  organ- 
ized, and  the  sooner  the  better,  only  let  it  be  under  the  direction 
of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  so  that  denomination- 
alists  shall  not  get  scared.  G.  G.  M." 

No.  10.  '^  We  have  no  Sunday-school  in  our  district.     Come. 

"W.  J." 

No.  11.  ^'  No  field  for  you  here  unless  you  are  a  Catholic  and 
understand  Spanish.  L.  M." 

No.  12.  ''  We  have  a  Sunday-school,  but  there  are  two  dis- 
tricts near  where  Sunday-schools  ought  to  be  organized.  We 
want  you  to  visit  our  school  as  soon  as  possible.        J.  W.  F." 

No.  18.  "  We  have  a  first-class  Sunday-school  here. 

"J.  H.  M." 

No.  14.  "  We  here  would  be  very  glad  to  have  a  visit  and  an 
address  from  you ;  and  Savannah  needs  a  Sunday-school.  A 
county  Sunday-school  association  would  certainly  be  helpful  to 
all  live  Sunday-school  men.  I  wish  you  permanent  success  in 
your  work.  J.  0.  M." 

No.  15.  "A  county  Sunday-school  association  would  be  very 
pleasant  and  profitable  to  all  concerned.  Mrs.  L.  E.  H." 

No.  16.  ^'  The  trustees  hesitate  to  let  us  have  the  school-house 
in  Santiago  district  for  Sunday-school  purposes.  If  I  can  get 
the  use  of  the  house  I  will  write  you.  R.  R.  D.' 

I  quote  the  above  to  give  an  idea  of  my  new  field  a$  it  is. 

NORTHWESTERN  DEPARTMENT. 

F.  G.  Ensign,  Superintendent. 

This  report  marks  another  round  year  of  missionary  efibrt  for 
the  children,  more  successful  and  more  hopeful  than  the  year 
that  preceded  it. 

THB   NEW   LAND 

to  be  possessed  has  been  greater,  and  the  field  whiter  for  the 
harvest.  The  rich  mines  of  the  mountains  and  the  productive 
soil  of  our  prairies  have  induced  thousands  upon  thousands  of 
people  to  settle  in  the  West.  Railroads  have  tried  to  keep  pace 
with  the  on-coming  population,  so  that  in  Dakota  alone  737  miles 
of  track  were  laid  in  1880,  294  in  Michigan,  235  in  Wisconsin, 
336  in  Illinois,  436  in  Iowa,  135  in  Minnesota,  398  in  Nebraska, 
&c.  Of  course,  the  vast  extension  of  railroads  means  a  steady 
increase  in  population,  and  consequently  demand  for  more  Sun- 
day-school missionary  work. 
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Our  records  indicate  an  advance  over  previous  years  that  is 
certainly  encouraging,  although  not  by  any  means  equal  to  the 
need.  Just  think  of  it !  In  1878  the  school  population  of  Mich- 
igan, Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  Nebraska,  and  Kan- 
sas was  reported  to  be  3,175,420;  while  in  1880— two  years 
later — ^the  Sunday-zchool  membership  for  these  State  was  reported 
as  1,349,950 — ^less  than  50  per  cent. 

There  certainly  is  room  for  missionary  work  in  this  favored 
West,  and  may  we  not  safely  say  an  imperative  demand  for  more 
work  ?  It  is  something  to  enter  400  communities  in  a  single  year 
and  plant  Sunday-schools  there.  It  is  a  great  thing  to  do  that ; 
but  2000  communities  could  have  been  thus  helped  had  we  been 
able  to  have  sent  the  men  to  them.     This  demand  is  not 

GROWING  LESS. 

The  press  give  frequent  and  full  accounts  of  the  emigration  to 
this  country  from  all  countries  of  Europe,  and  one  who  travels 
much  on  our  great  railroads  will  be  impressed  with  the  fact  that  no 
small  proportion  of  these  emigrants  are  seeking  homes  in  the 
West.  And  the  tide  will  not  stopy  for  the  daily  papers  inform 
us  that  there  is  to  be  an  unusually  large  emigration  from  Ger- 
many in  1881.  Undoubtedly  a  fair  share  of  these  will  also  settle 
in  the  West.     Why  should  they  not  ? 

Ten  years  ago  Dakota  was  thought  by  ^'some  who  knew*'  to 
be  of  little  value ;  to-day  it  tells  of  18,000,000  bushels  of  wheat 
grown  there  in  1880 — **  the  best  the  land  affords" — and  millions 
of  acres  yet  untouched. 

THE   SEVERE   WINTER 

of  1880-81  will  long  be  remembered  by  the  sturdy  pioneers  of 
the  Northwest.  Suffering  has  been  widespread  and  terrible.  Not 
a  few  have  perished,  it  is  to  be  feared.  Still,  one  fruitful  year 
will  cause  this  exceptionally  cold  winter  to  be  forgotten.  These 
fertile  prairies  are  foreordained  to  be  peopled  by  millions  of  our 
countrymen,  mingled  with  millions  more  of  emigrants  from  all 
Europe.  It  will  be  a  mixed  multitude,  with  all  shades  of  opinion 
and  practice.  The  good  and  the  bad  come ;  and  the  tendency  is 
for  the  bad  to  get  worse  and  the  good  not  unfrequently  to  be  ad- 
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Tersely  influenced  by  the  bad.  Nowhere  is  the  harmonising  and 
elevating  influence  of  the  Bible  more  needed,  nor  can  it  be  more 
potent  for  present  and  prospective  good,  than  in  these  new  places. 
Therefore  we  are  under  solemn  obligation  to  press  forward  and 
do  a  greater  work  for  these  new  settlements  and  for  the  waste 
places. 

The  undenominational  Bible-school,  with  its  helps  for  the  family 
and  community,  can  reach  and  unite  these  diverse  elements  with 
rare  success,  rapidity,  and  economy,  and  as  no  other  agency  is 
able  to  do. 

This  is  no  new-born  theory  or  wild  experiment.  It  has  the 
test  of  more  than  half  a  century,  and  the  record  of  this  dosing 
year  adds  new  proofs  of  its  wisdom  and  efficiency,  as  the  follow- 
ing records  of  our  missionaries  will,  I  trust,  fully  show.  One 
thing  that  encourages  us  much  is  the 

PERMANENOT  OF  THE   SCHOOLS. 

When  men  and  women  in  the  sparsely-settled  places  will  face 
the  storm  and  cold  of  this  severe  winter.  Sabbath  after  Sabbath, 
for  many  miles,  to  keep  up  "  their  Sunday-school,  because  it  is 
all  the  religious  privilege  they  have,"  there  is  revealed  a  vitality 
in  the  little  Union  Bible-school  that  ^^some"  have  not  given  it 
credit  for. 

There  is  a  heroism  about  such  men  and  women  that  is  worthy 
of  help  and  encouragement. 

But  the  missionaries  ask  your  audience. 


G.  S.  Billings,  Iowa,  writes : 

In  the  past  year  twelve  counties  have  shared  my  labors.  I 
have  attended  seventeen  Sabbath-school  conventions,  nine  of 
which  I  organized  and  conducted  in  ^^  waste  places."  In  fami- 
lies too  numerous  to  mention  I  have  visited,  distributing  here  and 
there  copies  of  God's  word.  But  how  are  we  to  report  the  prayers, 
son^s,  and  '^hand-graspings"  that  have  gathered  about  the  hun- 
dred or  more  addresses  given  ?  Perhaps  the  results  of  this  glo- 
rious work  can  be  no  better  presented  than  by  referring  to  the 
more  than  a  score  of  hopeful  converts,  or  to  the  Rev.  Geo.  Allen, 
who  writes,  "  We  are  in  the  midst  of  a  glorious  revival.  Your 
gospel-meeting  and  Sabbath-school  work  in  this  vicinity  has  been 
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blessed  of  the  Lord,  and  we  now  see  much  of  the  fruit  of  your 
labor."  A  superintendent  writes,  '^  Accept  thanks  for  organiz- 
ing our  Sabbath-school  and  holding  Sabbath-school  convention 
with  us.     We  are  still  prospering." 

A  brother  writes,  ''  Our  school  started  all  right ;  a  few  wanted 
to  make  it  denominational.  I  told  them  it  was  started  a  Union 
school  and  so  it  must  go  on ;  and  since  then  it  has  been  all  calm^ 
and  we  have  the  best  school  in  the  county." 

One  school  has  outgrown  its  little  room  and  now  studies  the 
Word  in  a  beautiful  chapel ;  while  another  rejoices  in  the  conver- 
sion of  her  young  men,  and  holds  the  banner  of  the  American 
Sunday-School  Union  in  the  waste  places  of  Nebraska. 

J.  S.  Love,  Avoca,  reports : 

At  no  period  during  my  fifteen  years  of  missionary  life  have 
I  been  more  interested  in  my  work  than  during  the  past  year, 
nor  have  I  ever  felt  more  seriously  the  great  responsibility  rest- 
ing on  me.  It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  record  that  in  many  of 
my  schools  a  deeper  work  of  grace  has  been  experienced  than 
ever  before,  yet  so  quiet  and  still  that  none  but  a  close  observer 
could  realize  it.     One  superintendent,  in  a  recent  letter,  says : 

"Three  of  our  older  scholars  have  found  the  Saviour,  and 
others  are  inquiring  what  they  must  do  to  be  saved.  One  school, 
nearly  four  years  old,  has  grown  into  a  church;  three  others 
also,  somewhat  younger.  Each  of  these  I  organized  on  new 
ground." 

A  lady  superintendent  says,  "  Our  school  is  a  complete  suc- 
cess. Since  your  last  visit  we  have  done  better  than  ever  before. 
The  teachers  now  come  full  of  the  lesson  and  give  Scripture 
measure  to  their  scholars.  During  the  extremely  cold  weather 
we  have  had  school  every  Sunday,  with  lessons  well  prepared, 
and  we  intend  to  have  it  until  the  mercury  gets  more  than  forty 
degrees  below  zero ;  then  we  may  have  to  stop." 

The  superintendent  of  a  school  forty-two  months  old  writes 
that  his  school  has  met  every  Sunday  since  it  was  organized,  and 
is  now  in  a  more  prosperous  condition  than  ever  before.  He 
pays  a  just  tribute  to  the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  who 
sent  the  Bible  and  a  missionary  among  them.  A  goodly  number 
of  the  older  scholars  are  serious.  Four  conversions  within  the  year. 

Another  superintendent,  far  out  on  the  prairie,  writes  encour- 
agingly about  his  school.  It  is  a  little  over  two  years  old  and 
has  never  failed  to  meet.    All  are  deeply  interested  in  the  work. 

During  the  year  we  have  made  some  progress  in  the  main  pur- 
pose of  teaching.  We  have  tried  to  impress  on  the  minds  of 
teachers  and  scholars  the  great  necessity  of  accepting  Christ  as 
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their  Saviour.  We  have  also  made  some  progress  in  organizing 
and  in  inducing  new  and  old  schools  to  keep  open  through  the 
winter.     Much  remains  to  be  done  in  this  respect. 

Rev.  G.  M.  F.  Ghessington,  Storm  Lake,  reports : 

I  find  that  I  have  much  to  encourage  me  in  the  work  of  the 
good  Master  in  that  he  has  blessed  it  more  and  more,  and  that 
seed  sown  in  previous  years  has,  during  the  year  just  closed, 
sprung  up  and  produced  abundant  fruit.  Twenty-three  hopeful 
conversions  are  reported  to  me. 

As  I  look  over  the  three  years  of  my  work  I  find  that,,  with 
my  schools  as  the  foundation,  five  churches  have  been  organized, 
four  of  them  where  no  kind  of  religious  service  had  ever  been 
held  before  the  planting  of  the  Sunday-school.  All  of  these 
churches  are  in  good,  healthy  condition.  I  find,  too,  that  as  the 
years  go  on,  the  interest  in  our  work  b  increasing,  and  friends  are 
gathering  about  it. 

Martin  B.  Lewis,  Red  Wing,  reports : 

The  year  1880-81  is  filled  with  wonderful  experiences — ^all 
with  their  bright  and  dark  side.  As  I  think  of  the  miles  trav- 
elled by  rail  and  ponies  I  wonder  if  results  are  commensurate 
with  the  outlay  of  strength  and  money.  Again  I  look  over  the 
great  prairies  and  into  the  woods,  and  in  the  valleys  along  the 
rivers  of  sky-tinted  water,  and  as  the  multitude  of  eager  faces 
rise  before  the  mind's  vision — their  number  reaching  over  7000, 
of  which  number  1685  were  enrolled  in  forty-one  new  Sunday- 
schools — then  I  say  results  are  commensurate.  And  when  I  see 
the  lukewarm  and  satisfied  Christian  of  other  days  revived  and 
quickened  into  life,  and  the  happy  changes  in  many  families 
where  there  was  no  Christ,  no  Saviour — first  interested  in  aiding 
their  children  to  learn  their  Sabbath  lessons  and  in  turn  becom- 
ing interested  for  themselves — ^when  I  see  all  this,  I  add  again, 
with  greater  emphasis,  the  results  are  more  than  commensurate — 
it  pays !     To  be  a  co-worker  with  God  gives  hope  and  joy. 

I  will  add  to  my  own  testimony  some  words  from  faithful 
workers  in  fields  of  spiritual  destitution.  A  superintendent  of  a 
large  and  improving  school  writes,  "  Our  Sunday-school  is  get- 
ting along  nicely.  We  never  could  have  done  anything  without 
your  help,  both  in  organizing  and  sustaining  it,  and  by  your 
contributions." 

The  above  is  one  of  many  such.  Another,  a  college  graduate 
and  most  successful  superintendent  in  a  country  place,  writes, 
'^  I  am  teaching  the  public  school  this  winter.  It  is  called  the 
worst  school  in  the  county.    I  decided  to  take  it,  the  more  readily 
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because  I  find  that  a  poorly-conducted  day-school  has  a  demoral- 
izing efiect  npon  our  Sabbath-school." 

Here,  we  see,  our  work  is  beneficial  in  holding  in  check  an  in- 
fluence that  might  otherwise  exert  a  positive  injury  to  the  dis- 
trict. Another  very  successful  superintendent  for  years  writes, 
"  Our  school  is  working  finely,  with  only  two  professing  Chris- 
tians, but  with  the  help  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union. 
I  have  lived  here  eleven  years.  At  first  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union  was  at  work  here,  and  was  doing  well,  but  some 
thought  best  to  have  a  denominational  school,  but  it  was  not  a 
success.  The  Union  efibrt  meets  the  wants  of  this  community 
better." 

Another  letter  says,  "Over   in  and   the  immediate 

vicinity  there  are  about  a  dozen  Presbyterians,  the  same  of  Bap- 
tists, and  a  few  Methodists,  and  two  families  of  Episcopalians, 
while,  as  in  many  other  places  in  the  West,  the  most  of  the  peo- 
ple are  not  Christians.  Each  denomination  is  too  small  to  sup- 
port a  pastor  of  its  own  kind,  and  we  have  not  yet  seen  the  way 
clear  to  unite  under  one  name;  hence,  for  a  great  part  of  the 
time  we  are  left  without  preaching,  and  are  as  sheep  without  a 
shepherd.  But,  although  we  cannot  unite  in  church  work,  there 
is  a  sphere  of  Christian  labor  in  which  we  can  all  unite,  and  that 
is  the  Sabbath-school.  During  all  these  years  of  anxious  waiting 
for  brighter  days  we  have  kept  up  a  Union  Sunday-school,  the 
superintendent  and  teachers  of  which  are  Christian  women  be- 
longing to  the  difi*erent  denominations  mentioned  above.  Our 
school  is  *'  evergreen,'  held  during  the  cold  of  winter  as  well  as 
the  heat  of  summer,  and  attended  by  all  classes  of  people.  We 
number  among  the  most  regular  as  well  as  the  most  attentive  of 
our  scholars,  children  of  Roman  Catholics.  Its  influence  is  grad- 
ually widening  and  deepening." 

From  a  field  often  passed  by  as  unpromising,  a  man  over 
seventy  years  old  wrote,  "  When  1  heard  you  were  coming  I 
wept  for  joy ;"  and  a  teacher  writes  from  the  school  there,  "Six 
of  my  class  have  learned  to  love  Jesus.  I  love  to  teach,  but  I 
never  go  to  them  in  my  own  strength.  There  are  several  others 
of  our  school  that  are  seeking  to  find  that  peace  which  comes  to 
every  true  Christian." 

I  hear  from  very  few  schools  which  are  not  making  the  aver- 
age progress  of  more  highly-favored  localities.  The  winter  of 
1880--81  will  long  be  remembered  for  its  great  severity.  We 
have  heard  some  sad  incidents  of  sufi*ering,  and  have  given  the 
helping  hand. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Sunday-school  of  the  Fourteenth  Street  Pres-        j 
by terian  Church  in  New  York,  Mr.  Lewis  reports : 
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During  my  twenty  years  of  service  for  this  cause  29,878  schol- 
ars have  been  gathered  int6  825  new  schools  under  4859  teachers, 
and  1129  other  schools  have  been  visited  and  aided  in  various 
ways;  7645  families  have  been  visited,  and  2684  Bibles  and 
Testaments  have  been  sivcn  to  such  as  were  destitute,  and  schools 
have  been  supplied  witn  books,  etc.,  to  the  amount  of  $3118  99. 

D.  H.  Mason,  Alexandria,  reports : 

In  the  past  ten  years  of  our  service,  the  field  never  seemed  so 
large  nor  the  preasure  of  work  so  great  as  during  the  past  year, 
and  certainly  we  have  never  before  received  more  assurance  of 
the  success  of  our  new  schools.  Ever  since  entering  the  work,  I 
have  had,  on  an  average,  more  than  twenty  counties  for  my  field, 
any  five  of  which  would  furnish  enough  work  for  one  man. 
Most  of  the  schools  organized,  and  many  others,  have  been  aided 
in  procuring  supplies,  by  generous  contributions  from  individaals, 
Sunday-schools,  and  churches  East  and  West.  The  supply  of 
such  means  is  inadequate  to  the  demand.  We  could  use  to  good 
advantage  ten  dollars  where  one  is  given.  From  kind  friends 
and  Sunday-schools  in  the  East  and  elsewhere  I  received  several 
boxes  and  barrels  of  clothing  for  the  needy,  and  Christmas  gifts 
for  our  new  schools,  all  of  which  have  been  disbursed  to  the  best 
of  my  ability,  thereby  bringing  comfort  and  delight  to  many 
homes.  Commencing  with  Christmas  eve,  and  following  in  quicL 
succession,  I  planted  and  loaded  with  presents,  fourteen  trees, 
furnishing  20  schools,  and  at  least  600  scholars,  with  gifts. 
These  were  all  delightful  occasions,  furnishing  abundant  assur- 
ance that  the  generosity  of  friends  was  thoroughly  appreciated. 
I  recently  sent  out  letters  inquiring  into  the  condition  of  our 
schools,  and  have  reason  to  be  gratified  with  the  answers  gener- 
ally. A  superintendent  in  Morrison  county,  who  for  four  years, 
winter  and  summer,  has  been  at  his  post  of  duty,  amidst  Sabbath 
desecration  and  indifference  to  religion,  now  rejoices  in  what  Grod 
has  wrought.     He  says : 

"We  now  have  regular  preaching  and  two  church  ormniz- 
ations.  There  is  now  more  respect  for  the  Sunday-schom  and 
the  Sabbath  day." 

Mr.  Mason  reports  many  replies  from  superintendents  and 
teachers,  all  of  a  cheering  character,  speaking  of  much  good  ac- 
complished— the  Bible  opened  to  many  minds  and  hearts ;  good 
attendance,  notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the  winter ;  liberal 
contributions ;  growth  of  interest  in  teachers,  scholars,  and 
parents,  and  increasing  numbers.     We  have  only  room  for  a  let- 
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ter  from  the  saperintendent  of  one  of  his  schools  organized  in 
1879.     He  writes: 

^'  The  Sunday-school  has  been  an  efficient  means  in  keeping 
alive  religious  interest  in  our  village,  having  been  the  only  service 
that  has  been  held  constantly  since  its  organization.  Great  in- 
terest has  been  taken  in  it  by  our  citizens,  and  although  no  con- 
versions can  be  directly  traced  to  its  influence,  we  feel  that  it 
has  been  instrumental  in  keeping  the  few  Christians  resident 
here  united,  and  that  in  this  regard  permanent  good  has  resulted. 
The  churches  here  have  been  aided  materially  in  their  starting 
by  the  Sunday-school,  and,  had  it  not  been  for  the  interest  dis- 
covered through  the  Sunday-school,  and  expended  by  those  who 
are  members  of  it,  we  would  to  day  be  without  the  small  church 
organizations  we  now  have,  and,  perhaps,  even  stated  religious 
sen'ices." 

R.  F.  Sulzer  writes : 

The  enthusiasm  and  unity  existing  among  the  schools  has 
caused  an  unusual  number  of  them  to  become  ^^  evergreen.'* 
One  testimony  is,  ^'Notwithstanding  the  extremely  cold  winter, 
our  school  has  kept  up  in  number  and  interest,  and  a  work  of 
grace  has  been  enjoyed  with  good  result."  Another  writes, 
'^  Please  come  to  visit  our  school  soon ;  we  need  your  help ; 
there  are  so  many  coming  in,  I  do  not  know  what  to  do  with 
them."  At  one  place  the  pastor  was  doing  the  work  almost 
alone.  I  told  them  they  would  die  if  they  went  on  thus.  A 
letter  from  the  pastor  speaks  of  the  results :  '^  I  am  glad  I  can 
make  so  good  a  report ;  our  school  has  since  grown  in  number 
and  interest,  and  they  have  taken  the  burden  off  me."     Supt. 

B writes,  *'  We  thought  there  was  no  use  to  go  on — in  our 

discouragements — but  your  words  and  the  'Pilgrim's  Progress' 
you  sent  us  gave  us  new  zeal  and  courage,  and  we  gathered  in 
25  new  scholars,  and  have  organized  a  prayer-meeting  and  a 
ladies'  missionary  society  with  the  school."  In  the  eleven  con- 
ventions which  I  have  attended — four  of  which  I  conducted — 
rnany  schools  found  great  help,  and  there  are  some  conversions. 
Jint  perhaps  nothing  has  been  more  fruitful  of  good  than  my 
visits  to  the  homes,  and  the  copies  of  the  Word  that  have  been 
•  iistribnted.    I  can  report  a  goodly  number  converted  to  the  Lord. 

E.  B.  Stevenson,  Hastings,  reports : 

Since  commencing  work  in  this  State  last  October,  I  have  ad- 

ttressed  one  Sunday-school  convention,  and  have  organized  five 

Sunday-schools.     At  one  of  these  meetings   fifteen  have  been 

converted,  and  a  church  has  been  organized.     At  another  I  am 
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now  holding  meetings,  and  seven  have  already  expressed  a  desire 
to  become  Christians.  During  the  winter  I  have  assisted  two 
ministers  in  special  meetings,  at  which  twenty  have  joined  the 
church.  I  am  now  holding  Saturday  evening  meetings  for  young 
men ;  five  have  already  been  converted,  and  the  meetings  are 
growing  rapidly  in  interest.  My  schools  are  all  in  good,  flour- 
ishing condition,  and  the  prospect  for  an  abundant  harvest  is 
evident. 

S.  N.  Millard  reports  five  and  a  half  months'  work : 

The  long,  cold  winter,  so  unfavorable  to  the  work  of  organis- 
ing Sunday-schools  in  the  far  northern  regions  which  constitute 
my  field,  set  in  about  the  16th  of  October,  or  a  little  more  than 
four  weeks  after  my  reaching  here.  In  the  last  half  of  Septem- 
ber, I  preached  five  times  in  three  different  localities ;  visited  (by 
estimate)  in  20  families,  and  held  personal  conversation  with  50 
persons  about  the  great  concern.  In  the  month  of  October,  I 
preached  7  times;  delivered  5  addresses;  organized  2  Sunday- 
schools  ;  travelled  1243  miles,  and  visited  55  families,  conversing 
personally  with  46  persons  upon  the  subject  of  religion.  In  the 
month  of  November,  I  preached  11  times;  delivered  2  addresses; 
travelled  412  miles;  visited  31  families,  and  conversed  person- 
ally with  77.  In  the  month  of  December,  preached  10  times ; 
delivered  2  addresses;  travelled  472  miles;  visited  62  fieimilies. 
and  conversed  with  49  persons.  In  this  month,  I  attended  and 
took  part  in  a  district  Sunday-school  convention  at  Glyndon. 
In  the  month  of  January,  I  preached  19  times;  travelled  232 
miles;  visited  89  families,  and  conversed  with  56  persons.  In 
the  month  of  February,  preached  16  times;  delivered  8  addresses; 
travelled  366  miles;  visited  38  families,  and  conversed  with  67 
persons. 

In  the  above,  where  personal  conversation  is  referred  to,  it 
means  conversation  upon  personal  religion,  and  does  not  include 
those  conversed  with  in  families.  In  the  month  of  February, 
two  Sunday-schools  were  organized;  and  in  that  month  and  the 
two  previous,  four  schools  which  had  suspended  were  started 
anew.  I  have  preached  during  this  time  the  first  gospel  ser- 
mons ever  heard  in  four  or  five  of  the  localities.  Scores  of  per- 
sons, I  think  I  may  safely  say,  who  had  never,  so  far  as  I  know, 
made  any  profession  of  religion,  have  risen  in  the  meetings  or  in 
other  ways  given  expression  to  a  purpose  to  live  a  Christian  life 
or  to  be  remembered  in  prayer. 

Rev.  Wm.  Metcalf  was  transferred  from  Nebraska  to  California 
last  fall  on  account  of  ill  health,  but  reports  : 


From  one  of  our  old  schools  in  Nebraska  I  have  a  letter  saying 
that  6  have  been  converted  and  a  church  of  18  members  organ- 
ized, being  the  third  church  from  that  Union  Sunday-school. 

D.  P.  Ward,  Sioux  Falls,  Dakota,  writes : 

We  have  had  an  immense  immigration  this  year,  and  many 
schools  have  to  be  organized  in  private  houses.  In  one  locality 
where  I  organized  a  Sunday-school  they  now  have  a  church  or- 
ganization, and  we  think  it  one  of  the  most  interesting  towns  in 
the  county. 

There  has  been  a  decided  improvement  in  public  sentiment  as 
r^ards  Union  schools.  Many  ministers  and  laymen  that  have 
been  decidedly  opposed  to  Union  schools  are  now  assisting  them, 
and  using  their  influence  in  favor  of  them. 

I  have  pushed  my  work  much  further  than  before,  and  have 
held  Sunday-school  meetings  where  but  two  or  three  years  ago 
the  Indian  and  the  buffalo  held  complete  sway.  In  one  town  I 
visited  there  were  four  ministers  preaching,  each  of  different  de- 
nominations, and  no  Sunday-school.  I  got  them  together  and  we 
organized  a  Union  Sunday-school.  This  school  was  a  great  bless- 
ing to  them.  About  three  churches  have  been  organized  that 
were  the  outgrowth  of  the  efforts  of  your  missionary  within  the 
past  year. 

Some  two  or  three  churches  have  been  organized  this  last  year 
where  I  organized  Sunday-schools  two  years  ago. 

A.  T,  Lyman  writes : 

I  entered  the  work  in  Dakota  the  first  part  of  October,  when 
the  terrible  snow  storm  known  as  the  October  ^^  blizzard  "  came  on. 
At  Rosedale,  Hanson  county,  I  organized  a  school,  which,  al- 
though the  ice  has  formed  thirty-nine  inches  thick  in  the  James 
river,  close  by,  has  stood  the  rigors  of  this  terrible  winter,  and  is 
doing  well,  with  good  prospects  for  doing  excellent  work  in  the 
future. 

Jeremiah  Kimball  writes : 

I  commenced  work  last  May  in  the  east  central  part  of  Da- 
kota, which  was  rapidly  filling  in  with  emigrants  from  Wiscon- 
sin and  Minnesota.  Arriving  on  my  field  I  at  once  pushed  on 
to  the  front,  and  travelling  on  the  construction  trains  to  where 
the  track-layers  were  at  work,  found  here  a  new  town  started — 
a  ^'  county  seat."  Occasional  meetings  had  been  held  by  differ- 
ent denominations,  but  no  efforts  had  been  made  here  to  enlist 
the  people  in  Christian  work.  We  organized  a  Sunday-school  in 
a  hardware  store,  where,  each  Sunday,  Christians  united  in 
*^ holding  the  fort"  in  their  new  prairie  town. 
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During  the  summer  and  autumn  manj  settlements  were  visited 
and  Sunday-schools  organized.  One  school  has  been  followed 
by  the  organization  of  a  church ;  preaching  has  followed  the  or* 
ganization  of  five  schools,  while  in  many  settlements  the  Sunday- 
school  has  been  the  only  religious  gathering. 

In  September  a  convention  was  held,  at  which  the  valuable  ser- 
vices of  Mr.  Henry  Plant  helped  greatly  to  strengthen  the  Sunday- 
school  cause,  and  also  the  hearts  of  the  workers  who  were  present. 

I  have  been  very  much  interested  to  see  the  broad  field  of 
work  opening  before  me  as  the  settlers  come  in,  and  though  not 
without  some  experience  in  Sunday-school  work,  I  had  never 
before  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  work  as  carried  on  by 
the  American  Sunday-School  Union.  It  has  therefore  been  a 
great  pleasure  to  me  to  find  it  so  perfectly  adapted  to  meet  the 
varied  wants  of  my  field — wants  which,  it  seems  to  me,  could  be 
met  in  no  other  manner  as  well,  nor  from  any  other  soaroe. 
Thus,  in  visiting  a  new  settlement,  wo  find  the  people  nearly  all 
strangers  to  each  other ;  they  are  absorbed  in  the  important  work 
of  building  bouses  for  their  families,  putting  the  seed  into  the 
ground,  and  breaking  the  sod  for  the  next  year's  crop ;  and  most 
of  them  must  work  for  others  to  obtain  enough  money  to  buy 
bread  for  their  families.  They  are  too  busy  to  go  two  or  three 
miles  to  get  acquainted  with  their  neighbors,  and  when  Sunday 
comes  the  teams,  as  well  as  the  men  and  women,  need  rest ;  and 
some  are  soon  led  to  make  a  work-day  of  Sunday  also,  and  their 
children  see  but  little  difierencc  between  Sunday  and  other  days. 
Here  the  missionary  comes  in :  and  having  visited  all  the  fami- 
lies in  the  settlement,  finds  a  few  Christian  people,  who,  perhaps, 
do  not  know  they  are  brethren ;  but  they  are  all  interested  to 
come  together,  glad  to  become  acquainted.  All  have  been  in- 
vited to  help  start  a  Sunday-school,  and  the  missionary  has  been 
able  to  decide  who  will  be  a  suitable  person  for  the  superintend- 
ent. The  school  is  fully  organized ;  all  have  a  voice  in  it ;  "  all 
pull,  and  pull  together."  The  Sabbath  is  now  better  observed ; 
the  Sunday-school  is  a  constant  reminder  of  it.  Now  and  then 
a  settlement  has  been  found  where  a  school  was  already  started, 
but  no  one  has  visited  all  the  families,  and  the  school  has  not 
been  well  organized  and  it  may  be  in  a  languishing  condition. 
A  visit  from  the  missionary,  calling  upon  members  of  the  school 
and  others,  perhaps  making  suggestions  to  the  officers  and  mag- 
nifying their  work,  has  often  imparted  fresh  courage  to  them  and 
been  the  means  of  infusing  new  life  into  the  school.  After  such 
a  visit  of  only  a  few  hours  in  a  place  where  a  school  of  six  scholars 
had  been  started,  the  superintendent  writes,  ^*  The  next  Sunday 
after  you  were  here  we  had  nineteen.*' 
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Most  of  the  work  has  been  near  the  Dakota  central  line  of  the 
Chicago  and  Northwestern  Railway,  which  is  stretching  itself 
across  the  territory  to  the  Black  Hills.  On  their  line,  for  a  dis- 
tance of  250  miles,  there  has  been  as  yet  but  one  church  erected. 
Branch  roads  are  being  constructed  up  the  James  and  Big  Sioux 
rivers,  and  in  another  season  a  large  immigration  is  expected  to 
settle  on  the  rich  soil  in  these  valleys. 

S.  M.  Love,  Wisconsin,  writes : 

My  work  during  the  year,  in  point  of  interest  and  results,  is 
mach  in  advance  of  that  of  any  of  my  previous  years.  I  find 
great  improvement  in  Bible  study,  far  in  advance  of  any  previous 
year.  Our  teachers  are  better  qualified  to  teach,  our  scholars 
more  enthusiastic,  and  the  parents  generally  in  closer  sympathy 
with  our  work.  Our  plan  of  having  two,  three,  or  more  schools 
meet  together  for  general  drill,  and  for  presenting  our  newest 
and  best  methods  of  teaching,  is  producing  its  best  efiects,  not 
only  upon  the  teachers,  but  in  giving  greater  prominence  to  Sun- 
day-school work  in  all  those  communities  where  it  has  been  intro- 
dnced. 

Having  during  the  year  conducted  thirteen  countv  and  dis- 
trict Sunday-school  conventions,  I  am  happy  to  say  that  in  this 
branch  of  the  work  I  am  greatly  encouraged. 

I  am  encouraged,  also,  in  view  of  God's  great  goodness  in 
crowning  our  labors  with  his  blessing.  In  those  communities 
where  the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  through  its  mission- 
ary, has  been  and  still  is  the  first  and  only  agency  in  the  hand 
of  God  to  plant  the  Bible  and  raise  the  standard  of  the  cross,  the 
results  are  more  direct  and  apparent.  In  neighborhoods  remote, 
and  where  they  have  not  the  gospel,  nor  any  religious  or  Chris- 
tian organization,  it  unavoidably  follows  that  the  children  and 
youth  grow  up  in  almost  heathen  darkness ;  and  that  there  are 
such  communities  in  every  county  and  in  every  town  all  over  this 
wide  field  is  too  evident,  the  fruits  of  which  are  seen  on  every 
hand  in  the  vices  and  immoralities  of  the  rising  generation.  No 
aeency  ever  has,  and  perhaps  never  can,  meet  the  pressing  wants 
01  this  great  field  and  its  growing  population  so  directly^  it  being 
so  practical  in  its  methods  and  so  wonderful  in  its  adaptation  to 
the  condition  and  circumstances  of  the  people.  In  the  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty-nine  families  visited  during  the  year,  I  find  that 
they  are  united  in  their  high  appreciation  of  what  has  already 
been  accomplished  among  them  as  communities,  as  families,  and  as 
individuals.  The  heartfelt  and  earnest  prayer  in  the  family  and 
in  the  prayer-meeting,  that  ^^  God  would  bless  the  American  Sun- 
day-School Union  and  all  connected  with  it,*'  often  brings  to  us 
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the  tear  of  gratitude.  Man  j  superintendents  and  teachers  deem 
it  their  privilege  to  give  their  verdict  as  to  the  character  and 
fruits  of  these  labors.  Of  such  only  a  few  can  be  presented  here, 
and  in  part. 

TSSTIMONT  TO   S.   M.   LOVE'S  WORK. 

^^  I  have  been  privileged  to  work  in  several  Sundaj-«chool  con- 
ventions conducted  by  the  missionary  of  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union,  and  I  can  truly  say  that  they  are  doin^  a  good 
work  for  us  in  encouraging  the  people  to  take  hold  of  the  work ; 
and  we  have  more  schools  running  through  the  year,  deeper  in- 
terest, better  work,  and  an  increased  earnestness  of  purpose 
among  the  people  to  sustain  the  cause  of  Sunday-schools. ' 

^'  When  the  Sunday-school  missionary  came  to  this  neighbor- 
hood it  was  a  spiritual  desert — no  relisious  influence  of  any  kind, 
no  Sunday-school,  no  preaching.  The  Sabbath  was  spent  in 
visiting,  or  hunting,  or  seeking  pleasure  of  some  other  kind ;  the 
taking  of  God's  holy  name  in  vain  was  common,  even  amon^  the 
children ;  there  were  families  that  did  not  have  a  Bible  or  Testar- 
ment.  Now  there  is  scarcely  any  profanity,  at  least  among  the 
children;  there  is  a  class  formed  here  of  nine  members,  and 
there  are  several  others  who  have  made  a  profession  of  reli- 
gion that  have  not  united  with  any  church.  Some  are  among 
this  number  that  did  not  have  a  Bible.  We  have  preaching  once 
in  two  weeks,  prayer-meeting  twice  a  week,  and  there  is  not  a 
child  in  this  neighborhood,  that  is  old  enough,  that  does  not 
attend  Sunday-school." 

The  writer  of  the  above  ascribes  his  own  conversion,  as  well 
as  that  of  his  companion,  to  the  agency  of  the  missionary. 

^*When  the  Sunday-school  missionary  first  came  here,  this 

S>lace  was  like  Sodom — but  one  praying  man,  and  he  old  and 
eeble ;  and  the  Sabbath  was  taken  for  visiting,  berrying,  fishing, 
and  hunting.  Now,  through  the  American  Sunday-School  Union, 
many  families  have  embraced  religion ;  the  Sabbath  day  is  no 
longer  desecrated ;  all  study  their  Bibles.  We  now  have  preach- 
ing every  two  weeks,  and  prayer-meetings." 

W.  H.  Beach,  Illinois,  writes : 

My  missionary  work  for  the  last  year  has  been  restricted  to 
four  counties  principally.  I  have  done  work  in  seven.  My  aim 
has  been  to  be  thorough,  so  as  to  cover  all  the  possibilities  in 
those  counties.  If  a  thorough  canvass  were  made  of  each  of  the 
one  hundred  and  four  counties  of  the  State  of  Illinois  it  would 
appear  that  an  average  of  at  least  fifteen,  if  not  twenty,  flourish- 
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ing  Sanday-schoolfl  for  each  county  could  be  organized  where 
now  there  is  almost  entire  destitution,  simply  because  of  a  seem- 
ing, not  a  real,  indifference  on  the  subject  among  the  people  and 
a  want  of  knowledge  how  to  get  to  work.  There  is  a  real  and 
earnest  desire  even  amongst  the  worst  sort  of  infidels,  amongst 
Universalists,  amongst  the  most  ricious  and  degraded  of  our 
people,  that  their  children  should  be  taught  better  than  they 
know ;  that  they  should  go  into  the  Sunday-school  and  be  taught 
the  Bible,  however  much  they  themselves  may  affect  to  disbelieve 
it  and  to  despise  it.  There  are  in  the  State  of  Illinois  to-day 
more  than  600,000  children  within  the  school  age  who  ought  to 
be  in  Christian  Sunday-schools,  and  they  are  not.  There  ought 
to  be  fifty  earnest,  competent,  and  faithful  men  at  work  over  this 

treat  State  with  three  millions  of  people.  The  American  Sunday- 
chool  Union  hardly  has  the  means  to  sustain  one.  It  would 
not  be  extravagant  to  say  that  of  this  8,000,000  of  people, 
2,000,000  at  least,  parent  and  child,  ought  to  be  in  the  Bible- 
school  for  the  study  of  God's  word.  Much  of  this  result  misht 
be  secured,  under  a  proper  organization,  by  the  several  churches 
(and  they  are  doing  a  grand  and  glorious  work) ;  but  when  they 
have  done  all  that  they  can  do  and  dare  to  undertake  there  will 
be  a  fearful  destitution,  especially  in  our  rural  districts  and 
amongst  the  scattered  populations,  which  can  never  be  relieved 
unless  some  gigantic  and  powerful  agency  like  the  American 
Sunday-School  Union,  with  more  resources  and  grander  capac- 
ities for  work  and  for  influence,  shall  be  summoned  to  take  the 
field. 

What  can  one  man  do  in  a  movement  so  herculean  ?  Some 
of  my  schools  have  had  the  courage  to  solve  the  problem  that  a 
Sunday-school,  in  the  country,  can  be  kept  alive  all  winter. 
The  superintendent  of  one  of  them  writes,  ^'  I  write  to  tell  you 
of  the  success  of  our  school.  I  was  quite  reluctant  to  take  hold 
of  it,  for  I  did  not  think  it  would  long  continue.  We  have  been 
grandly  mistaken ;  the  school  has  been  held  every  Sunday  and 
the  numbers  have  greatly  increased.  We  continue  the  Quarterly 
of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  and  are  much  pleased 
with  it.     We  have  recently  established  a  prayer-meeting.'* 

The  superintendent  of  another  school  says,  ^'Our  school  is 
prospering  finely.  The  people  of  the  whole  neighborhood  have 
become  interested  in  it  and  are  sustaining  it  by  every  possible 
means.  We  have  a  Bible-class,  a  prayer-meeting,  well  sustained, 
and  there  have  been  a  number  of  conversions  to  Christ.  We  ex* 
pect  to  hold  on  quite  through  the  winter.  Our  numbers  are 
growing  rapidly." 

Many  of  these  schools  suspended  their  sessions  when  the  cold 
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weather  came.  Bat  it  is  pleasant  to  know  that  their  superin- 
tendents expect  to  call  them  together  as  early  as  the  first  Sun- 
day in  April.  The  day  is  now  not  far  distant  when  Sunday- 
schools  will  be  like  day-schools.  They  will  be  embedded  and 
ingrained  into  popular  sympathy  and  support,  and  will  be  kept 
as  much  in  the  winter  as  in  the  summer. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  calling  attention  to  the  fact 
that  over  this  laree  field,  on  which  for  the  last  two  years  my 
labors  have  extended,  there  has  been  no  other  Sunday-school 
missionary  agency  of  any  kind  at  work.  Township  and  county 
conventions  have  been  held  and  attended  by  the  people  in  con- 
siderable numbers,  but  no  organization  of  schools  in  destitute 
localities  has  been  made.  All  but  two  of  my  schools  have  been 
Union  schools,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  auxiliary  also  to  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union.  I  have  endeavored  to  preach 
a  plain,  personal,  and  pungent  gospel  to  20,000  people  during 
the  year.     To  preach  Christ  is  a  blessed  privilege  and  a  joy. 

I.  P.  Gage,  Nebraska,  writes : 

Throughout  my  field  our  work  has  been  more  clearly  under- 
stood and  deeply  appreciated  than  during  any  previous  year. 
At  the  same  time  the  demand  for  service  in  the  frontier  commu- 
nities and  waste  places  has  been  far  in  excess  of  my  ability  to 
supply.  The  surprising  growth  of  this  part  of  the  great  North- 
west appalls  one  when  he  remembers  all  that  it  involves  concern- 
ing its  religious  character.  As  in  previous  years,  almost  all  the 
new  work  has  been  performed  in  communities  quite  destitute  of 
any  religious  privileges,  and,  so  far,  these  new  schools  remain 
the  only  public  religious  service.     But  they  are  growing,  and 

K*  ing  promise  of  pavinc  the  way  for  added  means  of  grace, 
e  earlier  formed  schools  have  more  than  repaid  all  the  atten- 
tion bestowed  upon  them.  Very  many  of  these  are  self-sustain- 
ing, and  while  to  a  good  extent  they  remain  the  only  religious 
mooting,  they  have  already  made  their  impress  upon  their  com- 
munities, and  their  power  for  yet  greater  good  cannot  be  meas- 
ured. More  than  any  other  one  pnase  of  the  work  I  value  the 
inntruction  and  training  of  officers  and  teachers  in  our  conven- 
tionii  and  institutes.  For  giving  tone  and  power  to  the  work 
btfgiHi,  rio  other  form  of  labor  can  be  substituted  for  this. 

The  review  of  the  eight  completed  years  is  full  of  occasions  for 
(lovout  gratitude.  One  hunared  and  eighty-two  new  schools 
forinod,  with  a  membership  which  approaches  ten  thousand;  a 
ahur()h  organization  in  nearly  one-third  of  these  places — at  some 
iolnlN  more  than  one ;  several  houses  of  worship  erected ;  preach- 
UH  »i(irvicefi  maintained  in  localities  where  the  church  organiza- 
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tion  has  not  yet  been  effected ;  the  prayer-meeting  enjoyed  where 
the  regular  ministry  has  not  foand  its  way ;  two  thousand  Bibles 
distributed ;  nearly  fifteen  hundred  addresses  given ;  over  four 
thousand  family  visits;  by  voice  and  pen  ''the  old,  old  story" 
told  to  at  least  a  hundred  thousand  souls. 

somb  lettbrs  from  his  field. 

Destitution  of  Religious  Privileges  in  Northern  Ne- 
braska.— The  American  Sunday-School  Union,  through  its 
missionaries,  has  accomplished  much  towards  increasing  the 
privileges  (limited  as  they  are)  which  we  do  enjoy.  It  has 
touchea  hearts,  reached  localities,  and  extended  brotherly  love 
often  where  denominational  effort  surely  would  have  failed. 
This  institution,  whose  shield  and  armor  is  the  word  of  the 
living  God,  can  best  meet  the  necessity  of  newly-settled  coun- 
ties, peopled  generally  by  representatives  of  every  denomination. 
Men  will  unite  upon  the  plain  truths  of  the  Bible.  Hundreds 
attend  Union  Sunday-schools  that,  otherwise,  would  not  at  all. 
Every  minister  of  the  gospel  is  received  by  such  schools  with 
welcome  and  respect,  thus  securing  frequently  other  religious 
service. 

A  county  superintendent  of  public  instruction  writes,  *^  The 
need  of  Union  Sunday-school  work  in  Nebraska  is  at  once  appa- 
rent when  we  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  in  many 
counties  there  are  no  churches ;  no  regular  places  of  worship ;  no 
preaching,  except  occasionally,  or  in  some  cases  once  in  two  or 
four  weeks,  in  places  from  ten  to  twenty  miles  apart ;  few,  if 
any,  Sunday-schools ;  little  or  no  study  of  the  Bible ;  and,  too 
often,  Sunday  utterly  disregarded.  In  some  school  districts 
there  is  not  a  single  person  who  now  makes  (if  he  ever  did)  any 
profession  of  religion.  In  other  districts  there  are  a  few  of  differ- 
ent denominations,  but  not  enough  of  either  to  organize  a  denom- 
inational church  or  Sunday-school." 

A  prominent  citizen  says,  ^^If  you  did  but  know  the  destitu- 
tion of  our  county  and  those  surrounding  us  in  Sunday-school 
work,  I  feel  sure  that  you  would  make  an  effort  to  be  with  us 
permanently.  Here  we  have  a  large  county  getting  quite  thickly 
settled,  with  only  two  Sabbath-schools,  and  I  think  ours  at  this 

Joint  is  the  only  one  that  is  sept  organized  throughout  the  year, 
n  a  new  county  like  ours  are  people  of  all  denominations,  and 
many  object  to  attending  a  denominational  school,  whereas  there 
are  few,  if  any,  that  would  object  to  attending  a  Union  school." 

A  Presbyterian  pastor  bears  this  testimony :  '^  It  will  be  eight 
years  next  spring  since  you  commenced  your  work  in  Burt 
county.     During  all  this  time  I  have  been  preaching  where  you 
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organized  schools,  and  can  cbeerfiilly  bear  testimony  to  thegood 
work  that  you  have  done.  The  American  Sanday-School  Union 
supplies  an  absolute  need  in  this  new  and  sparsely-settled  re^on. 
There  are  seldom  enough  of  one  denomination  to  organic  a  Sab- 
bath-school, but  a  union  of  all  denominations  secures  the  co- 
operation of  all  God*s  people  and  commands  the  respect  of  the 
world,  and  prepares  the  way  for  true  evangelistic  work.  Truly 
we  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  eastern  friends  who  have  contrib- 
uted so  liberally  to  the  support  of  Sabbath-schools  in  Nebraska. 
From  the  children  you  gathered  into  the  schools  eight  years  ago 
are  coming  into  the  churches  strong  men  and  women  who  are 
in  future  to  battle  for  the  right.  I  have  received  into  our  branch 
over  one  hundred  within  four  years." 

Another  Presbyterian  pastor  writes,  "  I  am  glad  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  expressing  my  high  appreciation  of  the  inestima- 
ble services  rendered  by  the  work  of  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union  in  our  county.  Nearly  every  school  in  the  county  is  con- 
ducted upon  the  Union  plan." 

L.  E.  Benton,  Crete,  writes : 

I  have  received  letters  from  some  of  the  schools  that  I  have 
visited,  speaking  of  the  good  that  has  been  accomplished.  One 
secretary  says,  ^'  Had  you  not  come  among  us  we  probably  would 
not  have  had  a  Sunday-school,  and  the  school  has  been  of  great 
good  to  some  of  us."  Another  writes,  ^^  We  feel  that  yon  pre- 
vented some  sectarian  strife  that  was  brewing  when  you  eame 
here,  so  that  things  are  going  on  smoothly."  One  superintendent 
writes,  ^'  Our  little  school  has  done  finely  so  far.  We  had  six- 
teen in  attendance  when  the  thermometer  indicated  86^  below 
zero.  There  have  been  no  conversions,  but  I  think  there  is 
being  a  good  work  done  here.  I  think  I  can  see  the  walls  of 
prejudice  crumbling." 

News  comes  to  me  of  revivab  in  different  places ;  one  school 
reports  three  conversions.  A  large  revival  has  been  going  on 
at  Western,  Saline  county ;  some  forty  or  more  have  been  con- 
verted. The  movement  commenced  in  the  Sunday-school  and 
a  prayer-meeting  connected  with  it.  I  have  not  heard  from  all 
the  schools.     There  are  several  where  I  know  meetings  have  been 

foing  on,  but  with  what  results  I  cannot  tell.  I  have  attended 
ve  ounday-school  associations  and  three  Sunday-school  picnic 
gatherings,  and  four  special  meetings  through  the  county,  with 
reference  to  awakening  the  people  to  greater  interest  in  the 
Sunday-school  work. 

Missionary  Densmore,  Michigan^  writes : 

So  far  as  figures  will  tell  of  my  last  year's  work,  they  are  as 
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follows :  new  schooU,  20 ;  teachers,  84 ;  scholars,  503,  besides 
visiting  and  otherwise  aiding  many  more  than  this.  I  have  sold 
$315  66  worth  of  books  and  $46  of  papers ;  have  given  to  needy 
schools  $255  87,  distributed  54  Bibles  and  101  Testaments,  visited 
228  families,  given  92  addresses,  and  have  travelled  7355  miles* 

These  figures  would  have  been  largely  increased,  especially 
new  schools,  had  it  not  been  for  the  unusual  number  of  stormy 
Sundays.  I  have  lived  in  Michigan  fifty-one  years,  and  never 
knew  such  a  year  for  rain  and  snow.  We  have  had  five  months 
of  sleighing. 

A  summary  of  my  fifteen  years  work  will  show  that  I  have 
organized  263  new  schools,  with  1185  teachers  and  6843  scholars. 
Visited  and  otherwise  aided  419  schools,  with  7132  teachers  and 
<53^853  scholars.  Have  made  1522  addresses,  visited  2308  fam- 
ilies, distributed  199  Bibles  and  522  Testaments,  sold  $2578  30 
of  books  and  $755  79  of  papers ;  have  eiven  to  needy  schools 
^2565.  I  have  travelled  111,073  miles ;  have  lost  three  months 
with  sickness  (myself)  and  two  months  with  sickness  and  death  of 
my  son;  have  spent  four  winters  East  in  the  inter^t  of  the 
Society,  forming  many  new  and  very  pleasant  acquaintances, 
which  has  given  me  great  encouragement  in  my  work. 

The  most  pleasant  experiences  I  have  had,  and  I  think  the  most 
profitable,  have  been  with  the  families  in  their  Aomes. 

Last  fall  I  called  upon  a  poor  family  who  lived  off  the  road, 
back  in  the  woods.  (They  were  Catholics  when  I  first  called  on 
them,  five  years  ago,  now  the  man  is  superintendent  of  a  Union 
Sunday-school.)  The  children  saw  me  coming,  and  ran  to  meet 
xne — ^four  of  them.  The  man  was  lame  from  a  wound  in  the 
army,  and  the  woman  was  sick.  I  can't  say  whether  they  were 
blessed  bv  my  coming,  but  /  certainly  was.  When  I  left  the 
children  followed  me  to  the  gate,  where  I  gave  them  some  nice 

[)icture  papers  and  cards,  for  which  they  thanked  me,  and  one 
ittle  girl  said  ^^  Let's  kiss  him,"  which  of  course  was  reciprocated. 
I  said,  '^  Now,  you  must  be  good  children  till  I  come  again." 
"  We  will,"  they  said.  "  But,"  said  a  little  boy,  "  when  will  you 
come  again  ?"  *•*•  Oh,"  I  said,  '*  it  may  be  a  month,  and  it  may  be 
a  year  or  five  years ;  I  can't  tell."  Just  four  weeks  after  that  I 
called  a^ain.  No  little  ones  came  to  meet  me,  though  the  mother 
hastened  to  make  known  her  grief.  The  diphtheria  had  taken 
all  their  children  away.  I  asked  the  afflicted  parents  if  thev 
could  still  trust  in  God.  ''  Oh  yes,"  they  said, ''  like  Job,  though 
he  slay  us  yet  will  we  trust  him."  I  know  my  call  was  appre- 
ciated then,  and  I  expect  those  children  will  be  waiting  at  another 
gate  for  my  coming. 
A  few  years  ago  I  was  sent  for  to  visit  a  poor  family  of  eight 
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children.  They,  too,  lived  back  in  the  woods.  The  mother  had 
recently  died,  the  only  Christian  member  of  the  family.  I  com- 
forted them  as  best  I  could,  and  before  leaving  I  said,  ^^  Now  let 
as  go  to  the  Strong  for  strength,"  and  kneeling  down  they  all 

{athered  around  me  instead  of  each  kneeling  by  their  own  chair, 
t  was  easy  to  call  upon  the  Lord,  for  he  was  not  afar  off. 
Rising  to  our  feet,  one  little  girl  said,  ^^  Why,  seems  as  if  ma 
was  here."  But  it  was  the  Lord  who  anticipated  me.  As  I  left 
the  house  the  children  all  followed  me  to  the  gate,  and  the  father 
said,  ^'  You  must  come  and  see  us  as  often  as  you  can,  and  con- 
tinue to  pray  for  us,  for  we  have  no  one  to  pray  with  now."  Can 
the  value  of  these  calls  be  computed  with  figures  f  These  are 
only  two  of  the  2308  calls  I  have  made ;  and  if  I  have  not  re- 
ceived a  blessing  from  each  one  it  has  been  my  own  fault. 

Rev.  Thomas  Wright,  of  Michigan,  relates  his  experience  in 
exploring  several  counties,  and  pays  fitting  tribute  to  three  mis- 
sionaries of  the  Society,  who  have  lately  passed  to  their  heavenly 
reward.     He  first  notes 

AN  EXPLORING   TRIP. — OGEMAW  COUNTY. 

The  first  place  we  stopped  at  was  Ogemaw  Springs.  The 
people  here  had  tried  to  have  a  Sunday-school,  but  it  needed  en- 
couragement and  harmonizing.  The  Sunday-school  was  reorgan- 
ized, with  a  constitution  placing  it  in  care  of  the  American 
Sunday-School  Union.  The  next  morning  we  started  for  a  set- 
tlement ten  miles  away,  which  we  supposed  was  the  nearest  one 
to  be  found,  but  after  going  half  the  distance  without  seeing  a 
house,  we  discovered  six  men  chopping  together  near  the  road. 
On  inquiring  if  they  would  like  to  nave  a  Sunday-school  put  into 
the  neighborhood,  "Don't  hardly  know,"  said  one;  "we  area 

fretty  hard  set  here ;  should  like  it  for  my  part,  and  will  do  all 
can  for  it ;  we  are  building  a  school-house,  and  as  it  is  most 
done,  we  could  have  a  meeting  in  it."  All  agreed  to  circulate 
the  notice  for  a  meeting  to  be  neld  the  next  night.  We  then  went 
on  to  the  settlement  of  which  we  had  first  heard.  Returning 
the  next  day  to  meet  the  engagement  at  the  new  school-house, 
we  had  a  memorable  meeting.  All  were  united  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Sunday-school.  One  of  the  settlers,  who  had  been  a 
school-teacher,  was  selected  as  superintendent.  A  man  in  Sagi- 
naw gave  three  dollars  towards  procuring  a  library,  and  the 
people  themselves  raised  the  balance. 

CHARLEVOIX   COUNTY. 

Over  the  hills  to  the  N district.     Though  our  meeting  the 
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next  day  was  prevented  by  a  wedding  in  the  settlement,  we  ap- 
pointed another,  and  started  a  Sunday-school. 

Went  on  to  the  next  district,  made  up  mostly  of  young  families, 
whose  parents  were  much  given  to  social  amusement.  The  first 
call  we  made  was  upon  a  good  lady  of  riper  years  and  more  sober 
views,  and  we  asked  her  what  she  thought  about  organizing  a 
Sunday-school  in  that  district.  She  shook  her  head,  and  said, 
'^  It's  of  but  little  use  to  try ;  if  you  had  come  along  with  a  fiddle 
under  your  arm  you  might  do  something."  But  we  went  on 
through  the  neighborhood,  and  invited  them  to  meet  me  at  the 
school-house  in  the  evening.  They  did  so,  and  the  Sunday-school 
was  planted  in  their  midst,  with  an  excellent  Christian  young  man 
for  superintendent. 

IN   MEMORIAM. 

This  year  has  been  remarkable  for  the  death  of  three  of  my 
former  associates  in  connection  with  the  Society's  operations  in 
this  State.  The  first,  that  of  Rev.  L.  M.  Hunt,  who  received 
his  own  early  religious  education  in  a  mission  Sunday-school,  and 
who  in  return  paid  back  many-fold  to  the  cause  the  benefits  he 
had  there  received,  in  his  wise,  zealous,  and  successful  labors  to 
plant  the  Sunday-school  among  the  waste  places  of  the  Saginaw 
valley.  Next,  Mr.  E.  S.  Ingersoll,  who  was  for  a  still  longer 
period  in  the  service  of  the  Society,  and  who  will  be  long  remem- 
bered for  his  fervent  counsels  and  exhortations  among  the  people 
and  children  of  his  extensive  field,. entered  into  his  rest.  Then 
followed  the  Rev.  James  Ballard,  formerly  Sunday-school  mis- 
sionary in  Kent  and  adjacent  counties.  He  was  a  man  of  large 
and  sanctified  enthusiasm  in  whatever  he  undertook,  whether  as 
teacher,  pastor,  or  missionary. 

C.  C.  Bicknell,  Cedar  Springs,  writes : 

In  the  formation  of  Christian  society  in  our  new  settlements 
the  Union  Sunday-school  is  almost  always  first,  next  the  preacher, 
then  the  church.  And  so  it  has  been  well  said  that  the  Sunday- 
school  missionary  is  a  John  the  Baptist,  with  the  inscription  on 
bis  banner,  "Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  Lord.*'  The  great 
forerunner  "  came  neither  eating  nor  drinking,"  and  the  Sunday- 
school  missionary  must  know  Lttle  of  home  comfort.  He  can 
tell  of  wearied  limbs  and  blistered  feet,  of  sleeping  in  barns,  or 
with  no  shelter.  Yet  many  endure  greater  privations  for  mere 
worldly  gain ;  and  those  whose  precious  privilege  it  is  to  bring 
joy  and  gladness  should  be  the  last  to  complain. 

In  the  forty  months  I  have  been  connected  with  the  American 
Sunday-School  Union  God  has  helped  me  to  organize  111  new 
schools,  containing  5700  scholars.     From  all  of  these  schools  I 
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have  not  late  returns,  but  I  think  at  least  twenty  of  these  have 
grown  into  charches.  Most  of  the  schools  organized  the  last 
year,  where  a  religious  meeting  had  never  been  held  before,  have 
now  regular  preaching  service. 

I  believe  I  have  never  planted  a  Sunday-school  where  in  some 
way  the  light  is  not  still  burning.  Its  locality  may  be  changed, 
or  for  a  time  it  may  be  dimmed,  but  with  increasing  brightness 
it  will  yet  shine  on,  until  lost  in  the  light  of  the  millennial 
morning. 

Mr.  Ensign  adds : 

We  have  reason  to  be  grateful  for  the  divine  favor  that  has  been 
manifest  towards  this  work.  Many  strong  and  generous  friends 
have  been  raised  up  to  strengthen  the  Society  in  this  district,  both 
by  their  influence  and  means,  and  several  of  our  business  men 
have  assumed  each  the  support  of  a  missionary,  from  whom  they 
have  monthly  and  quarterly  reports,  and  universally  this  invest- 
ment has  proven  satisfactory  to  the  donors.  Would  that  many 
others  would  follow  in  this  channel.  By  a  small  outlay  this  whde 
West  can  be  provided  with  Sunday-schools.  One  hundred  pros- 
porous  business  men,  if  each  would  send  a  representative  to  this 
work  for  the  children,  could  plant  1000  Sunday-schools  annually, 
if  not  1500 ;  and  who  will  say  that  the  saving  of  the  boys  and 
girls  in  this  great  West  is  not  of  first  importance  f  Our  report 
shows  that  over  half  of  them  do  not  ri,ow  attend  Sundav-school. 
Our  experience  shows  that  they  will  gladly  come  when  invited 
and  the  opportunity  is  given  them. 

The  kindness  shown  to  this  cause  by  the  press,  and  by  the 
great  railroads  and  transportation  companies,  has  been  unsur- 
passed by  that  of  any  previous  years,  for  all  of  which  we  are 
sincerely  grateful. 

One  who  has  been  long  identified  with  the  Union  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Valley  has  been  **  gathered  to  his  fathers*'  during  the 
yoar.  Few  such  lives  have  been  lived  in  this  generation.  He 
l/ived  his  work  for  Christ's  sake,  and  gave  himself  to  it  with 
singular  devotion,  and  the  memory  of  that  consecrated  life  should 
|)«i  cherished  by  all  members  of  this  Society.  Father  Corey 
has  fliiished  bis  work  and  entered  into  rest. 
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OHIO  AND  INDIANA. 
Rbv.  B.  W.  Ghidlaw,  Mimanan/. 

At  the  close  of  my  forty-and-fourth  year  of  missionary  service 
under  the  commission  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union, 
and  the  seventieth  year  of  my  age,  through  the  favor  of  Grod  I 
am  blessed  with  vigorous  health,  and  find  pleasure  in  my  chosen 
work.  As  usual,  my  labors  have  been  directed  to  the  promotion 
of  the  Sunday-school  cause,  in  its  extension  and  improvement, 
seeking  spiritual  results  in  the  salvation  of  precious  souls,  and 
their  Christian  culture.  My  time  has  been  largely  employed  in 
attending  county  and  township  Sunday-school  conventions,  visit- 
ing and  addressing  schools,  and  looking  after  the  interests  of  our 
neglected  and  ignorant  juvenile  population,  and  in  preaching  the 
gospel  as  opportunity  offered.  In  our  State  reformatories  for 
boys,  and  industrial  homes  for  girls,  with  over  a  thousand 
inmates,  my  Sunday-school  missionary  services  have  been  wel- 
comed and  appreciated.  The  Sunday-schools  in  these  institu- 
tions use  our  '^  Hand-book,"  a  very  helpful  manual,  highly 
esteemed  by  the  ofBcers  and  inmates.  I  have  also  labored  for 
Christ  within  the  walls  of  our  State  prison.  The  Sunday-school 
is  attended  by  five  hundred  of  the  prisoners,  most  of  them  deeply 
interested  in  the  study  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  The  Bible-school 
and  the  voluntary  labors  of  the  teachers  is  recognized  and  ac- 
knowledged by  the  prison  authorities  as  an  agency  of  real  power 
in  promoting  good  order  and  discipline,  as  well  as  in  the  reforma- 
tion and  improvement  of  the  prisoners. 

In  travelling  over  my  broad  field,  I  find  frequent  and  hopeful 
opportunities  for  Sunday-school  missionary  labors  in  our  county 
infirmaries  and  children's  homes.  The  condition  of  child-life  in 
our  poor-houses  is  often  very  deplorable,  in  regard  to  their  social, 
intellectual,  and  religious  training,  and  the  Sunday-school  is 
always,  when  established  and  faithfully  sustained,  a  welcome 
helper  in  teaching  those  little  ones  the  knowledge  of  God  and 
salvation. 

In  the  work  of  exploring  destitute  localities,  organizing  new 
Sunday-schools,  and  reviving  old  ones,  introducing  the  divine 
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text  book,  and  our  juvenile  Christian  literature,  I  was  aided  by 
two  faithful  and  eflScient  missionaries,  Rev.  C.  N.  Pond,  of  Berea, 
Ohio,  and  Rev.  Jos.  H.  Sedgwick,  of  Seymour,  Indiana. 

THE  RAIEES  CENTENNIAL  IN  LONDON. 

Honored  by  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union  with  the  appointment  as  a  delegate  to  represent 
the  Society  at  the  memorial  services  held  last  June,  I  attended 
and  participated  in  that  great  celebration.  I  also  represented,  by 
request  of  its  oflScers,  the  "  First-day,  or  Sunday-School  Society," 
organized  in  Philadelphia  in  1790,  the  oldest  existing  association 
formed  for  the  advancement  of  Sunday-schools.  It  preceded 
the  Philadelphia  Adult  and  Sunday-School  Society,  oat  of  which 
grew  the  American  Sunday-School  Union. 

Responding  to  the  cordial  invitation  of  the  London  Sunday- 
School  Union,  the  centenary  celebration  secured  the  attendance 
of  over  five  hundred  foreign  delegates,  representing  fourteen 
Christian  nationalities,  friends  of  the  Sunday-school  work  from  all 
parts  of  the  world,  who,  with  one  accord  and  in  one  place,  came 
to  thank  God  for  one  hundred  years  of  Sunday  school  history,  and 
to  gather  new  power,  that  greater  results  may  be  achieved  in  the 
century  now  entered.  These  memorial  services  were  inaugurated 
in  Guild  Hall,  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  presiding,  and  ad- 
dressed by  Christian  men  of  high  position  and  eminent  services 
in  the  Church  and  in  the  State.  Noblemen,  peers  of  the  realm, 
with  a  truly  Christian  spirit  and  glowing  eloquence,  advocated 
the  claims  of  the  Sunday-school  cause,  and  emphatically  endorsed 
its  great  usefulness.  For  four  days,  in  the  Memorial  Hall, 
Sunday-school  topics,  practical  and  important,  were  presented  in 
able  papers,  followed  by  free  discussion.  Four  evenings  popular 
meetings  were  held  in  four  large  halls,  or  churches,  in  different 
parts  of  the  metropolis.  One  day  was  spent,  under  the  direction 
of  the  London  Committee,  in  the  Crystal  Palace.  The  singing 
of  Sunday-school  hymns  by  five  thousand  trained  voices  from  the 
Sunday-schools  of  London  was  a  notable  and  never-to-be-forgot- 
ten feature  of  that  happy  day  of  relaxation  and  social  enjoyment 
by  the  foreign  delegates  and  their  genial  and  generous  British 
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brethren  and  co-laborers.     The  sacramental  meeting,  held  on 
Friday  evening  in  the  Metropolitan  Tabernacle,  Rev.  Charles 
Spurgeon  presiding,  and  two  thousand  five  hundred  communi- 
cants from  all  Christian  lands,  and  representing  all  branches  of 
the  Christian  Church,  was  a  service  of  remarkable  interest  and 
great  spiritual  profit, — an  unprecedented  manifestation  of  true 
Christian  union  and  gospel  fellowship.     On  Saturday  morning,  in 
the  presence  of  an  immense  assembly,  on  the  Prince  Albert  Em- 
bankment, that  distinguished  nobleman  and  hamble  Christian, 
Ron.  Lord  Shaftesbury,  unveiled  the  beautiful  statue  of  Robert 
R^ikes,  erected  by  the  Sunday-school  scholars  of  England  in 
i^onor  of  the  man  of  Gloucester.     A  concert  in  the  Prince  Albert 
^Icmorial  Hall  in  the  afternoon  closed  these  delightful  and  im- 
pressive memorial  services,  and  the  delegates,  cheered  and  en- 
couraged, separated  to  meet  no  more. 

At  the  request  of  the  London  Committee  I  spent  a  week 

I^^rticipating    in    centenary  meetings    at    Stroud,    Gloucester, 

^^^d  Exeter,  where  large  and  enthusiastic  services  were  held, 

pecially  in  Gloucester,  where  Mr.  Raikes,  in  1780,  opened  his 

'fst  Sunday-school,  in  a  loft   in  Catharine's  Street,  which  I 

Ssited,  and  stood  on  the  oaken  floor  of  a  room  of  small  dimen- 

ions,  where  a  great  work  commenced,  with  a  score  of  street 

""■^Vrabs,  that  now  numbers  over  13,000,000  of  youth  and  adults 

^^^ught  of  the  Lord  in  the  Sunday-schools  of  Christendom. 

Having  finished  my  labors  in  England,  I  spent  two  months  in 
^:iiy  native  land,  among  the  mountains  of  Wales,  where  the  Sun- 
Viay-school  as  an  educational  and  evangelistic  agency  during  the 
^ast  ninety  years  has  accomplished  so  much  good,  and  won  such 
4gloriou8  triumphs  for  our  common  Christianity.     As  a  repre- 
9$entative  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  and  a  mis- 
sionary in  its  service,  I  was  most  cordially  received.     Having 
retained  the  language  in  which  I  was  born,  it  gave  me  great 
pleasure  to  address  large  and  interested  audiences  at  centenary 
services  held  in  different  parts  of  the  principality.     The  Sunday- 
school  work  is  the  glory  of  Wales. 
Li  England  the  children  of  the  poor  have  the  Sunday-school, 

but  in  WaleSy  old  and  young,  rich  and  poor,  begin  their  lives  in 
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the  Sunday-school,  and  they  never  seTor  their  connection.  In 
the  Sunday-school  the  children  learn  to  read  and  revere  the 
Bible,  and  they  never  quit  the  school  or  forget  the  Bible.  In 
the  Welsh  Sunday-school  there  is  but  little  machinery,  and  but 
few  appliances  to  make  it  attractive  but  the  Welsh  Bible.  This 
seems  sufficient  to  hold  the  masses  faithful  to  Bible  study  and 
the  duties  of  a  Christian  life. 

In  September,  after  a  prosperous  journey,  and  relaxation  for 
over  four  months,  the  good  hand  of  the  Lord  returned  me  safely 
to  my  home  and  field  of  labor  with  new  vigor  for  future  service. 

During  the  year  I  preached  103  times,  made  132  Sunday- 
school  addresses,  wrote  342  letters,  and  travelled  18,000  miles. 
Cheered  and  encouraged  by  the  confidence  and  sympathy  of  the 
Board,  and  grateful  for  the  continued  kindness  of  E.  S.  Jafiray, 
Esq.,  of  New  York,  by  whose  liberality  I  am  supported,  I  enter 
with  much  encouragement  upon  another  year  of  service  on  the 
Sunday-School  Union  missionary  field,  trusting  in  the  guidance 
and  help  of  him  whose  I  am  and  whom  I  serve. 

Rev.  C.  N.  Pond,  Berea,  reports : 

I  find  a  very  urgent  need  for  missionary  labor.  In  Ohio  alone 
a  half  million  children  and  youth  are  wholly  outside  of  our  Bible- 
schools.  In  the  very  first  township  visited,  though  well  supplied 
with  churches,  I  learned  by  careful  inquiry  that  fully  five  hundred 
of  the  youth  were  spiritually  neglected.  Three  schools  were 
planted,  which  gathered  many  of  them  in.  ^^  The  towns  have 
grown  away  from  the  country,*'  was  the  remark  of  an  observant 
pastor.  Another  noted  the  tendency  in  rural  churches  to  remove 
into  the  villages,  thus  leaving  the  country  population  unsupplied. 
To  supply  the  wants  of  just  such,  and  of  other  classes  of  the 
neglected,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  Ohio  and  Indiana  need  at  least 
two  thousand  new  distriet  Sunday-schools. 

Fifty-one  schools  have  been  organized  by  our  Society  in  these 
two  States  the  past  year.  An  encouraging  proportion  of  the 
schools  continued  through  the  winter.  The  prospect  for  perma- 
nence is  excellent.  In  attempting  to  advance  the  general  ideal 
of  instruction  through  the  Bible  lesson,  it  has  been  my  privilege 
to  hold  institutes,  conventions,  normal  classes,  drills,  and  teachers' 
meetings,  as  well  as  to  deliver  general  addresses  and  sermons. 
A  generous  friend  has  contributed  $600  to  support  a  worker  in 
South  Carolina  during  the  ensuing  year. 
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• 

Pbrmanence  of  the  Work. — ^The  writer  has  had  the  satis- 
faction of  preaching  to  the  Forestdale  Sunday-school,  in  Cuya- 
hoga county,  established  by  one  of  our  missionaries  thirty-three 
years  ago.  He  is  also  personally  acquainted  with  another  local- 
ity where,  forty  years  ago,  the  Union  planted  a  school  which  has 
been  in  operation,  with  some  intermissions,  ever  since.  '^  All 
these  strong  churches  owe  a  great  deal  to  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union,"  remarked  a  grateful  pastor  in  the  Lutheran 
Church,  ^'  for  thirty  and  forty  years  ago  it  assisted  us  in  our 
weakness." 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Rev.  C.  Beimensnyder,  Lancaster,  writes : 

More  work  has  been  done  last  year,  and  with  apparently  better 
results,  than  during  any  previous  year  of  my  missionary  service 
for  nearly  sixteen  years.  This  is  to  be  attributed  in  part  to  the 
improvement  of  the  fields  and  perhaps  still  more  to  increased 
family  visitation.  A  larger  number  of  schools  was  organized, 
visited,  addressed  and  aided ;  and  many  encouraging  letters  were 
received  showing  the  utility  of  the  work  done.  I  am  glad  to  say 
that  Christian  people,  throughout  my  field,  appreciate  more  and 
more  the  importance  of  this  work,  and  contribute  with  increased 
liberality  and  cheerfulness  toward  its  support. 

Much  missionary  work  is  still  needed  in  certain  sections  of  my 
field.  At  a  number  of  points  new  schools  should  be  organized. 
Many  existing  schools  have  no  lesson  papers,  few  if  any  question- 
books,  poorly  qualified  ofBcers  and  teachers ;  and  if  we  can  intro- 
duce into  such  schools  helps  and  better  methods  of  instruction, 
our  work  is  scarcely  less  important  than  when  we  organize  new 
schools.  A  wide  field  of  usefulness  is  thus  open  before  us,  and 
demands  the  continuance  of  the  work. 

J.  B.  Baughman,  East  Berlin,  writes : 

The  past  year  my  work  covered  York,  Adams  and  Franklin 
counties.  At  least  one-half  of  the  children  on  my  field  have  not 
been  attending  Sunday-school,  and  we  have  to  be  contented 
sometimes  with  poor  school-houses  to  hold  our  Sunday-schools 
in ;  churches  being  too  nice,  as  many  thought,  for  the  children 
to  go  in.    No  wonder  congregations  are  formal,  lifeless  and  dead. 

We  find  visiting  families  to  have  a  very  good  effect.  In  a  vil- 
lage in  Adams  county,  after  canvassing  carefully,  I  found  many 
destitute  children.  I  had  no  other  place  to  meet  suitable  but  a 
private  house.  The  first  Sabbath  we  had  twelve  or  fifteen ;  the 
number  increased  till  we  had  sixty.     Some  were  children  of 
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Catholic  parents.  Small  cards  and  otber  small  gifts  got  tbem 
interested  to  study,  and  none  are  absent  unless  prevented  by 
sickness. 

There  is  a  marked  change  in  the  teachers  and  saperintendents 
all  over  my  field ;  there  are  few  who  do  not  feel  the  responsibility 
and  also  the  need  of  making  a  preparation  of  the  mind  as  well  as 
of  the  heart. 

Prayer,  teachers'  and  children's  meetings,  and  in  some  in- 
stances protracted  meetings,  were  the  outgrowth  of  the  Sunday- 
school.  We  see  many  blessed  and  happy  results  of  our  labors, 
as  well  as  receive  some  very  encouraging  letters  from  all  parts 
of  our  field. 

Rev.  R.  Crittenden,  Bellefonte,  reports : 

My  field  of  labor  in  Northern  Pennsylvania  has  included  three 
additional  counties  the  past  year.  Eighteen  new  schools  have 
been  opened,  and,  with  one  exception,  well  sustained,  in  places 
for  the  most  part  destitute  of  any  other  public  means  of  grace. 
For  the  encouragement  of  teachers  and  others,  chiefly  in  the 
more  needy  rural  districts,  I  have  served  in  thirty-eight  institute 
sessions.  Not  less  than  fifty  schools  have  been  thus  encouraged 
that  are  not  included  in  the  seventy-seven  schools  visited  and 
variously  aided  during  the  year.  At  these  week-day  gatherings 
every  religious  denomination  on  the  field  has  been  represent^ 
and  a  most  delightful  Christian  spirit,  witnessing  to  ^Hhe  unity 
of  the  faith  "  among  all  God's  people.  Although  we  cannot  re- 
port any  considerable  number  of  conversions,  or  accessions  from 
the  schools  to  the  churches,  there  is  gratifying  evidence  of  a 
deepening  interest  in  the  work. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

J.  K.  F.  Stites,  Camden,  reports : 

Many  new  schools  have  been  organized  in  destitute  localities, 
where  no  religious  advantages  were  enjoyed,  and  as  the  conse- 
quence complete  spiritual  ignorance  prevailed.  Into  these  schools 
large  numbers  of  neglected  children  and  youth,  and,  in  many  in- 
stances, adults  also,  have  been  gathered.  The  influence  of  these 
schools  for  good  upon  the  surrounding  neighborhoods  is  incal- 
culable. Humanly  speaking,  this  is  the  only  way  in  which  this 
class  can  at  first  be  effectively  reached.  The  work  is  arduous — 
many  difficulties  to  be  surmounted ;  it  is,  nevertheless,  a  delight- 
ful work — God  blesses  it,  and  I  love  it.  Beside  these  new  or- 
ganizations, I  have,  during  the  year,  visited  and  otherwise  aided 
a  large  number  of  weak  and  needy  schools,  for  all  which  I  have 
been  abundantly  rewarded  in  the  good  results  manifested.    There 
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We  been  reported  to  me  from  these  schools,  during  the  year, 
over  two  hundred  hopeful  conversions.  Truly  ham  the  Lord 
brought  great  things.  To  his  name  be  all  the  glory.  New 
settlements  are  springing  up  over  my  field.  Especially  is  this 
^6  case  along  almost  the  entire  seaboard,  from  Gape  May  to 
SEandy  Hook.  Hence  the  demands  upon  my  time,  and  for  aid, 
^  constantly  increasing. 

NEW  YORK. 

F.  H.  WiSBWELL,  Secretary. 

Taithful  continuance  in  well-doing  can  be  ascribed  again  to  our 

^^cnds  in  New  York,  who  so  liberally  support  the  missionary 

^Ork  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union.      Not  only  has 

^^€re  been  a  gratifying  increase  in  the  sum  total  of  contributions 

^^Tnished,  beyond  the  amount  secured  last  year,  but  through 

^^ch  expressions  of  confidence  as  have  been  made,  through  such 

t^'^ityerfiil  interest  in  this  work  as  has  been  shown  by  the  Lord's 

le^-^ople,  and,  above  all,  through  such  tokens  of  God's  care  and 

^^essing  as  have  been  manifested,  we  have  received  encourage- 

^^ent  and  strength  for  the  future  which  is  of  more  value  than 

^^oney. 

So  much  of  labor  as  we  have  been  able  to  command  for  the 
^Soing  of  actual  missionary  work  upon  this  field  has  been  be- 
^^towed  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  State.     A  careful  study 
XDf  statistics,  joined  with  a  somewhat  extended  missionary  service 
Sn  that  region,  leads  our  faithful  and  painstaking  missionary, 
^r.  L.  D.  Deming,  to  the  conclusion  that  in  the  eight  counties 
^hich  comprise  Northern  New  York,  about  one-half  of  the  chil- 
dren *'of  school  age"  are  not  in  attendance  upon  any  Sunday- 
school  whatever. 

Concerning  Essex  county,  it  is  the  judgment  of  our  missionary 
that  the  forty-four  Sunday-schools  within  its  bounds  contain  only 
one-third  of  the  children,  while  the  remaining  two-thirds  are  prac- 
tically without  religious  instruction.  From  Lewis  county  he  quotes 
testimony  to  the  effect  that  5000  children  are  yet  uncared  for, 
and  receives  assurances  from  ofiScers  of  the  County  Sunday- 
School  Association  that  their  organization  will  co-operate  with 
him  most  heartily  in  his  missionary  work.     In  St.  Lawrence  and 
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Clinton  counties  combined,  there  are  anywhere  from  15,000  to 
20,000  children  of  Protestant  parents  who  are  growing  up  un- 
taught in  the  Word. 

But  even  with  all  this  unquestioned  neglect  of  Christian  edu- 
cation, we  do  not  claim  that  large  numbers  of  new  Sunday-schools 
are  needed  in  the  localities  named.  Some  such  new  schools  are 
needed,  and  sadly  needed.  A  dozen  or  fifteen  points  where  new 
organizations  are  a  practical  necessity  are  marked  for  work  during 
the  coming  year.  Doubling  the  number  of  Sunday-schools,  how- 
ever, would  not  bring  all  the  youth  under  Bible  instruction*  In 
this  long-settled  State  what  is  most  needed  is  the  work  of  in- 
gathering and  up-building  which  Mr.  Deming  is  doing  in  con- 
nection with  schools  which  already  exist.  From  practical  expe- 
rience he  declares : 

The  missionary's  work  is  to  encourage  disheartened  workers 
and  infuse  something  like  spirit  into  them,  until  th^  find,  by 
honest  endeavor,  how  much  they  can  accomplish.  This  is  no 
place  for  surface  work.  A  large  proportion  of  the  neglected 
children  in  this  State  are  within  reach  of  existing  Sunday-schools, 
feeble  though  they  be.  The  great  work  is  to  gather  these  chil- 
dren in,  or  to  get  the  schools  into  condition  to  reach  out  for  them. 

One  reason  which  makes  missionary  work  a  pressing  necessity 
in  this  northern  district  is  found  in  the  evil  influence  which  Ro- 
man Catholicism  is  there  exerting,  with  results  upon  the  young 
especially  baneful.  Outside  the  centres  of  population  a  growing 
tendency  toward  the  Romish  faith  is  common.  Says  the  mis- 
sionary : 

Mr.  B.  describes  to  me  a  neighborhood  where  he  was  brought 
up,  with  Sunday-school  and  church  privileges,  and  where  now, 
after  twenty  years,  not  a  Protestant  family  is  to  be  found.  An- 
other neighborhood,  farther  to  the  east,  is  turning  over  into  the 
same  shape. 

In  one  neighborhood  in  which  I  have  labored,  a  vote  had  been 
passed  at  the  school-meeting  instructing  the  school-trustees  to 
lock  the  door  against  all  religious  gatherings.  Several  heads  of 
families  declared  that  they  would  prefer  to  have  the  school-house 
burned  rather  than  to  have  it  opened  for  religious  services.  A 
few  years  since,  in  the  old  log  school-house,  good  meetings  were 
held,  but  for  various  reasons  a  change  has  come,  until  now  it  is  a 
notoriously  hard  field. 
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Seyen  new  schools  have  been  formed  daring  the  year.  Nearly 
one  hundred  and  fifty  other  schools  have  been  visited  and  aided 
either  by  words  of  counsel  and  encouragement  or  by  donations. 
AM  the  new  schools  were  furnished  to  some  extent  with  necessary 
supplies,  and  all  have  been  visited,  revisited  and  nurtured  with 
the  most  watchful  care.  More  than  4500  miles  have  been  trav- 
elled, much  of  the  distance  on  foot. 

At  the  close  of  his  year's  work  Mr.  Deming  has  this  to  say 
in  regard  to  its  general  results : 

The  number  of  schools  organized  has  been  smaller  than  last 
year,  but  the  number  of  living,  active  schools  that  mark  our  path- 
'iRrsy  is  greater. 

We  are  praising  God  just  now  for  the  work  he  has  been  doing 
in  Franklin  county.  Ten  schools  report  revivals,  and  still  the 
interest  is  spreading.  The  first  school  I  organized  this  year 
oounts  fifteen  conversions.  This  school  is  located  at  an  import- 
ant point — a  backwoods  centre,  through  which  many  hunters 
And  lumbermen  may  be  reached.  When  I  organized  the  school 
"fthe  nearest  minister  said,  ^^  You  are  just  throwing  money  away." 
Sut  it  proves  that  an  excellent  school  has  been  maintained  for 
'the  whole  year,  and  fifteen  persons  are  counted  as  having  found 
In  that  school  a  new  hope  in  Christ. 

NEW  ENGLAND. 
Nelson  Kingsbury,  Secretary. 

With  sincere  thanks  to  the  Giver  of  all  good,  we  record  the 
work  of  the  past  year  as  encouraging.  There  has  manifestly 
been  a  growing  interest  and  sympathy  in  the  principles  and  work 
of  the  Society.  Our  former  friends  have  cheerfully  and  gener- 
ously continued  their  contributions,  and  many  new  ones  have 
come  forward  to  aid  us ;  consequently  there  has  been  a  large 
increase  in  our  receipts,  and  more  active  missionary  labor  per- 
formed than  in  former  years. 

W.  H.  Hall,  missionary  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union, 
and  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Connecticut  Sunday-School 
Teachers'  Association,  during  his  service  often  and  a  half  months, 
besides  giving  considerable  attention  to  the  preparation  and  pub- 
lication of  the  State  Association's  report  and  other  clerical  work, 


has  devoted  his  time  to  missionarj  work,  endeayoring  to  stioHiiate 
effort  for  gathering  in  the  neglected  children,  of  whom  there  are 
oyer  56,000  in  Connecticut  alone,  between  four  and  sizteea  years 
of  age,  outside  of  Sunday-school  instruction.  He  has  visited  51 
Sunday-schools,  containing  a  total  membership  of  7446,  delivered 
66  addresses  in  schools,  conventions,  &c.,  attended  14  countj 
conventions ;  has  arranged  and  attended,  and  in  several  cases 
conducted,  14  conferences,  held  for  the  most  part  in  the  smaller 
country  towns  of  Connecticut.  He  has  visited,  in  the  proeeoation 
of  this  work,  69  towns,  and  travelled  5016  miles.  Of  the  results 
of  the  conference  work,  the  following  are  already  apparent.  One 
superintendent  says : 

We  were  on  the  point  of  discontinuing  our  school  for  the  winter, 
in  accordance  with  our  usual  custom,  but  in  the  stimulus  which 
this  conference  has  created,  we  shall  continue  through  the  year. 

Another  says : 

The  conference  held  in  our  church  fostered  a  healthy  interest 
in  our  school,  manifesting  itself  in  increased  conscientiousness  in 
the  preparation  and  teaching  of  the  lesson. 

Still  another  says : 

Our  school  received  a  perceptible  impetus  from  the  conference 
held  here,  and  its  effects  are  plainly  visible.  The  attendance  has 
increased  fully  one-fourth,  and  there  is  an  encouraging  increase 
of  interest  in  Sunday-school  work. 

In  response  to  the  pressing  call  for  more  missionary  work  in 
New  England,  a  few  friends  very  kindly  made  special  contribu- 
tions for  that  purpose,  and  we  employed  Rev.  Frank  E.  Jenkins, 
George  B.  Cutler,  George  W.  Andrews  and  C.  H.  Pettibone, 
students  from  the  Hartford  Theological  Seminary,  to  labor  in 
Maine  during  their  summer  vacation  of  four  months.  A  few 
extracts  of  letters  received  from  them  are  sufficient  evidence 
of  the  need  and  importance  of  increased  Sunday-school  work  in 
this  section. 

Mr.  Pettibone  writes  as  follows : 

I  started  a  Sunday-school  where  there  had  been  none  for  over 
ten  vears,  and  scarcely  any  preaching.  The  poor  children,  some 
of  them,  did  not  know  what  Sunday-school  meant ;  and  Sunday 
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was  to  them  a  day  when  they  ooald  go  fishing  and  have  a  good 
time  generally.  A  w.oman  was  appointed  superintendent,  for,  as 
one  man  expressed  it,  ^^  There  isn't  a  praying  man  among  us.*' 

In ,  where  I  organized  a  school  last  Bunday,  they  are  in 

much  need  of  funds  to  help  them  to  a  library.  There  is  an  old 
Congregational  church  in  the  place,  in  which  I  preached,  but  it  is 
fast  going  to  decay ;  and  in  all  this  neighborhood  there  is  only 
one  professing  Christian  man,  and  he  is  so  old  he  can  do  nothing; 
but  there  are  four  or  five  determined  Christian  women  who  are 
resolved  to  have  a  Sunday-school  and  to  teach  the  children,  of 
whom  there  are  some  thirty  or  more  anxious  to  attend ;  and  they 
think  if  they  can  keep  the  Sunday-school  going,  the  people  will 
try  and  fix  up  the  church,  and  perhaps  they  can  have  preaching 
once  more. 

One  cannot  understand  the  needs  here  until  he  has  seen  them. 
However  great  the  Sunday  question  may  be  in  our  large  cities, 
it  is  greater  here ;  for  the  children  have  not  even  the  example 
of  Sunday-loving  people,  and  I  believe  the  only  institution  in  the 
world  that  can  reach  them  is  the  Bible  school. 

Later  he  says : 

I  have  heard  from  the  twelve  schools  I  organized :  all  are  doing 
well  and  increasing  in  numbers. 

Rev.  Mr.  Jenkins  writes : 

S is  a  town  of  230  inhabitants,  and  its  centre  is  seven  miles 

from  any  church.  There  is  a  little  army  of  children  growing  up 
without  the  Bible,  without  hope,  and  without  God  in  the  world. 
I  visited  about  thirty  families,  and  at  last,  with  much  difficulty 
and  after  two  or  three  failures,  succeeded  in  organizing  a  Sunday* 
school. 

I  have  10  schools,  of  which  I  am  proud,  all  in  places  which 
sadly  needed  them.  Six  of  them  I  have  had  to  struggle  for 
against  the  advice  and  discouragement  of  everybody,  and  against 
utter  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  people ;  but  1  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  them  organized  and  growing  in  numbers  and 
interest.  The  schools  where  everything  seemed  to  be  against  the 
work  have  generally  turned  out  the  best  in  the  end.  It  rather 
encourages  me,  than  otherwise,  when  I  go  to  a  place  and  every- 
body tells  me,  "You  can't  do  anything  there." 

Prom  still  another  section,  Mr.  Andrews  writes : 

My  labors  for  the  past  week  were  mostly  confined  to  S- 


a  sad  state  of  affairs  prevailed  there.     Many  different  denomin»» 
tions  were  represented,  and,  as  is  usually  the  case  in  county 
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districts,  they  were  at  variance  with  one  another.  One  man 
described  the  matter  thus :  "  You  see,  we  used  to  have  prayer 
meetings,  but  one  man  would  get  up  and  say  something  mean 
about  some  denomination  different  from  his  own,  and  it  would 
make  some  one  mad,  and  they  would  quarrel  right  in  meeting. 
We  ought  to  have  a  Sunday-school,  but  you  can't  get  them 
united.**  But  I  visited  and  talked  until  they  agreed  to  ornnize 
a  school  and  attend  it.  When  they  voted  for  oflScers,  they  showed 
that  the  spirit  of  dissension  had  passed  away  by  electing  them 
almost  unanimously,  and  the  utmost  good  feeling  prevailed. 
One  man,  after  the  work  was  done,  came  up  and  shook  me 
warmly  by  the  hand;  and  then,  rubbing  his  own  hands  with 
delight,  said,  '^I  never  saw  the  like  of  it!  We  are  glad  you 
came  among  us  !**  Last  year  one  of  the  best  preachers  in  the 
Maine  Conference  was  on  this  circuit,  and  attempted  to  organize 
a  Sunday-school  in  W.  M.,  but  failed.  He  told  me  it  was  a 
hopeless  case.  I  went  there,  stuck  to  the  place,  overcame  oppo- 
sition, and  yesterday  my  efforts  were  crowned  with  success.  I 
feel  somewhat  proud  over  this  school,  as  it  shows  how  much  more 
a  Union  missionary  can  accomplish  than  a  missionary  represent- 
ing a  denomination.  The  American  Sunday-School  Union  has 
the  right  idea,  and  its  men  will  succeed  where  others  fail. 

Mr.  Cutler,  from  his  field,  writes : 

This  village  contains  half  a  dozen  stores,  twQ  saw  mills,  one 
flour  mill,  one  carding  mill,  an  academy,  and  two  unoccupied 
churches,  though  preaching,  once  in  four  weeks,  has  been  held 
in  one  of  them  during  this  summer.  During  a  three  days' 
visit,  I  called  upon  over  50  families,  and  organized  a  large  Sun- 
day-school, with  a  prospect  of  increase.  If  Christian  commun- 
ities could  only  realize  the  destitution  of  religious  privileges  that 
exists  here,  they  would  rejoice  in  giving  the  most  hearty  support 

to  a  society  which  is  doing  such  a  grand  work.     Here  in 

the  people  are  given  to  drink,  and  care  not  for  religious  things. 
I  have  held  four  services  since  coming ;  cannot  reach  the  parents ; 
but  about  25  young  people  have  come  out  each  time.  There  is 
not  a  praying  man  or  woman  in  the  place.  At  G.  R.,  a  little 
girl  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  families  was  sick  and  died ;  as 
there  was  no  minister  within  10  or  12  miles,  I  was  invited  to 
conduct  the  funeral  services.  I  organized  a  Sunday-school  there, 
which  I  found,  on  revisiting  one  month  later,  had  doubled  in 
numbers,  and  it  was  evident  the  Spirit  of  God  was  there.  All, 
old  and  young,  were  enthusiastic  in  their  work,  and  a  most 
healthy  interest  prevailed.  At I  organized  a  Sunday- 
school,  wholly  ofiScered  by  ladies ;  the  men  were  in  the  midst  of 


IiayiDg,  and  worked  on  the  Babbatb ;  aa  tLey  did  not  take  told 
sad  render  assiBtaDCe,  the  Udiea  determined  that  the  school 
should  go  forward.  The  superinteDdeDt  ia  a  live,  energetic 
'vroman,  has  foor  children,  and  she  told  me  thej  commenced 
learning  their  lesson  on  Sanday  evening,  and  then  came  around 
Iheir  father  and  repeated  the  whole  of  it  to  him,  and  afterwards 
l^an  teaching  it  to  other  children  who  came  into  the  yard. 
As  this  happens  in  a  family  where  the  father  works  on  Sunday 
and  feels  no  interest  in  religious  things,  and  in  a  community  that 
is  wholly  engrossed  in  worldly  affairs,  it  is  very  gratifying  to 
know.  I  never  before  realized  the  power  the  Sonday-school 
exerts  for  good. 

Sorely  this  work  was  a  good  training  for  candidates  for  the 
ministry. 

SUMMARY   OF  MISSIONARY  WORK  FROM   MARCH   1,  1880,  TO 
MARCH    1,  laSl. 
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The  Society  is  tinder  renewed  obligations  to  the  Ahbrican 
Bible  Socibtt,  for  continued  grants ;  to  the  press,  for  gratuitous 
notices  of  our  work;  to  railway  sod  steamboat  officers,  for  favors; 
uid  to  pastors,  churches,  Sunday-schools,  and  all  other  donors 
and  friends,  for  support  and  sympathy. 

Thb  Tbacbbbs'  Hall,  of  which  a  full  description  was  giren 
in  the  last  Report,  has  proved  a  most  helpful  aid  to  the  Society's 
work  inaugurated  three  years  ago  in  behalf  of  Sunday-school 
teachers.  The  meetings  held  every  Saturday  afternoon,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Managers,  for  the  study  of  the  International 
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Lessons,  have  attracted  attention  from  all  parts  of  the  city. 
During  the  winter  months  the  average  attendance  has  been 
nearly  two  hundred  superintendents  and  teachers,  representing 
a  constituency  of  over  two  thousand  scholars.  The  annual  ad- 
dress to  this  class  was  made  by  Rt.  Key.  Bishop  Stevens,  of 
the  Diocese  of  Pennsylvania.  Dean  Howson  was  also  received 
at  one  of  the  regular  teachers'  meetings,  and  made  a  fraternal 
address.  The  reading-table  is  supplied  with  Sunday-school 
magazines  and  papers  for  free  use,  and  all  friends  are  invited  to 
avail  themselves  of  these  facilities.  Meetings  of  the  Philadel- 
phia Association  of  Sunday-school  Superintendents  have  also 
been  held  regularly  in  the  Hall. 

NECROLOGY. 

During  the  year,  the  Society  has  been  deprived  of  the  counsels, 
prayers,  and  services  of  many  of  its  friends. 

Abraham  Martin,  better  known  as  "Father  Martin,*'  died 
at  Philadelphia,  November  8,  1880,  in  the  eighty-eighth  year  of 
his  age.  He  was  the  last  survivor  of  the  original  Managers  of 
the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  and  continued  his  efforts 
in  behalf  of  the  Society  almost  to  the  last  day  of  his  life.  He 
was  the  first  Recording  Secretary — an  oflSce  which  he  held  for 
nearly  five  years.  As  a  Manager  he  was  untiring  in  his  labors, 
and  never  absent  from  the  meeting  unless  detained  by  sickness 
or  by  absence  from  the  city.  His  counsels  and  his  fervent 
prayers  were  ever  a  sweet  benediction.  The  Sunday-schools  of 
Philadelphia  have  voluntarily  contributed  a  liberal  sum  to  erect 
a  suitable  memorial  to  his  memory. 

Alexander  Kirkpatrick,  after  nearly  forty  years  of  service 
in  connection  with  the  Society,  died  December  6,  1880.  For 
many  years  he  was  Superintendent  of  the  Society's  Depositories, 
and  had  charge  of  its  business  operations. 

The  Ninetieth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  First-Day  or  Sunday- 
School  Society  also  appropriately  noticed  the  death  of  Mr.  Mar- 
tin as  their  President  and  of  Mr.  Kirkpatrick  as  their  Secretary. 

T.  M.  Sinclair,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Amer- 
ican Sunday-School  Union,  died  suddenly  at  his  home,  in  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa,  on  the  28d  of  March,  aged  38  years — ^in  his  vigor- 
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ous  prime.  He  had  for  many  years  been  actively  engaged  in 
Sunday-school  work,  and  deeply  interested  in  the  Society,  and 
^  liberal  contributor  to  its  support.  He  was  its  wise  counsellor 
^nd  faithful  friend,  and  in  his  death  the  Society  has  sustained  a 
^reat  loss. 

Alexander  Stuart,  of  New  York,  a  generous  friend  and  con- 
tributor, passed  to  his  reward  at  the  age  of  seventy,  greatly 
beloved  and  respected  for  his  Christian  character  and  his  large- 
hearted  gifts  in  promoting  the  kingdom  of  Christ. 

James  Buell,  another  generous  supporter,  died  at  his  home 
in  New  York,  April  4,  1881. 

A.  W.  Corey,  after  more  than  half  a  century  of  Christian 
usefulness,  passed  to  his  reward  May  18,  1880.  He  entered  the 
service  of  the  Society  in  1827  as  agent  of  the  depository  in  New 
York,  re-entered  it  in  1840,  taking  charge  of  the  depository  in 
St.  Louis  and  the  missionary  operations  of  the  Society  in  the 
Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  Through  him  one  contributor  gave 
about  $1000  annually,  for  many  years,  to  aid  in  furnishing 
frontier  schools  gratuitously  with  the  Society's  literature. 

The  veteran  missionary,  Stephen  Paxson,  died  at  his  home  in 
St.  Louis,  April  22,  1881.  "Father"  Paxson  was  first  brought 
into  a  Sunday-school  by  his  daughter  Mary,  February  1841, 
received  much  of  his  education  in  the  school,  and  was  commis- 
sioned as  a  missionary  of  the  Society  April  22,  1848.  He 
organized  over  1300  Sunday-schools,  into  which  were  gathered 
about  83,000  teachers  and  scholars. 

But  while  the  Society  mourns  these  losses  by  death,  it  rejoices 
in  the  tokens  of  God's  favor  and  blessing  continued  toward  it  in 
increasing  measure,  preserving  the  lives  of  its  other  officers  and 
agents,  enlarging  the  number  and  liberality  of  its  friends,  and 
crowning  the  labors  of  its  missionaries  and  the  reading  of  its 
literature  with  greater  results,  in  schools  organized  and  aided. 
Bibles  and  Testaments  distributed,  families  visited,  sermons  and 
addresses  delivered,  and,  above  all,  in  the  revivals  and  conver- 
sions enjoyed,  and  churches  organized,  and  preaching  secured, 
in  connection  with  the  schools,  as  reported  by  the  missionaries 
in  various  fields.     For  all  these  mercies  grateful  praise  is  due. 
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SOME  INCIDENTS  OF  WORK  RECORDED  DURING  THE 

YEAR. 

TDE   OOSPEL  BEHIND   IRON   BABS. 

Rev.  B.  W.  Chidlaw,  for  forty-four  years  a  missionary  of  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union,  has  gratefully  recorded  the  fol- 
lowing interesting  incident  during  the  past  year : 

Recently  on  the  train  near  Dayton,  Ohio,  a  young  man,  in  the 
dress  of  a  laborer,  with  evident  embarrassment  accosted  me,  and 
said,  *^  You  are  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  but  I  do  not  know  your 
name.  I  heard  you  preach  three  times  in  Columbus,  Ohio.''  I 
invited  him  to  sit  with  me,  and  he  freely  spoke  of  the  great  things 
Qod  had  done  for  him.  Without  religious  training,  ne  grew  up 
an  idle,  worthless,  and  dissipated  youth.  He  committed  crime, 
and  was  sentenced  to  the  State  prison  for  five  years.  He  entered 
its  gloomy  walls  an  enemy  to  himself,  to  his  God,  and  to  all  man- 
kind. Reading  the  Bible  and  other  good  books,  attending  the 
prison  Sundav-school,  and  listening  to  the  conversation  of  the 
chaplain,  led  him  to  think  about  his  soul.  ^'After  I  had  been  in 
prison  about  a  year,"  said  he,  ^'  and  my  mind  was  interested  in 
religion,  you  preached  a  sermon  on  the  words  of  God  from  the 
burning  bush  to  Moses,  ^  Gome,  and  I  will  send  thee,'  etc.  Then 
I  went  to  God,  believed  in  Christ,  and  entered  on  my  religious 
life  ;  and  for  over  six  years  I  felt  that  God  had  a  mission  for  me 
to  live  an  honest,  useful,  and  Christian  life.  After  my  conver- 
sion I  redeemed  six  months  of  my  time.  I  left  the  prison  with 
a  good  trade,  good  habits,  and  a  Christian.  I  find  employment, 
with  good  wages ;  I  save  a  part  of  my  earnings,  help  my  aged 
and  dependent  mother,  enjoy  the  confidence  of  my  friends  and 
the  consolations  of  the  gospel  that  saved  me,  and  I  am  glad  to 
tell  you  what  God  has  done  for  me.*' 

BLACK  BOTS  AT  SUNBEAM  CHURCH. 

In  the  neighborhood  of  Sunbeam  Church,  in  Arkansas,  a  mis- 
sionary met  a  colored  boy  who  has  been  a  faithful  attendant  upon 
the  Sunday-school  since  its  organization.  As  the  missionary 
took  the  hand  of  this  boy  in  friendly  greeting,  he  was  informed 
bv  him  that  a  number  of  his  companions,  as  well  as  himself,  were 
about  to  connect  themselves  with  the  church  on  profession  of  fiiith 
in  Christ ;  and  he  added,  ^^  Dey  is  all  from  de  Sunday-school 
too,  Mr.  L.*'  Upon  being  asked  about  his  daily  employment, 
the  boy  snid,  **  I  picks  cotton  and  does  other  work  about  de 
farm,  i\\n\  1  prays  nil  de  time."     The  missionary  says,  "The  sim- 

!)lo  testiuiony  oF  this  poor,  ignorant  black  boy  was  of  itself  suf- 
icieut  to  convince  me  that  the  Lord  has  his  own,  even  among 
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these  poor  plantation  negroes,  and  that  he  will  bless  any  agency 
that  carries  the  truth  to  them.  When  I  first  taught  this  boy  to 
believe  I  also  taught  him  to  ^pray  without  ceasing/  and  now,  in 
turn,  he  has  taught  it  to  me.' 

SIX  TEARS   IN   AMERICA. 

Missionary  Lewis  speaks  forcibly  of  the  contrast  between  the 
condition  of  immigrant  families  when  they  first  reach  the  steam- 
ship dock  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia  as  compared  with  their 
circumstances  and  aspirations  after  they  have  been  a  short  time 
in  America.  He  gives  the  following  illustration :  ^^  Recently  I 
spent  the  night  at  the  home  of  a  farmer  whom  I  had  known  as  an 
immigrant  six  years  ago.  I  then  saw  his  family  of  boys  and 
girls  living  in  their  rude  cabin  home.  At  that  time  one  must 
have  been  '  Tanner  hungry '  to  eat  at  their  board ;  and  as  for 
sleeping  in  the  house,  the  green  grass  under  my  wagon  on  the 
prairie  was  far  preferable. 

^^  But  now  think  of  the  change.  A  very  nice,  well-finished 
farm-house  stands  near  the  old  cabin.  The  rooms  are  carpeted 
and  furnished.  The  one  I  occupied  for  the  night  was  neat  and 
pleasant,  and  the  clean  white  linen  on  the  bed  was  suggestive  of 
sweet  sleep.  The  meals  were  excellent.  Everything  was  Amer- 
icanized and  Christianized.  At  our  morning  and  evening  wor- 
ship the  daughters  played  the  organ  and  sang.  The  sons  were 
present,  and  seemed  interested. 

^'As  I  was  bidding  him  adieu  my  host  clasped  my  hand  in 
both  his  own,  and  commanding  his  best  English,  said,  with  moist- 
ened eyes,  '  I  live  in  America  six  years ;  I  cot  good  place — one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres.  I  live  in  Sweden  thirty  years — I  have 
no  land,  no  home.  I  work  hard  for  oder  man.  No  Sunday- 
school.  My  children  love  to  go  to  Mr.  Lewey's  Sunday-school. 
They  wants  me  not  drink  whiskey,  and  they  kiss  me  and  cry  so ; 
dat  makes  me  cry,  and  I  drink  whiskey  no  more.  I  zave  so 
mooch  dollars.  I  don't  have  any  pad  loock  mooch.  I  can't  talk 
how  mooch  I  tank  Mr.  Lewey,  and  am  broud  you  come  to  my 
house.'  " 

Mr.  Lewis  says  that  at  the  public  service  held  in  that  neighbor- 
hood, three-fourths  of  his  audience  were  of  foreign  birth ;  and 
when  he  is  able  to  note  such  marked  changes  for  the  better 
wrought  among  these  immigrants  within  the  space  of  a  few  short 
years,  he  concludes  that  Christian  work  pays  most  royally. 

COURAGE   REQUIRED. 

*^  It  is  not  all  sunshine,"  writes  a  Michigan  missionary.  ^^  There 
lies  before  me  a  letter  from  a  poor  girl,  whose  age  is  perhaps  fif- 
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teen  years,  and  these  are  her  first  words :  *  I  write  to  tell  you 
that  we  think  our  Sunday-school  will  be  a  failure.  The  neigh- 
bors say  that  money  for  books  and  papers  is  out  of  the  question.' 

''  This  letter  comes  from  a  large  settlement,  six  miles  from  any 
village.  The  children  there  have  been  left  to  grow  up  without 
any  Sunday-school  from  the  year's  beginning  to  its  end;  and  this 
fifteen  year  old  girl  seems  to  be  the  only  person  who  cares  whether 
a  school  is  maintained  or  not. 

"  But  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  says,  *  When  you 
take  a  point  hold  it.  Make  your  schools  permanent.'  So  I  most 
go  to  this  point,  and  perhaps  spend  a  week  or  more,  for  little  Car- 
rie and  I  must  have  a  Sunday-school  there." 

A   GEORGIA   WELCOME. 

A  newly-commissioned  missionary  in  the  State  of  Georgia  says 
of  the  section  in  which  he  labors,  "The  necessity  for  mission- 
ary work  cannot  be  told  nor  its  importance  overestimated.  Our 
pastor  said  to  me,  *  Thank  God  for  putting  it  into  the  hearts  of 
good  men  and  women  to  send  a  missionary  among  us  to  visit  from 
house  to  house.  I  have  been  praying  for  it  for  thirteen  years,  I 
can  give  you  work  enough  for  a  year  among  our  own  churches, 
and  the  other  denominations  are  as  needy  as  we.'  Other  pastors 
of  various  denominations  bore  similar  testimony  to  the  necessity 
for  personal  missionary  work." 

HOW   IT  IS   DONE. 

One  week  ago  last  Sunday  I  was  crossing  a  new  railroad  at  a 
point  where  the  people  have  put  up  a  few  cheap  buildings  right 
in  the  woods,  hoping  to  secure  the  location  of  a  station  there. 
I  halted  a  moment  to  talk  with  a  couple  of  boys,  and  while  giving 
them  papers,  two  other  boys  came  out  for  some,  and  within  ten 
minutes  I  was  surrounded  by  at  least  a  dozen  rough,  ragged, 
good-natured  boys. 

Soon  the  girls  began  to  come  out.  Then  the  parents  were 
curious  to  find  out  the  attraction,  and  really  I  didn't  know  but 
I  should  be  called  on  to  surrender.  But  I  kept  on  handing  out 
papers  until  each  new-comer  was  supplied.  Then  I  asked  if  they 
had  a  Sunday-school,  and  was  answered  that  they  had  not. 
"  Would  you  like  one,  so  that  you  can  have  something  to  read 
every  Sunday?"  "Yes,"  was  the  quick  reply.  One  big  boy 
said,  with  great  emphasis,  "  I'd  like  one,  if  I  can  get  something 
to  read." 

"  Whom  can  we  get  for  superintendent  ?"  was  the  next  ques- 
tion. A  boy  replied,  "You  can  get  that  are  old  man  over 
there;  he  is  the  only  Christian  man  there  is  in  these  parts."    I 
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went  to  see  the  man  indicated,  who  said  he  would  serve  if  they 
could  do  no  better,  but  he  knew  a  young  man  about  two  miles 
away  who  had  recently  moved  in,  and  he  thought  we  could  get 
him. 

Leaving  an  appointment  for  my  speedy  return,  and  charging 
the  boys  to  circulate  notice  for  a  meeting,  I  went  on  to  my  desti- 
nation. When  I  came  back  I  found  a  houseful  of  people.  The 
young  man  was  sent  for  and  made  superintendent,  the  other 
officers  being  ladies.  When  the  organization  was  effected  I  said 
to  them,  '^  Now  what  shall  we  have  to  read,  and  how  shall  we 
get  it?*'     This  was  thought  to  be  "a  stumper." 

I  tried  to  raise  five  dollars  by  giving  one  dollar  myself,  but 
one  man  said  he  didn't  believe  there  was  five  dollars  in  the  settle- 
ment. Then  I  told  them  about  a  certain  Mission  Band  away 
clown  in  New  Jersey,  and  how  they  had  raised  thirty  dollars  by 
"forking  for  it.  "Well,  we'll  work.''  said  a  boy,  '*if  you  can 
"t»ll  us  where  to  get  the  money  for  it."  A  railroad  man  was 
present,  who  said  that  he  would  give  the  boys  a  small  job  if  they 
^ould  work  cheap,  which  they  promised  to  do. 

It  was  figured  that  a  good  outfit  for  the  school,  including 
library  and  lesson  leaves,  would  cost  thirty-one  dollars.  A 
donation  of  twenty  dollars  from  the  Jersey  Mission  Band,  and 
one  dollar  from  the  missionary,  left  a  balance  of  ten  dollars  to 
be  secured.  ''  How  long  can  you  wait  ?"  was  the  general  in- 
9uiry.  "Just  as  long  as  you  can  wait  for  your  books,"  was 
the  reply. 

The  books  were  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  librarian  the 
'»ext  Saturday,  to  be  held  until  paid  for.  The  treasurer  then  re- 
ported, "  We  have  got  half  the  money  pledged,  and  expect  to 
*x»ve  it  all  one  week  from  now." 

CATTLE  AND   CHILDREN. 

The  self-denying  love  which  is  usually  shown  by  parents  for 
t;heir  offspring  occasiotially  shines  out  in  bold  relief  against  the 
^ark  background  of  scrimping  selfishness  exhibited  towards  sons 
Hnd  daughters  in  some  unfortunate  homes.     In  a  Kansas  cabin, 
>'hose  owner  has  more  children  than  any  one  else  in  that  district, 
the  missionary  was  told  by  the  father  that  his  boys  coulil  not  go 
to  the  Sunday-school  even  if  one  were  organized,  because  they 
had  no  jackets.    '^  Was  that  your  herd  of  cattle  that  I  saw  driven 
across  the  prairie  into  the  Indian  Territory?"  asked  the  mis- 
sionary.    ''Yes,"  was  the  reply.     "How  many  head  of  cattle 
have  you?"     ''About  one  hundred  and  fifty."     "You  own  one 
hundred  and  fifty  cattle,"  said  the  missionary,  "and  yet  you 
cannot  afford  to  buy  coats  for  your  boys  ?"     The  subject  of  con- 
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.•   u  .:.    riir.iucing  himself,  said,  "You 
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Ni  ■>.•    V  '*j    *nv.'  of  the  best  schools  planted. 

^ .  >1 .  iTv  :-^:erested,  and  there  are  more 

^   ..  .,  ^\"   M.c:Iars.  which  is  very  large  for 

.■^^^;.      **i    Vcc  the  school  has  outgrown  its 

^.   ^^-  ■  ti  it'-t:  said  to  me,  on  a  second  visit, 

v.  *■  .   I  :te«'vr  saw  such  interest  before, 

\^    i»x    iicA:t>  .»:  making  us  build  a  new  and 
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Prom  here  the  news  spread  to  Mallard  Creek,  and  I  was 
called  to  go  there.  At  the  appointed  time  the  honse  was  over- 
flowing, and  I  had  to  take  my  stand  in  the  middle  of  the  floor 
and  talk  to  people  all  around  me.  Being  a  pleasant  day,  a  num- 
ber of  babies  (I  won*t  say  how  many)  had  been  brought  out. 
These  added  to  the  noise,  if  not  the  interest,  of  the  occasion,  by 
a  series  of  yells  now  and  then,  and  it  was  with  great  difSculty 
that  I  could  raise  my  voice  above  the  general  din.  But  the 
school  was  organized,  with  a  prospect  of  being  well  recruited 
from  the  baby  class  in  a  few  years. 

Of  course  the  people  are  not  all  saints,  either  in  morals  or 
Bible  knowledge,  in  this  southwestern  country.  At  one  point  a 
man  accepted  with  reluctance  the  position  of  secretary  in  the 
school.  Said  he,  '^  It  will  bother  me  mighty  bad,  though,  because 
that  is  the  day  I  have  took  to  hunt  my  hogs  before  this."  An- 
other, in  order  to  justify  a  wrong,  quoted  the  Bible  as  saying, 
"When  you  are  in  Rome,  do  as  Rome  does.*'  Another  man  was 
in  danger  of  forming  a  political  prejudice  against  Christ  because 
the  Bible  stated,  as  he  said,  that  he  was  ^^  a  friend  of  Re-publicans 
and  sinners.'*  Still  another  old  gentleman,  who  had  lived  long 
enough  ^'  to  see  a  heap  of  things  in  his  time,"  declared  the  earth 
was  flat,  and  said  he  could  prove  it  from  the  Bible.  In  order  to 
prove  it  by  science^  he  tested  the  matter  one  day  by  driving  a 
nail  in  a  tree,  and  from  it  suspended  an  iron  wedge  by  a  string. 
Then  he  got  up  at  midnight,  and  sure  enough,  just  as  he  expected, 
the  wedge  still  hung  down  the  tree ! 

AMONG   THE   PINK   BEDS. 

A  missionary  laboring  among  the  Pink  Bed  Mountains  in 
North  Carolina  finds  his  visit  a  great  treat  to  the  people.  He 
writes,  "  I  had  a  good  meeting  yesterday,  when  three  settle- 
ments united  their  forces  at  Big  Sycamore  Bend.  This  meeting 
occasioned  a  lively  stir  among  the  good  people  of  North  Cove. 

"  They  said  they  had  never  before  been  asked  to  *  talk  out  in 
meeting,*  and  answer  Bible  questions.  Hence  I  was  obliged  to 
answer  my  own  interrogatories,  until  the  embarrassment  had 
somewhat  worn  off".  One  man  said  he  had  never  been  used  to 
talking  back  at  a  preacher,  except  when  he  meets  one  running 
for  the  Legislature.  Another,  who  rejoiced  in  having  a  smart 
son  at  home,  said,  *  I  wish  my  boy  Joe  was  here ;  he*d  stand  up 
to  them  questions  till  sundown  next  week,  so  he  would.' 

"  An  old  miller  came  up  to  the  table  where  names  were  being 
enrolled,  and  after  apologizing  for  his  floury  appearance,  asked 
if  he  might  take  a  hand  in  the  new  Sunday-school.  *  I've  not 
been  in  a  meeting  like  this,'  said  he,  ^  since  I  was  a  youngster. 
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God  bless  joa.  It  is  nigh  on  to  twenty-two  years  since  I  first 
came  to  this  settlement,  and  I  must  say  to-day  is  the  youngest- 
feeling  day  I've  seen  since  I  left  the  home  of  my  childhood  in 
good  old  Virginny.*  " 

A    PIONEBR   AMONG   PIONEERS. 

That  the  Union  Sunday-school  is  indeed  the  foremost  pioneer 
Christian  agency,  and  that  the  Union  Sunday-school  missionary 
does  not  build  on  another  man's  foundations,  is  well  shown  by 
recent  winter  work,  done  even  as  far  north  as  Ottertail,  Todd 
and  Wadena  counties,  in  Minnesota. 

Five  schools  were  organized  in  that  region  by  one  missionary 
in  a  single  winter  month.  In  four  instances  the  gatherings  con- 
vened by  him  for  the  purpose  of  Sunday-school  organization 
were  the  first  religious  meetings  ever  held  in  those  localities. 
These  new  schools  are  in  a  timbered  country,  and  with  but  one 
exception,  at  present  will  meet  in  log  houses.  One  of  them  was 
organized  in  a  dwelling  in  a  new  neighborhood,  where  they  have 
no  school-house  as  yet.  A  half  dozen  families  agreed  to  meet 
every  Sabbath  to  study  God's  word,  and  were  properly  organized 
for  that  purpose.  They  will  meet  from  house  to  house  until  they 
build  a  school-house. 

QUEER   SERMONS — ^HOPEFUL   APPLICATION. 

In  a  report  of  his  spring  work,  one  of  our  Southern  mission- 
aries mentions  hearing  a  colored  brother  preach  a  sermon  on  the 
four  seasons,  and  declares  that  the  discourse  was  closed  in  the 
following  seasonable  style,  so  far  as  spring  was  concerned : 

"  My  bredren,  in  concludement,  'low  me  to  say,  April  is  de 
mos  various  season  ob  de  yeah.  Go  wid  me,  for  example,  down 
to  de  farm  soon  in  de  mornin'.  Dar  you  see  fire  in  de  log  heap, 
and  fross  on  de  fence,  sunshine  one  minit,  and  rain-shower  de 
nex  minit.  De  troof  is,  my  bredren,  if  all  de  months  ob  de  yeah 
war  to  move  into  town  and  set  up  shop  wid  dar  'propriate  sign- 
boards, you  would  see  de  bigges*  letters  on  de  door  ob  April, 
readin'  on  dis  wise :  *  All  sorts  of  wedder  an'  udder  young  vege- 
tables, wid  thunder- showers  an'  strawberries  trowed  in  for  good 
measure.'  " 

At  the  close  of  this  unique  discourse  the  missionary  asked  per- 
mission to  add  one  more  to  the  list  of  April  varieties,  by  organ- 
izing a  Sunday-school,  which  would  be  a  new  thing  for  them. 
One  of  the  leading  brethren  expressed  himself  strongly  in  favor 
of  this  proposition,  saying,  '^  Yes,  sah,  dat  is  jest  what  we  needs, 
in  order  fur  to  carry  de  moral  lightnin'  ob  de  gospel  straight 
home  from  de  pulpit  to  de  family  circus." 

The  next  speaker  took  a  decidedly  business  view  of  the  matter. 
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'^  I  don't  see,"  said  he,  **  de  needcessity  fur  to  take  up  any  more 
time  on  dis  pint  ob  de  subject,  but  now  let  us  go  on  to  de  im- 
portant yariations  concernin'  ob  de  plan  how  to  liff  de  collection 
needful  fur  de  books." 

TWICE   SBVBN   YEARS.  ^ 

A  Sunday-school  in  Montcalm  county,  Michigan,  still  cher- 
ishes the  liveliest  gratitude  toward  the  Sunday-school  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Rome,  N.  Y.,  because  of  aid  rendered  at 
its  organization  fourteen  years  ago,  and  for  fostering  care  be- 
stowed during  its  earlier  years.  A  former  superintendent,  on 
behalf  of  the  school  in  Michigan,  has  recently  conveyed  the  fol- 
lowing expression  of  unfailing  gratitude  to  their  unforgotten 
friends  in  the  Empire  State : 

'^Once  more  our  esteemed  and  mutual  friend.  Missionary 
Densmore,  has  called  to  our  remembrance  the  debt  of  gratitude 
and  love  we  owe  to  you  for  the  timely  help  we  received  from 
your  hands  in  the  organization  of  our  first  Sunday-school  in  this 
our  then  wilderness  home.  Almost  fourteen  years  have  passed 
since  that  time,  and  our  wilderness  has  given  place  to  pleasant 
homes  and  fruitful  fields.  Our  winding  paths,  marked  only  by 
the  woodman's  axe,  have  been  succeeded  by  fine  gravelled  roads. 
The  humble  kitchen,  where  we  met  for  two  years  and  eight 
months  after  our  school  was  organized,  has  given  place  to  a  large 
and  noble  structure.  The  footprints  of  the  deer  and  the  howling 
of  the  wild  denizens  of  the  forest  have  grown  unfamiliar,  and  our 
eyes  and  ears  are  now  accustomed  to  lowing  herds  and  gentle 
flocks.  We  are  blessed  with  railroads  and  thriving  villages,  and 
with  all  the  busy  hum  of  active  life ;  yet  none  of  these  form  a 
more  important  part  of  our  history,  or  are  looked  back  upon 
with  more  grateful  feelings  or  tender  remembrances,  than  is  the 
organization  of  that  first  Sunday-school  for  which  we  are  so 
much  indebted  to  you.  As  I  was  the  choice  of  that  school  as  its 
first  superintendent,  and  remained  such  for  nearly  nine  years,  I 
know  well  the  many  substantial  tokens  of  the  interest  you  felt  in 
us.  Many  were  the  hearts  made  lighter  and  homes  made  hap- 
pier by  the  gifts  received  from  you.  Some  of  the  poor  and 
destitute  of  our  rude  homes  might  perhaps  date  their  first  aspira- 
tions to  be  truly  noble  and  good  to  the  thought  that  somebody 
loved  and  cared  for  them,  even  though  strangers,  and  separated 
by  many  hundreds  of  miles.  In  expression  of  the  gratitude  we 
feel  to  you  who  so  nobly  came  to  our  assistance  in  the  hour  of 
need,  I  can  only  say  from  our  overflowing  hearts,  Thank  you  for 
all  the  kindness  you  have  shown  us.  Long  may  you  be  spared 
to  send  sunshine  and  gladness  to  other  hearts,  other  homes,  and 
other  (leigbborhoods." 
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*^BUSH   aRADUATBS." 

A  lady  reeiding  in  T givee  a  very  amusing  sketch  of  the 

ways  ana  words  of  the  illiterate  men  who  call  themseWes  minis- 
ters, and  exercise  their  gifts  among  the  mountain  regions  of  that 
State.  Upon  completing  the  picture,  she  says  of  these  men  who 
pride  themselves  upon  their  ignorance,  pour  contempt  upon 
education,  and  scoff  at  a  trained  and  paid  ministry : 

"  When  you  count  half  a  dozen  such  men  in  nearly  every 
settlement,  who,  like  sensitive  sores,  are  easily  bruised,  you  see 
how  hard  it  is  to  get  along.  If  any  other  church  starts  a  Sun- 
day-school they  are  greatly  alarmed  lest  that  church  should  pro- 
ject its  faith  and  usages  upon  the  children.  But  if  the  Sunday- 
school  missionary  organizes  and  supplies  the  school,  while  these 
men  still  look  upon  it  slightly  askance,  they  yet  feel  that  some- 
how they  have  cleverly  gained  a  little  from  abroad. 

^^  Some  of  our  best  and  most  sturdy  schools  are  those  planted 
by  that  evangelical  Society  which  appeals  to  no  prejudice,  and 
only  addresses  itself  to  the  understanding  and  heart.  The  im- 
portant truths  it  inculcates  are  broadening  and  elevating  the 
views  of  the  children,  so  that  in  a  few  years,  when  the  untiring 
reaper  shall  have  gathered  home  a  goodly  host  of  these  ^  bush 
graduates,'  our  mountain  districts  will  be  revolutionized  in 
methods  of  thought  and  action  largely  through  the  American 
Sunday-School  Linion." 

"a  sort  op  noah's  ark." 

Alluding  to  the  wide  diversities  of  character  to  be  found  on  the 
frontier,  a  representative  minister  of  the  gospel  from  the  North- 
west, in  pleading  for  the  work  of  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union  not  long  since,  said,  ^'  It  is  the  misfortune,  and  it  may  be 
said  to  be  the  calamity,  of  the  West  that  almost  every  town  and 
settlement  is  a  sort  of  Noah^s  ark,  in  which  are  gathered  repre- 
sentatives of  every  genus  and  species  of  the  ecclesiastical  creation, 
not  always,  however,  so  peaceful  and  happy  as  we  suppose  the 
animal  creation  to  have  been  in  the  ark." 

A  practical  illustration  of  this  comes  now  to  hand  from  a  Ne- 
braska settlement,  in  which  a  missionary  has  been  laboring.  He 
says,  ^^  After  deciding  that  a  Sunday-school  should  be  organized 
here,  my  first  work  was  to  seek  out  a  suitable  person  for  superin- 
tendent. While  engaged  in  this  search  I  drove  up  to  a  little  sod- 
house.  The  tones  of  an  organ  came  pealing  out,  and  I  caught 
sight  of  a  dainty  lace  curtain  in  the  window,  a  dark-green  carpet 
on  the  floor,  and  a  small  case  of  books  in  the  corner.  In  this 
house  of  sod  lived  a  young  lady  who  had  been  educated  in  an 
Eastern  home,  but  reverse  of  fortune  and  ill  health  of  the  father 


liad  driven  the  family  to  the  Nehraska  prairies.  As  I  drove  on 
4roin  one  little  sod-house  to  another  I  found  scarcely  two  families 
^ith  the  same  church  preferences,  and  yet  all  desired  a  Sunday- 
school,  and  nearly  all  seemed  to  miss  keenly  the  religious  ad- 
vantages formerly  possessed  hy  them,  and  to  appreciate  the  offer 
of  help. 

^' Eight  o'clock  found  us  gathered  in  a  larger  sod-house  to 
organize  the  Sunday-school.     The  little  kerosene  lamp  revealed 
many  strange  incongruities   in  that  audience  of  fifty  people. 
Almost  every  class  was  represented,  from  the  rich  cattle  dealer, 
who  owns  ten  thousand  head  of  cattle,  and  who  has  a  most  com- 
fortable home,  down  to  a  poor  Bohemian,  who  lives  in  his  waffon 
and  eats  with  a  wooden  spoon.     Then  there  were  solid  Christian 
men  there  too,  whose  faces  lit  up  with  old-time  joy  as  we  began 
to  sing  just  as  they  used  to  ^back  East.' 

^^  As  I  looked  into  the  faces  of  those  people  I  could  see  that 
memories  were  being  revived,  and  that  thoughts  of  the  old  church 
and  pastor,  and  the  day  when  they  were  accustomed  to  Christian 
^ork,  were  thronging  through  their  minds.  I  felt  that  in  answer 
"to  the  question,  ^  Can  we  not  help  to  build  up  a  Christian  com- 
nunity  here  V  many  a  resolve  was  made,  and  many  a  '  I  can  and 
I  will,*  heard  only  by  God,  was  spoken." 

A   WISE   PBBSCRIPTION. 

"  Our  Sunday-school  is  about  dead,  and  we  expect  to  bury  it 
next  Sunday.  Can't  you  attend  the  funeral  ?*'  was  the  salutation 
recently  given  to  a  well-known  Sunday-school  missionary,  as  he 
was  making  his  way  through  a  little  lumber  town  in  Michigan. 

"I  don't  preach  funeral  sermons,"  responded  the  missionary. 
'^  My  mission  is  to  heal  the  sick  and  raise  the  dead  (Sunday- 
schools)  ;  if  you  will  get  the  people  together,  I  will  try  to  bring 
your  Sunday-school  to  life." 

So  when  the  people  were  assembled,  and  the  missionary  had 
duly  felt  the  pulse  of  the  patient,  he  made  the  following  diagnosis 
of  the  case  and  left  the  following  prescription :  "  I  perceive  that 
you  have  been  running  your  Sunday-school  on  Dr.  Tanner's 
plan  of  going  without  eating  until  he  is  nearly  starved  to  death. 
All  it  needs  is  nourishment.  If  you  will  get  a  good  library  of 
healthy  religious  reading — give  each  pupil  one  of  the  books 
every  Sunday  morning — stimulate  with  good  singing — ^use  the 
lesson  helps  freely  every  night  and  morning  for  tonic — keep 
your  hearts  warm  with  love  to  God  and  each  other,  and  raise 
money  to  pay  your  bills  promptly,  your  Sunday-school  will  soon 
be  strong  and  healthy." 
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LOST  CHILDREN. 


One  evening  last  month,  while  out  on  a  long  tour  to  the  new 
country  of  the  North,  the  sad  news,  ^^A  child  lost  in  the  troocb," 
was  brought  to  the  village  where  I  was  stopping  for  the  night. 
A  shudder  of  sorrow  passed  through  the  hearts  of  the  people, 
and  sympathy  for  the  agonizing  parents  was  keenly  felt  by  all. 
The  circumstances  are  these : 

A  man  with  his  wife  and  two  little  boys,  one  four  and  the 
other  eight  years  old,  living  about  ten  miles  north  of  town,  went 
out  into  the  great  woods,  a  short  distance  from  home,  to  gather 
blueberries.  For  a  while  they  left  the  little  fellow  in  care  of  his 
older  brother.  In  time  they  got  separated,  and  the  youngest 
was  heard  crying  only  a  few  paces  distant.  The  brother  ran  to 
get  him,  but  he  was  gone.  The  parents  hastily  began  to  look, 
but  finding  no  trace  of  the  child,  some  of  the  neighbors  were 
called,  and  the  search  continued  until  dark.  Next  day  a  hun- 
dred joined  the  search,  but  returned  in  the  evening  with  no 
tidings  of  the  lost  boy.  That  night  the  whole  country  and  the 
two  villages  near  were  aroused,  and  the  next  day  business  ceased, 
mills  closed,  and  three  hundred  people  turned  out,  scouring  the 
woods  thoroughly  all  day,  for  miles  around,  but  without  success. 
Weary  and  discouraged,  they  returned  at  night  with  many 
strange  conjectures  as  to  what  had  become  of  the  poor  lost  child. 
Some  thought  that  a  bear  had  carried  him  away ;  some  that  the 
wolves  had  devoured  him ;  others  that  he  had  been  drowned  in 
the  creek  or  sloughs ;  while  others  judged  that  the  Indians  had 
captured  him,  and  so  nearly  all  gave  up  the  search.  Yet  there 
was  a  ray  of  hope.  A  few,  about  a  dozen  persevering  ones,  who 
thought  that  he  was  still  in  the  woods,  renewed  the  search  next 
morning,  and  early  in  the  day  thei/  found  the  child^  alive  bat 
weary,  worn,  hungry,  and  almost  naked.  A  thrill  of  joy  and 
wonderful  relief  from  suspense  was  felt  by  all,  and  none  bat 
those  who  have  had  like  experience  can  ever  imagine  the  gosh 
of  rapture  in  those  parents'  hearts  when  their  long-lost  dariing 
boy  was  restonnl  to  their  bosoms. 

There  is  always  something  more  strangely  sad  in  the  news  of  a 

Kr^on  lost  than  that  of  one  dead ;  but  sadder  than  the  fate  of  this 
tie  boy  lost  for  three  days  is  the  fact  of  the  thoosaods  and 
tens  of  thousands  of  children  in  our  own  land  who  are  oat  of  tlie 
Sabbat h-^hool,  away  from  Christian  sympathy  and  instractioiu 
wanderers  in  earth *s  wilderness  of  sin.  Sadder  yet  the  dango- 
of  their  being  lost  for  eternity !  How  precious  the  prirOege  <rf 
a^arehing  and  finding  the  loet  ones,  and  bringing  them  home  to 
GtKl,  to  Christ,  to  heaven ! 
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FIRST  TO   OBJECT — FIRST  TO  VOTE   YEA. 

"  I  don't  believe  in  Sunday-schools  anyway,  and  I  shall  not 
How  our  new  school-house  to  be  used  for  any  such  piirpose," 
id  a  school  trustee  in  a  fine  farming  community  at  the  West. 
IBut  the  missionary  knew  that  it  was  quite  possible  with  God  to 
^ork  a  change  in  that  man's  opinions ;  so  when  the  new  school- 
liouse  was  completed  last  November,  the  missionary  was  on  hand 
to  pay  our  friend  the  trustee  a  visit.     Following  his  host  about 
the  farm  and  talking  with  his  children,  he  finally  asked  Mr. 
Trustee  if  he  didn't  think  it  would  be  a  good  plan  to  get  the 
neighbors  together  and  have  a  dedication  day  for  their  new  school- 
house.      "Well,  yes,"  was  the  reply,  "I  suppose  that  would 
please  the  children,  and  I  wouldn't  mind  going  myself."     So  the 
first  religious  gathering  was  held  which  had  ever  convened  in 
that  neighborhood.     The  missionary  says  of  this  professedly  anti- 
Sunday-school  trustee,  "  He  was  present  with  all  of  his  family, 
and  I  noticed  that  when  those  wishing  to  unite  in  a  Sunday- 
school  organization  were  requested  to  raise  their  hands,  his  was 
the  first  hand  up.     A  good  man  was  chosen  superintendent,  and 
it  is  believed  that  this  school,  born  in  November,  will  survive  the 
Vrinter  storms." 

ALL  SORTS  OF  BIRTH-PLACES. 

A  missionary  gives  a  sketch  of  some  of  the  places  in  which 
Sunday-schools  have  been  born  : 

"  The  American  Sunday-School  Union  instructs  its  missionaries 
to  organize  Sunday-schools  where  needed.  It  is  not  unfrequently 
the  case  that  there  is  a  demand  for  a  school  where  there  are  no 
suitable  accommodations;  and  so  your  missionary  has  organized 
Sunday-schools  in  the  church,  in  the  beautiful  country  school- 
house,  in  the  private  residence,  in  the  slab  shanty,  in  the  log- 
cabin,  in  the  cattle  ranch,  in  the  sod-house,  in  the  dug-out,  in 
the  lumber  camp,  in  the  depot  building,  in  the  dance  hall,  in  the 
prairie  grove,  in  the  grand  old  woods,  and  last  Sabbath  in  the 
big  saw-mill.  I  have  seen  the  Sunday-school  born  among  the 
rich  with  every  needful  supply,  and  born  without  a  shelter,  with 
none  to  give  a  dime  for  its  outfit.  I  have  seen  the  little  one  be- 
come a  thousand,  the  Sunday-school  of  the  log-cabin  become, 
under  God,  as  a  mighty  moral  lever  underneath  the  community, 
lifting  it  upon  a  higner  plane  of  Christian  light  and  living.  So 
many  of  the  men  our  country  has  delighted  to  honor  have  come 
from  humble  country  homes,  the  American  Sunday-School  Union 
should  make  haste  to  establish  a  Sunday-school  in  every  country 
school  district,  that  as  this  mighty  force  of  intellect  is  coming 
from  these  homes,  it  may  come  richly  laden  with  that  prepara- 
tion, that  furnishing  the  Ghrbtian  religion  alone  can  give. 


■   Mia.  »   »>>.^.  *,m. 
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^'  It  is  not  often  there  is  so  much  enthusiasm  manifested  at  the 
organization  of  a  Sunday-school  as  last  Sabbath  in  the  big  mill. 
The  large  audience,  the  strange  surroundings,  the  beautiful  sit- 
uation, the  lake,  the  pine  forest,  the  beginning  in  the  woods — ^all 
were  inspiring.  Both  schools  organized  last  Sabbath  were  where 
no  religious  meeting  had  ever  been  held,  except  as  the  Indian 
may  have  for  ages  past  here  bowed  before  the  Great  Spirit.  Both 
of  these  schools  will  doubtless  grow  into  churches." 

THE   NEEDS   OF   CALIFORNIA. 

A  missionary  in  California  writes,  "  The  field  is  so  large  that 
I  do  not  know  which  way  to  turn.  In  the  northern  portion  is 
the  field  of  greatest  need ;  there  are  few  ministers  there,  and 
fewer  schools.  There  is  also  much  work  to  be  done  here.  I 
know  of  seven  places  in  the  northwest  of  this  county  where  there 
should  be  large  and  flourishing  Sunday-schools,  but  now  there  are 
none  at  either  point." 

A  pastor's  testimony. 

Rev.  Albert  Bushnell,  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
Geneseo,  111.,  who  has  been  spending  part  of  his  vacation  in  Da- 
kota, writes : 

'*  I  saw,  as  never  before,  the  pressing  need  for  the  missionary 
work  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union.  It  stood  out,  to 
my  mind,  more  forcibly  than  when  I  was  in  Nebraska  three  years 
ago." 

FALLING   AMONG   THIEVES. 

A  Texas  missionary,  one  hundred  miles  from  home,  recently 
had  his  ponies  stolen,  and  was  obliged  to  leave  his  wagon  behind 
him.  By  dint  of  vigorous  pursuit,  however,  the  two  thieves  were 
captured,  and  one  pony  was  recovered.  The  other  pony  had 
been  sold  and  resold,  so  that  it  was  difficult  for  the  owner  to  re- 
gain his  much-needed  property.  Our  faithful  Christian  brother 
is  hoping,  however,  that  his  accustomed  means  of  locomotion  will 
be  provided  in  some  way,  and  meanwhile  his  faith  is  made  stronger 
that  the  final  extermination  of  horse-thieves  in  Texas  must  come 
through  giving  the  children  good  Sunday-schools,  with  sanctified 
literature  in  place  of  the  narratives  of  so-called  thrilling  adven- 
ture, which  in  ten  thousands  of  cases  now  stimulate  the  desire  to 
lead  an  easy  roving  life,  free  from  care  or  restraint. 

TOEES  BROKEN  AND  HEARTS  TOUCHED. 

From  Kansas  comes  the  recital  of  a  delightful  Christian  expe- 
rience in  a  missionary's  work  : 

"  The  ponies  floundered  through  the  mud  and  water  en  route 
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t;o  Rock  8chool-hou8e.     On  Saturday  there  was  a  meeting  to 
organize  a  township   Sunday-school   convention.      These  little 
lome-gatherings  of  workers  of  five  or  six  neighboring  schools  I 
lave  found  very  helpful.     In  the  afternoon  the  association  was 
'formed,  and  got  into  working  order.     Then,  although  the  night 
^as  very  dark,  many  people  came  through  the  mud  to  our  meet- 
ing.    We  had  three  meetings  on  the  Sabbath.     In  my  little  meet- 
ing in  a  wayside  school-house  I  had  about  fifty  people.     Next 
day  I  visited  the  day-school  and  some  families.     The  horses  broke 
the  neck-yoke  of  my  wagon  while  I  was  in  the  school-house.    The 
children  were  very  sorry  for  me,  you  may  be  sure.     After  giving 
some  papers  all  round,  I  went  to  town  to  get  the  damage  repaired, 
and  got  back  after  dark.     About  half  way,  I  met  a  man  on  horse- 
back.    He  proved  to  be  mine  host,  whose  wife,  fearing  I  might 
take  cold,  had  sent  her  husband  to  meet  me  with  my  overcoat, 
which  I  had   left,  it   being  a  mild  day.     He   said,  'We  was 
afraid  ye  would  take  cold ;  we  guessed  ye'd  been  kept  in  the 
Wagon  shop.'      I  had  met  them  for  the  first  time  two  days 
before. 

"  There  were  four  children,  one  daughter  about  eighteen  years 
old,  and  three  sons,  aged  severally  fourteen,  ten,  and  six  years. 
I  had  given  the  Sunday-school  lesson  papers.     These  children 
had  theirs.     I  spent  the  evening  showing  them  how  to  study  the 
lesson ;  the  least  boy  was  unable  to  answer  the  question  as  to  who 
made  the  world — he  was  a  bright  little  fellow,  too.     In  reply  he 
said,   'Well,  that    I   don't  know — I  haven't  learnt  that  yet.' 
After  going  over  the  lesson  in  this  class  of  four  (parents  looking 
on),  we  sang  several  hymns,  the  last  being,  '  Shall  we  gather  at 
the  river.'     Then  the  question  came.  What  river,  and  where? 
I  got  the  book  and  read  about  the  crystal  stream,  the  trees,  the 
fruit,  the  leaves,  the  fountain  of  the  river,  and  so  on,  all  through 
the  picturesque  chapter.     Then  I  knelt,  while  all  remained  seated, 
and  asked  God  to  send  the  Holy  Ghost  on  the  boys  and  girl  now. 
I  told  God  the  case  of  each  one  separately,  and  by  name.     I  fin- 
ished.    Then  the  sound  of  the  clock  was  heard  as  it  measured  off 
the  moments,  broken  only  by  the  sound  of  weeping  of  parents 
and  children.      The  silence  was   eloquent   for   many  minutes. 
Finally  the  father   said,  'Ah,  that  neck-yoke  o'  yourn  didn't 
break  for  nothin'.' 

"  The  mother  said,  '  I  feel  rebuked — I  have  not  been  as  care- 
ful to  teach  and  talk  to  my  children  as  I  ought,  and  it  seems  you 
have  been  detained  here  for  that  purpose.' 

"  There  were  no  books  but  the  Bible  in  the  house.  I  supplied 
some  which  will  begin  to  educate  the  children  to  love  good  read- 
ing, and  make  home  attractive." 
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THE   SLOWEST  FUNERAL   ON   RECORD. 

A  missionary  writes  that  an  old  lady,  who  was  his  hostess  upon 
a  recent  Sabbath,  said  to  him,  before  service  on  Sunday  morning, 
*'  Stranger,  I  am  afraid  you  won't  have  a  big  crowd  to  hear  you 
to-day.  You  see  there  is  going  to  be  a  big  funeral  over  here 
about  five  miles,  of  old  Mr.  Thomas.  You  see  he  was  a  power- 
ful good  man  and  a  powerful  smart  man,  and  everybody  will  want 
to  go.  Then  his  wife,  she  was  a  powerful  good  woman,  too. 
Good  old  Mr.  Thomas,  he  died  a  long  time  ago — about  fourteen 
years ;  and  old  sister  Thomas,  she  died  about  six  months  ago, 
and  as  they  had  never  had  his  funeral  they  decided  to  have  both 
of  them  at  the  same  time,  and  together." 

Where  the  people  are  so  sluggish,  even  about  paying  honor  to 
their  own  respected  dead,  is  it  any  wonder  that  outside  mission- 
ary efibrt  is  called  for  to  arouse  those  who  are  dead  in  trespasses 
and  sins  ? 

"I   KNOW   WHERE   YOU   ARE   aOING." 

Earlier  than  most  people  imagine  children  get  an  impression 
concerning  the  direction  in  which  the  footsteps  of  their  seniors 
are  tending.  A  Southwestern  missionary  acknowledges  this  fact, 
and  at  the  same  time  comforts  himself  with  the  assurance  that 
boys  remember  any  effort  that  is  made  to  set  their  feet  in  the 
right  way.  He  says,  "  In  passing  through  my  field  I  stopped  at 
a  place  where  travellers  are  accommodated  to  get  dinner.  While 
waiting  I  tried  to  improve  the  time  by  giving  religious  instruction 
to  a  little  son  of  the  lady  in  charge.  Almost  a  year  had  gone 
by  when,  in  passing  that  way,  I  had  occasion  to  stop  at  the  same 
place  for  the  same  purpose.  While  eating  my  dinner  the  boy 
came  up  to  the  table,  and  looking  at  me  intently  for  some 
moments,  said,  *  I  know  where  you  are  going  when  you  die !' 
*  Where  do  you  think  ?'  I  said.  '  Up  yonder,'  he  replied,  sol- 
emnly, pointing  with  his  finger.  Another  conversation  ensued, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  the  first  impressions  made  by  the 
missionary  had  been  by  no  means  lost." 

THE  SCHOOL  BREAEINO   GROUND   FOR   THE   CHURCH. 

One  of  our  missionaries  in  Kansas  shows  how  the  Sabbath- 
school  becomes  the  forerunner  of  the  church.  More  direct  tes- 
timony to  that  fact  could  not  be  furnished  than  what  follows,  viz. : 

'^  I  have  been  permitted  to  see  work  bearing  fruit.  Last  Sep- 
tember I  organized  a  new  school  in  a  new  settlement,  where  no 
religious  meetings  had  ever  been  held.  Only  twelve  persons  were 
at  the  first  meeting,  which  was  ]ield  in  a  small  stone  dug-out. 
From  this  small  beginning  a  Sunday-school  has  grown,  ranking 
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among  the  first  of  fifty-seven  in  the  country  for  eflSciency  and 
number  of  conversions.  A  church  organization  has  grown  out 
of  this  school. 

^^  Twenty-five  other  schools  have  been  organized,  into  which 
bave  been  gathered,  as  teachers  and  scholars,  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-five  persons.     At  seven  of  these  points  no  religious  meet- 
ings had  ever  been  held  previous  to  the  planting  of  the  Bible- 
school.     Regular  preaching  services  have  followed  at  all  these 
points.     To  accomplish  this  it  has  been  necessary  to  travel  three 
thousand  six  hundred  and  nine  miles  on  horseback.     Two  gentle- 
men called  on  me  to-day  and  informed   me   that  three  Bible- 
schools  I  assisted  in  organizing  last  winter  at  places  where  I  was 
told  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  so  at  that  time  were  all  in  good 
:flourishing  condition,    the   average  attendance   in   one  of  the 
schools  for  the  last  quarter  being  forty-two,  which  is  very  large, 
when  we  consider  some  who  attend  have  to  travel  four  miles.'* 

GBTTING    UP   A    CLUB — NO   OHROMOS   OFFERED. 

All  sorts  of  devices,  used  as  signals  for  bringing  together  the 
people  at  an  appointed  place  of  meeting  in  frontier  neighbor- 
hoods, have  been  from  time  to  time  reported  by  missionaries  of 
the  American  Sunday-School  Union.  The  sending  of  special 
messengers  on  foot  or  on  bare-back  ponies,  the  ringing  of  a  din- 
ner-bell, the  blowing  of  a  tin  horn  or  of  a  cow's  horn,  the  light- 
ing of  a  fire  to  send  up  a  column  of  smoke, — all  these,  and  other 
plans  for  informing  the  people  that  a  meeting  is  to  be  held,  are 
constantly  resorted  to. 

But  here  comes  a  new  device  from  Texas,  and  it  is  one  which 
doubtless  commends  itself  to  all  newspaper  men,  for  it  is  nothing 
short  of  the  modern  and  popular  plan  of  getting  up  a  club.  This 
Texas  club,  however,  is  a  huge  hickory  stick,  with  which  the  man 
who  performs  the  duties  of  sexton  strikes  the  side  of  the  school- 
house  with  all  his  might,  thus  making  the  oak  boards  rattle,  and 
making  the  welkin  ring  for  a  great  distance  around.  When  the 
people  hear  this  rattle  they  know  it  is  time  for  the  meeting  to 
"  take  on." 

"EXODUSTERS." 

About  thirty  families  of  colored  people,  who  had  come  to  Kan- 
sas in  the  recent  exodus  of  blacks  from  certain  localities  in  the 
South,  were  found  by  a  missionary  living  in  little  sheds  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  coal  mines  in  the  southern  portion  of  that 
State.  These  people,  whom  the  missionary  terms  "Exodusters," 
were  found  to  be,  most  of  them,  professing  Christians.  They 
had  made  an  attempt  to  have  a  Sunday-school,  but  had  no  books, 


94 

and  did  not  know  what  was  best  for  them  to  get  in  that  line,  nor 
where  to  procure  them,  even  if  they  had  the  money. 

The  missionary  made  arrangements  to  meet  them  the  following 
Sabbath,  and  went  on  his  way.  Returning  at  the  hour  appoint- 
ed, he  found  thirty  or  forty  colored  people  of  all  ages  assembled. 
Their  head  man  was  trying  to  teach  a  few  of  the  colored  people, 
while  the  younger  ones  looked  vacantly  on.  The  first  remark  of 
the  leader  which  greeted  the  ears  of  the  missionary  was,  *'  Wa'al, 
brudder  Jones,  what  be  your  'pinion  'bout  dat  are  varse?" 
Brother  Jones's  opinion  was  not  very  lucid,  and  observing  the 
missionary,  the  leader  hastened  to  say,  "Now  de  gemmen  am 
come,  we'll  hear  him  lectur'  to  us,  and  tell  us  what  to  do." 

Being  supplied  with  singing-books,  Sunday-school  literature, 
and  Bibles  and  Testaments,  the  missionary  proceeded  to  put  the 
assemblage  into  proper  order,  and  equip  it  as  a  Bible-school. 
Being  natural  lovers  of  music,  the  people  sang  lustily ;  then  they 
joined  in  the  responsive  reading  as  best  they  could.  The  younger 
ones  were  most  proficient  in  reading,  so  a  bright  mulatto  boy 
was  made  secretary,  and  a  black  boy  of  ten  librarian. 

The  books  and  helps  they  were  told  would  be  in  part  given  to 
them,  but  they  were  asked  how  much  they  could  do  for  them- 
selves, and  seventy  cents  were  paid  in  at  once. 

Finally,  several  adults  grouped  themselves  in  one  corner  of 
the  room  for  consultation.  The  missionary  found  that  the  pur- 
pose of  this  mysterious  conference  was  to  decide  whether  it  would 
be  safe  to  trust  the  money  in  his  hands.  At  last  they  called 
him,  and  said,  "We  wants  to  ask  you  a  question,  sah.  What 
church  do  you  belong  to,  sah  ?    We  be  mos'  all  Baptist  heah,  sah." 

Again,  as  before,  the  nature  and  working  of  the  American 
Sunday-School  Union  was  explained  to  them,  and  they  concluded 
to  trust  its  missionary  with  their  seventy  cents. 

NOT  FAR  ENOUGH. 

A  boy  told  a  Virginia  missionary  the  other  day  that  he  went 
to  Sunday-school  "when  he  had  nothing  else  to  do,"  and  de- 
clared that  in  Sunday-school  he  had  "studied  a  heap  of  things, 
and  learned  right  smart."  Whereupon,  the  missionary  asked 
him  what  he  had  learned  about  Jesus;  to  which  inquiry  the  lad 
made  answer,  "We  hain't  got  that  far  yet."  And  the  mission- 
ary feels  obliged  to  make  the  sad  confession  that  many  schools 
that  have  been  long  in  existence  seem  not  to  have  "got  that  far 
yet."    He  says,  "Vital  truths  and  doctrines  are  sadly  neglected." 

AN  UNFRIENDLY  WOMAN. 

Frontier  Sunday-school  work  usually  finds  its  strongest  allies 
and  best  helpers  among  women.     Mothers  and  sisters  generally 
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appreciate  to  some  extent  the  salntary  restraints  of  God's  grace 

in  the  community  and  in  the  home.     An  exception  to  this  rule 

^^nst,  however,  be  chronicled  in  the  case  of  a  woman  found  in 

T^xas.     She  abused  her  husband  roundly  for  inviting  the  Sun- 

y-school  missionary  to   spend  a   night  at   their  house,   and 

Ithough  the  nominal  head  of  the  house  is  a  strong  friend  of 

unday-schools  and  insisted  upon  having  the  missionary  remain 

ith  him,  yet  the  wife  gained  her  point  and  drove  the  missionary 

seek  other  quarters,  declaring  that  she  would  take  a  gun  and 

^lioot  all  the  mules  on  the  farm  if  he  didn't  leave. 

CAPTURING    UNCLE   TOMMY. 

A  wise  worker  in  Texas  finds  that  he  has  to  contend  against 
^>old  indifierence  on  the  one  hand,  as  exhibited  by  professing 
Christians  who  claim  that  the  decrees  of  God  have  settled  from 
^11  eternity  who  shall  be  saved,  and  emotional  Christianity  on 
the  other  hand,  as  exhibited  by  those  whose  occasional  periods  of 
lieated  religious  excitement  are  followed  by  limp  reaction.     Con- 
cerning these  two  classes,  the  missionary  exclaims,  "  How  to 
make  the  hard-shell  softer,  and  the  soft-shell  harder,  is,  indeed, 
a  problem  to  be  solved." 

One  instance  of  his  success  in  solving  the  first  half  of  the 
problem  he  gives :  ^^  In  a  locality  fixed  upon  for  the  organization 
of  a  Sunday-school,  Uncle  Tommy  was  the  patriarch  of  the 
neighborhood,  the  leader  of  the  church  (hard-shell),  and  the 
original  owner  of  the  ground  on  which  the  school-house  stands. 
For  any  one  to  oppose  '  Old  Uncle  Tommy,*  as  he  is  familiarly 
called,  is  considered  a  very  serious  matter,  and  one  likely  to 
bring  ruin  upon  the  community. 

"  Obtaining  the  consent  of  the  trustees,  I  held  a  meeting  in 

the  school-house,  which  resulted  in  the  partial  organization  of  a 

Sunday-school,  and  promised  to  be  present  at  their  first  session 

on  Sunday  morning  to  help  complete  the  work.     Upon  arriving 

at  the  place,  however,  at  the  appointed  hour,  I  was  surprised  to 

find  no  one  present.     A  young  man  soon  appeared  and  solved 

the  mystery  by  explaining  that  Uncle  Tommy  seriously  objected 

to  the  Sunday-school,  and  said  that  in  making  the  deed  to  the 

land  upon  which  the  house  stood,  he  had  expressly  prohibited 

Sunday-schools  and  protracted  meetings.     This  was  disputed  by 

some,  80  I  dismissed  the  few  who  came,  telling  them  that  I  would 

Tisit  the  county-seat  the  next  day  and  examine  the  records. 

"  That  promise  I  kept,  and  finding  the  way  clear  to  our  use 
of  the  school-house,  so  far  as  the  law  is  concerned,  I  appeared 
again  upon  the  scene,  and  began  a  second  canvass  with  renewed 
md.     I  was  warned  not  to  go  near  Uncle  Tommy,  as  I  would 
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be  sure  to  receive  insult,  and  there  were  even  hints  that  his  old 
shot-gun  might  be  brought  into  requisition. 

^^  I  told  the  people  that  Uncle  Tommy  was  one  of  the  first 
men  I  should  see,  relying  upon  the  truth  that  ^  a  soft  answer 
tumeth  away  wrath.'  As  I  approached  his  house  my  heart  beat 
rapidly,  for  I  knew  that  if  I  could  capture  Uncle  Tommy  the 
citadel  was  taken.  I  found  him  at  work,  shook  hands  with  him, 
and  at  once  took  hold  to  render  him  some  assistance. 

"  '  I  suppose  this  is  brother  W ,'  I  began.     '  My  name  is 

G .     Perhaps  you  have  heard  of  my  being  around  to  organise 

Bible-schools?*  'Yes,  I  have,*  was  the  reply,  'and  I  am  aston- 
ished that  a  nice  man  like  you  should  be  around  doing  such  a 
thing.*  Somewhat  pleased  with  the  compliment,  I  did  not  inter- 
rupt him.  '  You  know,  as  well  as  I  do,*  he  continued,  *  that 
Sunday-schools  have  ruined  this  country.  When  we  whipped 
England,  she  said  she  would  get  even  with  us  some  day,  so  she 
started  up  Sunday-schools,  and  sent  them  over  here  to  pay  us 
back.  If  you  have  a  Sunday-school  here  the  boys  will  probably 
get  into  my  orchard,  and  you  mustn't  be  surprised  if  some  of 
'em  get  shot  into  their  legs.' 

"  In  spite  of  this  I  urged  the  presence  of  Uncle  Tommy  at  the 
meeting,  and  he  came.  I  treated  him  with  great  respect,  asked 
him  to  lead  in  prayer,  and  once,  when  the  superintendent  missed 

a  question,  I  asked  brother  W to  explain,  which,  fortunately, 

he  was  able  to  do.  I  then  turned  to  the  Scripture,  and  showed 
that  the  explanation  given  was  correct.  Before  we  got  through 
Uncle  Tommy  actually  took  part  in  the  work  of  organizing  a 
Sunday-school.  The  people  were  greatly  surprised,  but  I  was 
not,  for  I  remembered  the  love  that  can  break  down  every 
barrier." 

MANHOOD   OF   THE   NEW   WEST. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Cook  is  reported  as  having  said  recently  to 
a  citizen  of  Nebraska,  "  The  youth  of  the  West  will  be  short ; 
her  middle  age  will  be  long ;  what  her  manhood  will  be  depends 
upon  the  training  and  shaping  of  her  youth." 

As  showing  what  is  being  attempted  in  the  way  of  practical 
work  towards  training  and  shaping  the  youth  of  Nebraska,  a  wise 
and  persevering  missionary  says,  "As  a  general  thing,  the  peo- 
ple who  come  here  are  without  settled  religious  principle,  and 
coming  from  various  localities,  and  with  widely  different  habits, 
it  is  by  no  means  easy  to  assimilate  their  tastes  and  preferences. 
The  raw  material,  as  we  get  it,  must  be  milled  together^  and  the 
new  community  coined  from  it.  Our  purpose  is  to  put  these 
various  elements — in  all  of  which  we  find  some  good  one — through 
our  Sunday-school  mill,  so  as  to  bring  out  a  people  that  shall  be 
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every  time  900  fine.  Some  of  oar  little  communities  seem  even 
now  to  come  up  to  this  standard,  but  it  is  a  sad  fact  that  the 
greater  number  fall  far  below  it.  This  is  a  great  work,  and  not 
easy  of  accomplishment,  nor  dare  I  hope  that  it  will  be  quickly 
done.     The  mills  grind  slowly,  but  they  grind." 

THANKS   FOR   DONATIONS. 

In  one  of  the  counties  of  Western  Pennsylvania  a  Sunday- 
school  of  twenty  scholars  was  gathered.  They  sent  a  very  liberal 
sum,  in  proportion  to  their  scanty  means,  for  lesson  h^lps  and 
books.  A  grant  of  books  was  added,  and  the  letter  below  will 
show  how  the  "blue**  library  was  received: 

"  I  was  requested  by  the  Union  Sabbath-school  of  this  place 
to  write  to  you  and  tell  you  how  well  we  like  the  library ;  also 
to  thank  you  for  the  donation  that  was  so  kindly  given  us.  The 
library  is  far  better  than  we  expected  for  the  money  that  was 
sent,  and  we  think  that  your  motto  must  have  been  ^  the  greatest 
good  to  the  greatest  number,'  while  selecting  it.  Last  summer 
we  had  no  Sabbath-school,  because  the  people  could  not  aflFord 
(or  thought  they  could  not  afford)  to  get  a  library ;  and  here  in 
the  country,  where  scholars  have  so  far  to  come,  there  must  be 
something  to  entice  them,  and  what  would  entice  them  more  than 
what  we  now  have  ?  We  were  in  need  of  Bibles,  hymn-books^ 
and  Testaments ;  but  now,  with  what  you  have  sent  us,  we  can 
get  along  nicely.  The  appropriation  was  received  with  thankful 
hearts  from  the  older  ones ;  and  if  you  could  have  seen  the  little- 
folks,  I  am  sure  you  would  think  that  they  were  thankful  too. 
*  Oh,  what  a  pretty  library  !'  was  echoed  and  re-echoed  throuffk 
the  room  when  they  first  saw  it,  but  they  only  saw  the  bright 
bindings ;  but  when  they  read,  they  will  likely  find  that  the  in- 
side is  better  than  the  outside.  May  the  Giver  of  every  good  and 
perfect  gift  reward  you  for  what  you  have  done  for  us  !** 

TWO    MODBL   SUPERINTENDENTS. 

A  missionary  writes  of  two  superintendents,  whose  good  work 
may  stimulate  others : 

*'  I  want  now  to  tell  you  of  two  superintendents  whom  I  have 
met  since  I  came  here.  One  was  the  superintendent  of  the  first 
Sunday-school  I  ever  attended.  He  is  now  seventy-eight  years 
old,  and  has  been  superintendent  of  Sunday-schools  for  more 
than  forty  years,  ever  since  they  had  an  existence  in  this  part 
of  the  country.  He  is  now  superintendent  of  a  large  and  suc- 
cessful school  in  this  county.  He  never  used  the  International 
Lessons  until  this  year.  His  testimony  concerning  them  is,  ^  I 
wouldn't  be  without  them.* 
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*'lTie  other  has  been  Bnpcrin  ten  dent  of  his  present  school  for 
six  years,  and  daring  that  time  has  been  absent  only  seven  times 
— three  times  on  church  work,  once  at  the  Centennial,  and  three 
times  risiting  his  old  home  in  £ast  Virginia.  He  has  never 
varied  five  minates  in  opening  his  school  on  time,  often  foregoing 
self-interest  and  pleasare  to  attend  to  his  school." 

AX    rSKNOWN   erVER   AND  AN    UNEXPECTED   GIFT. 

Many  years  ago«  when  the  towns  as  well  as  the  settlements  in 
Iowa  were  comparatively  new,  the  Rev.  Dexter  P.  Smith  was 
efficiently  prosecuting  the  work  of  founding  and  sustaining 
Sunday-schools  in  the  territory,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union.  On  one  occasion  he  presented 
the  claim:$  of  the  Union  in  a  church  in  Davenport.  The  collect- 
ors found  in  the  boxes  at  the  close  of  the  service  a  pledge  of  one 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  at  the  bank  on  a  certain  future  day, 
which  was  named.  None  in  the  church,  however,  knew  the  hand- 
writing or  recognized  the  signature,  and  on  application  no  light 
could  bo  given  by  the  bank  officers.  The  paper  was  therefore 
reganleil  as  a  worthless  "  hoax.''  As  the  day  designated  ap- 
pn>acho<l  the  pastor  of  the  church  was  accosted  on  the  street  by 
a  9trangtT,  who  referred  to  the  strange  subscription,  and  asked 
if  the  j>astor  could  transmit  the  money  to  Mr.  Smith  for  the  work 
of  the  Union.  On  replying  in  the  affirmative,  the  stranger 
handiHl  the  pastor  a  bag  containing  one  thousand  dollars  in  gold, 
and  quickly  disappeared.  So  unexpected  was  the  interview  that 
tho  {>astor  ilid  not  recover  his  surprise  sufficiently  to  ask  either 
tho  avldrcss  or  the  correct  name  of  the  strange  giver,  and  all 
^flort^  to  truce  lum  afterward  proved  fruitless.  The  contribution, 
l^ii  unusually  largo  one  for  those  days  (nearly  twenty-five  years 
^i^)%  and  tor  that  new  region,  however  gave  an  impulse  to  the 
\'HUHO  of  Tuion  schools,  which  lasted  for  many  years;  and  the 
\{\\.  Poxior  l\  Smith  now  finds  that  of  the  1200  to  1500 
Sundav^HohooIs  established  by  the  Union  in  that  state  during 
ihat  period,  uuvnv  wore  the  predecessors  of  what  are  now  large 
^\\\\  Hvmrinhing  clnirches,  though  few  in  those  churches  of  to-day 
l^fV  a^avo  of  the  faithful,  but  humble,  efforts  which  ''opened  the 
vav  "  for  I  horn  in  the  then  frontier  regions  of  Iowa. 

»*  NOT    AN    KXPKUIMENT,    BUT   A   SUNDAY-SCHOOL.*' 

A  linlooiuninunity  in  Iowa,  within  whose  borders  there  had 
uay^v  hooh  a  Horuion  preached  or  public  prayer  offered,  was  stirred 
l^ilinMtian  >^ork  by  one  of  our  missionaries,  and  their  deter- 
uA\^^[  »oal  found  oxprossion  one  year  ago  in  the  declaration,  when 
fck^y  \\\\iUs  noliool  was  formed,  ^^Now  this  shall  not  be  an  exper- 
)ll^ti  but  »  Huuday-school.*' 
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A  cordial  letter  from  the  superintendent  of  this  school  to  the 
missionary  who  formed  it  seems  to  indicate  that  the  resolve  will 
be  maintained.  He  writes,  '^  We  all  want  to  see  the  man  who 
assisted  in  organizing  our  Sunday-school.  We  will  endeavor  in 
future  to  do  all  we  can  for  you,  for  we  could  not  have  lived  until 
this  time  had  it  not  been  for  that  Society/' 

NEW    SUNDAY-SCHOOLS  IN   DAKOTA. 

"We  had  a  most  precious  day  yesterday.  Organized  two  new 
Sunday-schools,  ana  set  about  seventy-five  people  to  work  who 
have  been  doing  nothing  in  Sunday-school  work  for  some  time. 
In  the  afternoon  we  organized  in  a  town  where  there  were  four 
different  denominations,  and  all  had  their  ministers,  but  not  a 
single  Sunday-school  have  they  had.  It  is  surprising  to  see  how 
much  talent  and  latent  power  there  is  lying  idle,  and  just  wanting 
some  one  to  stir  them  up.*' 

QRATEFUL  TESTIMONIES. 

The  secretary  of  a  Sunday-school  in  Dakota  Territory  tenders 
the  heartfelt  thanks  of  teachers  and  scholars  for  the  gift  of  a  map 
of  Asia  Minor  and  Palestine,  and  says: 

"We  also  hope  and  pray  that  your  life  may  be  favored  of  our 
heavenly  Father,  and  that  he  may  in  mercy  'portion  your  cup,* 
giving  no  more  of  the  bitter,  or  of  the  thorn,  than  is  necessary 
for  you  to  enjoy  the  sweet  things  of  life,  or  to  appreciate  fully 
the  roses." 

A  Sunday-school  in  Georgia  lost  all  its  library-books.  Bibles, 
teaching  helps,  "and  everything  else,"  by  the  burning  of  the 
school-house  in  which  the  meetings  were  held.  An  application 
to  the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  through  one  of  its  mis- 
sionaries, secured  a  grant  of  books,  etc.,  which  were  thankfully 
acknowledged :  • 

"  The  donation  of  books  came  to  hand  to-day.  The  school 
were  surprised  at  the  ready  and  speedy  response  to  our  call  for 
help.  I  cannot  but  feel  thankful  that  God  in  his  providence 
has  raised  up  such  a  power  for  good  as  the  'Union.'  May  he 
who  '  holds  the  world  as  his  own '  watch  over  and  bless  its  every 
effort.  The  school,  at  its  session  to-day,  passed  the  following : 
RcHolvedj  That  we  return  our  most  hearty  and  sincere  thanks  to 
the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  which  has  so  nobly  come  to 
our  help  in  our  hour  of  need ;  *  *  *  and  that  we  recognize  in 
this  act  of  the  '  Union  *  the  noble  purpose  for  which  it  was  organ- 
ized, and  the  blessed  message  of  love  it  is  carrying  to  thousands 
of  faithful  hearts  in  all  this  land  of  the  'Sunny  South.'" 
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THE  SHELL  RIYBR  OOUNTRT. 


In  Northern  Minnesota,  bordering  upon  the  White  Earth  In- 
dian Reservation,  is  a  new  region  fast  becoming  known  as  the 
Shell  River  country.  It  is  little  more  than  one  year  since  the 
first  settler  found  his  way  into  this  fair  section.  Now,  upon 
three  beautiful  prairies,  stretching  for  twenty-five  miles  along 
the  Shell  River,  there  are  not  less  than  three  hundred  families. 

Recently,  an  active  Sunday-school  missionary  explored  the 
three  prairies,  and  finally  began  his  work  among  the  people  on 
what  is  known  as  Third  Prairie.  From  the  homesteader's  cabin 
which  he  made  his  headquarters,  a  bright  twelve-year-old  girl 
sallied  forth  on  a  bare-backed  pony  to  give  every  family  in  the 
settlement  notice  of  his  presence.  In  this  same  humble  dwelling 
of  unhewn  logs,  "shake  roof,**  and  ground  floor,  the  people  as- 
sembled to  take  action  in  the  matter  of  teaching  God's  word  reg- 
ularly to  all  the  children  of  that  district.  Seep  interest  was 
shown,  and  the  first  Sunday-school  in  Cass  county,  Minnesota, 
was  there  organized,  and  there  it  will  continue  to  hold  its  sessions 
until  the  new  school-house  is  ready  to  open  its  doors  in  friendly 
welcome,  at  some  time  during  this  autumn. 

Though  this  first  Sunday-school  in  a  new  country  was  not 
quite  obliged  to  find  its  cradle  in  a  manger,  yet  the  missionary 
who  spent  the  night  in  the  house  where  it  was  bom  was  obliged 
to  climb  over  trunks  and  boxes  to  the  loft  of  the  cabin,  which 
had  no  floor,  and  there  rest  his  weary  body,  and  dream  of  the 
future  of  Third  Prairie  Sunday-school  upon  a  bed  of  hay  upon 
poles. 

Next  day  the  missionary  drove  back  to  First  Prairie,  and  there, 
in  the  house  of  the  storekeeper,  hard  by  the  new  saw-mill,  he 
formed  another  Sunday-school.  This  organization  also  is  waiting 
now  the  erection  of  a  new  school-house. 

Two  new  school-houses  and  two  new  Sunday-schools  wiU  help 
the  people  of  Shell  River  country  to  start  things  aright. 

LEADING.  THEM   INTO   SERVICE. 

"  If  any  man  will  do  his  will,  he  shall  know  of  the  doctrine," 
said  Christ.  Acting  upon  this  instruction,  a  Michigan  missionary 
says  it  has  been  his  privilege  to  induce  not  a  few  diffident  young 
men  and  retiring  women  to  go  forward  and  assume  positions  of 
responsibility  and  trust  in  the  Sunday-school.  From  some  of 
these  he  hears  such  expressions  as  these :  "  I  would  never  have 
thought  I  could  do  anything  had  it  not  been  for  you."  "All  I 
am  as  a  Christian  worker  I  owe  to  you."  "I  thank  Grod  and 
I  thank  you  for  leading  me  into  this  work." 

In  illustration  of  the  happy  results  of  leading  people  to  grow 
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in  grace  by  engaging  in  Christian  service,  the  missionary  says, 
^^  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  a  man  who  used  to  spend  nis 
time  as  a  hunter  and  fiddler.  He  was  very  ignorant  when  con- 
verted, but  since  has  tried  to  learn  all  he  could,  and  God  has 
done  great  things  for  him.  He  has,  for  about  two  years,  had 
charge  of  a  Sunday-school  I  organized,  and  has  met  with  great 
success.  The  first  letter  he  ever  wrote  was  to  me.  It  was  a 
queer  specimen,  but  I  was  glad  to  get  it.  A  young  man,  whose 
education  was  very  deficient,  became  a  Christian  two  years  ago. 
I  urged  him  to  study  and  to  work,  teaching  a  class  in  Sunday- 
school.  Two  weeks  ago  he  was  chosen  superintendent.  We  can 
thank  God  for  the  Sunday-school,  as  afield  of  Christian  activity." 

GRATEFUL  APPRECIATION. 

The  missionaries  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  keenly 
miss  two  very  important  helps,  which  might  be  a  powerful  inspir- 
ation to  them  in  their  labor  could  they  be  possessed. 

In  the  first  place,  they  are  laboring  in  fields  widely  remote 
from  each  other  in  this  great  country,  and  cannot  often  meet 
together  to  compare  methods,  and  to  gain  such  advantage  as 
would  come  from  companionship  With  those  laboring  in  the  same 
cause.  Nor  can  they  easily  know  what  manner  of  men  their 
brethren  in  service  really  are. 

In  the  second  place,  while  they  write  many  letters  and  reports, 
they  do  not  often  have  the  privilege  of  a  response,  nor  the  en- 
couragement of  knowing  that  their  service  is  appreciated  by  the 
Lord's  people. 

Rev.  W.  L.  Gage,  D.D.,  a  well-known  pastor  in  Hartford, 
Conn.,  haB  recently  made  an  extended  tour  in  the  Northwest, 
and  upon  his  return,  among  other  words  spoken  to  his  people 
commendatory  of  the  American  Sunday-Scnool  Union,  he  had 
the  following  kind  and  just  words  to  utter  concerning  its  mis- 
sionaries :  '^  I  made  the  acquaintance  of  some  of  these  men,  I  saw 
them  in  their  work,  I  travelled  with  them  day  after  day,  and  out 
of  this  protracted  experience  of  their  methods  and  their  personal 
traits,  1  can  truly  and  emphatically  say  that  no  class  of  men 
whom  I  have  ever  met  exceed  them  in  fidelity,  lovableness,  and 
fitness  for  their  task.  I  record  with  joy  that  it  was  an  inspir- 
ation and  a  consecration  to  be  with  them.  I  wish  that  I  might 
mention  the  names  of  those  whom  I  met,  and  of  others  of  whose 
aptness  and  zeal  I  heard  much,  but  it  is  not  well." 

A   NOYBL  WAT  OP  MAKING   APPOINTMENTS. 

At  Bamesville,  Minnesota,  twenty-three  miles  from  my  present 
headauarters,  I  organized  a  good  school  of  forty  in  membership. 
I  had  been  watching  the  place  for  seyeral  months.     A  Scanai- 
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navian  woman  asked  me  to  send  her  a  Bible.  We  made  her 
assistant  superintendent.  When  I  visited  it  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  organization,  I  heard  of  a  Scotch  settlement  five  miles 
to  the  north,  but  as  the  trains  did  not  stop  there,  I  was  at  a  loss 
to  see  how  I  could  reach  it.  But  I  hit  on  this  plan :  I  fastened 
a  card  to  a  spike  and  threw  it  out  from  the  car  as  we  passed 
along  towards  the  Section  House.  An  old  man,  who  was  sitting 
outside  of  his  house,  hobbled  out  and  picked  up  my  message. 
After  reading  it  he  took  oS  his  hat  and  waved  it.  I  returned 
the  salutation  in  the  same  way.  In  that  manner  the  time  for  the 
first  meeting  was  fixed,  and  when  I  went  to  it  I  walked  eleven 
miles,  and  considered  myself  amply  rewarded  by  finding  twenty- 
three  people  gathered  together.  The  old  man  had  just  come 
from  Scotland,  where  he  had  been  a  member  of  the  late  Dr. 
Guthrie's  church. 

A   GOOD   SERMON  AND   CONTRIBUTION. 

Prof.  Samuel  I.  Curtis,  of  the  Chicago  Theological  Seminary, 
in  a  vacation  letter  to  The  Advance^  thus  writes  of  Dr.  Hall,  who 
is  so  favorably  known  by  his  lesson  expositions  in  The  Sunday- 
School  World  : 

^'  It  used  to  be  a  rare  treat  to  sit  under  Dr.  John  Hall's  minis- 
try while  a  student  in  New  York  Seminary.  It  was  a  pleasant 
anticipation  to. think  of  hearing  him  once  more.  Nor  was  there 
any  room  for  disappointment.  The  sermon  in  the  morning  was 
in  behalf  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union.  He  took  as 
his  text  Judges  13  :  12,  ^How  shall  we  order  the  child,  and  how 
shall  we  do  unto  him  V  In  the  clearest  manner  he  considered 
the  importance  of  this  question  for  the  family,  the  Sabbath-school, 
and  the  state,  and  then  gave  a  brief  account  of  the  means  used  by 
the  Sunday-School  Union  in  the  furtherance  of  its  work.  There 
was  no  appeal  to  the  emotions,  but  every  one  was  impressed  with 
the  greatness  of  the  question.  Ever  since  Dr.  Hall  came  to  New 
YorK  he  has  been  training  his  congregation  in  the  matter  of 
benevolence.  He  admits  no  agents  oi  the  missionary  societies  to 
his  pulpit,  but  he  himself  preaches  a  sermon  every  year  in  con- 
nection with  the  leading  societies.  I  have  heard  such  discourses 
on  foreign,  home,  and  city  missions.  They  always  embodied 
some  grand  principles  drawn  from  Scripture,  and  then  a  state- 
ment with  reference  to  the  society  in  question.  The  result  has 
been  a  growing  interest  in  these  societies,  and  increased  contri- 
butions. If  a  similar  plan  were  adopted  by  our  pastors  gener- 
ally, doubtless  the  treasuries  of  our  societies  would  be  greatly 
benefited,  and  people  would  contribute  more  intelligently." 

We  may  add,  what  Dr.  Curtis  probably  did  not  know,  that  the 
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collection  taken  for  the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  at  the 
above  Bervice,  amounted  to  more  than  two  thousand  dollars. 

IN  "perils  of  waters." 

A  missionary  in  Minnesota  thus  writes  of  one  of  his  summer 
excursions:  "Last  Friday  afternoon  I  started  to  pay  a  visit  to 
the  Henry  Watson  Adams  Memorial  Sunday-school,  fifty-five 
miles  distant  from  home,  and  to  attend  to  any  other  Sunday- 
school  work  in  that  vicinity. 

"  I  drove  seven  miles  with  ponies  and  buggy,  but  learning  that 
the  roads  were  almost  impassable  through  the  great  woods,  be- 
cause of  late  heavy  rains*  I  borrowed  a  saddle  and  went  on  horse- 
back, leaving  the  other  pony.  The  roads  were  in  wretched  con- 
dition, and  it  was  late  on  Saturday  night  when  I  got  to  the  house 
of  a  friend,  but  yet  five  miles  from  my  destination.  Being  told 
that  the  valley  intervening  was  flooded,  and  that  I  should  have 
to  make  a  circuit  of  at  least  ten  miles,  I  engaged  my  friend  to 
let  me  have  a  fresh  horse.  I  retired  to  rest  weary  with  the  long 
ride.  On  Sabbath  morning  by  four  o'clock  I  was  up  and  away 
on  my  hazardous  journey.  1  passed  over  fields  and  a  dozen 
gates  and  bars,  through  swamps  and  marshes,  until  seven  o'clock, 
which  found  me  at  the  house  of  the  superintendent  of  the  school 
of  which  you  have  been  the  benefactor.  While  having  breakfast 
with  him  and  his  large  family  in  their  log-cabin,  we  hurriedly 
talked  over  the  history  of  the  Sunday-school  since  it  was  opened 
in  January  last.  Every  Sabbath  since  then  has  found  it  open, 
and  although  the  roads  Tnuch  of  the  time  have  been  very  bad,  and 
for  the  past  few  weeks  flooded  as  I  found  them,  yet  the  ofScers 
and  most  of  the  scholars  have  managed,  by  wading  through 
sloughs,  climbing  and  walking  fences,  and  crossing  ravines,  to  be 
present.  Thus  they  mean  to  hold  on,  determinedly,  through  all 
seasons  of  the  year. 

"  Your  gift  of  the  beautiful  papers  and  fine  new  library  de- 
lights the  children  greatly.  The  parents  also  read  them  with 
interest." 

UNAPPRECIATIVB. 

It  isn't  every  community  that  is  grateful  for  what  is  done  for 
it  through  the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  though  most  of 
them  are.  A  Western  missionary,  who  has  just  been  trying  to 
do  good  in  a  dark  corner,  says  he  expects  to  wait  for  his  meed 
of  gratitude  until  the  gospel  leaven  has  done  its  work,  as  nothing 
in  the  shape  of  gratitude  is  manifest  just  now. 

When  the  package  of  books  sent  by  the  missionary  was  opened, 
the  map  was  first  examined.  It  wa^  thought  to  look  pretty,  but 
the  price  was  too  high.     They  held  it  upside  down,  but  it  didn't 
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look  right.  Then  they  put  it  sideways  against  the  wall.  At 
last,  by  noticing  the  printing,  they  got  it  right  side  up,  and  see- 
ing the  word  East  printed  on  the  side  of  the  map,  they  decided 
that  it  must  be  hung  on  the  east  side  of  the  room.  Altogether, 
they  concluded  the  donation  was  only  a  sharp  trick  of  some 
Yankee  nutmeg  man.  The  record-book  was  "no  good;"  the 
"  Sunday-school  Monitors"  they  had  no  use  for,  &c.,  &c. 

They  soon  discovered,  however,  the  use  of  the  record-book, 
and  got  their  eyes  open  to  the  value  of  the  instruction  contained 
in  the  "  Sunday-school  Monitor"  for  such  a  neighborhood  as 
theirs. 

TRAINING  WORKERS   FOR   CHURCHES. 

A  missionary  says,  "I  have  recently  fallen  in  with  a  very 
interesting  case  illustrating  the  fact  that  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union  is  truly  an  auxiliary  of  the  churches,  and  that  one 
way  in  which  its  helpfulness  appears  is  in  the  development  of 
competent  workers. 

"An  intelligent  and  clear-minded  lady  states  that  perhaps 
forty  years  ago  a  missionary  of  the  Union  visited  her  district 
and  established  a  Sunday-school.  With  some  interruptions,  the 
school  has  been  in  progress  ever  since.  Now  for  one  feature  of 
the  result.  At  the  business  centre  of  the  nearest  township  there 
are  three  churches  of  different  denominations.  '  On  a  second  visit 
I  found  that  each  of  the  three  churches  had  placed  its  school  in 
charge  of  a  young  man  from  the  pioneer  Sunday-school,  three 
miles  away,  and  in  another  township.  Of  these  three  imported 
superintendents,  two  had  received  almost  their  entire  Sunday- 
school  training  in  the  missionary  school  planted  forty  years  ago, 
and  the  third  had  formed  his  character  in  part  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  same  school.  Thus  the  district  Sunday-school  planted 
by  the  Union  has  furnished  three  leaders  in  Christian  work  to 
neighboring  churches." 
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THE  AMERICAN  SUNDAT-SGHOOL  imiON 

In  aeeaunt  with  the  Contrihutart  to  the  Mietionary  Work^  for  ike  year  endmy 

February  28,  1881. 

RiCIIPTS.  Db. 

To  amount  appropriated,  not  expended  from  last 

year, 

To  amonnt  appropriated,  not  expended  on  Green  and 

Bocknell  Fonda, 

To  collections  received  daring  the  year,     . 

To  legacies  received  daring  the  year, 

To  amount  receiyed  from  Income  J.  G.  Oreen  Fand, 

Book  Fand,    . 

WurU  Fand,  . 

Phelps  Fand, 

Backnell  Fund, 

Discounts, 


$23,154 

28 

2,596  75 

$69,809 

46 

3,061 

95 

2,527 

23 

1,872 

31 

500 

00 

154 

54 

155 

80 

917 

60 

9ft  Oflft 

ftO 

$104,749  92 


EXPINDITUBIS.  Cb. 

By  amount  of  salaries  paid  missionaries,    .  .  $45,205  46 

trayelling  expenses  paid  missionaries, .  7,419  07 

postage  paid  missionaries,    .        .        .  1,093  37 

expenses,  stationery,  &c.,       .        .        .  2,063  33 

freight  paid  missionaries,               .        .  856  32 

By  books  and  other  Sunday-school  requisites  given 

to  schools, 8,960  60 

Philadelphia. 

By  salaries  paid  secretaries  and  bookkeeper, 
By  travelling  expenses  paid  secretaries. 

By  postage, 

By  freights, 

By  expenses,  stationery,  printing,  binding,  &c.,  . 


By  Annual  Report, 

By  Sunday-school  Missionary, 

By  Teachers'  Hall  and  Parlor, 


Nbw  Tobk. 


By  salary  of  secretary  and  other  salaries,  . 
By  travelling  expenses,  .... 
By  postage, 


6,105  01 

48  56 

213  20 

28  12 

469  88 

5,864  77 

290  33 

376  65 

90  83 

3  241  26 

3,150  00 
16  50 
74  75 

Amount  carried  forward,  $76,461  88 
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Amount  broaght  forward,  $75,461  88 

Bj  freight, 6  58 

Bj  expense,  rent,  stationerj,  &c.,         ....         543  92 

649  50 

By  Anniyersarj  expenses, 344  44 

NlW  EVOLAND. 

By  salary  of  secretary, 2,250  00 

By  trayelling  expenses, 297  76 

By  postage, 124  78 

By  freight, 10  27 

By  expenses,  rent,  stationery,  &c.,       ....         262  51 

2,945  32 

$79,301   14 
By  amount  appropriated,  not  expended  on  Green  and 

Bucknell  Funds, 840  00 

By  amount  appropriated,  not  yet  expended,         .        .  *24,608  78 

25,448  78 

$104,749  92 
Philad'a,  ApHl  25,  1881.  — — — . 

The  undersigned  have  examined  the  above  statement  and  compared  th6 
lame  with  the  books,  and  find  it  to  be  correct. 

W.  DwioHT  Bell, 
Oio.  C.  Thomas, 

Auditing  CommUtee. 

*  The  '<  amount  not  expended ''  includes  $8364  12  worth  of  books  in  the 
hands  of  missionaries. 
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OF  THE 
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•  ♦  • 
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^^  I  or  10  8IU*  BMiN,  »«w  York. 


The  thin  rule  ihawe  ike  tize  of  paper. 
Brevier,  16mo. 


Prioe  of  Bevised  ITew  Testament,  this  sise,  Olothi  limp,  50  cents. 
2.  17  S.  MATTHEW.  3 


2  1  Now  when  Jesus  was  bom 
in  Bethlehem  of  Judea  in 
the  days  of  Herod  the  king, 
behold,  there  came  wise  men 
from  tiie  east  to  Jerusalem, 
s  saying,  Where  is  he  that  is 
born  King  of  the  Jews?  for 
we  have  seen  his  star  in  the 
east,  and  are  come  to  worship 

3  him.  When  Herod  the  king 
had  heard  the»e  thingst  he 
was  troubled,  and  all  Jcrusa- 

4  lem  with  him.  And  when  he 
had  gathered  all  the  cliiof 
priests  and  scribes  of  the 
people  together,  he  demanded 
of  tibem  where  Christ  should 

5  be  bom.  And  they  said  unto 
him,  In  Bethlehem  of  Judsa : 
for  thus  it  is  written  by  the 

6  prophet.  And  thou  Bethle- 
hem, /;t  the  land  of  J.¥ida,  art 
not  the  least  among  the 
princes  of  Juda:  for  out  of 
tliee  shall  come  a  Governor, 
tlmt  shall  ^rule  my  people 

7  Israel.  Then  Herod,  when 
he  had  privily  called  the  wise 
men,  inquireid  of  them  dili- 
gently what  time    the    star 

8  appeared.  And  he  sent  them 
to  Bethlehem,  and  said.  Go 
and  search  diligently  for  the 
young  child;  and  when  ye 
have  found  hiirit  bring  me 
word  again,  that  I  may  come 

9  and  worship  liim  also.  When 
they  had  heard  the  kinr^,  they 
departed;  and  lo,  the  star, 
which  they  saw  in  the  east, 
went  before  them,  till  it  came 
and   stood    over  where    the 

10  younff  child  was.  When  they 
saw  the  star,  they  *  rejoiced 
with    exceeding    great    joy. 


And  when  they  were  comeii 
into  the  house,  they  saw  the 
young  child  with  Mary  his 
mother,  and  fell  down,  and 
worshipped  him:  and  when 
they  had  opened  their  trea- 
sures, they  'presented  unto 
him  gifts ;  gold,  and  frankin- 
cense, and  myrrh.  And  be- 13 
ing  warned  of  God  in  a  dream 
tlmt  tfiey  should  not  return 
to  Heroa,  they  departed  into 
their  own  country  another 
way. 

And  when  they  were  de- 13 
parted,  behold,  t/r«  angel  of 
the  Lord  appeareth  to  Joseph 
in   a    dream,   saying.  Arise, 
and    take    the   young  child 
and  his  mother,  and  flee  into 
Egypt,  and   be   thou   there 
until  I  bring  thee  word :  for 
Herod  will  seek  the  young 
child  to  destroy  him.    When  14 
he  arose,  he  took  the  young 
child  and  his  mother  by  night, 
and    departed    into    Egypt: 
and  was  there  until  the  death  15 
of  Herod:   that  it  might  be 
fulfilled  which  was  spoken  of 
tlie  Lord  by  the  prophet,  say- 
ing. Out  of   Egypt  have   I 
called  my  son.    Then  Herod,  16 
when  he  saw  that  he   was 
mocked  of  the  wise  men,  was 
exceeding   wroth,  and    sent 
forth,  and  slew  all  the  chil- 
dren that  were  in  Bethlehem, 
and  in  all  the  coasts  thereof, 
from  two  years  old  and  under, 
according  to  the  time  which 
he  had  diligently  inquired  of 
the  wise  men.    Then  was  ful- 17 
filled  tliat  which  was  spoken 
by  Jeremie  the  prophet,  say- 


1  Or,  feed  >  For  conBtruction  oomn.  Ileb.  of  Job  27.  H    Hab.  8.  9. 

Gk.  of  Mark  4.  4L  »  Or,  offered 

The  above  is  reprinted  from  the  present  New  Testament 
The  Revised  Version  is  different 


If  you  desire  the  above  or  any  other  copy  of  the  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testament,  the  Amnic 
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By  Members  of  the  American  Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Bible  (12mo,  192  pages), 
which  will  enable  the  reader  to  understand  and  appreciate  the  changes  made  In  the  revised  voraion.    The  pr 

of  this  alone  in  cloth  is  50  cents.  ' 

Address  AMERICAN   SUNDAY-SCHOOL   UNION, 

1122  CiiEVTVrr  8tbekt,  PHrLADEi.pHiA,  ot  either  of  its  Depoaitories  «t 
N&.  10  Bible  Uouse,  Kew  ^oek,  ot  "So.  1%  'BLktiiMn.Tii  %nxs:^^  ^-»!cksk^^ 


Tht  thin  rule  shtnet  Ihe  tiu  tj'  paptr. 
Konparell,  82mo. 


Frio*  of  S«Tiitd  H««  TMUiuBt,  tUi  ilni  T«p«r  oonrt,  IG  emth 


— .-atima.  uid  «< 

hi  M  ths  Kitlbia,  Khk^lii 

1  inim  JonuMlMa.    Asd  ' 

tbn  BV  •«»  of  Ul  dtMMa 
■MlwiHl  Mb  idaUwL  UM  to 
to  ■«.  wlUi  tmmituii,''"'- 
1  Ih^fonnl duilL  ForU 
rtHHiud  all  tbs  Jem,  i 
"^  tj  wt£b  thair  hudl  •< 


_.fl  dnUli:  Sot  j« 

■IT,  ir  ■  mm  (lull  w  to  hli 
n&er  en-  BwUicr,  /f  frtottwi, 
Ibat  to  Id  MT.  n  141.  >>T  ■hU' 
wcTdr  Uiou  DilRhurt  \«i  iiro- 
Bled  hT  me :  hi  ,)v,lt  it  }rrr. 


\t  prmit  Haw  TtttuMBb 
m  li  dlAnnt. 


See  Note  on  prcTious  page  m  Io  purchases  throngb  tbe  Msil  of  tbe  IteTised  VersioQ  or 
he  New  Tcsiamenl,  with  or  without  its  companion  volume,  called  "  Anglo-American  Bible 
t«TiBioa  :  Ita  Necessity  and  Purpose." 

If  any  ope  desires  to  be  able  to  meet  tbe  attacks  made  agninst  the  anthenticity  of  God's 
rord,  and  to  answer  the  question,  "  How  do  we  know  that  the  Gospels  were  written  by  Ihe 
OUT  evangelists  whose  names  they  bear?"  instead  of  haviiig  the  "Anglo-American  Re- 
-Isioo"  Tolume,  they  may  have  sent  them  bj  mail,  Tor  90  ceaia,  in  addition  to  tbe  price  of 
ither  edition  of  Ibe  Xew  Testament,  as  given  in  the  note  on  previous  page, 
THE  FOUB  QOSFSIiS;  Their  Age  Mid  Authorship.  Traced  from  Ibe  fonrtli  centnrr 
into  (he  first.  By  the  Kev.  Jobv  Kiictidt,  U.A.,  D.D.  Edited,  with  an  IntrodDCtio 
by  the  Iter.  Edwix  n'.  Riub.     I'Jmo.     110  pp.    Tbe  price  of  this  nlone  in  cloth  ti  fl.O 


AIDS  FOR  SDMIAY-SCHOOL  f  OBKERS. 

NICH0LU8  INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  tTUDY  OF 
THE  SCRIPTURES.  With  Chronological  Index— 
Mapi  of  the  World,  as  known  to  the  Ancicnta— 
i^naan,  illustrating  the  Buoks  of  Joshua,  Ac— Palea- 
tiiie,  illust  rating  the  New  Testament— Trarels  of  the 
AiMMtle  Faul— Jerusalem.    12mo.    382  pages.    $1.00. 

THE  TEACHER  TAUGHT.    An  humble  attempt  to 

.  make  the  path  of  the  Huuday-school  Teacher  straight 

and  plain.    New  edition.    U6  pages,  12mo.    f  1J25. 

THE  TEACHER  TEACHING.  A  practical  view  of 
the  relations  and  the  duties  of  the  Sunday-school 
Teacher.    371  pages,  12mo.    fl.25. 

PRIMARY  TEACHER'S  MANUAL.  Bj  Mrs.  Alice 
W.  Knox.    18mo,  cloth.    40  cents. 

BIBLICAL  ANTIQUITIES.  By  Kev.  J.  W.  Nevin, 
1>.1).  12mo,  447  pages;  with  9  large  fUll-page  plates 
and  75  illusirative  engravings.    ^luK). 

THE  UNION  BIBLE  COMPANION.  Containing  the 
Evidences  uf  the  Divine  Origin,  Preservation,  Cred- 
ibility, and  Inspiration  of  Uie  Scriptures;  An  Ac- 
count of  Variuus  Manuscripts  and  Luglish  Trannla- 
tiuuh ;  all  the  Books  and  Chief  Doctrines  of  the  Bible ; 
the  Plans  uf  Christian  Work,  with  a  copious  analyti- 
cal Index.    By  8.  A.  Allibune,  LL.D.    12mu.    91.25. 

THE  FOUR  GOSPELS:  Their  Age  and  Authorship. 
Traced  fruni  the  fuurth  century  into  the  first.  By 
the  Key.  John  Kennedy,  M.A»  D.D^  edited,  with  an 
Introduction,  by  the  Kev.  luiwiu  Sv.  Hice.  12iuo, 
170  pages.    91.00. 

REV.  OR.  SCHAFPS  BIBLE  DICTIONARY.  Con- 
taining tlie  results  of  the  latest  and  most  accurate 
bii)iieid  investigation  and  scholarship.  With  400  en- 
Kiuviugs,  12  maps,  U58  pages.    Only  ViJSO. 


Books  of  Record, 

J'^or  Superintendents,  Tecickert^ 
and  JLibrarians. 


8upciiMicndent'a  Condensed  R««ord.    Price, 
'JO  cents,  ^l.UU,  ^1.25. 

8ttud«jr-Sctaiool  RcccIwIbk  Boolu    ts  cents. 

Superintendent's  Roll  Boolu    ;jO  cents. 

ttnpcrlntendcnt'a  Condenaed  Mlnnte  Boolu 

•~M>  cents. 

Tlie  Sundojr-ael&ool  Mlnnte  Boolu    85  cents. 

TIte  One  Tear  CIsms  Book.    6  cents. 

The  ImproTed  CIsms  Book*    15  cents. 

Teoelier's  Condensed  Class  Book  and  I«l- 
torarjr  Re«»rd«    30  cents. 

Iflbrarjr  Reeord.    50  cents. 

AdlieslTe  Isabels.    5  cents  per  100  numbers. 

New  Librarian's  Record.    81.00. 

ljlbrar|r  Order  Cards,    f iJiS  per  100. 

Tke  Sokolar's  Lilbrary  Card.    $1.00  per  100. 

Sundajr-sokool  Library  Card.  75  cents  per  100. 

New  York  Library  Csurd  and  Record.    $1.50 

per  lou. 
Improved  Record  and  Roll   Book.     50  and 

6u  cents. 
Tbe  Permanent  and  Comparative  Record 

for  Hnnday-acbools.    $l/)0. 

These  Kecord  and  Koll  Books  are  constructed  to  last 
from  one  to  two  yeara,  to  a>uit  the  vaiiou.**  classes  and 
M'isions  of  the  schools.  They  contain  directions  as  to 
the  manner  in  whieh  they  bhould  be  kept,  and  are 

SOLO  AT  THE  LOWEST  PRICES, 


LESSON 


HELP 
PEKiei 


More  EfllsettTe  and  Coaa_ 
than  ever  before* 


Re\'.  EDWIN  W.  RICE,  Edi 
BXV.  MOSELEY  U.  WILLIAMS, 


THE  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  WORLD,  apo| 

MacnLsine  for  pastors.  ijunday-schooTv 
Bibie  students.  Its  lesson  contiibatn 
John  Uall,  New  York,  Kev.  Prof.  G.  E 
Syria,  Mrs.  Alice  W.  Knox,  tfcc..  dbc  ] 
a  year.    By  mail,  60  cents ;  in  ciuba,  SB 

THE  AMERICAN  8UNDAY-8CH0 
QUARTERLY,  beautiftilly  illustrated 
way  adapted  for  the  use  of  scholan 
Single  copy,  5  cents ;  20  cents  per  year. 
over,  15  cents  each  per  year. 
N,  B,—Only  80  cent*  per  Quarter  ft 

THE   PRIMARY   LESSON    PAPER,  oi 

and  with  pictures  illustrating  the  le 
Younger  or  Primary  Classes.  10  ccnii 
per  year,  75  cents ;  100  copies,  $7 UK),  M 
per  year  for  each  scholar. 

THE  SCHOLARS'  LESSON  PAPER,  c 

Lesson  Text,  l>aily  Ri'adings,  Golden 
Outline,  Explanations,  Questions,  g 
Teachings  on  the  International  Lesnon 
(monthly;,  per  year,  75  cents ;  lOU  copi 

QUARTERLY  REVIEW-  PAPERS.— ( 
viaw  Chart,  5  feet  by  Z%  feet;  25  < 
$1.00  per  year.  (2)  Supanntendent's  H 
2  cents  each,  8  cents  per  year.  (3)  I 
Teacher's  Rsview  Paper,  100  copioi 
75  cents ;  or,  per  year,  ^.Oo. 

NEW  PERIODICAl 

THE   PICTURE   WORLD    For  Lrrn 

beautiful  paiier  of  four  page^,  contain 
national  Bible  Lessons  and  pleasing  ato 
language,  for  INFANT  LL^VbtiES,  prli 
paper  m  large  ty|)e,  and  artistieuily  ilia 
lUfted  temi^moHthijf,  jurniAhiug  eight  pa 
and  so  arranged  that  the  leaves  can  be 
given  out  separately.  2o  eeuta  per  yeai 
upwards,  to  one  address,  20  cents  each  ] 

THE  YOUTH'S  WORLD,  a  f.iur-|«ge  n 
ally  adapted  for  Boys  and  GirU,  coutai 
and  carefully-belectiti  stories  and  poei 
natund  history,  Bible  Kk(.-ti-he.s,  musk 
reading,  and  attractive  iliust rations. 
$12.00  per  annum ;  le&s  than  5  copiea, ! 
per  annimi. 

SI)NDA¥-SCHOUL  LIBRi 

Hem  Junai/e  Library,  SUKDM\ 

ContainlDg  114  books  in  75  Td 
Priee  reduced  frona  •)e4.80  to 


It 


Ead  Back  Library,  Vo.  1,  76  Tolomea,  net 
Grand  Cheap    *'         "1.50 

"  a,  50 
ti  tt         "    8.  60 

Vational  Library,     "   1,100 
LittU  Folka  Library,         60 

The  Bo4>ks  in  all  thf>  above  Libraries  u 
the  bent  paper,  tK-autifuhy  illu>truted,  and 
handiioniely  bound,  and  ^upplied  in  nem 
catalogues. 
4l^  Ho  book*  are  tnore  Buittibie  /br 


•  •  — 


THE  AMERICAN  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  UNlOf 

?Ul»a*liUa:  1122  ClMstant  St     Ktw  York:  8  *  10  Bibl* EmB.    Chicago:  73  Bi 
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'*  Not  even  a  Googre^ational,  Baptist,  Presbyterian  or  Methodist  agent  can  go  ii. 
a  mixed  comipunity  and  bring  people  together  in  so*  sweet  tempered  and  earnes 
spirit  of  Christian  worship  and  Bible  study  as  can  the  man  who  comes  accredited 
all  the  great  Protestant  churches  and  maintained  by  all  through  the  agency  of 
American  Sunday-School  Union." — Bev.  W.  L.  Gage^  D.D.^  Hartford^  Conn, 

*'  I  have  always  thought  that  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  the  American  Sund 
School  Union  and  our  whole  Sunday-school  system  are  conferring  upon  us  is  tl 
it  fills  the  sanctuaries  with  appreciative  listeners,  and  with  those  who  are  ready 
receive,  understand,  and  profit  by  the  Word ;  and  we,  as  ministers,  owe  them, 
this  regard,  a  special  vote  of  thanks.'' — Rev.  Arthur  MitchtU,  D,D.^  Cleveland^  Ohv 

"The  press  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  has  long  borne  an  envit.l 
reputation  for  its  wood  engraving  and  printing,  but  the  profusion  and  czcellenct 
the  illustrations  in  the  New  Dictionary  are  beyond  expectations." — Albany  Eveii 
Journal.  * 

'<  I  have  seen  the  good  results  of  the  Mission  work  of  the  Union  on  the  *  Frontic: ,' 
and  can  heartily  commend  it  as  a  much  needed  Christian  work  that  should  be  no*  !y 
sustained.  I  cannot  speak  too  strongly  of  its  importance  to  the  future  of  this  g*.'.u 
West."— />.  W.  Ingeraoll,  St.  Paul. 

"  I  am  satisfied  that  this  is  one  of  the  best  methods  of  evangelizing  the  wn  tr 
places,  and  know  of  no  agency  that  is  accomplishing  more  good  with  the  mo-  f^y 
expended  than  the  American  Sunday-School  Union." — Wm.  Rn/noldi. 

<'  I  believe  that  the  work  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  is  performed  .i- 
a  great  many  cases,  where  denominations  utterly  fail  to  reach  the  demand  of  .'.i 
case.  There  are  a  thousand  neigiiborhoods  where  tlie  denominations  do  not  do  :tii 
work,  and  in  those  places  how  glad  I  am  that  the  American  Sunday-School  Uiii  .1 
is  prepared  for  the  service!  Let  us  give  liberall}'  to  this  great  cause." — Rev.  J.  Jl. 
Vincentj  D.D.^  New  York  City. 

"  1  believe  it  is  a  wonderful  instrument  in  God's  hands  for  introducing  the  Bi  '.  -, 
and  the  devout  study  of  the  Bible,  into  tens  of  thousands  of  homes,  where,  but  t 
its  agency,  its  life-giving,  soul-saving  truths  would  not  have  been  known." —  ?/. 
Rev.  Wm.  Bacon  Stevens. 


CONTRIBUTIONS. 

The  legal  form  of  bequest  is, 

"  I    GIVE   AND    BEQUEATH    TO   THE  AMERICAN    SUNDAY-ScHOOL    UnION,  ESTADLI8HBU  '.V 

THE  City  of  Philadelphia, dollars." 

Thirty  Dollars  constitute  a  Life  Member. 

Contributions  to  the  Missionary  Work  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Uni'>n 
may  be  addressed  to 

BIOHABD  A8HHUB8T,  Treasurer,  1122  Ohestnnt  St,  Fhiladelphiit. 

PUBLICATION  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Manuscripts  for  Publication,  articles  for  the  Periodicals,  and  letters  relating  to 
Editorial  Work  should  be  addressed  to 

BEV.  EDWIN  W.  BIOE,  Editor  of  the  Society's  Poblioations. 


MISSIONARY  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Persons  desiring  information  concerning  the  Missionary  Work  should  address 

M.  A.  WUBT8,  Secretary  of  MiMions, 

1122  CH£8T?fUT  Street,  Philadelpoia. 

Communications  relative  to  the  work  in  New  York  may  be  addressed  to 

F.  H.  WI8EWELL,  Secretary  for  New  Tork, 

NO8.  8  A   10  DlBLR   Il0l'8E,  A8T0E  PlaCI.. 

Letters  relating  to  the  work  in  New  England  may  be  addressed  to 

NELSON  EINOSBUBT,  Seorettry  for  New  England, 

Haetpord,  Cox.%. 


SECOND  EDITION. 


T II  K 


Dictionary  of  the  Bible. 

KDITEI)    l\\    THK 

Be7.  PHILIP  SCHAFF,  S.S.,  LL.S. 

The  tiol  iflitiiiTi  of  \\\\*  mi»Ni  r'iinpr<'l»rn>ivu  :iii<I  ooiii- 
pli-tc  wiirk  liuviu;;  \vct'\\  vxXvaw^U-A,  witlihi  K'sm  than 
Iwrlvi.'  iiiiiiitli»  tViiiii  thv  'laiit  of  it"*  tiiM  \^'*\\\% 

ne  AiericaD  SmiiayMooI  Uiilon 


II A8    PRRPAKRD   A 

SECOND  EDITION, 

iiit-«)i|i'iratiii_'  tin-  rt"*nlt«»of  tlir  l;iit'st  and  nHHt  afriir.itr 
ItiblU-ul  iiivi'.-iimiti.iii  uiid  <«-1iiil;n>liili,  Avliirh  is 

NOW  SEADY. 

Tiii"  tirtTf  nhlff  uihI  tli<iniu^li1y  nrht^artff  work  htii* 
n.THv(>d  tin;  highest  romi)ii.-ii«lutiini.s  fhnii  I'mffAmii^, 
ra>tor!*,  Tf-arliiT"-.  ninl  ihi-  nlisfimjs  pn-s.-..    It  slmuld  In.* 

ON   THE  STUDY  TABLE 

OF  EVERY  PASTOR, 

und  airtii!*ihlc  to 

EVERY  SUPERINTENDENT  AND  TEACHER, 

UN  tiK-ir  ini»(  nearly  and 

valuiiMc  liiHik  Iff  riffn'iici'ini'l  autliority 

on  all  iMiintN  of 

Biblical  Literature,  History.  Biography,  Geography, 
Topography,  and  Archaolcgy. 

It  ha&  canMHl  fur  \\m-\{  tli<;  uaini\ 


K 


The  PEOPLE'S  Dictionary," 


iMfuiisr  it  i-t  handy  111  usf,  imiiular  in  ii.s  dii-iion,  elrnr 
and  di'tinitf  in  its  wjn  hin;.',  and  so  i|ii;ai>  a*>  lo  Ik-  within 
till*  ri-adi  of  all. 

Growa  Octavo,  Cloth,  handaomely  bound,  4  0<>  En- 
gravings, 1  ^  Colored  Maps,  t^OM  pages.  Price  only 
$2.50.  Half  Leather,  Library,  $3.26.  Tnrkey  Antique, 
$3.75.    Tnrkey  Gilt,  $4.00.    yoBtaye  fr^e. 


Sow  Ready. 


THROUGH  THE  WINTE 

\\\'  a  new  writvr.         rjnio.'.       Illtistratt'il. 

THE  OATH-KEMER  OF  FOEA] 

A  -torv  of  Italv.  and  the  intrixlm'tinn  of  ihi 
iliiTi'.  Hy  Mrs.  .lui.i.v  MfNAlR  Wrioht. 
Ilhi<itrat«il.    Si. 30.     * 

Till*"'  two  iMMiki  will  bo  hi;;hly  apiirtfiatcd  i 
nmuHl  to  t'wry  Suiiday-s«'lii»id  lilirary. 

Tin*  storios  uri-  ini-T.-Min:;  in  Ihi'  hi^lii-»t 
Thi'V  It'll  of  triaU  aiwi  atHi<>tion.>,  and  Iiow  tli 
li««rni'  and  ovrri-otni-  throu^di  riuist's  si  rent 
|Miw«'r  and  pn-sonrt'.  Thf  sr«-nirN  di-M  riKil  an> 
narratcti,  whil..*  inif  and  rral.  an*  yi.i  .>iran;:''  a-* 

THE  POCKET  ATLAS 

OF 

THE    LANDS    OF  THE    BIBL 

Showing  rifi'nt  dist-ovi-ri^'S  and  exiil-iraiions. 
Iii^  (if  twi]v(.>  nrw  Ma)>s,  lM-autifii1ly  drawn  and 

Price  only  5J3  iroyis. 


1\  PRKPAHATlOy. 

I.ITTI^K  PILGRIM  TALK.S.  In  fourt< 
For  lilt' litlli- om-"*.    By  Mrs.  ICi.i.a  ICddman  * 

TRACHKRS'  PRIMKK8.  In  liuht  vnlun 
Snnday-M'hm.il  Ti'ach«-r>.  ]l«>arin-j  s|K.Ti:illy  ■ 
lii-fparaiiiin  fur  t lit*  work,  thv  \\v\\»  aiiil  aids 
liuin-,  ihrir  nio<li>  uf  teaching,  uini!»  and  H'^i 
rni.'«iurauinu'ni«».  Tlu.'si.'  prlniors  will  W  s«ild  j 
low  prill",  M»  that  thiy  may  be  brotiirlit  wi 
reach  of  all. 

I^KAVRS  OF  LIFE.  TIk- dioiiv-t  I'ooius  ni 
I'ilAMMS  RlDI.EV  IlAVi:UiiAL.     Nratly  lx>uni 

Tlnsi.'  '*  Lcavi".  .if  Lili'"  Avill  al«o  bo  dun**  np 
a;;.-,  uf  twi-lvc  boiik.s.  havint;  from  s  to  li'i  ]iat 
uf  a  siz4*  lo  In-  (.'ni'lnsiHl  in  a  l-'itor  or  "MiiMwisj 
nliii. 


Ill  thr  past  fif't.v-.scveii  years,  1824-1881,  69,840  soliools  liuve 
OFj^aiiizod  by  tlio  Aiiiorioaii  Sunchiy-Selioiil  Union,  Avitli  447,:$80  t 
er.s  and  2,9m),Oa7  scliolar.s. 

In  addition  to  the  Sunday-soliool.s  actually  or^j^anized,  the  ro 
show  that  by  visits  aiul  words  oi'  rouii.sel  and  eiicouniKft'inont,  and 
of  books,  papers,  &<*.,  assistanoo  has  been  extended  in  100,402  i 
representing:  a  membership  of  704,50((  teaehers,  and  of  5,02J 
seliohirs.  Amoiiiit  expended  in  missionary  operations  (1824-1 
lit2,028,800.0:S,  of  which  $570,430.50  were  for  books,  papers, 
.  '^Trr>ted  by  sale  and  {grants  (1824-1881),  over  $7,000,000. 


